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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community 
of faith, we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God 
together, we pray that you will experience Christ’s presence 
in our midst, and that he will sustain you in the week ahead. A 
special welcome goes out to you if you are visiting. If you are 
with us for the first time, stop by the Welcome Center in the 
foyer to find out about the many opportunities available to you 
in the life of our congregation. We hope you will worship with 
us again next Sunday. 

We invite you to sign the Friendship Register, which you will 
find at the center aisle of each pew. As you pass it to others in 
your pew, note who is sitting near you, so you may greet them 
by name. Please note that hearing aids and large print bulletins 
are available from the ushers. Maps showing available parking 
are in the racks in the Fellowship Hall.  

Children are always welcome, and encouraged to participate 
in worship. Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available from 
the ushers.  

Leading Us in Worship Today:

Greg Stovell, Pastor
Steve Clark, Associate Pastor

Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts
Joyce Chen, Organist

Jane Waddington, Assistant Organist

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity. 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

ORGAN PRELUDE       Largo, from the Twelfth Sonata                        Henry Purcell

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                             from Psalm 78: 1-7                               

 We gather here to remember God’s glorious deeds—
 recorded for all time by people
 whose lives were touched by divine grace. 
	 As	people	of	hope,	they	affirmed	the	great	works	of	God,
	 and	the	importance	of	keeping	the	commandments	of	God.
     We are heirs of their faithfulness
     in witnessing to the greatness of God’s wondrous acts.
 Let our witness be as convincing, 
 so that generations to come 
 will continue to honor God’s holy name.
*HYMN #401                          “Here in This Place”                                       Gather Us In

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (responsively)                                                                                 

 God, you are good and upright, and you instruct sinners in your ways,
	 Show	us	how	to	break	down	the	barriers	separating	us	from	each	other.
     Lead us through the wilderness sin has created to find new life.

Forgive us for the times we have abandoned the poor and the homeless,
Teach us to live by the law of love in unity, peace, and harmony.
    Give us courage in the wilderness to walk in your ways.
Forgive us for the ways we exclude people of different race, culture, or gender,
Guide us that we may come to mutual understanding and care.
    Lead us through the wilderness sin has created to find new life.
Draw us into your community to embrace those 
with whom we need to be reconciled,
Grant	that	all	who	seek	to	heal	divisions	between	peoples	may	have	hope.
    Give us courage in the wilderness to walk in your ways.
    Have mercy on us, O God.
    Show us your ways.
    Teach us your paths and guide us in your truth.
    Teach us to love,
    and lead us into life everlasting.
    Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*RESPONSE                                                                                                          Passion Chorale

“What	language	shall	I	borrow	to	thank	thee,	dearest	friend,
For this, thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end.
O	make	me	thine	forever;	and	should	I	fainting	be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee.”

8:00 a.m. Worship Service                          SECOND SUNDAY 
IN LENT
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                           The Apostles’ Creed

I	believe	in	God,	the	Father	Almighty,	maker	of	heaven	and	earth,	and	in	Jesus	Christ	
his	only	Son	our	Lord;	who	was	conceived	by	the	Holy	Ghost,	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary,	
suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	was	crucified,	dead,	and	buried;	he	descended	into	hell;	the	
third	day	he	rose	again	from	the	dead;	he	ascended	into	heaven,	and	sitteth	on	the	right	
hand	of	God	the	Father	Almighty;	from	thence	he	shall	come	to	judge	the	quick	and	the	
dead.	I	believe	in	the	Holy	Ghost;	the	holy	catholic	church;	the	communion	of	saints;	the	
forgiveness	of	sins;	the	resurrection	of	the	body;	and	the	life	everlasting.	Amen.

***
SCRIPTURE READING               Psalm 46                          Old Testament, Page 517

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
GIVE THANKS TO GOD

THE OFFERING
   Offertory                              “Be	Thou	My	Vision”                      Arr. Deborah Govenor

Julie	Claeys,	piano;	Jane	Waddington,	organ															

   *Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth

“Praise	God,	from	whom	all	blessings	flow;	praise	him,	all	creatures	here	below;
praise	him	above,	ye	heavenly	host;	praise	Father,	Son	and	Holy	Ghost.	Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING            Joshua	1:	1-9                       Old	Testament,	Page	194	
SERMON																		“Joshua:	Called,	but	it	won’t	be	easy”													Dr. Greg Stovell 

from	Sermon	Series:	Called	-	part	2

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #661             “Why Should I Feel Discouraged?”                                Sparrow

*CHARGE
*BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE   Grand Choeur, from the oratorio Joshua                G. F. Handel

* Let all who are able, please stand. *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

ORGAN PRELUDE                   Quadran Pavan                                          John	Bull
CHORAL INTROIT         “O Lord, I Want Two Wings”                              Trad. Spiritual

The Cherub Choir
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                             from Psalm 78: 1-7                               

 We gather here to remember God’s glorious deeds—
 recorded for all time by people
 whose lives were touched by divine grace. 
	 As	people	of	hope,	they	affirmed	the	great	works	of	God,
	 and	the	importance	of	keeping	the	commandments	of	God.
     We are heirs of their faithfulness
     in witnessing to the greatness of God’s wondrous acts.
 Let our witness be as convincing, 
 so that generations to come 
 will continue to honor God’s holy name.
*HYMN #401                          “Here in This Place”                                       Gather Us In

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (responsively)                                                                                 

 God, you are good and upright, and you instruct sinners in your ways,
	 Show	us	how	to	break	down	the	barriers	separating	us	from	each	other.
     Lead us through the wilderness sin has created to find new life.

Forgive us for the times we have abandoned the poor and the homeless,
Teach us to live by the law of love in unity, peace, and harmony.
    Give us courage in the wilderness to walk in your ways.
Forgive us for the ways we exclude people of different race, culture, or gender,
Guide us that we may come to mutual understanding and care.
    Lead us through the wilderness sin has created to find new life.
Draw us into your community to embrace those 
with whom we need to be reconciled,
Grant	that	all	who	seek	to	heal	divisions	between	peoples	may	have	hope.
    Give us courage in the wilderness to walk in your ways.
    Have mercy on us, O God.
    Show us your ways.
    Teach us your paths and guide us in your truth.
    Teach us to love,
    and lead us into life everlasting.
    Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship Service             SECOND SUNDAY 
IN LENT
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*RESPONSE                                                                                                          Passion Chorale

“What	language	shall	I	borrow	to	thank	thee,	dearest	friend,
For this, thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end.
O	make	me	thine	forever;	and	should	I	fainting	be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee.”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                           The Apostles’ Creed

I	believe	in	God,	the	Father	Almighty,	maker	of	heaven	and	earth,	and	in	Jesus	Christ	
his	only	Son	our	Lord;	who	was	conceived	by	the	Holy	Ghost,	born	of	the	Virgin	Mary,	
suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	was	crucified,	dead,	and	buried;	he	descended	into	hell;	the	
third	day	he	rose	again	from	the	dead;	he	ascended	into	heaven,	and	sitteth	on	the	right	
hand	of	God	the	Father	Almighty;	from	thence	he	shall	come	to	judge	the	quick	and	the	
dead.	I	believe	in	the	Holy	Ghost;	the	holy	catholic	church;	the	communion	of	saints;	the	
forgiveness	of	sins;	the	resurrection	of	the	body;	and	the	life	everlasting.	Amen.

***
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

As the children are going to their classes, we will sing Hymn #175, v.1, “Lafferty”:
“Seek	ye	first	the	kingdom	of	God,	and	its	righteousness,

and all these things shall be added unto you, Allelu, alleluia.”

After worship, parents may pick up children at their classroom.  
Lower level: Nursery rm 5, Pre-K rm 6, K-1 rm 10, Gr 2-3 rm 14, JAM in Social Hall.  

Upper level: Gr 4-5 room 214B, Confirmation 209, Middle Sch 210, Sr High 216.
SCRIPTURE READING               Psalm 46                          Old Testament, Page 517

ANTHEM                “We Will Be a Shelter for Each Other”          Tom Long/Allen Pote

“In every life a day will come beneath an angry sky; 
the earthly things we build will fall, and we will question why.
Then heaven whispers in our hearts and we are moved to see 

our neighbor has become a friend, and friends a family.
Love can build a house that stands forever, stronger than a wall of steel or stone. 

We will be a shelter for each other in the storm, and when we come together, we’ll be home.
For those who wander in the streets, who shiver in the rain, 

for all who live in loneliness, for every soul in pain,
For every child who’s lost the way from every friend they knew, 

we pray that we may find the strength to make this promise true.” Refrain
The Chancel Choir

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
	 Thy	kingdom	come,	thy	will	be	done,	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven.	 
	 Give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;	and	forgive	us	our	debts,	as	we	forgive	our	debtors;	 
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
	 For	thine	is	the	kingdom	and	the	power	and	the	glory,	forever.	Amen.  

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                            “The	Battle	of	Jericho”						Trad.	Spiritual,	arr.	Moses	Hogan

“Joshua fit the battle of Jericho, and the wall come tumbalin’ down.
Talk about your kings of Gideon, talk about your men of Saul, 

but none like good ol’ Joshua, at the Battle of Jericho.
Right up to the walls of Jericho he marched with spear in hand, 

‘Go blow that ramhorn’, Joshua cried,’cause the battle am in my hand.’
Then the lamb, ram, sheep horns begin to blow, and the trumpet begins to sound.  
Joshua commanded the children to shout, And the walls come a tumbalin’ down.”

The Chancel Choir
   *Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth

“Praise	God,	from	whom	all	blessings	flow;	praise	him,	all	creatures	here	below;
praise	him	above,	ye	heavenly	host;	praise	Father,	Son	and	Holy	Ghost.	Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

*HYMN #661             “Why Should I Feel Discouraged?”                                Sparrow
SCRIPTURE READING            Joshua	1:	1-9                       Old	Testament,	Page	194	
SERMON																		“Joshua:	Called,	but	it	won’t	be	easy”													Dr. Greg Stovell 

from	Sermon	Series:	Called	-	part	2
GO IN GOD’S NAME

*HYMN #846                       “Fight the Good Fight” 																																					Duke	Street
*CHARGE
*BENEDICTION 
CHORAL RESPONSE           “A Gaelic Blessing”                            arr.	John	Rutter

“Deep peace of the running wave to you, deep peace of the flowing air to you,
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you, deep peace of the shining stars to you,

Deep peace of the gentle night to you, moon and stars pour their healing light on you,
Deep peace of Christ, the light of the world, to you.”

ORGAN POSTLUDE                Quadran Galliard																																																John	Bull
* Let all who are able, please stand.          *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.

 + + + + + + + + + + + +
Our	sympathy	and	prayers	are	with:

Jon	and	Chris	Sappey	and	family,	in	the	death	of	Chris’	father;	and	with
Scott	and	Becky	Gamble	and	family,	in	the	death	of	Scott’s	mother.

The	rosebud	is	to	the	Glory	of	God	and	in	honor	of:	
Natalie	Anne	Gagné,	born	February	10,	2016,	

daughter	of	Marc	and	Ashley	Gagné.
The	Chancel	Flowers	are	to	the	Glory	of	God	and	are	given	by:

Elizabeth	and	Peter	Guman,	in	memory	of	Dick,	Peg	and	Doug	Cloud;	and
Alicia and Bob Liermann, in memory of Beth and Ray Tatum.

Ushers
 8:00 a.m. –  Bill Benson, Head Usher;	Charles	Haverstraw
 9:00 a.m. –		Mark	Creager,	Head Usher; Steve and Sue Soulas, Carmelo Ortiz, 
      Dennis Westhafer
 10:30 a.m. – Thom Clapper, Head Usher; Ron	and	Becky	Brown,	Karen	Schneck,		 	
       Irene Clapper
Coffee Deacons today:	Steve	Jenkinson	and		Art	Massey
Flower Deacon today:	Art	Massey	and	Louise	Classen
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
• Bucket School Open House and Art Show Monday, February 29 (Leap Day): 5:30-
7:30	 p.m.	 Tour	 the	 preschool,	 meet	 our	 director	 and	 teachers,	 and	 enjoy	 the	 artwork	
displays.	Jody	Weaver,	from	Makin’ Music,	will	be	here	at	6:30	to	perform	for	the	children.	
We	are	opening	up	this	event	to	the	community,	as	well	as	our	Bucket	School	families,	to	
come	check	out	our	fabulous	facilities,	and	to	enjoy	the	children’s	artwork.

 CAREGIVING
• Bereavement Reflection Group: Losing someone you love is one of the most profoundly 
difficult	experiences	a	person	faces.	Ideally,	 the	church	is	a	place	where	you	might	bring	
loss and experience deep comfort through the listening ears and warm sympathies of your 
brothers and sisters in Christ. As a church, we have attempted to live this out in a variety 
of	ways:	 by	 sending	 books	 and	 cards,	 calling,	 visiting,	 and	 providing	 counsel.	 There	 is	
surely much more we can do, and perhaps there are some things we could change about 
the	way	we	acknowledge	and	work	with	grief.	To	do	this	well,	we	need	your	voices,	and	
your	willingness	to	share	your	experience	living	through	grief	at	First	Pres.	Please	join	the	
Caregiving	Committee	for	lunch	and	time	of	reflection	on	Sunday	March	6	from	11:30	a.m.-
1:30	p.m.	in	the	Heron	Lounge.	To	participate,	or	to	learn	more	about	this	gathering,	call	or	
email	Rev.	Caroline	Cupp	at	484-459-8220	or	ccupp@firstpreswc.com.
• Divorce Recovery and Support Program Westminster Presbyterian Church invites you 
to	an	8-week	Christian-based	education	and	support	group	 for	 individuals	going	 through	
divorce.	This	confidential	group	will	explore	topics	such	as	forgiveness,	working	with	your	
children, communication, and establishing new relationships. The group meets Sunday 
evenings	from	February	28	–	April	17	from	6:30-8:00	p.m.	at	Westminster.	Registration	is	
$20	and	includes	The	Divorce	Recovery	Workbook.	To	join,	please	contact	Rev.	Caroline	
Cupp		at	ccupp@firstpreswc.com.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC
• Lenten Worship Service and Lunch This Wednesday:	Join	us	this	Wednesday,	2/24	
beginning at noon for a Lenten service as we welcome Rev. Anderson Porter to the pulpit. 
Lunch is served in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the half hour service ($6) 
and	 includes	 a	main	 dish,	 side	 dish,	 dessert	 and	 drinks	 cooked	 and	 supplied	 by	 fellow	
church members. Services and lunches are open to everyone! 
• SAVE THE DATES – March 4-5-6 – the 10th Annual WEEKEND WITH THE 
ARTS You’ll want to be here during the 10th anniversary of the annual art show and 
accompanying	programs	that	will	brighten	your	winter.		Thirty	artists	will	have	their	works	
on	 display,	 and	we	will	welcome	 jewelry	 artists	Katy	Winters,	working	with	 her	 high-
quality	silver	jewelry	at	the	art	show	opening	on	Friday.

Friday, March 4 - Art Show Opens
	 6:30-9:30	p.m.	Live	jazz	and	refreshments
Saturday, March 5 - Art Show continues through the day
	 9:30	a.m.-5:00	p.m.
Sunday, March 6 
	 9:00/10:30	a.m.	100% Chance of Rain The Celebration Singers lead us in the story of Noah
	 3:00	p.m.	The Choirs of First Presbyterian and Paoli Presbyterian, in a festive concert    
 of	music	with	chamber	orchestra;	Free;	offering	received;	reception	to	follow

Art Show will be open from 8:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Easter Flowers: In	the	pew	card	racks,	and	throughout	the	church,	you’ll	find	envelopes	
you	can	use	to	support	the	lilies	and	other	spring	flowers	that	will	bring	our	Sanctuary	to	
life	on	Easter	Day	(March	27).	Return	the	envelope,	or	contact	the	church	office	with	a	gift	
of	$12.00	by	March	20;	be	sure	to	complete	the	envelope	with	your	name	and	the	name	of	
your	loved	ones.	Thank	you	from	your	Worship	Committee.	
• Weekly Worship Flowers:	Memorial	and	Honorarium	arrangements	decorate	our	Sanctuary	
every	Sunday	of	the	year,	with	special	plants	and	flowers	appearing	during	the	Christmas	and	
Easter seasons. Up to four individuals may sponsor a particular Sunday morning, and the cost 
per person is $30. There are a number of openings in our annual calendar — don’t miss an 
opportunity	to	honor	a	loved	one,	a	birthday	or	special	anniversary	with	the	gift	of	flowers.	
Did	you	know	our	flowers	are	recycled	every	Sunday,	and	smaller	bouquets	are	crafted	by	our	
creative	Deacons	for	members	to	take	to	a	shut-in,	a	member	or	friend	who	is	ill,	or	home?	The	
flowers	are	never	wasted,	and	it	is	a	quiet	and	lovely	ministry.	Won’t	you	take	a	minute	to	stop	
by	the	sign-up	table	in	the	Fellowship	Hall,	or	contact	the	Church	office	to	make	a	donation?

ADMINISTRATION
•  Sunday, February 28 – The Congregation and Corporation of the First 
Presbyterian Church, West Chester, PA are called to meet for the annual meeting, 
immediately following the 10:30 a.m. worship service.

• Volunteers Needed: We are in need of a few more volunteers to help staff our reception 
area. The greatest need is for Thursdays and Fridays for the approximate time frame from 
10	a.m.	to	2	p.m.	If	anyone	is	interested	in	helping	out,	please	contact	Karen	Goldstein	in	
the	church	office	at	610-696-0554	or	kgoldstein@firstpreswc.com.	Thank	you.
• Pledges for 2016	are	still	needed	to	balance	the	2016	budget.	If	you	haven’t	yet	pledged,	
please	do	so	on	www.firstpreswc.com.	From	the	home	page,	click	in	the	#firstpresmatters	
box	or	paste	this	address	in	your	browser:
		 			http://www.firstpreswc.com/ministries/generosity/stewardship/	
You	can	also	call	the	business	office	and	give	your	pledge	to	Dory	or	Gretchen,	or	mail	in	a	
note	to	Dory	with	your	pledge	amount.	Your	pledge	is	very	important	and	it	matters.	Thank	
you	to	all	who	have	pledged	for	2016!
• Assistant Office Manager: With Suzanne Gabel’s recent retirement, the Personnel 
Committee	 discussed	 several	 options	 for	 filling	 the	 responsibilities	 of	 this	 position,	
and	 decided	 that	 the	 best	 option	 for	 First	 Pres	would	 be	 to	 eliminate	 both	 the	 part-time	
Receptionist	 and	 part-time	 Secretary	 positions,	 and	 replace	 them	 with	 a	 new	 full-time	
Assistant	Office	Manager	position.	More	information	about	this	new	position	is	available	
on	our	website	at	www.firstpreswc.com	and	we	welcome	your	referrals	of	candidates	for	the	
position!	Please	send	resumes	to	office@firstpreswc.com.		If	you	have	any	questions,	please	
contact	Kristy	Douglas,	Personnel	Committee	Chair,	at	484-686-7188.
• Director of Christian Education: Personnel Committee is also excited to announce that 
we	have	begun	a	search	for	a	new	position	–	a	part-time	Director	of	Christian	Education!		This	
position	will	work	to	motivate	and	inspire	children	to	engage	in	learning	that	will	strengthen	
their	personal	relationship	with	Jesus	Christ	and	deepen	the	knowledge	of	their	Christian	
faith.	This	position	is	also	now	posted	(go	to	www.firstpreswc.com),	and	we	welcome	your	
referrals	of	candidates	for	the	position!	Please	send	resumes	to	sclark@firstpreswc.com.
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & MEMBERSHIP
Please note: parent/responsible adult presence required at all family friendly events. 

•  The Bridge Dinner	–	Coming	to	you	for	the	first	time,	Team	Zumbano	will	be	roasting	
up	 some	 delicious	 pulled	 pork	 sandwiches.	 Salad	 bar	 and	 dessert	 will	 be	 available	 as	
well.	Vegetarian	option	also	available.	 If	you	are	 interested	 in	cooking	a	Bridge	dinner,	
please	 contact	 Jennifer	 Rosenberg	 at	 jrosenberg@firstpreswc.com.	 For	 reservations,	
contact	Nakeya	Hovington	at	nhovington@firstpreswc.com,	or	call	the	church	office	to	be	
connected	to	her	voicemail	by	12:00	noon	on	Monday.
•  Movie Matinee	for	Adult	Seniors	on	Wednesday,	March	2	in	Fellowship	Hall.	A	light	
lunch	will	be	served	at	12:30	p.m.	and	the	movie	starts	at	1:00	p.m.		We’ll	be	screening	the	
2015	film,	“War Room”	starring	Alex	Kendrick,	Priscilla	Shirer,	T.C.	Stallings,	Michael	
Jr.,	Karen	Abercrombie,	Alena	Pitts,	 and	Beth	Moore.	A	compelling	drama	with	humor	
and heart, that explores the power that prayer can have on marriages, parenting, careers, 
friendships, and every other area of our lives. 
There	is	a	sign-up	table	in	Fellowship	Hall	or	contact	Linda	Simunov,	Event	Coordinator,	
with	any	questions	or	sign-up	at	610-696-0554	or	lsimunov@firstpreswc.com.			Please	sign	
up	by	Sunday,	February	28,	2016.				
•  12th Annual Easter Egg Hunt:	Saturday,	March	26th	at	Everhart	Park	from	4:00	p.m.–5:00	
p.m. Please consider volunteering for this wonderful spring outreach mission. We need as 
many	volunteers	as	possible.	Volunteer	signup	sheets	are	located	at	the	Easter	Egg	Hunt	table	
in	Fellowship	Hall.	Please	bring	back	your	 “Donated	Filled	Eggs”	by	Friday,	March	25th.		
If	you	have	any	questions,	please	feel	free	to	contact	Linda	Simunov,	Event	Coordinator	at	
lsimunov@firstpreswc.com	or	610-696-0554.	Come	out	and	enjoy	a	fun-filled	afternoon.

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
•  One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS): Sharing resources and changing lives. A gift 
to	OGHS	 enables	 the	 Presbyterian	 Church	 to	 share	God’s	 love	with	 our	 neighbors-in-
need around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural disasters, providing 
food to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed. Gifts to OGHS go to 
support Presbyterian Disaster Relief, Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self Development 
of	 People.	 March	 6th	 is	 the	 First	 Pres	 OGHS	 dedication	 Sunday	 with	 gifts	 accepted	
throughout	Lent.	There	are	OGHS	envelopes	in	the	pews.	Checks	may	be	made	out	the	
First Pres with “One Great Hour of Sharing” written in the memo line. You may also 
contribute online through our church website.
Thank	you	very	much	for	your	support	of	Presbyterian	Relief	efforts	around	the	world.

•  Take a break from making dinner on Thursday, March 10! Support Stop Hunger 
Now	by	visiting	PJ	Whelihan’s,	West	Chester,	between	5	p.m.	–	9	p.m.	on	Thursday,	March	
10.		PJ	Whelihan’s	will	donate	15%	of	your	bill	(dine	in	only)	to	our	24-hour	Stop	Hunger	
Now! event with Westminster Pres. 
The	24	hour	meal	packaging	event	is	scheduled	from	4	p.m.	Friday,	April	29	through	4	p.m.	
Saturday,	April	30.	In	24	hours,	we	will	pack	120,000	meals.	In	order	to	do	this	we	need	to	
raise	a	total	of	$34,800!	Other	fundraiser	dates	to	mark	on	your	calendar	include:	Sunday, 
March 20 for the Stop Hunger Now! bake sale.
To	register	to	participate	in	a	2	hour	time	slot	for	the	24-hour	event,	go	to:	

http://bit.ly/1PYSrXf		And THANK YOU to all who support this event!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY – February 21
MIDWINTER ADVANCE
SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
   Sunday School for all  
   ages; Radio Broadcast  on  
   1520AM; Live web stream
 10:30am  Worship; Baptisms; 
   Nursery to age 2;
   JAM age 3-Grade 5
NO Senior High & Middle School Youth Group

MONDAY – February 22
 10:00am  Faith Community Nurse
     Office Hours
 6:00pm Exchange Club Family  
      Center Advisory Bd. mtg.
 6:30pm Session Chairs
 7:30pm Session

TUESDAY – February 23
 8:30am  Newsletter Mailing Group
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group
 7:00pm Faith Circle (off site)
 7:30pm Men’s Ministry Studies

WEDNESDAY – February 24
BRIDGE
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings;       
   Sermon Talk
 10:00am Bulletin deadline
 12:00pm Lenten Worship
 12:35pm Lenten Lunch
 4:30pm Cherub Choir 
 5:00pm Celebration Singers; 
   Cherub Club 
 5:30pm Bridge Dinner
 6:15pm Youth Singers
 6:30pm Bridge Bible Study;
   Moms’ Evening Group; 
   BridgeKidz;
   Youth Bible Study
 7:30pm Chancel Ringers
 7:40pm Stephen Ministry   
      Supervision

THURSDAY – February 25
 9:45am Adult Study “Called”
 6:30pm JuBellation Ringers
 7:30pm Chancel Choir;
   Middle School Bible Study  
     (off site)

FRIDAY – February 26
 6:00am Men’s Study Groups
 1:00pm Sweet Dreams

SATURDAY – February 27

SUNDAY – February 28
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
   Sunday School for all  
   ages; Radio Broadcast  on  
   1520AM; Live web stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
   JAM age 3-Grade 5
 11:30am Congregational mtg.
 3:30pm Youth Ringers 
 4:00pm Children’s Musical   
      Rehearsal;
   Sr High & Middle School  
      Youth Group

Office Hours:  
      Mon - Fri 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

 

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc
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130 West Miner Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania  19382
Phone: 610.696.0554   |   Fax: 610.696.7226

office@firstpreswc.com   |   www.firstpreswc.com

please text your support to 610-347-5509 ( $$$ FPC )

Justice Advocacy
The PC(USA) Office of Public Witness (OPW) in Washington, DC, is responsible 
for advocating the social justice policies approved by each General Assembly 
and that have implications for the federal government.

Presbyterians’ work in justice advocacy began with the founding of 
Presbyterianism in Geneva, Switzerland, by John Calvin, who advocated for 
the innovation of public education. Calvin underscored Jesus’ role to correct, 
influence, and transform government through his earthly ministry. Similarly, 
Presbyterians are called in this present day to remind elected officials that 
their role as public servants is a calling to prophesy and not profiteer. 

Since revamping our Internship and Summer Fellowship programs in 2011, 
the OPW is witnessing an upsurge in young adults desiring to serve in public 
witness ministries. At the same time we are hosting PC(USA) middle school, 
high school, and college groups visiting DC for issue briefings, Congressional 
visits, and exposure to justice advocacy work. Despite conversations from 
some in our denomination who argue that justice advocacy is divisive, we see 
high numbers of interested youth and young adults who are responding to 
God’s call to overturn the tables of injustice in the United States and across 
the globe.

On this Palm Sunday, we commemorate a parade for Jesus, who is being 
celebrated as a healer and prophet. Jesus’ commitment is to overturn the 
wrongs of society so that freedom from oppression will create liberty and 
justice for all. Jesus said at the beginning of his ministry, “The Spirit of the 
Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery 
of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free” (Luke 4:18). These words 
are not an aside to the gospel. Compassionate and prophetic discipleship, 
motivated by love, shows itself in this willingness to challenge the principles 
and powers to do justice.

Consider attending or sponsoring the participation of a Presbyterian young 
adult in Compassion, Peace and Justice Training Day and Ecumenical 
Advocacy Days. Visit pcusa.org/Washington for more information.

 J. Herbert Nelson II, Office of Public Witness

Ministry Highlight


