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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community 
of faith, we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God 
together, we pray that you will experience Christ’s presence 
in our midst, and that he will sustain you in the week ahead. A 
special welcome goes out to you if you are visiting. If you are 
with us for the first time, stop by the Welcome Center in the 
foyer to find out about the many opportunities available to you 
in the life of our congregation. We hope you will worship with 
us again next Sunday. 

We invite you to sign the Friendship Register, which you will 
find at the center aisle of each pew. As you pass it to others in 
your pew, note who is sitting near you, so you may greet them 
by name. Please note that hearing aids and large print bulletins 
are available from the ushers. Maps showing available parking 
are in the racks in the Fellowship Hall.  

Children are always welcome, and encouraged to participate 
in worship. Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available from 
the ushers.  

Leading Us in Worship Today:

Greg Stovell, Pastor
Steve Clark, Associate Pastor

Caroline Cupp, Associate Pastor
Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts
Cole Seaman, Interim Director of Youth Ministries

Kelsey Wallace, Christian Education Assistant
Lee Dettra, Guest Organist

Jane Waddington, Assistant Organist

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity. 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

ORGAN PRELUDE             Siyahamba & Linstead                                     arr. John A. Behnke

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                 

Come and worship, all you who love and serve the Lord.
Old-timers and new-comers,
the questioning, the steadfast, and those in-between.
     Come as you are for this is God’s house,
     A house of prayer for all people,
     God welcomes each one who comes.
So now with faith both bold and timid 
     let us worship God.

*HYMN #826                         “Lift High the Cross”                                             Crucifer

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                                                                                 

Gracious God, 
we confess that we have sinned in your sight.
Despite our best efforts and intentions,
we have failed to consistently live in ways
that bring honor to your name.
Forgive us.
Through the grace of Jesus Christ
and the power of the Holy Spirit,
set us free from the grip of sin—
from attitudes and actions that do not lead to life. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
*RESPONSE                                                                                                   Meineke

“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; world without end, Amen, Amen.”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                         from A Brief Statement of Faith 10.3

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the 
world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every 
race and people, to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from 
our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others and 
ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the 
planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice 
and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose 
a covenant people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the 
children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still God makes us heirs with 
Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a 
father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.

***

8:00 a.m. Worship Service                            YOUTH SUNDAY

The photo on this morning’s cover is of an original sculpture by Hannah Atchinson called 
“Here is the Church, Here is the Steeple, Open the Doors...”

The piece is a clay rendering. Hannah writes “The title of this sculpture is from the common 
rhyme, ‘Here is the church, here is the steeple, open the doors and see all the people.’ The 
position of the hands is a variation of the hand motions that go with the poem. I was inspired 
to make this piece by our church’s theme verse, ‘Above All, Love’ “.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                                     Romance in C                                                Beethoven

Nolan Prochnau, viola; Sam Prochnau, piano  
*Offertory Response                        Lasst Uns Erfreuen

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below.  
Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!”   

*Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READINGS       Romans 8:26-30                  New Testament, Page 158
                                                      Philippians 2:1-11                  New Testament, Page 197

SERMON                                   Youth Sermons                                          Kendall Turner
Katie Gergel

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #157                      “I Danced in the Morning”                          Lord of the Dance

*BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE                Toccata in Seven                                           John Rutter

* Let all who are able, please stand. *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

PRELUDES                         Moderato (Chorale in E)                                    Cesar Franck
Belgium/France, 1822-1890

                                                       Romance in C                                                  Beethoven
Nolan Prochnau, viola; Sam Prochnau, piano  

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                 

Come and worship, all you who love and serve the Lord.
Old-timers and new-comers,
the questioning, the steadfast, and those in-between.
     Come as you are for this is God’s house,
     A house of prayer for all people,
     God welcomes each one who comes.
So now with faith both bold and timid 
     let us worship God.

*HYMN #826                         “Lift High the Cross”                                             Crucifer

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                             
*RESPONSE                                                                                                   Meineke

“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; world without end, Amen, Amen.”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                         from A Brief Statement of Faith 10.3

We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father. In sovereign love God created the 
world good and makes everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every 
race and people, to live as one community. But we rebel against God; we hide from 
our Creator. Ignoring God’s commandments, we violate the image of God in others and 
ourselves, accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the 
planet entrusted to our care. We deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice 
and mercy to redeem creation. In everlasting love, the God of Abraham and Sarah chose 
a covenant people to bless all families of the earth. Hearing their cry, God delivered the 
children of Israel from the house of bondage. Loving us still God makes us heirs with 
Christ of the covenant. Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child, like a 
father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God is faithful still.

***

 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship Service                   YOUTH SUNDAY
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

After worship, parents may pick up children at their classroom.  

Lower level: Nursery rm 5, Pre-K rm 6, K-1 rm 10, Gr 2-3 rm 14, JAM in Social Hall.  
Upper level: Gr 4-5 room 214B, Confirmation 209, Middle Sch 210, Sr High 216.

ANTHEM                 “I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light”   Houston/arr. Moklebust

The Youth Ringers; Pete Prochnau, clarinet

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                      “What Does the Lord Require?”                         Mark Burrows 

Based on Micah 6:8

“What does the Lord require of us? What sacrifice is good?
Do what is just, love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.

Will the Lord be pleased with riches? What offering will make things right?
What can we do to be more worthy in God’s sight?

What does the Lord require of us?
Do what is just. Love kindness, and walk humbly with your God.”

The Youth Singers and the Chancel Choir

   *Offertory Response                        Lasst Uns Erfreuen

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below.  
Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

*HYMN #450                        “Be Thou My Vision”                                                  Slane

SCRIPTURE READING          Romans 8:26-30                       New Testament, Page 158

SERMON                                   Youth Sermon                                            Kendall Turner

SCRIPTURE READING         Philippians 2:1-11                       New Testament, Page 197

SERMON                                   Youth Sermon                                               Katie Gergel

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #157                      “I Danced in the Morning”                          Lord of the Dance

ANNOUNCEMENTS

*BENEDICTION 
CHORAL RESPONSE              “Christ Is All”                            Dave and Jean Perry

ORGAN POSTLUDE               Bell Symphony                                           Henry Purcell
England, 1659-1695

* Let all who are able, please stand.          *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.
 + + + + + + + + + + + +

The rosebud is to the Glory of God and in honor of:
Emma Mary Sundquist born April 7, 2016, daughter of Matthew and Kathleen Sundquist,

granddaughter of John and Jill Sundquist.
Our sympathy and prayers are with:

Jim and Nancy Haughton and family, in the death of Nancy’s stepfather; and
Gladys Singer and Helen Ulrich and families in the death of Gladys’ sister and Helen’s aunt.

The Chancel Flowers are to the Glory of God and are given by:
 Jim and Gail Turner and family, in memory of grandparents & great-grandparents.

Ushers
 8:00 a.m. –  Bill Benson, Head Usher; Charles Haverstraw
 9:00 a.m. –  Art Massey, Head Usher, Liz D’Ginto, Nolan Prochnau, Sam Prochnau,   
  Andrew Single  
 10:30 a.m. –  George Zumbano, Head Usher; Nolan Prochnau, Sam Prochnau,                  
  Andrew Single, Heidi Winters 
Coffee and Flower Deacons today: Evelyn Norton and Andrea Tweedie
Youth assisting in Worship at 9:00 and 10:30:
Hannah Atchinson Quinn Bruton Jake Drap Sam Drap
Liz D’Ginto Catherine Foster Megan Gamble Katie Gergel
Sophia Guerriero Knox Hambleton Madison Mardoian Ben Nicolson
George Nicolson Caroline Porter Nolan Prochnau Sam Prochnau
Andrew Pruden Liam Sinclair Andrew Singl Susie Stovell
Kendall Turner Lindsay Volkman Julie Walker Heidi Winters

Garrett Ziss  

CAREGIVING
• Deacons Work Day: Do you need help with spring cleaning or other home projects?  
Our deacons are here to serve!  We are helping members with their projects on the 
morning of Saturday, May 14th.  Please contact the church office at 610-696-0554 or 
email care@firstpreswc.com to let us know if you have a project that we can help you with.  
No job is too small!           

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms”      1 Peter 4:10

WORSHIP AND MUSIC
• Candle Chant Worship – This evening at 7:00 p.m.; quiet evening prayer, sung and led 
by our Youth Singers and Choral Scholars. This is a wonderful way to end the day, and start 
the work week. Free; this will be the final Candle Chant service until the fall.
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• Column Classics – The final program of the fine arts series this season is one you won’t 
want to miss: Sunday, May 15, 7:00 p.m., the Chancel Ringers will be presenting a Spring 
Ring. The program will include favorite hymn tunes, unique arrangements for bells, 
and selections of music from the movies and Broadway! Always inspiring, this talented 
ensemble of 12 ringers will be enhanced by a variety of instruments, including flute, piano 
and percussion. Over 100 bells and chimes; free, offering received. 

• National Day of Prayer will take place on Thursday, May 5, and First Pres will open 
our doors at 6:45 a.m. that morning for an hour of organized prayer for our nation - please 
join us! A light breakfast will be served; no advance sign-up is needed. The prayer time will 
begin promptly at 7:00 and will conclude by 8:00 a.m. Contact Elizabeth Hess for more 
info (ebhess801@gmail.com).

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
• Raising Generous Children: TODAY, children ages 3 - 5th grade will be participating 
in a new program during Sunday School and JAM called Raising Generous Children. 
This program was developed by a team at First Pres to help nurture the awareness, 
understanding, and practice of disciplined generosity. Children will be presented with a 
“Widow’s Offering” drama, (led by some of their very own Sunday School teachers!), 
and will discuss the importance of joyful giving. The program will provide a structure 
for weekly offerings to be collected in Sunday School and JAM; creating a standardized 
routine throughout all Sunday School classes, including Middle and High School. A prayer, 
song, and scripture verse will be recited each week and resources will be provided to 
parents to help explain the program and how to become involved in radical generosity. All 
offerings will be given to a mission partner selected by our Youth and presented in front of 
the congregation at the end of the Sunday School year. Please ask your kids about it after 
worship today!

ADMINISTRATION
• Are you a people person? We need you! Looking for people to exhibit radical hospitality at 
the front office of the church between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. in ½ day shifts.  In 
this volunteer position, you are the most important person in the church! Looking for friendly, 
capable, warm and welcoming individuals who can greet visitors, answer the phone, help with 
miscellaneous office work and be the face of the church. Is this opportunity for you? If so, 
please contact Karen Goldstein at 610-696-0554 or kgoldstein@firstpreswc.com.

• Director of Christian Education: Personnel Committee continues to accept applications. 
This position is posted online (go to www.firstpreswc.com), and we welcome your referrals of 
candidates for the position! Please send resumes to sclark@firstpreswc.com.

• Youth Director: Personnel Committee continues to accept applications for this position. Job 
description and qualifications for this position are posted online (go to www.firstpreswc.com); 
please send resumes to sclark@firstpreswc.com.

ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Attention All Child & Youth Volunteers! If you volunteer with any activities within 
the church that involves children or youth, and have not attended a previous Stewards of 
Children training, please mark your calendar for our next training session on Wednesday, 
May 18 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Stewards of Children is a program that creates a culture 
of awareness – teaching adults to prevent and recognize signs of sexual abuse and react 
responsibly when abuse is disclosed, discovered, or suspected. First Pres requires all 
volunteers who participate in the children’s or youth ministries to attend. 
Special Note: This training will be open to anyone who is interested; space permitting. If 
you are not a current child/youth volunteer, we ask that you purchase the workbook for 
$10 - the training will be offered for free!
For questions, or to signup for the training, please contact Kelly Fleming at flemk6@aol.com 
or 484-678-9249.

YOUTH
• Youth Flower Sale & Caregiving Opportunity begins today! In Fellowship Hall on 
Sundays, April 17, 24 and May 1, the Youth will be taking orders for flowers. Buy some 
for your personal use and gift-giving or to be delivered to one of our homebound members. 
Orders may also be placed online at http://www.firstpreswc.com/register1/youth-flower-
sale/. Flowers will be ready for pick-up on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8. Contact Becky 
Gamble at 610-889-0928 with any questions.

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
• West Chester Area Senior Center is looking for some volunteer marshals to help 
during the 7th Annual Great Race event on Saturday, May 7. Your involvement consists 
of monitoring the pathway that surrounds the Senior Center and guiding the runners and 
walkers in the proper direction. Most commitments require a fractional part of an hour.
If you can help, please contact Joe Mobile who is coordinating the volunteers.  He can be 
reached at 610-696-4990 and/or jmobile@pahousegop.com or contact Thom Clapper prior 
to April 28 for additional information at psuthom@verizon.net or 610-436-5667.
• Are you a night owl or an early morning person? Then Stop Hunger Now needs 
you to complete the 24-hour roster of volunteers from Friday into Saturday, April 29-30!  
Currently there are 486 volunteers registered for 771 spots – 63% filled. Time slots that 
most need people are:

1:30 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Set Up Friday, April 29 (need to be able to lift 50 lbs.)
10:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m. Friday into Saturday April 30
12:00 a.m. – 2:00 a.m. Saturday
2:00 a.m. – 4:00 a.m. Saturday
4:00 a.m. – 6:00 a.m. Saturday

Sign up on our website, go directly to SignUpGenius (http://bit.ly/1PYSrXf ), or email 
Dory Speer dspeer@firstpreswc.com. All hands are needed and each shift is only 2 hours 
long- Thank you!
THANK YOU to everyone who donated to the Stop Hunger Now event – together we 
have raised $17,400 which completes our portion of the cost of the 24-hour event! This 
happened because of your support!
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•  April 23 Morning of Service – Bridge of Hope, one of our local mission partners who 
provides housing assitance for single homeless mothers, is looking for volunteers to clean and 
prepare an apartment for painting. We need a team of 6-8 women and men to work Saturday, 
April 23, from 8:30 a.m.– noon. A good team may finish earlier! The apartment is at 1514 
Olive St, Coatesville, adjacent to the BOH offices. Contact Reid Willis (frwillis@gmail.com) 
or Howard Lebold (howard.lebold@verizon.net) by April 20 to join us.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & MEMBERSHIP
Please note: parent/responsible adult presence required at all family friendly events. 

•  The Bridge Dinner – Team Gansner returns with another fan favorite…meatball 
sandwiches. Salad bar and dessert will be available as well. Vegetarian option also 
available. If you are interested in cooking a Bridge dinner, please contact Jennifer 
Rosenberg at jrosenberg@firstpreswc.com. For reservations, contact Nakeya Hovington 
at nhovington@firstpreswc.com, or call the church office to be connected to her voicemail 
by 12:00 noon on Monday.

•  Connections Class will meet on April 24 and May 1, 2016 at 11:45 a.m.: Lunch will 
be provided. If you are interested in learning more about First Pres or becoming a member, 
contact Karen Goldstein (610-696-0554 or kgoldstein@firstpreswc.com) to sign up for the 
class.
• SIGN UP NOW FOR THE 2016 CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY: Stop by the 
Lifetouch sign-up table in Fellowship Hall or go to www.firstpreswc.com, to begin the 
process. You’ll need to pick a day and time that best fits your schedule. The scheduled 
photo session dates to choose from (first come, first served) are:

May 31 (Tuesday, between 2:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.)
June 1-3 (Wednesday/Thursday/Friday, between 2:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.)
June 4 (Saturday, between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.)
June 14-17 (Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday, between 2:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.)
June 18 (Saturday, between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.)
June 21-24 (Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday, between 2:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.)
June 25 (Saturday, between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.)

Each participating family will receive a complimentary 8”x10” photograph, and a free 
copy of the full church directory, just for coming. You will have the opportunity to purchase 
additional portraits for yourself, your family, and your friends.

• Additional Directory Support Needed: You may have noticed from the schedule above, 
that Lifetouch will be here for 15 7-hour days. We will be looking for some volunteers to 
help with manning the registration table in Fellowship Hall on those days. If you would be 
willing to help, please contact Brian Claeys at bclaeys@firstpreswc.com, or call the church 
office and ask for him.

• Looking For Photos: If you’ve taken some particularly engaging photographs over the 
past 3 or 4 years, that say more about the life of First Pres than a thousand words ever 
could, please send them along to bclaeys@firstpreswc.com, or drop them off at the church 
office. We’ll be selecting as many as we can to include in the yearbook/activities section 
of the church directory.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY – April 17
YOUTH SUNDAY
FLOWER SALE BEGINS
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
    Sunday School for all  
     ages; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5
 3:00pm Summer Mission Drive
 7:00pm Candle Chant Worship

MONDAY – April 18
 8:30am Building and Maintenance
  6:00pm Exchange Club Family Ctr.  
      Advisory Bd
 6:30pm Finance Committee
 7:00pm Service and Outreach

TUESDAY – April 19
 10:00am Faith Community Nurses  
     Office Hours
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group
 7:00pm Stewardship Ministry Team;
     Faith Circl (off site)
  7:30pm Men’s Ministry Studies

WEDNESDAY – April 20
BRIDGE
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings;       
   Sermon Talk
 9:30am Women’s Study;   
 10:00am Bulletin deadline
 4:30pm Cherub Choir 
 5:00pm Celebration Singers; 
   Cherub Club 
 5:30pm Bridge Dinner
 6:30pm Bridge Bible Study;
   BridgeKidz;
   Youth Bible Study
 6:45pm Brass Ensemble
 7:30pm Chancel Ringers;  
    Christian Education

 THURSDAY – April 21
 8:00am First Pres Travelers Trip to   
     NYC
 6:30pm JuBellation Ringers
 7:30pm Chancel Choir;
   Middle School Bible Study  
     (off site)

FRIDAY – April 22
 6:00am Men’s Study Groups
 1:00pm Sweet Dreams

SATURDAY – April 23
 8:30am Bridge of Hope Workday  
     (off site)

SUNDAY – April 24
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
    Sunday School for all  
     ages; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Baptisms;
     Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5
 11:45am Connections class w/lunch
 1:30pm Nursing Home Worship
 4:00pm Middle School and Senior  
     High Youth Group

Office Hours:  
      Mon - Fri 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

 

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



130 West Miner Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania  19382
Phone: 610.696.0554   |   Fax: 610.696.7226

office@firstpreswc.com   |   www.firstpreswc.com

please text your support to 610-347-5509 ( $$$ FPC )

First Pres Youth!

For good!
For God!

Ministry Highlight


