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 First Presbyterian Church of West Chester

JULY 24, 2016 
TENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 

 “Home” by Sophia Botta
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community 
of faith, we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God 
together, we pray that you will experience Christ’s presence 
in our midst, and that he will sustain you in the week ahead. A 
special welcome goes out to you if you are visiting. If you are 
with us for the first time, stop by the Welcome Center in the 
foyer to find out about the many opportunities available to you 
in the life of our congregation. We hope you will worship with 
us again next Sunday. 

We invite you to sign the Friendship Register, which you will 
find at the center aisle of each pew. As you pass it to others in 
your pew, note who is sitting near you, so you may greet them 
by name. 
• Please note that hearing aids and large print bulletins are 

available from the ushers. 
• Maps showing available parking are in the racks in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

Children are always welcome, and encouraged to participate 
in worship. Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available from 
the ushers.  

Leading Us in Worship Today:

Greg Stovell, Pastor
Steve Clark, Associate Pastor

Caroline Cupp, Associate Pastor
Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts

Jane Waddington, Assistant Organist
Caitlin Treichel, Youth Reader

Pablo Ortiz, Youth Reader

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity. 

On the cover this morning is an original piece drawn by one our Bucket School students, 
Sophia Botta.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.
ORGAN PRELUDE               Bless This House                    Helen Taylor/May H. Brahe
*CALL TO WORSHIP  (responsively)                                                    

The same Christ who fed the multitudes is with us.
Rejoice! Jesus is in our midst.

God gathers up all the pieces of our lives, that nothing may be lost.
Come, let us worship our God!

*HYMN #374                   “O Holy City, Seen of John”                             Morning Song                              
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

God of mercy, in our impatience for answers we often turn to idols of our own making, 
forgetting our covenant with you. Passionate for what we feel is right, we harden our 
hearts against those with whom we differ. Pleased at the invitation to your banquet, 
we fail to arrive with humility and gratitude. Scared for our own resources, we fail to 
extend your grace and bounty to others. Forgive us when our faith is weak, when we 
have given in to worry, and when our zeal blinds us to your presence.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON      
*RESPONSE                                                                                                   Meineke

“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; world without end, Amen, Amen.”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)               from “A Brief Statement of Faith” - PC(USA)
In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

*** 
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING   Philippians 4:4-9               New Testament, Page 198

Caitlin Treichel (9:00 a.m.) and Pablo Ortiz (10:30 a.m.)
WELCOME AND MINISTRY UPDATES
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM                                                                                (9:00 a.m)

The Sacrament of Baptism is given to:
Aven Elizabeth Lauer, born March 7, 2016,

daughter of Gregg and Sarah Lauer
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                        

As the children are going to their classes, we will sing Hymn #188, st.  1 
(Jesus Loves Me)

 “Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.”

After 9:00 worship, parents may pick up children in Social Hall downstairs.  

 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Worship Service                 TENTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST
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ANTHEM                        ”Down to the River to Pray”                       arr. Sheldon Curry
“As I went down to the river to pray, studyin’ about that good ol’ way
And who shall wear the starry crown, Good Lord, show me the way.

Oh sisters, let’s go down to the river to pray.
Oh brothers, let’s go down to the river to pray.
Oh fathers, let’s go down to the river to pray.
Oh mothers, let’s go down to the river to pray.

Oh Lord, show me the way.”
Summer Chancel Choir

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
MOMENT FOR MINISTRY                                                                                 Act in Faith

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                       “My Lord, What  A Mornin’ ”                           Harry Burleigh

“My Lord, what a mornin’, when de stars begin to fall.
Done quit all my worldly ways – join that heavenly band.”

Summer Chancel Choir
   *Offertory Response, #606, The Doxology                        Old Hundredth

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

*HYMN #375                 “Shall We Gather at the River”                            Hanson Place
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING   John 6:1-14                   New Testament, Page 97

1 John 3:1a (in unison)
“See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; 

and that is what we are.”
SERMON               “Like a Child: Imagining a New World”          Rev. Caroline Cupp

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN 370                    “This Is My Father’s World”                                  Terra Beata
*BENEDICTION 
CHORAL RESPONSE         “Three-Fold Amen”                                        Danish Amen
ORGAN POSTLUDE            Sketch in F minor                                   Robert Schumann
* Let all who are able, please stand.          *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.

 + + + + + + + + + + + +
In Memoriam

Sandra H. Kalemjian, member of First Presbyterian Church
February 27, 1989 to July 12, 2016
Our sympathy and prayers are with

Craig Kalemjian and family, in the death of his wife, Sandy.

The Chancel Flowers are to the Glory of God and are given by
 His loving family, in memory of Andy Thompson; 

Holly Silverthorne and family, in memory of Faith Silverthorne, 
Spencer V. Silverthorne, Jr & Spencer V. Silverthorne, III;

 Helga Knox, in loving memory of her grandson Jonathon Moore Knox 7/23/87-1/15/06; and
Robert and Robin Mason, in memory of Robert E Mason Sr.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Ushers
 9:00 a.m. –  Bill Mertz, Head Usher; Sue Mertz, Greg Speer, Kyle Speer
 10:30 a.m. –  Ken Tyson, Head Usher; Mary Tyson, Eric and Mary Pot, Chris Menan 
Coffee Deacons today: Monica Treichel and Tammy Schorn
Flower Deacon today: Sandi Hambleton

CAREGIVING
• PW Pocopson Home: As you travel this summer, please remember to save any extra 
unopened travel toiletry items from hotels, motels, spas, etc. Presbyterian Women use 
these items to make “mini spa bags” for the residents of the Pocopson Home. There will 
be a container to receive these items marked “Pocopson Home” under the Presbyterian 
Women’s bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. Many thanks for your help in making this 
project possible.

• Deacons’ Summer Nursing Home Worship is this afternoon, Sunday, July 24. 
Anyone interested in joining the Deacons, plan to meet in parking lot off Miner Street, 
west of Darlington, at 1:30 p.m. to carpool.

• Meals on Wheels: Volunteers are needed to deliver hot, nutritious meals to the homebound 
and elderly, Monday through Friday at lunchtime. Prepared meals are picked up at Chester 
County Hospital around 10:30 a.m. Each route has about 10 stops and takes about an hour 
to complete. Schedules are flexible so you can deliver as many times a month as you are 
able. Contact them at 610-430-8500 or www.mowcc.org for more information.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & MEMBERSHIP
• Food, Music, Clowns, Artists, Magicians, Jugglers, & lots of fun! Bring the 
whole family downtown and join FPWC on August 4 at Swingin’ Summer Thursday in 
downtown West Chester. We will have a booth located on Gay Street between High and 
Darlington Streets from 6:30 p.m. to 9:30 p.m. Please stop by and say “hello”. We will 
also need a few volunteers to help set-up, service and break down our booth.  Please see 
sign-up sheet in Fellowship Hall.
• First Pres Travelers: 

- UN tour on Tuesday, August 9 Two additional tickets are available. Cost is $53 pp. 
- Penn State vs Temple football game at State College. Saturday September 17. Bus 
cost is $40. Football ticket prices range from $75-$150 depending on seat location. If 
you already have game tickets, you may still ride the bus.

If you are interested in any of the above, please contact Thom and Irene ASAP at 
psuthom@verizon.net or call 610-436-5667.
• Produce Table: Stop by our Summer Produce Table in Fellowship Hall and enjoy some 
great things. The table is supplied by those who have excess in their gardens. Bring something 
in or take something home. Any questions, contact Margie Kellermann at 610-873-0162.
• Lifetouch Photo Pickup: If you had your photo taken for the church directory, and did 
not purchase additional pictures, your free 8”x10” portrait will be available for pick up in 
Fellowship Hall between services, or by calling the church office for pick up during the 
week. If you purchased additional pictures, they will all be sent to your home.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC
• Chancel Flowers are a beautiful way to honor or memorialize family and friends. 
Opportunities remain through the end of the year. Please see the sign-up list in Fellowship 
Hall, or contact the church office at 610-696-0554 to help add color to our Sunday morning 
worship.
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• Next Sunday, July 31, the Summer Choir will sing Moses Hogan’s, “Walk Together, 
Children”. Join us Sunday morning at 8:20 in the Choir Room.

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
• Fall Trip to Guatemala: We are finalizing our team for the fall trip to Getsemani Church 
in Guatemala November 12-20. If you have considered going and want to explore the 
option please contact Elizabeth Guman, ecguman@gmail.com or 610.308.4017 or Greg 
Stovell at the church. We have room for a few more travelers and would love to have a 
few more people who have not made the trip before. If you have expressed interest please 
follow up with Elizabeth to confirm. Deposits are due to the church office by July 24.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
• August is Family Worship Month! This August, we are inviting children to join us in 
worship while our Sunday School teachers rest and prepare for the coming school year.  
What an exciting opportunity for all of us to worship our heavenly Father together! Worship 
with children may be a little different from normal but it a wonderful gift to God. Please 
pray that these would be faith-growing experiences for our children and their families as 
we prepare for these times of worship together.
• “God On A Mission: A Bible Exploration” : 9:00 a.m. this morning, Sunday July 24
Join pastors Caroline Cupp and Steve Clark as they lead an exploration of biblical texts 
used in their June sermon series about God’s saving mission in the world – and our part 
in that mission. No registration or book purchase is required. Just bring your Bible and be 
ready to join the conversation. Both series meet in Herron Lounge.
• “Mission: Possible / A One-Day VBS Event”: 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. Wednesday, 
August 3
This awesome one-day VBS, for children age 4 through grade 5, is FREE, and lunch is 
included! Through stories, games, crafts, and more, we’ll learn about God’s mission in the 
world, and how we are part of that mission. To register, go to firstpreswc.com, click on 
Sign Up, then the VBS Sign-Up link in the drop-down menu. Invite your neighbors to be 
part of this wonderful day!
• Summer “Lunch and Learn” series continues today, Sunday, July 24 in Fellowship 
Hall from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Come join us as Pastor Greg Stovell, and GA delegate 
Olivia Campbell provide an update on the recently concluded General Assembly held 
in Portland, OR. Lunch will be provided (contributions towards the cost of lunch are 
gratefully accepted ).

ADMINISTRATION
• 2nd Quarter Contribution Statements, detailing giving up to June 30, will be mailed 
by July 31, 2016. If after you receive yours, you have any questions, please contact 
Gretchen at ghuebner@firstpreswc.com, or Dory at dspeer@firstpreswc.com, or call 
either at 610-696-0554.
• 2016 Global Leadership Summit: The deadline for early bird pricing has passed but 
there is still time to join the First Pres group on Thursday and Friday, August 11-12 at 
Westminster Pres for the live streaming of the Global Leadership Summit. To date, 5 are 
going to see the Summit in Chicago (all tickets are sold), and 17 people will be attending 
the Summit at Westminster’s satellite location. The cost is now $129. To register, send 
a check made payable to First Presbyterian Church, with GLS in the memo section to 
Dory, or pay with a credit card online at https://www.shelbygiving.com/g3/h/, follow the 
instructions for Quick Give to GLS.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY – July 24
NO 8:00 WORSHIP UNTIL FALL
 8:20am Summer Choir Rehearsal
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til 10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
     JAM age 3-Grade 5;
     God on a Mission Bible  
     Study; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2
 11:45am Lunch and Learn
 1:30pm Deacons’ Nursing Home  
     Worship

MONDAY – July 25
MIDDLE SCHOOL TRIP - GREAT ESCAPE
  9:00am Sr. High Breakfast @  
     Panera’s

TUESDAY – July 26
MIDDLE SCHOOL TRIP - GREAT ESCAPE
NEWSLETTER MAILING GROUP
 10:00am Faith Community Nurses  
     Office Hours
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group
  7:30pm Men’s Ministry Studies

WEDNESDAY – July 27
MIDDLE SCHOOL TRIP - GREAT ESCAPE
NO BRIDGE UNTIL SEPTEMBER 7
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings
 12:00pm Bulletin deadline
 7:00pm God on a Mission Bible  
     Study
 7:30pm Stephen Ministry   
     Supervision;
     Christian Ed Committee

THURSDAY – July 28
MIDDLE SCHOOL TRIP - GREAT ESCAPE
 3:30pm Stephen Ministry   
     Leadership mtg.

FRIDAY – July 29
MIDDLE SCHOOL TRIP - GREAT ESCAPE
 6:30am Room 209 Gang (off site)
 1:00pm Sweet Dreams

SATURDAY – July 30

SUNDAY – July 31
NO 8:00 WORSHIP UNTIL FALL
 8:20am Summer Choir Rehearsal
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til 10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
     JAM age 3-Grade 5;
     God on a Mission Bible  
     Study; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2
 11:30am Organ Tour

Office Hours:  
      Mon - Fri 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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130 West Miner Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania  19382
Phone: 610.696.0554   |   Fax: 610.696.7226

office@firstpreswc.com   |   www.firstpreswc.com

please text your support to 610-347-5509 ( $$$ FPC )

ACT in Faith 
of Greater West Chester 

Assisting the Community Together...we ACT in Faith

Without transportation or day care, you can 
lose your employment.

Without employment, you can lose your 
housing, your utilities, your healthcare, and 
your ability to feed your family.

Without adequate income, you stand to 
lose everything...including your sense of 
self-worth.

For some in our community, one setback can be 
the first step in a downward spiral of loss.

Through advocacy, in-kind donations, and financial 
assistance, ACT in Faith strives to break the cycle of loss 

by responding to the urgent needs of the un- and 
under-employed of our community who are facing crises.

Need reaches across all faiths
...and now, so does help.

Ministry Highlight


