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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community 
of faith, we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God 
together, we pray that you will experience Christ’s presence 
in our midst, and that he will sustain you in the week ahead. A 
special welcome goes out to you if you are visiting. If you are 
with us for the first time, stop by the Welcome Center in the 
foyer to find out about the many opportunities available to you 
in the life of our congregation. We hope you will worship with 
us again next Sunday. 

We invite you to sign the Friendship Register, which you will 
find at the center aisle of each pew. As you pass it to others in 
your pew, note who is sitting near you, so you may greet them 
by name. Please note that hearing aids and large print bulletins 
are available from the ushers. Maps showing available parking 
are in the racks in the Fellowship Hall.  

Children are always welcome, and encouraged to participate 
in worship. Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available from 
the ushers.  

Leading Us in Worship Today:

Greg Stovell, Pastor
Steve Clark, Associate Pastor

Caroline Cupp, Associate Pastor
Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts

Lee Dettra, Guest Organist
Jane Waddington, Assistant Organist

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity. 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

ORGAN PRELUDE        All Glory, Laud, and Honor    arr. Janet Linker & Dale Wood

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                 

We come to prepare for the holiest of weeks. 
We will journey through praise, with joy on our lips;
we will travel through betrayal and death, 
cradling hope deep in our hearts.

Jesus leads us through this week, and we will follow,
for he is the life we long for,
he is the Word who sustains us.

We wave palm branches in anticipation,
we lay our love before him, to cushion his walk.

Setting aside all power, glory, and might, he comes,
modeling humility and obedience for all of us.

Hosanna! Hosanna!
Blessed is the One who brings us
the kingdom of God.

*HYMN #196                  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”           Valet Will Ich Dir Geben

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                                                                                 

With eager hearts and open hands, Holy One,
we welcome Jesus,
until he refuses the power we offer him,
choosing to become our servant.
We pick up the faith we had laid on the ground before him,
and put it back on the shelf where it belongs. 
Our pride keeps us from being able to follow him
all the way to Calvary.
Hosanna, Steadfast God, save us! 
Help us to let our fears, our doubts, our faithlessness
slip from our lives to fall at your feet,
so we may stand with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
who comes in your name,
in your glory,
in your grace to save us. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (responsively)                                         
Tell the daughters of despair,
proclaim it to the sons of sadness:

Christ has come to save us!
Hosanna! 
We will give our thanks to God,
who comes to bring us grace, hope, life.
Hosanna in the highest.  Amen!

***

8:00 a.m. Worship Service                 PASSION/PALM SUNDAY
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
MOMENT FOR MINISTRY                                                          Stop Hunger Now

Dory Speer

SCRIPTURE READING         Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29                   Old Testament, Page 565

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                                    Palm Branches                                 Jean-Baptiste Faure

Jane Waddington, soprano; Julie Claeys, piano
   *Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING            Mark 11:1-11                       New Testament, Page 47

SERMON                            “Aware of the Destination”                            Dr. Greg Stovell  
 from Sermon Series: Called - part 6 

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #220                    “Go to Dark Gethsemane”                                    Redhead 76

*BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE         Hosanna, Loud Hosanna                     arr. Michael Burkhardt

* Let all who are able, please stand. *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

ORGAN PRELUDE            Prelude on St. Theodulph                                J. S. Bach
Germany, 1685-1750

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                 

We come to prepare for the holiest of weeks. 
We will journey through praise, with joy on our lips;
we will travel through betrayal and death, 
cradling hope deep in our hearts.

Jesus leads us through this week, and we will follow,
for he is the life we long for,
he is the Word who sustains us.

We wave palm branches in anticipation,
we lay our love before him, to cushion his walk.

Setting aside all power, glory, and might, he comes,
modeling humility and obedience for all of us.

Hosanna! Hosanna!
Blessed is the One who brings us
the kingdom of God.

*HYMN #196                  “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”           Valet Will Ich Dir Geben

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                                                                                 

With eager hearts and open hands, Holy One,
we welcome Jesus,
until he refuses the power we offer him,
choosing to become our servant.
We pick up the faith we had laid on the ground before him,
and put it back on the shelf where it belongs. 
Our pride keeps us from being able to follow him
all the way to Calvary.
Hosanna, Steadfast God, save us! 
Help us to let our fears, our doubts, our faithlessness
slip from our lives to fall at your feet,
so we may stand with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ,
who comes in your name,
in your glory,
in your grace to save us. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (responsively)                                         
Tell the daughters of despair,
proclaim it to the sons of sadness:

Christ has come to save us!
Hosanna! 
We will give our thanks to God,
who comes to bring us grace, hope, life.
Hosanna in the highest.  Amen!

 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship Service    PASSION/PALM SUNDAY
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*RESPONSE                                                                                                          Passion Chorale

“What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend,
For this, thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end.

O make me thine forever; and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee.”

***
ANTHEM                              “Little Grey Donkey”                                    Natalie Sleeth

“Little grey donkey, Ho!
Do you know just who it is
you carry on your back?
’Tis no ordinary load,
no mean or common pack;
you are blessed of all beasts
to carry into town
Christ the Lord of Galilee;
he wears no earthly crown.

Little grey donkey, Ho!
Once you were a simple beast
Of poor and lowly state;
Christ himself hath chosen you,
and honored is your fate.
Tho’ your path with palms is spread,
make haste along the way;
you were destined here to ride
on this triumphal day.

Little grey donkey, Ho!
Yonder is a grassy hill,
it’s known as Calvary;
Up against the cloudless sky
a barren cross you see.
Little grey donkey, little grey mare,
don’t hide your head in shame;
for you bear the Lamb of God,
and Jesus is his name.”

The Celebration Singers and Cherub Choir
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

As the children are going to their classes, we will sing Hymn #203, refrain - Vs. 1 - refrain, 
“Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love” Chereponi

After worship, parents may pick up children at their classroom.  
Lower level: Nursery rm 5, Pre-K rm 6, K-1 rm 10, Gr 2-3 rm 14, JAM in Social Hall.  

Upper level: Gr 4-5 room 214B, Confirmation 209, Middle Sch 210, Sr High 216.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENT FOR MINISTRY                                                          Stop Hunger Now

Dory Speer 
SCRIPTURE READING         Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29                   Old Testament, Page 565

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                            “Ride On, King Jesus”                                          Traditional

“Ride on, King Jesus. no man can hinder you           arr. L.L.Fleming
Ride on King Jesus. Ride, King Jesus - ride to me.

When I looked around me to find someone who’s gentle and kind,
someone to show me the way, I look to Jesus, and I pray.

When I need someone to hear, to help me conquer my fear
when I can’t find the way, I look to Jesus and I pray.

Ride on, King Jesus. No man can hinder you. Ride on, King Jesus.”
The Chancel Choir   

*Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth
“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

*HYMN #197                        “Hosanna Loud Hosanna”                                       Ellacombe
SCRIPTURE READING            Mark 11:1-11                       New Testament, Page 47
SERMON                            “Aware of the Destination”                            Dr. Greg Stovell 

 from Sermon Series: Called - part 6 
GO IN GOD’S NAME

*HYMN #220                     “Go to Dark Gethsemane”                                   Redhead 76
*BENEDICTION 
CHORAL RESPONSE            “Palm Branches”                          Jean-Baptiste Faure

(please join the Choir)
“Sing and rejoice, O blest Jerusalem.  Of all thy sons sing the emancipation.

Through boundless love, the Christ of Bethlehem brings faith and hope to thee forevermore!
Join all and sing, his name declare!  Let every voice resound with acclamation.
Hosanna!  Praise to the Lord!  Bless Him who cometh to bring us salvation!”

ORGAN POSTLUDE       All Glory, Laud and Honor                         Alexandre Guilmant
France, 1837-1911

* Let all who are able, please stand.          *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.
 + + + + + + + + + + + +

In Memoriam
Annetta M. Jefferis, member of First Presbyterian Church

December 6, 1931 to March 14, 2016.
Our sympathy and prayers are with:

Jim and Brad Jefferis, and family, in the death of Jim’s mother, and Brad’s grandmother.
The rosebuds are to the Glory of God and in honor of:

Aven Elizabeth Lauer, born March 7, 2016, granddaughter of David and Judy Stone; and
Camila Bailey Wright, born March 8, 2016, daughter of Jonathan and Maria Wright.

The Chancel Flowers are to the Glory of God and are given by:
 Ruth Spencer, in memory of William J Spencer, Sr; 

Karen Schneck, in memory of parents Robert & Virginia Schneck; and 
John and Sandy Abernethy, in memory of Hugh & Edna Abernethy.
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Ushers
 8:00 a.m. –  Bill Benson, Head Usher; Charles Haverstraw
 9:00 a.m. –  Bill Mertz, Head Usher; Sue Mertz, Greg Speer, Al and Janet Chew
 10:30 a.m. – Bill Benson, Head Usher; Pete Kellermann, John Wuetig, Ed and Matt Hoopes

Coffee and Flower Deacons today: Justin and Nicki Bruton

Note from the Loft: Our guest organist today is Lee Dettra.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC
• Candle Chant Worship – this evening at 7:00 p.m. A quiet service of evening prayer, 
presented by our Youth Singers and Choral Scholars. Join us in the Sanctuary at the close 
of day – a wonderful, meditative way to begin Holy Week. 

• Easter Fower Cross: Remember to bring a flower with you next Sunday, as we bring our 
cross to glorious bloom on Miner Street!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Lenten Worship Service and Lunch This Wednesday: Join us this Wednesday, March 
23 beginning at noon for our final weekly Lenten service. Kelsey Wallace is in the pulpit. 
Lunch is served in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the half hour service ($6) 
and includes a main dish, side dish, dessert and drinks cooked and supplied by fellow 
church members. Service and lunch is open to everyone! 

CAREGIVING
• Presbyterian Women is sponsoring a special Local Mission Project during the months 
of March and April for the Domestic Violence Center of Chester County. The families, that 
this organization services, really need new twin size bed comforters, bath towels, washcloths, 
and gift cards to Target, Walmart, Kmart, Giant, and Shop-Rite right now.  There is also a list 
of other items hanging on the PW bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. Please place donated 
gift cards in an envelope marked Domestic Violence Center, and give it to Dory Speer or 
Karen Goldstein. If Dory and Karen are unavailable, slip the envelope through the slot in 
Karen’s door. There are two blue plastic bins under the PW Bulletin Board for the non-
gift card items. Thank you for your support. We look forward to making two deliveries to 
the DVCCC, the first at the end of March, and again at the end of April. If you have any 
questions, please e-mail Debbie Pot at dpot34@gmail.com or call 610-429-9076.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & MEMBERSHIP
Please note: parent/responsible adult presence required at all family friendly events. 

•  There is No Bridge Dinner – Have a blessed Easter!

•  12th Annual Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 26th at Everhart Park from 4:00 p.m.–
5:00 p.m. Please consider volunteering for this wonderful spring outreach mission. We need 
as many volunteers as possible. Volunteer signup sheets are located at the Easter Egg Hunt 
table in Fellowship Hall. Please bring back your “Donated Filled Eggs” by Friday, March 
25.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Linda Simunov, Event Coordinator 
at lsimunov@firstpreswc.com or 610-696-0554. Come out and enjoy a fun-filled afternoon.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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•  9/11 Memorial & Museum Tour on Thursday, April 21. We have sold all 48 tour tickets, 
and we are compiling a waiting list. We have four (4) extra seats (no tour tickets) on the 
bus that we can sell for $38 to anyone who wishes to go to NYC for a “day on your own.” If 
interested, email Thom & Irene Clapper at psuthom@verizon.net, and send your check ($38) 
to Gretchen Huebner at church--made out to First Presbyterian Church.
• PUB THEOLOGY Comes to West Chester: Join the conversation 7:00-9:00 p.m. Tuesday, 
April 5, at the Boxcar Brewpub (142 E Market St, West Chester) for stimulating and thoughtful 
conversation about God and life and faith. We’ll share our thoughts over food and drink, with 
no pressure to come (or leave) with the “right” answers. You’ve got questions, we’ve got... 
time to hear them, and think together about the answers we discover (which sometime lead 
to even better questions). No reservations needed, no cost to attend; participants pay for their 
own food and beverages. Invite a friend or three and join the conversation! Contact Pastor 
Steve Clark if you’d like more information. (Pub Theology is sponsored jointly by our own 
Congregational Life & Membership Committee, along with Westminster Presbyterian. Pub 
Theology will also meet May 3 and June 7.)

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
• Stop Hunger Now! Bake Sale, TODAY: Visit our Bake Sale table this morning in Fellowship 
Hall beginning at 8:00 a.m. Available are: Kristy Douglas’ famous chocolate chip cookies, 
scones, apple cake, apple butter, Karen Goldstein’s coconut cream Easter eggs, gluten free 
cookies, and much, much more! This is our last Stop Hunger Now! fundraiser and we still need 
to raise $4,700 in order to purchase one half of the food supplies to pack 120,000 meals at the 
24-hour event on Friday, April 29 (4:00 p.m.) to Saturday, April 30 (4:00 p.m.). To sign up to 
participate in the event, go to http://bit.ly/1PYSrXf  You can also sign up through the church’s 
website www.firstpreswc.com And THANK YOU to all who support this event!

ADMINISTRATION
• Assistant Office Manager: With Suzanne Gabel’s recent retirement, the Personnel 
Committee discussed several options for filling the responsibilities of this position, 
and decided that the best option for First Pres would be to eliminate both the part-time 
Receptionist and part-time Secretary positions, and replace them with a new full-time 
Assistant Office Manager position. More information about this new position is available 
on our website at www.firstpreswc.com and we welcome your referrals of candidates for the 
position! Please send resumes to office@firstpreswc.com.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Kristy Douglas, Personnel Committee Chair, at 484-686-7188.
• Director of Christian Education: Personnel Committee is also excited to announce that 
we have begun a search for a new position – a part-time Director of Christian Education!  This 
position will work to motivate and inspire children to engage in learning that will strengthen 
their personal relationship with Jesus Christ and deepen the knowledge of their Christian 
faith. This position is also now posted (go to www.firstpreswc.com), and we welcome your 
referrals of candidates for the position! Please send resumes to sclark@firstpreswc.com.
• Youth Director: The Personnel Committee is incredibly grateful to Cole Seaman and 
Kelsey Wallace who have been serving as Interim Youth Leaders since September and have 
done a superb job of making sure our Youth program has continued to flourish, following 
Jackie Lerch’s departure to a church closer to her home.  We are pleased to announce that 
we have formed the search committee who will find our next full-time Youth Director and 
we welcome your referrals of candidates for the position!  The Youth Director oversees a 
ministry that seeks to help every 6th through 12th grade student at First Presbyterian make 
steps toward a deeper maturity in Christ. This position is also now posted (please check it 
out at www.firstpreswc.com); please send resumes to sclark@firstpreswc.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY – March 20
PALM SUNDAY
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
STOP HUNGER NOW! BAKE SALE
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
    Sunday School for all  
     ages; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5
  4:00pm Sr High & Middle School  
     Youth Group
 7:00pm Candle Chant Worship

MONDAY – March 21
 6:00pm Exchange Club Family  
     Center Advisory Bd,
 7:00pm Service & Outreach;
   Spiritual Connections 
     (off site)

TUESDAY – March 22
 10:00am Faith Community Nurses  
     Office Hours
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group
 7:00pm Caregiving Committee 
 7:30pm Men’s Ministry Studies

WEDNESDAY – March 23
NO BRIDGE THIS WEEK
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings
 10:00am Bulletin deadline
 10:45am Sermon Talk
 12:00pm Lenten Worship
 12:35pm Lenten Lunch
 6:30pm Adult Study “Called”
 7:30pm JuBellation Ringers

THURSDAY – March 24
 9:45am Adult Study “Called”
 6:15pm Chancel Choir
 7:00pm Maundy Thursday Worship 

FRIDAY – March 25
NO BUCKET SCHOOL
 6:00am Men’s Study Groups
 12:00pm OFFICE CLOSED
 1:00pm Sweet Dreams
 7:00pm Good Friday Worship

SATURDAY – March 26
 4:00pm Community Easter Egg  
     Hunt @ Everhart Park

SUNDAY – March 27
EASTER SUNDAY
 6:45am Sunrise Worship w/   
     Communion @ Crebilly  
     Farm 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
    Sunday School for all  
     ages; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5

Office Hours:  
      Mon - Thu 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
      Fri 8:30 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Looking Ahead (selected activities):

MONDAY – March 28
OFFICE CLOSED
NO BUCKET SCHOOL

WEDNESDAY – March 30
 8:30am Newsletter Mailing Group

 (please note the change in day)

 

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



130 West Miner Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania  19382
Phone: 610.696.0554   |   Fax: 610.696.7226

office@firstpreswc.com   |   www.firstpreswc.com

please text your support to 610-347-5509 ( $$$ FPC )

• Approximately 795 million people in the world are chronically malnourished. That number is 

down 167 million over the past decade and 216 million less than in 1990-1992. Source: FAO, The 

State of Food Insecurity in the World 2015

• One in every nine people on our planet go to bed hungry each night. Source FAO, The State of 

Food Insecurity in the World 2015

• Hunger kills more people each year than AIDS, malaria and tuberculosis combined. Source: 

FAO, The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2015

• The vast majority of hungry people, 780 out of 795 million people, live in developing 

countries. Source: FAO, The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2015

• In sub-Saharan Africa, one in every four people, or 23.2 percent of the population, are hungry. 

Source: FAO, The State of Food Insecurity in the World 2014

• Price and income swings can significantly affect the poor and hungry. When prices rise, 

consumers often shift to cheaper, less-nutritious foods, heightening the risks of micronutrient 

deficiencies and other forms of malnutrition, which can have long-term adverse effects on 

people’s health, development and productivity. Source: FAO, The State of Food Insecurity in the 

World 2014

• Poor nutrition causes nearly half (45%) of deaths in children under five – 3.1 million children 

each year. Source: The Lancet, Series on Maternal and Child Nutrition, 2013

• Nearly 50 percent of people living in extreme poverty are 18 years old or younger. Source: 

UNICEF, Progress for Children, Beyond Averages: Learning from the MDGs, Number 11, 2015

• The poorest 20 percent of the world’s children are about twice as likely as the richest 20 

percent to be stunted by poor nutrition and to die before their fifth birthday. Source: UNICEF, 

Progress for Children, Beyond Averages: Learning from the MDGs, Number 11, 2015

• 66 million primary school-age children attend classes hungry across the developing world, 

with 23 million in Africa alone. Source: WFP, Two Minutes to Learn About School Meals 2012

• The first 1,000 days of a child’s life, from pregnancy through age two, are critical. A proper 

diet in this period can protect children from the mental and physical stunting that can result 

from malnutrition. Source: UN Inter‑agency Group for Child Mortality Estimation, Levels & Trends in 

Child Mortality Report 2011

HUNGER FACTS
Ministry Highlight


