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 First Presbyterian Church of West Chester

JUNE 12, 2016 
FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
9:00 and 10:30 a.m. 
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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community 
of faith, we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God 
together, we pray that you will experience Christ’s presence 
in our midst, and that he will sustain you in the week ahead. A 
special welcome goes out to you if you are visiting. If you are 
with us for the first time, stop by the Welcome Center in the 
foyer to find out about the many opportunities available to you 
in the life of our congregation. We hope you will worship with 
us again next Sunday. 

We invite you to sign the Friendship Register, which you will 
find at the center aisle of each pew. As you pass it to others in 
your pew, note who is sitting near you, so you may greet them 
by name. 
• Please note that hearing aids and large print bulletins are 

available from the ushers. 
• Maps showing available parking are in the racks in the 

Fellowship Hall.  

Children are always welcome, and encouraged to participate 
in worship. Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available from 
the ushers.  

Leading Us in Worship Today:

Greg Stovell, Pastor
Steve Clark, Associate Pastor

Caroline Cupp, Associate Pastor
Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts

Sándor Kádár, Principal Organist
Kelsey Wallace, Christian Education Assistant

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity. 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.
ORGAN PRELUDE  Improvisation on O Word of God Incarnate              Sándor Kádár
*CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                           (see Psalm 146)

Praise the Lord!
I will praise the Lord as long as I live.

Sing praises to God, who made heaven and earth,
who is faithful forever,

who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,

who sets the prisoners free,
who watches over the stranger,

who cares for widows and orphans.
The Lord will reign forever.

We will praise the Lord!
*HYMN #459                    “O Word of God Incarnate”                                        Munich
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Almighty God, by water and your Holy Spirit
you baptized us to be your own, and called the church into being.
We confess that we hold back the love of your Spirit among us.
We do not listen for your word of grace,
speak the good news of our love,
or live as a people made one in Christ.
Have mercy on us, O God.
Transform our lives by the power of your Holy Spirit,
and make strong our common witness to the one Lord,
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON      
*RESPONSE #447                                                                             We Are Forgiven    

“We are forgiven. We are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.

We are forgiven. We are forgiven.
Thanks be to God. Thanks be to God.”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                           from A Brief Statement of Faith
In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of people long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

*** 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                        

As the children are going to their classes, we will sing Hymn #188, “Jesus Loves Me” 
After worship, parents may pick up children the Social Hall downstairs.  

WELCOME AND MINISTRY UPDATES
FIRST SCRIPTURE READING   Isaiah 49:1-7                  Old Testament, Page 679

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                          “The Last Words of David”                           Randall Thompson

based on II Samuel 24:3-4                   United States, 1899-1984

“He that ruleth over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.
And he shall be as the light of the morning, when the sun riseth, even a morning without clouds; 

as the tender grass springing out of the earth by clear shining after rain. Alleluia, Amen”

Summer Chancel Choir

   *Offertory Response, #606, The Doxology                        Old Hundredth

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
*HYMN #314        “Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness”      Christ Be Our Light
Please note that choir will sing the first verse and refrain; congregation will join in for rest of the verses.

SECOND SCRIPTURE READING      Matthew 5:13-16         New Testament, Page 4

SERMON              “God on a Mission: A People for the World”           Rev. Steve Clark
“The church exists by mission, just as fire exists by burning.” – Emil Brunner

WELCOMING NEW CONFIRMANDS                                                              10:30 a.m.

With joy and thanksgiving we welcome you to share with us 
in the ministry of Christ, for we are all one in him.

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #724                    “O Jesus, I Have Promised”                                Angel’s Story

*BENEDICTION 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHORAL RESPONSE        “God Be In My Head”                            Andrew Carter

“God be in my head and in my understanding; God be in mine eyes and in my looking.
God be in my mouth and in my speaking; God be in my heart and in my thinking.

God be at mine end, and in my departing.”
ORGAN POSTLUDE               Fanfare in D major                           Nicholas J. Lemmens

             Belgium, 1823-1881

* Let all who are able, please stand.          *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.

 + + + + + + + + + + + +

Our sympathy and prayers are with
Joel Dragan and family in the death of his mother; and

Lisa and Ed Hoopes and family in the death of Lisa’s father.

The Chancel Flowers are to the Glory of God and are given by
 Suzanne Bragg, in memory of Sara Harding; and

 Lynn Wildrick, in memory of June Phillips.
Ushers
 9:00 a.m. –  Mark Creager, Head Usher; 
 10:30 a.m. –  Phil Heaver, Head Usher; Mark Creager, Gwyn Heaver  

Coffee and Flower Deacons today: Evelyn Norton and Charles Simon

WORSHIP AND MUSIC
• For Next Sunday’s Sermon, “God On a Mission: A People Set Apart”, read 1 Peter 2:4-12 
and Deuteronomy 10:12-22. For reflection: Look at the list of images used in 1 Peter 2:9 
to describe the church. What do you think about those images? Do any of them support, or 
challenge your own understanding of what it means to be followers of Jesus? If we at First 
Presbyterian took these images seriously, how do you think it might affect how we behave 
with each other—and with people we encounter in our community?

• Summer Chancel Choir: All, including any students home for the summer from college, 
are welcome to participate in Summer Chancel Choir on any given Sunday. The more the 
merrier. If you’re interested, please come by the choir room at 8:20 a.m. Sunday mornings. 
Questions? Ask Marcia, Sándor, or any member of the Choir!

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
• Save the Date! Wednesday, August 3, for Mission: Possible (VBS in a Day!) This 
one-day event for children in our congregation and community begins at 9:30 a.m. and 
concludes at 1:00 p.m., and includes lunch. Our focus will be on ways we can serve God by 
serving others in our community. Cost is FREE to all participants. Watch for more details 
in coming days. If you can help that day, or with preparations for that day, visit www.
firstpreswc.com and click on the VBS link. You can also contact Pastor Steve Clark if you 
have questions. We can make this awesome event happen—with your help!
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• Confirmation Sunday: This morning at the 10:30 a.m. worship service we celebrate 
the Confirmation of twelve young people. The confirmation class has been exploring their 
faith together since last fall and we are excited to walk with them on this next step of their 
journey of faith. Please be sure to take a moment to greet them after the service!

Maddie Brown Catherine Foster Brett Graff
Knox Hambleton Lauren Hoopes Maddie Mardoian
Mack Moore George Nicolson Caroline Porter
Liam Sinclair Andrew Single Heidi Winters

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & MEMBERSHIP
• First Pres Travelers: 

Trip to the United Nations on Tuesday, August 9. The trip should be around $60. 
Once we reserve the tickets, we have 15 days to pay for them. Before we reserve tickets, 
we need to have 40 people committed to going. Please contact Thom and Irene Clapper 
ASAP.
Penn State vs Temple football game at Penn State. September 17, noon or 3:00 
p.m. kickoff. Depending on your seat choice, game tickets $75-$150 (50-yd line).  
Bus cost approximately $40. Tickets can’t be reserved until we have a firm number of 
commitments. 
If interested in either trip, contact Thom and Irene Clapper, psuthom@verizon.net or 
610-436-5667

• Graduating Seniors: If you know of a church member graduating from high school, 
college, or post-graduate studies (or if you are one), please forward their name to the 
church office so that they can be recognized in upcoming communications.

CAREGIVING
• Muscle Men Needed: If you have some free time and can help with occasional 
transportation of someone needing a wheelchair to be placed in the trunk of your car, 
please contact Marilyn Kupfer at mkupfer@firstpreswc.com or 610-383-9523.

ADMINISTRATION
• Changes to your bank’s routing or account number? Are you banking with BB&T? 
Are you a Direct Debit participant? If yes to both, please contact Dory Speer, 610-696-0554 
or dspeer@firstpreswc.com to update your bank’s routing and/or account number to keep 
your direct debit active.
• 2016 Global Leadership Summit: At some point in all of our lives, we lead. Whether 
we are active in our church, neighborhood, school, community, workplace, or own family, 
we can be inspired and motivated by the speakers at the Global Leadership Summit.  GLS 
is an incredible opportunity to hear a range of speakers (including Melinda Gates, John 
Maxwell, and Patrick Lencioni), share their knowledge, experience and inspirational 
accomplishments. Leverage this resource to sharpen your skills and unleash your full 
potential. June 28 is the deadline to reserve your spot for the live simulcast at Westminster 
Pres for only $99. The Summit will take place on Thursday and Friday, August 11 and 12 
from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Contact Dory Speer, 610-696-0554, or dspeer@firstpreswc.com 
to sign up by June 28!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY – June 12
NO 8:00 WORSHIP UNTIL FALL
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
 8:20am Summer Choir Rehearsal
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til 10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
     JAM age 3-Grade 5;
     Radio Broadcast on  
     1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
     Sunday School Review mtg.
 11:30am Youth Committee mtg.;
     Confirmation Class  
     Reception 
     (parents and confirmands)

MONDAY –  June 13
 7:30am Building and Maintenance  
     mtg.
 2:00pm Peace Circle (off site)
 6:00pm Deacon Outreach   
     Committee
 7:00pm Personnel Committee mtg.;
     Deacon Board mtg.:
     Grace Circle (off site)

TUESDAY – June 14
 10:00am Faith Community Nurses  
     Office Hours
 2:00pm Directory Photo Sessions  
     (til 9:00pm)
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group
 7:00pm Stewardship Ministry mtg.
  7:30pm Men’s Ministry Studies

WEDNESDAY – June 15
NO BRIDGE UNTIL SEPTEMBER 7
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings
 9:30am Bridge Planning mtg.
 2:00pm Directory Photo Sessions  
     (til 9:00pm)
 12:00pm Bulletin deadline
 7:30pm Christian Education   
     Committee mtg.

THURSDAY – June 16
 2:00pm Directory Photo Sessions  
     (til 9:00pm) 

FRIDAY – June 17
 6:00am Men’s Study Groups
 1:00pm Sweet Dreams
 2:00pm Directory Photo Sessions  
     (til 9:00pm)

SATURDAY – June 18
 10:00am Directory Photo Sessions  
     (til 5:00pm)

SUNDAY – June 19
NO 8:00 WORSHIP UNTIL FALL
BLOOD PRESSURE SUNDAY
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
 8:20am Summer Choir Rehearsal
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til 10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
     JAM age 3-Grade 5;
     Radio Broadcast on  
     1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2

Office Hours:  
      Mon - Fri 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



Vision: To be leaders in improving the lives of disadvantaged adults by 
creating educational and employment opportunities.

Mission: Opening opportunities for individuals to prepare for sustainable 
employment and financial independence through education, training and support 
services.

History: CC-OIC is an independent agency affiliated with OICA – Opportunities 
Industrialization Centers of America. OICA was founded in 1964 in Philadelphia 
by the Reverend Dr. Leon Sullivan. Dr. Sullivan, a well-respected and beloved 
minister, fought for social justice all of his life. Self-reliance was Dr. Sullivan’s 
adage, and it remains the goal of OIC affiliates internationally.

At Chester County OIC, we continue his battle against injustice and 
discrimination through education and life skills training. Specifically developed 
programs serve clients and students classified as low-income or disadvantaged. 
The ESL students represent 19 different native languages. Chester County OIC 
continues to grow and adapt to the needs of the county, students and clients.

130 West Miner Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania  19382
Phone: 610.696.0554   |   Fax: 610.696.7226

office@firstpreswc.com   |   www.firstpreswc.com

please text your support to 610-347-5509 ( $$$ FPC )

Chester County Opportunities
Industrialization Center

Ministry Highlight


