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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community 
of faith, we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God 
together, we pray that you will experience Christ’s presence 
in our midst, and that he will sustain you in the week ahead. A 
special welcome goes out to you if you are visiting. If you are 
with us for the first time, stop by the Welcome Center in the 
foyer to find out about the many opportunities available to you 
in the life of our congregation. We hope you will worship with 
us again next Sunday. 

We invite you to sign the Friendship Register, which you will 
find at the center aisle of each pew. As you pass it to others in 
your pew, note who is sitting near you, so you may greet them 
by name. Please note that hearing aids and large print bulletins 
are available from the ushers. Maps showing available parking 
are in the racks in the Fellowship Hall.  

Children are always welcome, and encouraged to participate 
in worship. Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available from 
the ushers.  

Leading Us in Worship Today:

Greg Stovell, Pastor
Steve Clark, Associate Pastor

Caroline Cupp, Associate Pastor
Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts

Joyce Chen, Organist
Jane Waddington, Assistant Organist

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity. 

“Esther Chosen by Ahasuerus”, by Botticelli and Lippi (c. 1475) The cover image is a 
wonderful testament to the Italian Renaissance. In the 15th century, when young girls from 
good Florentine families got married, they were given a “cassone” or marriage chest, in 
which they could keep their finery and jewels. The paintings on the sides of these chests 
were generally scenes relating to love and marriage. This panel depicts a story taken from 
the Bible: the story of Esther and Ahasuerus. Filippino Lippi (1457-1504) was a student of 
Botticelli in Florence, and here we see slender figures inspired by his master’s style. The 
painting is also a magnificent illustration of the rules of perspective. The complete image 
can be seen here: http://goo.gl/QyjwA6

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

ORGAN PRELUDE     O Rest In The Lord, from Elijah                 Felix Mendelssohn

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                     Psalm 34:3, 95:1

Let us worship God.
Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord;
    let us exalt the name of the Lord together. 
Come, let us sing to the Lord;
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
    Let us worship God.

*HYMN #624         “I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”                         Toulon

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison)                                                                                 

Almighty and ever-living God,
ruler of all things in heaven and earth,
hear our prayers for this congregation. 
Strengthen the faithful,
arouse the careless,
and restore the penitent.
Grant us all things necessary for our common life, 
and bring us all to be of one heart and mind 
within your holy church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                           The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

***
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

8:00 a.m. Worship Service                           FIFTH SUNDAY IN 
LENT
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GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                                    Be Thou My Vision                           arr. Deborah Govenor

Julie Claeys, piano; Jane Waddington, organ

   *Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth
“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

*PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison)                                                                                 

Overwhelm us with your Spirit, O God, 
that the words we hear
will speak to our hearts as your Word, 
made known to us in Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING         Esther (selected verses)                   Old Testament, Page 444

SERMON                            “Esther: Uniquely called”                            Dr. Greg Stovell 
 from Sermon Series: Called - part 5 

  GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #69                         I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”                                    Here I Am

*CHARGE
*BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE               Ah, Holy Jesus                                        arr. Janet Linker

* Let all who are able, please stand. *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

ORGAN PRELUDE                   Tendrement in A                        Francesco Geminiani

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                     Psalm 34:3, 95:1

Let us worship God.
Proclaim with me the greatness of the Lord;
    let us exalt the name of the Lord together. 
Come, let us sing to the Lord;
    let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.
    Let us worship God.

*HYMN #624         “I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art”                         Toulon

*PRAYER OF THE DAY (unison)                                                                                 

Almighty and ever-living God,
ruler of all things in heaven and earth,
hear our prayers for this congregation. 
Strengthen the faithful,
arouse the careless,
and restore the penitent.
Grant us all things necessary for our common life, 
and bring us all to be of one heart and mind 
within your holy church;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                           The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

***
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

As the children are going to their classes, we will sing Hymn #487, stanzas 4 and 5, 
“These Treasured Children”:

“Come, Holy Spirit, help us be a nurturing community;
empower us to realize God’s kingdom through our children’s eyes.

Then, tender God, each child embrace; God give them blessings, grant them grace.
Surprise them, God, with wonders still, and gently guide them to your will.”

After worship, parents may pick up children at their classroom.  
Lower level: Nursery rm 5, Pre-K rm 6, K-1 rm 10, Gr 2-3 rm 14, JAM in Social Hall.  

Upper level: Gr 4-5 room 214B, Confirmation 209, Middle Sch 210, Sr High 216.

 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship Service                 FIFTH SUNDAY 
IN LENT

Sermon Notes
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SCRIPTURE READING         Esther (selected verses)                   Old Testament, Page 444
ANTHEM                    “How Can I Keep from Singing?”            arr. Burroughs/Martin

The text of this anthem can be found in Glory to God, #821.
The Chancel Choir

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                           “Deo Dicamus Gratias?”                          Gottfried Homilius

Germany, 1714-1785
Arr. David P. DeVenney

“Deo dicamus gratias.                           Therefore let us give thanks to God.”
The Chancel Choir   

*Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth
“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

*HYMN #693                           “Though I May Speak”                                         Gift of Love
*PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (unison)                                                                                 

Overwhelm us with your Spirit, O God, 
that the words we hear
will speak to our hearts as your Word, 
made known to us in Jesus Christ the Lord. Amen.

SCRIPTURE READING         Esther (selected verses)                   Old Testament, Page 444
SERMON                            “Esther: Uniquely called”                            Dr. Greg Stovell 

 from Sermon Series: Called - part 5 
*HYMN #69                      I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”                                    Here I Am

verses 1 & 2
COMMISSIONING OF CHURCH STAFF                                                     (at 9:00 a.m.)

Scripture Reading                    Galatians 5: 22-26                    New Testament, Page 191
Congregational Questions

Do you, members of First Presbyterian Church, confirm the call of God to our staff, 
our brothers and sisters, in the service of Jesus Christ?
Will you support and encourage them in this ministry?

Commissioning Prayer (unison)
Almighty God, in Jesus Christ you called disciples 
and, by the Holy Spirit, made them one church to serve you. 
Let your Spirit rule your church, so that we may be joined
in love and service to Jesus Christ, who, having gone before us,
is coming to meet us in the promise of your kingdom. Amen.

ORDINATION/INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS                                        (at 10:30 a.m.)

 Statement of Call
 Constitutional Questions (see page 8)
 Prayer of Ordination
 Declaration of Ordination

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #69                      I, the Lord of Sea and Sky”                                    Here I Am

verse 3

*CHARGE (unison)                                                                                       1 Peter 4:8-11

Above all, maintain constant love for one another, for love covers a multitude 
of sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining. Like good stewards 
of the manifold grace of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you 
has received. Whoever speaks must do so as one speaking the very words of 
God; whoever serves must do so with the strength that God supplies, so that 
God may be glorified in all things through Jesus Christ. To him belong the 
glory and the power forever and ever. Amen.

*BENEDICTION 
CHORAL RESPONSE           “A Gaelic Blessing”                            arr. John Rutter

“Deep peace of the running wave to you, deep peace of the flowing air to you,
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you, deep peace of the shining stars to you,

Deep peace of the gentle night to you, moon and stars pour their healing light on you,
Deep peace of Christ, the light of the world, to you.”

ORGAN POSTLUDE       Prelude and Fugue in E minor                                        J.S. Bach

* Let all who are able, please stand.          *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.
 + + + + + + + + + + + +

Our sympathy and prayers are with:
Dick and Carla Westerman, and family, in the death of Carla’s brother.

The rosebuds are to the Glory of God and in honor of:
Amelia Kate McDaniels, born March 2, 2016,great granddaughter of Bill and Betty Gilchrist,

and
Aven Elizabeth Lauer, born March 7, 2016, granddaughter of David and Judy Stone.

The Chancel Flowers are to the Glory of God and are given by:
 His wife, Nadia Rosengarten, Gene & Gail Rader, 

in celebration of the life and birthday of John Rosengarten; 
Bill, Kelsey, Jeff, and Drew Wallace, and Carol Keiler, 

in memory of Lynne Keiler Wallace, & Jim Keiler; 
Ellen Endslow, in memory of Harriet Endslow; and by

Her family, in memory of Mary Lou Klein.
Ushers
 8:00 a.m. –  Bill Benson, Head Usher; Charles Haverstraw
 9:00 a.m. –  Bill Mertz, Head Usher; Sue Mertz, Greg Speer, Kyle Speer
 10:30 a.m. – Bill Benson, Head Usher; Martha and Doug Sherman, Ed and Matt Hoopes
Coffee and Flower Deacons today: Carol Wingerd and Evelyn Norton
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Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the 
Church, and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 
   I do. 
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be, by the Holy Spirit, the 
unique and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church universal, and God’s Word 
to you? 
   I do. 
Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed 
in the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture 
leads us to believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you 
lead the people of God? 
   I do and I will. 
Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ, under the authority of Scripture, 
and be continually guided by our confessions? 
   I will. 
Will you be governed by our church’s polity, and will you abide by its discipline? Will you 
be a friend among your colleagues in ministry, working with them, subject to the ordering 
of God’s Word and Spirit? 
   I will. 
Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors, and 
work for the reconciliation of the world? 
   I will. 
Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church? 
   I do. 
Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination, and love? 
   I will. 

To deacons: 
Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and directing the people’s 
help to the friendless and those in need? In your ministry will you try to show the love and 
justice of Jesus Christ? 
   I will. 

To elders:
Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture, 
and service? Will you share in government and discipline, serving in governing bodies of 
the church, and in your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?
   I will.

To the congregation:
Do we, the members of the church, accept these church members. as deacons, elders and 
trustees, chosen by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of 
Jesus?
  We do.
Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, 
serving Jesus Christ who alone is Head of the Church?
  We do.

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS ANNOUNCEMENTS
 CAREGIVING

• Presbyterian Women is sponsoring a special Local Mission Project during the months 
of March and April for the Domestic Violence Center of Chester County. The families, that 
this organization services, really need new twin size bed comforters, bath towels, washcloths, 
and gift cards to Target, Walmart, Kmart, Giant, and Shop-Rite right now.  There is also a list 
of other items hanging on the PW bulletin board in Fellowship Hall. Please place donated 
gift cards in an envelope marked Domestic Violence Center, and give it to Dory Speer or 
Karen Goldstein. If Dory and Karen are unavailable, slip the envelope through the slot in 
Karen’s door. There are two blue plastic bins under the PW Bulletin Board for the non-gift 
card items. Thank you for your support. We look forward to making two deliveries to the 
DVCCC, the first at the end of March, and again at the end of April.
If you have any questions, please e-mail Debbie Pot at dpot34@gmail.com or call 610-429-
9076.

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
• Stop Hunger Now! Bake Sale, Sunday, March 20: Visit our Bake Sale table next Sunday 
in Fellowship Hall beginning at 8:00 a.m. Available are: Kristy Douglas’ famous chocolate 
chip cookies, scones, apple cake, apple butter, Karen Goldstein’s coconut cream Easter eggs, 
gluten free cookies, and much, much more! This is our last Stop Hunger Now! fundraiser and 
we still need to raise $4,700 in order to purchase one half of the food supplies to pack 120,000 
meals at the 24-hour event on Friday, April 29 (4:00 p.m.) to Saturday, April 30 (4:00 p.m.). 
To sign up to participate in the event, go to http://bit.ly/1PYSrXf  And THANK YOU to all 
who support this event!

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & MEMBERSHIP
Please note: parent/responsible adult presence required at all family friendly events. 

•  The Bridge Dinner – Smorgasbord Night! Come and join us as we revisit some of your 
favorite meals. Come hungry, there will tons of food available. Everything will be fresh 
and tasty! Salad bar and dessert will be available as well. Vegetarian option also available. 
If you are interested in cooking a Bridge dinner, please contact Jennifer Rosenberg at 
jrosenberg@firstpreswc.com. For reservations, contact Nakeya Hovington at nhovington@
firstpreswc.com, or call the church office to be connected to her voicemail by 12:00 noon 
on Monday.
•  12th Annual Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 26th at Everhart Park from 4:00 p.m.–
5:00 p.m. Please consider volunteering for this wonderful spring outreach mission. We need 
as many volunteers as possible. Volunteer signup sheets are located at the Easter Egg Hunt 
table in Fellowship Hall. Please bring back your “Donated Filled Eggs” by Friday, March 
25.  If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Linda Simunov, Event Coordinator 
at lsimunov@firstpreswc.com or 610-696-0554. Come out and enjoy a fun-filled afternoon.
•  911 Memorial & Museum Tour on Thursday, April 21. Leave West Chester 8:00 a.m.; 
Leave NYC 5:30 p.m. Museum and tour $44+$2 fee (Adult); $38+$2 (Senior), plus bus $38. 
Dinner in the Little Italy restaurant district, “cost on your own”. We only have 48 tickets, first 
come, first served. If interested, email Thom & Irene Clapper at psuthom@verizon.net, and send 
your check ($84 or $78) to Gretchen Huebner at church--made out to First Presbyterian Church.  
Deadline March 18.
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ADMINISTRATION
• Assistant Office Manager: With Suzanne Gabel’s recent retirement, the Personnel 
Committee discussed several options for filling the responsibilities of this position, 
and decided that the best option for First Pres would be to eliminate both the part-time 
Receptionist and part-time Secretary positions, and replace them with a new full-time 
Assistant Office Manager position. More information about this new position is available 
on our website at www.firstpreswc.com and we welcome your referrals of candidates for the 
position! Please send resumes to office@firstpreswc.com.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Kristy Douglas, Personnel Committee Chair, at 484-686-7188.

• Director of Christian Education: Personnel Committee is also excited to announce that 
we have begun a search for a new position – a part-time Director of Christian Education!  This 
position will work to motivate and inspire children to engage in learning that will strengthen 
their personal relationship with Jesus Christ and deepen the knowledge of their Christian 
faith. This position is also now posted (go to www.firstpreswc.com), and we welcome your 
referrals of candidates for the position! Please send resumes to sclark@firstpreswc.com.

• Youth Director: The Personnel Committee is incredibly grateful to Cole Seaman and 
Kelsey Wallace who have been serving as Interim Youth Leaders since September and have 
done a superb job of making sure our Youth program has continued to flourish, following 
Jackie Lerch’s departure to a church closer to her home.  We are pleased to announce that 
we have formed the search committee who will find our next full-time Youth Director and 
we welcome your referrals of candidates for the position!  The Youth Director oversees a 
ministry that seeks to help every 6th through 12th grade student at First Presbyterian make 
steps toward a deeper maturity in Christ. This position is also now posted (please check it 
out at www.firstpreswc.com); please send resumes to sclark@firstpreswc.com.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC
• Lenten Worship Service and Lunch This Wednesday: Join us this Wednesday, March 
16 beginning at noon for our weekly Lenten service. Lunch is served in the Fellowship 
Hall immediately following the half hour service ($6) and includes a main dish, side dish, 
dessert and drinks cooked and supplied by fellow church members. Services and lunches 
are open to everyone! 

• Candle Chant Worship – Sunday, March 20, 7:00 p.m.  A quiet service of evening 
prayer, presented by our Youth Singers and Choral Scholars.  Join us in the Sanctuary at 
the close of day – a wonderful, meditative way to begin Holy Week.

• Easter Flowers: In the pew card racks, and throughout the church, you’ll find envelopes 
you can use to support the lilies and other spring flowers that will bring our Sanctuary to 
life on Easter Day (March 27). Return the envelope, or contact the church office with a gift 
of $12.00 by March 20; be sure to complete the envelope with your name and the name of 
your loved ones. Thank you from your Worship Committee. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY – March 13
FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS (at 2:00 a.m.)
STAFF DEDICATION SUNDAY (at 9:00 a.m.)
OFFICER ORDINATION/INSTALLATION (at 
10:30 a.m.)
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
    Sunday School for all  
     ages; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5
 11:30am Youth Committee mtg.

MONDAY – March 14
 7:30am Building & Maintenance
 6:00pm Deacon Outreach   
      Committee
 7:00pm Grace Circle;
   Deacon Chairs & Officers;
   Personnel Committee mtg.

TUESDAY – March 15
 10:00am Faith Community Nurses  
     Office Hours
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group
 7:00pm Faith Circle (off site)
 7:30pm Men’s Ministry Studies

WEDNESDAY – March 16
BRIDGE
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings;       
   Sermon Talk
 9:30am Praise Circle
 10:00am Bulletin deadline
 12:00pm Lenten Worship
 12:35pm Lenten Lunch
 4:30pm Cherub Choir 
 5:00pm Celebration Singers; 
   Cherub Club 
 5:30pm Bridge Dinner
 6:15pm Youth Singers
 6:30pm Bridge Bible Study;
   BridgeKidz;
   Youth Bible Study
 7:30pm Chancel Ringers;
   Christian Ed Committee;
   Getsemani Prayer Group

THURSDAY – March 17
 9:45am Adult Study “Called”
 6:30pm JuBellation Ringers
 7:30pm Chancel Choir;
   Middle School Bible Study  
     (off site)

FRIDAY – March 18
 6:00am Men’s Study Groups
 1:00pm Sweet Dreams

SATURDAY – March 19

SUNDAY – March 20
PALM SUNDAY
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
STOP HUNGER NOW! BAKE SALE
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
    Sunday School for all  
     ages; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Baptisms;   
     Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5
 11:30am Youth Committee mtg. 
 4:00pm Sr High & Middle School  
     Youth Group
 7:00pm Candle Chant Worship

Office Hours:  
      Mon - Fri 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

 

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



130 West Miner Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania  19382
Phone: 610.696.0554   |   Fax: 610.696.7226

office@firstpreswc.com   |   www.firstpreswc.com

please text your support to 610-347-5509 ( $$$ FPC )

Self-Development of People
Vegetable farmers in the small community of Trio Village needed help. Living in 

Belize, they would time and time again plant 
their crops, only to be defeated. One time it 
would be plant diseases that ruined their 
crops; the next time, an infestation of pests, or 
too much rain, or too little rain. The villagers 
counted on the crops in order to eat, but the 
cost of failure was high.

The Cooperative and Agricultural Department 
of Belize’s national government suggested that 
the Trio Village farmers build “tunnels” in which 
to grow their crops. The tunnel technique 
involves stretching clear plastic over a frame 
made of PVC, to create a “hoop house” that 
serves as a simple greenhouse. The hoop house 
provides an ideal climate-controlled and pest- and disease-free environment for 
growing plants. Additionally, the hoop house extends the growing season for many 
extra months. To the farmers, it sounded like a miraculous idea.

Unfortunately, they couldn’t afford the materials to build the tunnels. On the 
verge of despair, the farmers heard about the Presbyterian Committee on Self-
Development of People (SDOP), a ministry of the One Great Hour of Sharing. SDOP 
has been working intensively in Belize for several years, entering into partnerships 
with economically poor community groups who have a vision for how to change 
their circumstances but lack the financial resources to bring their dreams to life.

With a grant from SDOP, the Trio Village farmers were able to build six hoop 
houses, which have dramatically enhanced the quality of life in the community: 
The farmers can now count on earning a livable wage from their efforts, and the 
community members are able to buy healthy food for a reasonable price.  

Wayne Gnatuk, 
former Associate Churchwide Relations, 

Compassion, Peace, and Justice

Ministry Highlight


