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For God has not given us a spirit of fear, 
but of power and of love and of a sound mind.

2 Timothy 1:7 (NKJV)
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community 
of faith, we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God 
together, we pray that you will experience Christ’s presence 
in our midst, and that he will sustain you in the week ahead. A 
special welcome goes out to you if you are visiting. If you are 
with us for the first time, stop by the Welcome Center in the 
foyer to find out about the many opportunities available to you 
in the life of our congregation. We hope you will worship with 
us again next Sunday. 

We invite you to sign the Friendship Register, which you will 
find at the center aisle of each pew. As you pass it to others in 
your pew, note who is sitting near you, so you may greet them 
by name. Please note that hearing aids and large print bulletins 
are available from the ushers. Maps showing available parking 
are in the racks in the Fellowship Hall.  

Children are always welcome, and encouraged to participate 
in worship. Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available from 
the ushers.  

Leading Us in Worship Today:

Greg Stovell, Pastor
Steve Clark, Associate Pastor

Caroline Cupp, Associate Pastor
Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts

Joyce Chen, Organist
Jane Waddington, Assistant Organist

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity. 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

ORGAN PRELUDE            Pie Jesu from Requiem                                  Gabriel Fauré

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                            2 Timothy 1 & Lamentations 3                               

Let us worship the Lord,
who saved us and called us with a holy calling,
     not according to our works
     but according to his own purpose and grace.
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end;
     they are new every morning;
     great is your faithfulness, O Lord.
Let us worship the Lord.

*HYMN #182                      “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”                                       Kingsfold

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                                                                                 

Merciful God, you call us to live in authentic faith,
and to be on fire with the gifts you have given us.
But we confess that too often we are afraid:
afraid to take risks for you,
afraid of what people will think if we truly follow you,
afraid of what it will cost us to really and truly
love you and love our neighbors—
especially the neighbors we don’t actually like very much.
Forgive our fear, O Lord. Forgive us for not trusting you.
Forgive us for all the times we ignore your call and don’t follow.
In your mercy, increase our strength and show us the way,
so that we live as signs of your healing love and power in the world.
In Christ we ask this, Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*RESPONSE                                                                                                          Passion Chorale

“What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend,
For this, thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end.

O make me thine forever; and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee.”

8:00 a.m. Worship Service                              THIRD SUNDAY 
IN LENT
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                from A Brief Statement of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God. 
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 
worship and serve.
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed 
and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 
Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the 
depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus 
from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering 
us from death to life eternal.
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

***
SCRIPTURE READING          Genesis 25:19-28                          Old Testament, Page 21

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                                 Ashokan Farewell     Jay Unger; arr. Douglas E. Wagner

The Chancel Ringers
   *Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING            2 Timothy 1:1-7                       New Testament, Page 211

SERMON                            “Timothy: Family Matters”                       Rev. Steve Clark 
from Sermon Series: Called - part 3

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #488          “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”                        Waterlife

*CHARGE
*BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE      Fugue Sur Les Jeux D’Anches                 Francois Couperin

* Let all who are able, please stand. *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

HANDBELL PRELUDE            Ashokan Farewell      Jay Unger; arr. Douglas E. Wagner
The Chancel Ringers

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                            2 Timothy 1 & Lamentations 3                               

Let us worship the Lord,
who saved us and called us with a holy calling,
     not according to our works
     but according to his own purpose and grace.
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end;
     they are new every morning;
     great is your faithfulness, O Lord.
Let us worship the Lord.

*HYMN #182                      “I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say”                                       Kingsfold

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                                                                                 

Merciful God, you call us to live in authentic faith,
and to be on fire with the gifts you have given us.
But we confess that too often we are afraid:
afraid to take risks for you,
afraid of what people will think if we truly follow you,
afraid of what it will cost us to really and truly
love you and love our neighbors—
especially the neighbors we don’t actually like very much.
Forgive our fear, O Lord. Forgive us for not trusting you.
Forgive us for all the times we ignore your call and don’t follow.
In your mercy, increase our strength and show us the way,
so that we live as signs of your healing love and power in the world.
In Christ we ask this, Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*RESPONSE                                                                                                          Passion Chorale

“What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest friend,
For this, thy dying sorrow, thy pity without end.

O make me thine forever; and should I fainting be,
Lord, let me never, never outlive my love to thee.”

 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship Service                 THIRD SUNDAY 
IN LENT
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                from A Brief Statement of Faith

In life and in death we belong to God. 

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 
worship and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed 
and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. 

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the 
depths of human pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus 
from the dead, vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering 
us from death to life eternal.

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

***
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
As the children are going to their classes, we will sing Hymn #487, v.4, “These Treasured Children”:

“Come, Holy Spirit, help us be a nurturing community;
empower us to realize God’s kingdom through our children’s eyes.

Then, tender God, each child embrace; God give them blessings, grant them grace.
Surprise them, God, with wonders still, and gently guide them to your will.”

After worship, parents may pick up children at their classroom.  
Lower level: Nursery rm 5, Pre-K rm 6, K-1 rm 10, Gr 2-3 rm 14, JAM in Social Hall.  

Upper level: Gr 4-5 room 214B, Confirmation 209, Middle Sch 210, Sr High 216.

SCRIPTURE READING          Genesis 25:19-28                          Old Testament, Page 21

ANTHEM              “Agnus Dei” from Requiem for the Living                Dan Forrest

“Agnus Dei                                       Lamb of God
  Qui tollis peccata mundi,             who takes away the sins of the world,
  miserere nobis.                             have mercy on us.
  Dona eis requiem                         Grant them eternal rest.”

The Chancel Choir; Sarah Dungan, mezzo-soprano solo; Monica Vera, soprano solo

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                                  “Be Not Afraid”                                        Craig Courtney

based on Isaiah 43
“Be not afraid, for I have redeemed you; be not afraid, I have called you by name.

When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
when you pass through the floods, they will not sweep o’er you.

When you walk through the fire, you will not be consumed, you are mine; 
you are precious in my sight.

My love for you is everlasting; my love for you shall have no end. 
You are precious in my sight.”

The Chancel Choir
   *Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

*HYMN #297                  “In Christ Called to Baptize”                                     St. Denio
SCRIPTURE READING            2 Timothy 1:1-7                       New Testament, Page 211
SERMON                            “Timothy: Family Matters”                       Rev. Steve Clark 

from Sermon Series: Called - part 3
GO IN GOD’S NAME

*HYMN #488          “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”                        Waterlife
*CHARGE
*BENEDICTION 
CHORAL RESPONSE           “A Gaelic Blessing”                            arr. John Rutter

“Deep peace of the running wave to you, deep peace of the flowing air to you,
Deep peace of the quiet earth to you, deep peace of the shining stars to you,

Deep peace of the gentle night to you, moon and stars pour their healing light on you,
Deep peace of Christ, the light of the world, to you.”

ORGAN POSTLUDE        Passacaglia and Ciaccona in G                                 Joyce Chen
* Let all who are able, please stand.          *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.

 + + + + + + + + + + + +
In Memoriam

Marjorie Harry, member of First Presbyterian Church
April 14, 1954 to February 21, 2016.
Our sympathy and prayers are with:

the family of Marjorie Harry; and with
Vernon Brewer and family, in the death of Vernon’s wife, Dorothy.

The Chancel Flowers are to the Glory of God and are given by:
the Westhafer family, in memory of Mr & Mrs Bowman.

Ushers
 8:00 a.m. –  Bill Benson, Head Usher; Charles Haverstraw
 9:00 a.m. –  Craig Single, Head Usher; 
 10:30 a.m. – Gene Rader, Head Usher; 
Coffee Deacons today: Monica and Rudy Treichel

Note from the Loft: The Chancel Choir’s first anthem today is one of the sections from Dan 
Forrest’s ‘Requiem for the Living’, which will be presented in its entirety with small orchestra 
during Weekend with the Arts on Sunday, March 6, at 3:00 p.m. Plan to be here with the choir 
when they sing this newer work for choir and orchestra, most appropriate for the Lenten season.
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•  TODAY Sunday, February 28 – The Congregation and Corporation of the First 
Presbyterian Church, West Chester, PA are called to meet for the annual meeting, 
immediately following the 10:30 a.m. worship service.

ADMINISTRATION
• Pledges for 2016: Additional pledges are still needed to balance the 2016 budget. If you 
haven’t yet pledged, please do so on www.firstpreswc.com. From the home page, click in the 
#firstpresmatters box or paste this address in your browser: 

http://www.firstpreswc.com/ministries/generosity/stewardship/
You can also call the business office and give your pledge to Dory or Gretchen, or mail in a 
note to Dory with your pledge amount. Your pledge is very important and it matters. Thank 
you to all who have pledged for 2016!
• Assistant Office Manager: With Suzanne Gabel’s recent retirement, the Personnel 
Committee discussed several options for filling the responsibilities of this position, 
and decided that the best option for First Pres would be to eliminate both the part-time 
Receptionist and part-time Secretary positions, and replace them with a new full-time 
Assistant Office Manager position. More information about this new position is available 
on our website at www.firstpreswc.com and we welcome your referrals of candidates for the 
position! Please send resumes to office@firstpreswc.com.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Kristy Douglas, Personnel Committee Chair, at 484-686-7188.
• Director of Christian Education: Personnel Committee is also excited to announce that 
we have begun a search for a new position – a part-time Director of Christian Education!  This 
position will work to motivate and inspire children to engage in learning that will strengthen 
their personal relationship with Jesus Christ and deepen the knowledge of their Christian 
faith. This position is also now posted (go to www.firstpreswc.com), and we welcome your 
referrals of candidates for the position! Please send resumes to sclark@firstpreswc.com.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC
• Lenten Worship Service and Lunch This Wednesday: Join us this Wednesday, 3/2 
beginning at noon for a Lenten service as we welcome Rev. Steve Clark to the pulpit. 
Lunch is served in the Fellowship Hall immediately following the half hour service ($6) 
and includes a main dish, side dish, dessert and drinks cooked and supplied by fellow 
church members. Services and lunches are open to everyone! 
• 10th Annual WEEKEND WITH THE ARTS! March 4-5-6: You’ll want to be here next 
weekend, during the 10th anniversary of the annual art show and accompanying programs.  
Thirty artists will have their works on display, and we will welcome jewelry artist Katy 
Winters, working with her high-quality silver jewelry at the art show opening on Friday.

Friday, March 4 - Art Show Opens
 6:30-9:30 p.m. Live jazz and refreshments
Saturday, March 5 - Art Show continues through the day
 9:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Sunday, March 6 
 9:00/10:30 a.m. 100% Chance of Rain The Celebration Singers lead us in the story of Noah
 3:00 p.m. The Choirs of First Presbyterian and Paoli Presbyterian, in a festive concert    
 of music with chamber orchestra; Free; offering received; reception to follow

Art Show will be open from 8:30 a.m.-6:00 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Easter Flowers: In the pew card racks, and throughout the church, you’ll find envelopes 
you can use to support the lilies and other spring flowers that will bring our Sanctuary to 
life on Easter Day (March 27). Return the envelope, or contact the church office with a gift 
of $12.00 by March 20; be sure to complete the envelope with your name and the name of 
your loved ones. Thank you from your Worship Committee. 

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
•  One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS): Sharing resources and changing lives. A gift to 
OGHS enables the Presbyterian Church to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need 
around the world by providing relief to those affected by natural disasters, providing food 
to the hungry, and helping to empower the poor and oppressed. Gifts to OGHS go to 
support Presbyterian Disaster Relief, Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self Development 
of People. March 6th is the First Pres OGHS dedication Sunday with gifts accepted 
throughout Lent. There are OGHS envelopes in the pews. Checks may be made out the 
First Pres with “One Great Hour of Sharing” written in the memo line. You may also 
contribute online through our church website.

Thank you very much for your support of Presbyterian Relief efforts around the world.

•  Take a break from making dinner on Thursday, March 10: Support Stop Hunger 
Now! by visiting PJ Whelihan’s, West Chester, between 5 p.m. – 9 p.m. on Thursday, 
March 10.  PJ Whelihan’s will donate 15% of your bill (dine in only) to our 24-hour Stop 
Hunger Now! event with Westminster Pres. 

The 24-hour meal packaging event is scheduled from 4 p.m. Friday, April 29 through 4 
p.m. Saturday, April 30. In 24 hours, we will pack 120,000 meals. In order to do this we 
need to raise a total of $34,800! Other fundraiser dates to mark on your calendar include: 
Sunday, March 20 for the Stop Hunger Now! bake sale.
To register to participate in a 2 hour time slot for the 24-hour event, go to: 

http://bit.ly/1PYSrXf  And THANK YOU to all who support this event!
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

• Bucket School Open House and Art Show TOMORROW, Monday, February 29 
(Leap Day): 5:30-7:30 p.m. Tour the preschool, meet our director and teachers, and enjoy 
the artwork displays. Jody Weaver, from Makin’ Music, will be here at 6:30 to perform for 
the children. We are opening up this event to the community, as well as our Bucket School 
families, to come check out our fabulous facilities, and to enjoy the children’s artwork.

• Women’s Bible Study: Exploring Faith with 7 Great Women - Please join us for an 
8-week exploration of faith following the lives of seven extraordinary women. Each of these 
women – Mother Theresa, Joan of Arc, Corrie Ten Boom, and others - followed God in 
her own way, living out her call in the midst of the realities of her day to day life. Using 
bestselling author Eric Metaxas’ newest book, Seven Woman: And the Secret of Their 
Greatness, participants will meet on Wednesdays from 9:30-11:00 a.m. from April 6-June 1. 
Group members will be asked to purchase a copy of the book and to read one chapter per 
week for discussion. For more information or to register for the class, please contact Rev. 
Caroline Cupp (ccupp@firstpreswc.com; 484-459-8220). All women are welcome; you 
need not be a member of First Pres.
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 CAREGIVING
• Bereavement Reflection Group: Losing someone you love is one of the most profoundly 
difficult experiences a person faces. Ideally, the church is a place where you might bring 
loss and experience deep comfort through the listening ears and warm sympathies of your 
brothers and sisters in Christ. As a church, we have attempted to live this out in a variety 
of ways: by sending books and cards, calling, visiting, and providing counsel. There is 
surely much more we can do, and perhaps there are some things we could change about 
the way we acknowledge and work with grief. To do this well, we need your voices, and 
your willingness to share your experience living through grief at First Pres. Please join the 
Caregiving Committee for lunch and time of reflection on Sunday March 6 from 11:30 a.m.-
1:30 p.m. in the Heron Lounge. To participate, or to learn more about this gathering, call or 
email Rev. Caroline Cupp at 484-459-8220 or ccupp@firstpreswc.com.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & MEMBERSHIP
Please note: parent/responsible adult presence required at all family friendly events. 

•  The Bridge Dinner – Team Bruton will be warming us up with their delicious sausage 
& tortellini soup. Salad bar and dessert will be available as well. Vegetarian option 
also available. If you are interested in cooking a Bridge dinner, please contact Jennifer 
Rosenberg at jrosenberg@firstpreswc.com. For reservations, contact Nakeya Hovington at 
nhovington@firstpreswc.com, or call the church office to be connected to her voicemail by 
12:00 noon on Monday.

•  Movie Matinee for Adult Seniors this Wednesday, March 2 in Fellowship Hall. A light 
lunch will be served at 12:30 p.m. and the movie starts at 1:00 p.m.  We’ll be screening 
the 2015 film, “War Room”. Sign-up at the table in Fellowship Hall or contact Linda 
Simunov, Event Coordinator, with any questions or sign-up at 610-696-0554 or lsimunov@
firstpreswc.com. Sign up deadline is today Sunday, February 28, 2016.    

•  12th Annual Easter Egg Hunt: Saturday, March 26th at Everhart Park from 4:00 p.m.–5:00 
p.m. Please consider volunteering for this wonderful spring outreach mission. We need as 
many volunteers as possible. Volunteer signup sheets are located at the Easter Egg Hunt table 
in Fellowship Hall. Please bring back your “Donated Filled Eggs” by Friday, March 25th.  
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Linda Simunov, Event Coordinator at 
lsimunov@firstpreswc.com or 610-696-0554. Come out and enjoy a fun-filled afternoon.

•  911 Memorial & Museum Tour on Thursday, April 21. Leave West Chester 8:00 a.m.; 
Return from NYC 5:30 p.m. Museum and tour $44+$2 fee (Adult); $38+$2 (Senior), plus 
bus $38. Dinner at Little Italy --“cost on your own”. We only have 48 tickets, first come-first 
served. If interested, email Thom & Irene Clapper at psuthom@verizon.net, and send your 
check ($84 or $78) to Gretchen Huebner at church--made out to First Presbyterian Church.  
Deadline March 18.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY – February 28
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
   Sunday School for all  
   ages; Radio Broadcast  on  
   1520AM; Live web stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
   JAM age 3-Grade 5
 11:30am Congregational mtg.
 3:30pm Youth Ringers 
 4:00pm Children’s Musical   
      Rehearsal;
   Sr High & Middle School  
      Youth Group

MONDAY – February 29
 5:30pm Bucket School Leap Day  
     Open House/Art Show
 7:00pm Chancel Choir Rehearsal

TUESDAY – March 1
 9:30am  Hospitality Training Follow  
     Up
 10:00am Faith Community Nurses  
     Office Hours
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group
 7:30pm Men’s Ministry Studies

WEDNESDAY – March 2
BRIDGE
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings;       
   Sermon Talk
 10:00am Bulletin deadline
 12:00pm Lenten Worship
 12:35pm Lenten Lunch
 1:00pm Movie Matinee War Room
 4:30pm Cherub Choir 
 5:00pm Celebration Singers; 
   Cherub Club 
 5:30pm Bridge Dinner
 6:15pm Youth Singers
 6:30pm Bridge Bible Study;
   Moms’ Evening Group; 
   BridgeKidz;
   Youth Bible Study
 7:30pm Chancel Ringers

THURSDAY – March 3
 9:00am Art Show Setup
 9:45am Adult Study “Called”
 6:30pm JuBellation Ringers
 7:30pm Chancel Choir;
   Middle School Bible Study  
     (off site)

FRIDAY – March 4
WEEKEND WITH THE ARTS
 6:00am Men’s Study Groups
 1:00pm Sweet Dreams
 5:00pm Children’s Musical   
     Rehearsal
 6:30pm Weekend with the Arts -
     Art Show Opening

SATURDAY – March 5
WEEKEND WITH THE ARTS
 9:30am Art Show continues (‘til  
     5:00pm)
 7:00pm Choral Concert at Paoli  
     Presbyterian Church

SUNDAY – March 6
FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
WEEKEND WITH THE ARTS
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship (100% Chance of  
    Rain); Nursery to age 2;  
    Sunday School for all  
     ages; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship (100% Chance of  
     Rain); Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5
 11:30am Bereavement Focus Group
 3:00pm Column Classics Choral  
     Concert
 4:00pm Sr High & Middle School  
     Youth Group

Office Hours:  
      Mon - Fri 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



130 West Miner Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania  19382
Phone: 610.696.0554   |   Fax: 610.696.7226

office@firstpreswc.com   |   www.firstpreswc.com

please text your support to 610-347-5509 ( $$$ FPC )

The Barn at Spring Brook Farm was founded in 2006 by 
Mary Beth Drobish on her 18-acre farm just outside of 
West Chester. Her vision was to combine her passion for 
animals and her love of children in a unique way. After 
much reflection, she decided to build a handicapped-

accessible Chester County bank barn to provide opportunities for children with disabilities 
to participate in animal-assisted activities. With that, The Barn at Spring Brook Farm was 
born. Little did Mary Beth know exactly how successful her idea would be!

Over the years the programs have grown to include individual visitation with one on one 
interaction between the children and animals; a summer day camp with fun filled days that 
include both animal interaction and activities designed to improve socialization and sensory 
skills; and school field trips that provide opportunities for large groups of special needs 
children to interact with the animals.

This formula for visitation has proven to be extremely 
successful, and The Barn has transitioned from a 
primarily volunteer driven organization to a successful 
non-profit with a professional staff, a dedicated 
Board of Directors, and a large group of committed 
volunteers. In 2012, Mary Beth decided it was time 
for her to retire and spend more time with her children 
and grandchildren, but with her home on the property, 
she is never too far away. She also continues to be 
an active Board member and great advocate for the 
organization.

As we have grown, so too has our need to adapt to the current environment and focus 
our efforts. In 2013, the Board of Directors recognized a shift in the visitors we are seeing 
to primarily those children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). As a result, The Board 
decided to invest in building our knowledge and expertise to better serve families with 
children on the spectrum. Currently about 60% of the children we serve are diagnosed with 
ASD.

The Barn is a place where children can just be 
children. They can have fun in a safe environment 
while working towards their personal goals. 
The Barn has been a success because of the 
support from our community of benefactors and 
friends. The programming offered to children is 
truly unique – there is no other program like it 
in the Greater Philadelphia area. And, it is very 
much needed. Thank you for your support and 
friendship. We value each and every person that 
has contributed towards making this organization 
a success.

Ministry Highlight


