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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community 
of faith, we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God 
together, we pray that you will experience Christ’s presence 
in our midst, and that he will sustain you in the week ahead. A 
special welcome goes out to you if you are visiting. We hope 
you will worship with us again next Sunday. 

 

Leading Us in Worship Today:

Greg Stovell, Pastor
Steve Clark, Associate Pastor

Caroline Cupp, Associate Pastor
Jane Waddington, Assistant Organist

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity. 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
PRELUDE                              Variations on Victory                            arr. Janet Linker

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                 

Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed!

Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed!

Death could not contain him.
Christ opened the gate to everlasting life.

Christ is risen.
He is risen indeed! Alleluia. Amen.

*HYMN #664                      “Morning Has Broken”                                           Bunessan

Morning has broken, like the first morning; 
blackbird has spoken like the first bird. 
Praise for the singing! Praise for the morning! 
Praise for them, springing fresh from the Word! 

Sweet the rain’s new fall sunlit from heaven, 
like the first dewfall on the first grass. 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden, 
sprung in completeness where God’s feet pass. 

Mine is the sunlight! Mine is the morning, 
born of the one light Eden saw play! 
Praise with elation; praise every morning, 
God’s re-creation of the new day!

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                                                                                 

Gracious God,
you sent your Son to die and rise to new life
in order that death might be brought to an end
and that we might live a new life in Him.

Yet we confess that we too often have chosen to remain
captive to doubt and fear and ways that lead to death.
By our thoughts, words, and actions,
we have scorned your love,
diminished the lives of others,
and defaced your image in us.

Forgive us for Jesus’ sake,
and enable us by His resurrection power
to live no longer for ourselves
but for Him who died and rose again for us. Amen.  

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

 6:45 a.m. Worship Service                          EASTER SUNDAY
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                           The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

***
WELCOME 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                               “Hymn of Promise”                                       Natalie Sleeth

“In the bulb there is a flower; in the seed, an apple tree; 
in cocoons a hidden promise, butterflies will soon be free!

In the cold and snow of winter there’s a spring that waits to be, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

There’s a song in every silence, seeking word and melody.  
There’s a dawn in every darkness, bringing hope to you and me.

From the past will come the future; what it holds, a mystery, 
unrevealed until its season, something God alone can see.

In our end is our beginning, in our time, infinity.  
In our doubt there is believing; in our life, eternity.
In our death, a resurrection; at the last a victory.

Unrevealed until its season, something yet unknown which God alone can see.”

Sarah Dungan, mezzo-soprano   
*Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING             John 20:1-8                       New Testament, Page 114

SERMON                       “Are You Still Afraid of the Dark?”                         Dr. Greg Stovell 
 from Sermon Series: Called - part 7 

COMMUNION
We will commune by the ancient practice of intinction, dipping the bread in the cup. 

Please remain seated if you do not wish to commune. 
Gluten-free bread is available at the center station.

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #232                  “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”                              Easter Hymn

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia!
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!
Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!
Unto Christ, our heavenly king, Alleluia!
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia!
But the pains which he endured, Alleluia!
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!
Now above the sky he’s king, Alleluia!
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!
Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!
Praise eternal as his love; Alleluia!
Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia!
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia!

*BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE            “This Joyful Eastertide”                      Arr. Douglas E. Wagner

* Let all who are able, please stand.          *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.
 + + + + + + + + + + + +

Ushers: Bill Benson, Geroge Zumbano
Elders and Deacons serving Communion: Suzanne Bragg, Nancy Thompson, Reid Willis

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
• THANK YOU!  What happens when God’s people use their gifts toward a common 
goal? An amazing Bake Sale! Thank you to the over 20 bakers who used their gifts and 
talents to create delicious and beautifully packaged goodies. Thank you to Taryn Gross for 
organizing; Missy Wilson for the beautiful table scape; Gretchen Huebner for using her 
incredible experience with all facets of the sale. And most importantly, THANK YOU to 
our donors! With your support, $1332 was raised for Stop Hunger Now!
• Stop Hunger Now - 4:00 p.m.  Friday, April 29 through 4:00 p.m. Saturday, April 
30. Sign up to participate in this unprecedented 24-hour event at  http://bit.ly/1PYSrXf 
or www.firstpreswc.com (click in the scrolling announcements on the right side) There 
remain 425 openings out of 771 possible including 3 leader 2-hour time slots. Questions, 
contact Dory Speer, dspeer@firstpreswc.com.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC
• The 65th annual National Day of Prayer, May 5, 2016 Thursday, May 5, 6:45 a.m. , 
will have profound significance for our country.  It is an unprecedented opportunity to see 
the Lord’s healing and renewing power made manifest as we call on citizens to humbly 
come before His throne.  Gather for a light breakfast and to pray for our nation and our 
leaders.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
• BRIDGE ADULT CLASS THIS WEEK: Glimpses of Guatemala (6:30-7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, Room 209) Making time to learn about the country and culture of Guatemala 
is an important way YOU can be part of our partnership with Getsemani Church in 
that Central American nation, and with our Christian sisters and brothers in our partner 
congregation. Join us to view and discuss two award-winning film shorts that will deepen 
our understanding of life in Guatemala. How is it different from our experience? What do 
we share in common with the Guatemalan experience? Come learn about the challenges 
Guatemalans are facing—and about their determination and strength in facing and 
overcoming those challenges.

CAREGIVING
• Presbyterian Women is sponsoring a special Local Mission Project during the months 
of March and April for the Domestic Violence Center of Chester County. The families, that 
this organization services, really need new twin size bed comforters, bath towels, washcloths, 
and gift cards to Target, Walmart, Kmart, Giant, and Shop-Rite right now.  There is also 
a list of other items hanging on the PW bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. Please place 
donated gift cards in an envelope marked Domestic Violence Center, and give it to Dory 
Speer or Karen Goldstein. If Dory and Karen are unavailable, slip the envelope through the 
slot in Karen’s door. There are two blue plastic bins under the PW Bulletin Board for the 
non-gift card items. Thank you for your support. We look forward to making two deliveries 
to the DVCCC, the first at the end of March, and again at the end of April. If you have any 
questions, please e-mail Debbie Pot at dpot34@gmail.com or call 610-429-9076.
• BLANKET SUNDAY APRIL 3, 2016: Please remember to stop by the Presbyterian 
Woman’s  table in Fellowship Hall on April 3, 2016 in order to support Church World 
Service’s blanket program. $5 entitles you to honor a loved one or memory of a loved one 
with a beautiful leaf on our tree.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & MEMBERSHIP
Please note: parent/responsible adult presence required at all family friendly events. 

•  The Bridge Dinner – Join us for Hot Dogs and Baked Beans Night hosted by Sandy 
Lebold. Salad bar and dessert will be available as well. Vegetarian option also available. 
If you are interested in cooking a Bridge dinner, please contact Jennifer Rosenberg at 
jrosenberg@firstpreswc.com. For reservations, contact Nakeya Hovington at nhovington@
firstpreswc.com, or call the church office to be connected to her voicemail by 12:00 noon 
on Monday.
• PUB THEOLOGY Comes to West Chester: Join the conversation 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
Tuesday, April 5, at the Boxcar Brewpub (142 E Market St, West Chester) for stimulating 
and thoughtful conversation about God and life and faith. We’ll share our thoughts over 
food and drink, with no pressure to come (or leave) with the “right” answers. You’ve got 
questions, we’ve got... time to hear them, and think together about the answers we discover 
(which sometime lead to even better questions). No reservations needed, no cost to attend; 
participants pay for their own food and beverages. Invite a friend or three and join the 
conversation! Contact Pastor Steve Clark if you’d like more information. (Pub Theology is 
sponsored jointly by our own Congregational Life & Membership Committee, along with 
Westminster Presbyterian. Pub Theology will also meet May 3 and June 7.)

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY – March 27
EASTER SUNDAY
 6:45am Sunrise Worship w/   
     Communion @ Crebilly  
     Farm 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
    Sunday School age 3 to Gr 3; 
    Radio Broadcast on 1520AM;  
    Live web stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
    JAM age 3-Grade 5

MONDAY – March 28
OFFICE CLOSED
NO BUCKET SCHOOL
 6:30pm Session Chairs
 7:30pm Session

TUESDAY – March 29
 10:00am Faith Community Nurses  
	 		 		Office	Hours
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group
 7:00pm Preschool Bd mtg.  
 7:30pm Men’s Ministry Studies

WEDNESDAY – March 30
BRIDGE
 8:30am Newsletter Mailing Group
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings;       
   Sermon Talk
 10:00am Bulletin deadline
 5:00pm Cherub Club 
 5:30pm Bridge Dinner
 6:30pm Bridge Bible Study;
   BridgeKidz;
   Youth Bible Study;
   Moms’ Evening Group
 7:30pm Chancel Ringers

THURSDAY – March 31
 7:30pm Middle School Bible Study  
     (off site) 

FRIDAY – April 1
 6:00am Men’s Study Groups
 1:00pm Sweet Dreams

SATURDAY – April 2

SUNDAY – April 3
PW BLANKET SUNDAY
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
    Sunday School for all  
     ages; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Baptisms;   
     Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5
 3:00pm Nursery Open House Play  
     Party
 3:30pm Youth Ringers
 4:00pm Sr High & Middle School  
     Youth Group

Office Hours:  
      Tue - Thu 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

 

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



130 West Miner Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania  19382
Phone: 610.696.0554   |   Fax: 610.696.7226

office@firstpreswc.com		 | 		www.firstpreswc.com

please text your support to 610-347-5509 ( $$$ FPC )

If you are interested in learning more about First Presbyterian Church  
and what it means to be a member, please attend these Connections 
Classes. The next classes scheduled are at 11:30 a.m. on Sundays,  

April 24 and May 1 (including lunch). 

Please plan to join us for these classes if you are interested in becoming 
a member of First Presbyterian Church. 

Contact	Karen	(kgoldstein@firstpreswc.com;	610-696-0554)	to	register.

Connections Class: 
Finding Out More about Becoming at Member at First Presbyterian Church

Sunday, April 24, 11:30 a.m.
Sunday, May 1, 11:30 a.m.

Ministry Highlight


