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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community 
of faith, we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God 
together, we pray that you will experience Christ’s presence 
in our midst, and that he will sustain you in the week ahead. A 
special welcome goes out to you if you are visiting. If you are 
with us for the first time, stop by the Welcome Center in the 
foyer to find out about the many opportunities available to you 
in the life of our congregation. We hope you will worship with 
us again next Sunday. 

We invite you to sign the Friendship Register, which you will 
find at the center aisle of each pew. As you pass it to others in 
your pew, note who is sitting near you, so you may greet them 
by name. Please note that hearing aids and large print bulletins 
are available from the ushers. Maps showing available parking 
are in the racks in the Fellowship Hall.  

Children are always welcome, and encouraged to participate 
in worship. Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available from 
the ushers.  

Leading Us in Worship Today:

Greg Stovell, Pastor
Steve Clark, Associate Pastor

Caroline Cupp, Associate Pastor
Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts

Joyce Chen, Organist
Jane Waddington, Assistant Organist

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity. 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

ORGAN PRELUDE               Fantasy in A Minor                                             J.S. Bach

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                     from Psalm 25                               

We come, trusting in God’s mercy and love,
longing to know and to learn more about God’s ways. 
   We come, to be guided in the ways of God’s truth—
   to experience the joy of God’s salvation. 
We come, during this Lent journey,
aware of God’s steadfast love helping us to overcome
the trials and temptations which can descend on us at any time. 
   Lead us, O God, to do what is right in your eyes
   and teach us to follow the humble way of Christ,
   your beloved Son, our crucified and risen Lord.

        Let us worship God!
*HYMN #395                   “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”                          Liebster Jesu

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (responsively)                                                                                 

God of mystery and of power,
nothing is hidden from you, to you all things are plain.
   Give us grace, O Lord, to hear your word and see your hand.
Your might and your strength are beyond all comparison.
Your love is greater than words can say.
   Give us grace, O Lord, to hear your word and see your hand.
You call us Lord to a closer walk with you.  You guide us into
the paths that you have chosen in your wisdom.
   Give us grace, O Lord, to hear your word and see your hand.
   Keep us from fleeing your presence.
   Make us responsive to your loving call.
Gracious God, hear our prayer and make us new.
   We ask it in the name of Jesus Christ,
   who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
   one God, now and forevermore.  Amen.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                           The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

***

8:00 a.m. Worship Service                           FOURTH SUNDAY 
IN LENT
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENT FOR MINISTRY                                                                   Rev. Phoebe Kitson

Chester County Food Bank 
GIVE THANKS TO GOD

THE OFFERING
   Offertory                           I Need Thee Every Hour                            Robert Lowry

Jane Waddington, piano
   *Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING           1 Samuel 3:1-14                          Old Testament, Page 247

SERMON                   “Samuel: An Openness for the Word”               Dr. Greg Stovell
from Sermon Series: Called - part 4

CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER
THE LORD’S SUPPER

We will commune by the ancient practice of intinction, dipping the bread in the cup.
Please remain seated if you do not wish to commune.
Gluten-free bread is available at the center station.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #459                    “O Word of God Incarnate”                                        Munich

*CHARGE
*BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE                       Sortie                                                     Cesar Franck

* Let all who are able, please stand. *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

ORGAN PRELUDE        Chromatic Fantasy BWV 903                              J.S. Bach

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                     from Psalm 25                               

We come, trusting in God’s mercy and love,
longing to know and to learn more about God’s ways. 
   We come, to be guided in the ways of God’s truth—
   to experience the joy of God’s salvation. 
We come, during this Lent journey,
aware of God’s steadfast love helping us to overcome
the trials and temptations which can descend on us at any time. 
   Lead us, O God, to do what is right in your eyes
   and teach us to follow the humble way of Christ,
   your beloved Son, our crucified and risen Lord.
   Let us worship God!

*HYMN #4          “Holy God, We Praise Your Name”      Grosser Gott, Wir Loben Dich

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                                                                                 

As in days of old, Creator God,
we come to look for your signs of covenant promises. 
We know we have sinned.
We confess our thoughts and actions tend to evil and wickedness.
Rescue us God.
Have mercy on us.
Like the rainbow days of Noah,
we see and know your signs
and long to hear your voice again
telling us we are forever yours.
Thank you God,
for your covenant signs in this season of Lent.  Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*RESPONSE                                                                                                          Passion Chorale

“What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend,
For this, thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end.

O make me thine forever; and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee.”

 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship Service              FOURTH SUNDAY 
IN LENT
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                           The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

***
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
MOMENT FOR MINISTRY                                                                   Rev. Phoebe Kitson

Chester County Food Bank 
SCRIPTURE READING       Psalm 91:1-6, 14-16                    Old Testament, Page 548

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                          Romanesca Variations in F                                   Joyce Chen

   *Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

*HYMN #48                                 “Rain Down”                                                Rain Down

SCRIPTURE READING            Genesis 6:1-8                          Old Testament, Page 5

SERMON                             “100% Chance of Rain”           A cantata for young singers  
from Sermon Series: Called - part 4                  by Walter S. Horsley 

I.  Now the Lord was Unhappy
II.  And We Messed Things Up

III.  The Admirable Admiral
IV.  Gonna Put Together Me An Ark (rhythmic chant)

V.  O How It Rained
VI.  At the Sign (of the Rainbow)

VII.  Love the Lord

The Celebration Singers; Marcia Sommers, Director
Julie Claeys, accompanist; Linda Davis, assistant

April Anthony, flute; Jason Reed, bass

ANNOUNCEMENTS

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #1             “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty”                             Nicaea

*CHARGE
*BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE       Chromatic Fugue BWV 903                                        J.S. Bach
* Let all who are able, please stand.          *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.

 + + + + + + + + + + + +
Our sympathy and prayers are with:

Dale and Terri McClure, and family, in the death of Terri’s mother;
Robert and Samantha Maffei, and family in the death of Robert’s grandfather;

Howard and Sandy Lebold, and family, in the death of Howard’s father; and with
Jim and Beth Gasho, and family, in the death of Beth’s father.

Ushers
 8:00 a.m. –  Bill Benson, Head Usher; Charles Haverstraw
 9:00 a.m. –  Craig Single, Head Usher; 
 10:30 a.m. – Gene Rader, Head Usher; 
Coffee Deacons today: Charles Simon and Kathy Threlkeld
Flower Deacons today: Jim and Patty Sylvester

100% Chance of Rain Cast:  
 Narrator:  Ella Hambleton   Noah’s Sons:  
 Noah:  Daniel Single      Japheth:  Jake Wilson 
 Mrs. Noah:  Sommer Vansant     Ham:  Chase Wilson
 Japheth’s Wife: Caitlyn Treichel      Shem:  Nick Dakes
 Ham’s Wife:  Jillian Bruton   
 Shem’s Wife: Audrey Beckman
    Solos in the first song, 100% Chance of Rain:
 Elise Volkman    Kate Pruden
 Ana Dakes    Leah Skomorucha

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & MEMBERSHIP
Please note: parent/responsible adult presence required at all family friendly events. 

•  The Bridge Dinner – Team Gansner will be grilling up good old grilled cheese 
sandwiches & tomato soup. Salad bar and dessert will be available as well. Vegetarian 
option also available. If you are interested in cooking a Bridge dinner, please contact 
Jennifer Rosenberg at jrosenberg@firstpreswc.com. For reservations, contact Nakeya 
Hovington at nhovington@firstpreswc.com, or call the church office to be connected to her 
voicemail by 12:00 noon on Monday.

•  12th Annual Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 26th at Everhart Park from 4:00 p.m.–5:00 
p.m. Please consider volunteering for this wonderful spring outreach mission. We need as 
many volunteers as possible. Volunteer signup sheets are located at the Easter Egg Hunt table 
in Fellowship Hall. Please bring back your “Donated Filled Eggs” by Friday, March 25th.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Linda Simunov, Event Coordinator at 
lsimunov@firstpreswc.com or 610-696-0554. Come out and enjoy a fun-filled afternoon.



8 9

•  911 Memorial & Museum Tour on Thursday, April 21. Leave West Chester 8:00 a.m.; 
Leave NYC 5:30 p.m. Museum and tour $44+$2 fee (Adult); $38+$2 (Senior), plus bus $38. 
Dinner at Little Italy --“cost on your own”. We only have 48 tickets, first come-first served. If 
interested, email Thom & Irene Clapper at psuthom@verizon.net, and send your check ($84 
or $78) to Gretchen Huebner at church--made out to First Presbyterian Church.  Deadline 
March 18.

ADMINISTRATION
• Pledges for 2016: Additional pledges are still needed to balance the 2016 budget. If you 
haven’t yet pledged, please do so on www.firstpreswc.com. From the home page, click in the 
#firstpresmatters box or paste this address in your browser: 

http://www.firstpreswc.com/ministries/generosity/stewardship/
You can also call the business office and give your pledge to Dory or Gretchen, or mail in a 
note to Dory with your pledge amount. Your pledge is very important and it matters. Thank 
you to all who have pledged for 2016!

• Assistant Office Manager: With Suzanne Gabel’s recent retirement, the Personnel 
Committee discussed several options for filling the responsibilities of this position, 
and decided that the best option for First Pres would be to eliminate both the part-time 
Receptionist and part-time Secretary positions, and replace them with a new full-time 
Assistant Office Manager position. More information about this new position is available 
on our website at www.firstpreswc.com and we welcome your referrals of candidates for the 
position! Please send resumes to office@firstpreswc.com.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Kristy Douglas, Personnel Committee Chair, at 484-686-7188.

• Director of Christian Education: Personnel Committee is also excited to announce that 
we have begun a search for a new position – a part-time Director of Christian Education!  This 
position will work to motivate and inspire children to engage in learning that will strengthen 
their personal relationship with Jesus Christ and deepen the knowledge of their Christian 
faith. This position is also now posted (go to www.firstpreswc.com), and we welcome your 
referrals of candidates for the position! Please send resumes to sclark@firstpreswc.com.

• Youth Director: The Personnel Committee is incredibly grateful to Cole Seaman and 
Kelsey Wallace who have been serving as Interim Youth Leaders since September and 
have done a superb job of making sure our Youth program has continued to flourish, 
following Jackie Lerch’s departure to a church closer to her home.  We are pleased to 
announce that we have formed the search committee who will find our next full-time 
Youth Director and we welcome your referrals of candidates for the position!  The Youth 
Director oversees a ministry that seeks to help every 6th through 12th grade student at 
First Presbyterian make steps toward a deeper maturity in Christ. This position is also 
now posted (please check it out at www.firstpreswc.com); please send resumes to sclark@
firstpreswc.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS
WORSHIP AND MUSIC

• Lenten Worship Service and Lunch This Wednesday: Join us this Wednesday, 3/9 
beginning at noon for a Lenten service featuring Rev. Phoebe Kitson. Lunch is served 
in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the half hour service ($6) and includes a 
main dish, side dish, dessert and drinks cooked and supplied by fellow church members. 
Services and lunches are open to everyone! 

• 10th Annual WEEKEND WITH THE ARTS closes out this afternoon: Don’t miss 
your opportunity to enjoy the 10th anniversary of the annual art show and accompanying 
concert this afternoon at 3:00 p.m.  Thirty artists have their works on display. The combined 
choirs of First Presbyterian and Paoli Presbyterian, present a festive concert of music with 
chamber orchestra; Free; offering received; reception to follow.

The Art Show will be open today from 8:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

• Easter Flowers: In the pew card racks, and throughout the church, you’ll find envelopes 
you can use to support the lilies and other spring flowers that will bring our Sanctuary to 
life on Easter Day (March 27). Return the envelope, or contact the church office with a gift 
of $12.00 by March 20; be sure to complete the envelope with your name and the name of 
your loved ones. Thank you from your Worship Committee. 

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
•  One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS): Sharing resources and changing lives. A gift to 
OGHS enables the Presbyterian Church to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need 
around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural disasters, providing food 
to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed. Gifts to OGHS go to support 
Presbyterian Disaster Relief, Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self Development of 
People. TODAY is the First Pres OGHS dedication Sunday with gifts accepted throughout 
Lent. There are OGHS envelopes in the pews. Checks may be made out the First Pres with 
“One Great Hour of Sharing” written in the memo line. You may also contribute online 
through our church website.

Thank you very much for your support of Presbyterian Relief efforts around the world.

•  Take a break from making dinner on Thursday, March 10: Plan now, to eat dinner at 
PJ Whelihan’s this Thursday night with your First Pres family and friends. The restaurant  
will donate 15% of your bill (dine in only) to our 24-hour Stop Hunger Now event with 
Westminster Pres. Since our first two fundraisers were during a blizzard and nasty snow/
rain/sleet, let’s make this one the most profitable!

The 24-hour meal packaging event is scheduled from 4:00 p.m. Friday, April 29 through 
4:00 p.m. Saturday, April 30. In 24 hours, we will pack 120,000 meals. In order to do 
this we need to raise a total of $34,800! Other fundraiser dates to mark on your calendar 
include: Sunday, March 20 for the Stop Hunger Now! bake sale.

To register to participate in a 2 hour time slot for the 24-hour event, go to: 
http://bit.ly/1PYSrXf  And THANK YOU to all who support this event!
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
• Women’s Bible Study: Exploring Faith with 7 Great Women - Please join us for an 
8-week exploration of faith following the lives of seven extraordinary women. Each of these 
women – Mother Theresa, Joan of Arc, Corrie Ten Boom, and others - followed God in 
her own way, living out her call in the midst of the realities of her day to day life. Using 
bestselling author Eric Metaxas’ newest book, Seven Woman: And the Secret of Their 
Greatness, participants will meet on Wednesdays from 9:30-11:00 a.m. from April 6-June 1. 
Group members will be asked to purchase a copy of the book and to read one chapter per 
week for discussion. For more information or to register for the class, please contact Rev. 
Caroline Cupp (ccupp@firstpreswc.com; 484-459-8220). All women are welcome; you 
need not be a member of First Pres.

 CAREGIVING
• Bereavement Reflection Group: Losing someone you love is one of the most profoundly 
difficult experiences a person faces. Ideally, the church is a place where you might bring 
loss and experience deep comfort through the listening ears and warm sympathies of your 
brothers and sisters in Christ. As a church, we have attempted to live this out in a variety 
of ways: by sending books and cards, calling, visiting, and providing counsel. There is 
surely much more we can do, and perhaps there are some things we could change about 
the way we acknowledge and work with grief. To do this well, we need your voices, and 
your willingness to share your experience living through grief at First Pres. Please join the 
Caregiving Committee for lunch and time of reflection this morning from 11:30 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. in room 209. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY – March 6
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
WEEKEND WITH THE ARTS
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship (100% Chance of  
    Rain); Nursery to age 2;  
    Sunday School for all  
     ages; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship (100% Chance of  
     Rain); Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5
 11:30am Bereavement Focus Group
 3:00pm Column Classics Choral  
     Concert
 4:00pm Sr High & Middle School  
     Youth Group

MONDAY – March 7
 2:00pm Peace Circle (off site)
 7:00pm Spiritual Connections (off  
      site);
   Congregational Life &  
     Membership Committee

TUESDAY – March 8
 10:00am Faith Community Nurses  
     Office Hours
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group
 7:30pm Men’s Ministry Studies

WEDNESDAY – March 9
BRIDGE
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings;       
   Sermon Talk
 9:30am Praise Circle
 10:00am Bulletin deadline
 12:00pm Lenten Worship
 12:35pm Lenten Lunch
 4:30pm Cherub Choir 
 5:00pm Celebration Singers; 
   Cherub Club 
 5:30pm Bridge Dinner
 6:15pm Youth Singers
 6:30pm Bridge Bible Study;
   BridgeKidz;
   Youth Bible Study
 7:30pm Chancel Ringers

THURSDAY – March 10
 9:00am Hope Circle
 9:45am Adult Study “Called”
 6:30pm JuBellation Ringers
 7:30pm Chancel Choir;
   Middle School Bible Study  
     (off site)

FRIDAY – March 11
 6:00am Men’s Study Groups
 1:00pm Sweet Dreams

SATURDAY – March 12

SUNDAY – March 13
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS (at 2:00 a.m.)
STAFF DEDICATION SUNDAY (at 9:00 a.m.)
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
    Sunday School for all  
     ages; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Baptisms;   
     Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5
 11:30am Youth Committee mtg. 
 3:00pm Youth Ringers

Office Hours:  
      Mon - Fri 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

 

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



130 West Miner Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania  19382
Phone: 610.696.0554   |   Fax: 610.696.7226

office@firstpreswc.com   |   www.firstpreswc.com

please text your support to 610-347-5509 ( $$$ FPC )

 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance enables congregations and mission partners of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to witness to the healing love of Christ through 
caring for communities affected by crises and catastrophic events.
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PDA IS SUPPORTED BY ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING     WWW.PCUSA.ORG/PDA    PDA@pcusa.org    (888) 728-7228 x5839

Let the waves of

be followed by 

a wave of

destruction

compassion

Ministry Highlight


