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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community 
of faith, we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God 
together, we pray that you will experience Christ’s presence 
in our midst, and that he will sustain you in the week ahead. A 
special welcome goes out to you if you are visiting. If you are 
with us for the first time, stop by the Welcome Center in the 
foyer to find out about the many opportunities available to you 
in the life of our congregation. We hope you will worship with 
us again next Sunday. 

We invite you to sign the Friendship Register, which you will 
find at the center aisle of each pew. As you pass it to others in 
your pew, note who is sitting near you, so you may greet them 
by name. Please note that hearing aids and large print bulletins 
are available from the ushers. Maps showing available parking 
are in the racks in the Fellowship Hall.  

Children are always welcome, and encouraged to participate 
in worship. Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available from 
the ushers.  

Leading Us in Worship Today:

Greg Stovell, Pastor
Steve Clark, Associate Pastor

Caroline Cupp, Associate Pastor
Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts

Lee Dettra, Guest Organist
Jane Waddington, Assistant Organist

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity. 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

ORGAN PRELUDE       Variations on Lift High The Cross                             arr. Janet Linker

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                 
Alleluia, Christ is risen!
     The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!
Blessing and honor is yours, O God.
     Glory to God forever. Alleluia!

*HYMN #317                   “In Christ There Is No East or West”                                             McKee

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Holy God, you play no favorites.
But we are not always so tolerant and accepting—
especially when it comes to people different from us.
Forgive our sin, and help us to see as you see,
that we may be found acceptable in your sight
through Jesus our Christ. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                           see Acts 10:43

Hear what the prophets have spoken:
everyone who believes in Christ
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.
Friends, believe the good news:
     In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Alleluia!

*RESPONSE                                                                                                   Meineke

“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; world without end, Amen, Amen.”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                           The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

***

8:00 a.m. Worship Service                              FIFTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER

The photo on this morning’s cover is of a Romanesque brass or bronze baptismal font 
made between 1107 and 1118, now in St Bartholomew’s church in Liège, Belgium. The 
font is a major masterpiece of Mosan art, remarkable for the classicism of its style. This 
particular depiction, Saint Peter baptising Cornelius the Centurion, is one of five separate 
renderings found on the 36 inch diameter basin. The hand of God appears from above to 
signal approval. 

The font was traditionally attributed to Renier de Huy, a 12th-century metalworker and 
sculptor, but this, and even the Mosan origin of the font, have been questioned and 
alternative theories advanced. Nothing is known of Renier’s life other than that he was 
mentioned in a document of 1125 as a goldsmith, but a 14th-century chronicle mentions 
him as the artist of the font.
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENT FOR MINISTRY                                                                              Andrea Tweedie

Deacon Work Day

SCRIPTURE READING        Acts 10, excerpts                    New Testament, Page 128

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                              This Joyful Eastertide                                    arr. Jim Taylor

Based on the words of Hymn #244 in Glory to God.
Marcia Sommers, flute  

*Offertory Response                        Lasst Uns Erfreuen

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below.  
Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!”   

*Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING        Acts 10, excerpts                    New Testament, Page 128

SERMON                  “Peter & Cornelius: Called to be Different”        Rev. Steve Clark
from Sermon Series: Called - part 10

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #297                   “In Christ Called to Baptize”                                    St. Denio
*BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE                    Rigaudon                                               Andre Campra

* Let all who are able, please stand. *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

ORGAN PRELUDE              Prelude on St. Columba                                Harold Friedell
United States, 1905-1958

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                 
Alleluia, Christ is risen!
     The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia!
Blessing and honor is yours, O God.
     Glory to God forever. Alleluia!

*HYMN #317                   “In Christ There Is No East or West”                                             McKee

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

Holy God, you play no favorites.
But we are not always so tolerant and accepting—
especially when it comes to people different from us.
Forgive our sin, and help us to see as you see,
that we may be found acceptable in your sight
through Jesus our Christ. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON                                                                           see Acts 10:43

Hear what the prophets have spoken:
everyone who believes in Christ
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.
Friends, believe the good news:
     In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Alleluia!

*RESPONSE                                                                                                   Meineke

“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; world without end, Amen, Amen.”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                           The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

***

 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship Service                   FIFTH SUNDAY
OF EASTER
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SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM                                                                  10:30 a.m

The Sacrament of Baptism is given to:
Brady Edward Solarz, born June 19, 2015,

son of Mark and Kristi Solarz;
and

Natalie Anne Gagné, born February 10, 2016,
daughter of Marc and Ashley Gagné.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
As the children are going to their classes, we will sing Hymn #487, stanza 4 & 5, 

“These Treasured Children” (Puer Nobis Nascitur)
“Come, Holy Spirit, help us to be a nurturing community; 

empower us to realize God’s kingdom through our children’s eyes.
Then, tender God, each child embrace; God give them blessings, grant them grace.

Surprise them, God, with wonders still, and gently guide them in your will.”
After worship, parents may pick up children at their classroom.  

Lower level: Nursery rm 5, Pre-K rm 6, K-1 rm 10, Gr 2-3 rm 14, JAM in Social Hall.  
Upper level: Gr 4-5 room 214B, Confirmation 209, Middle Sch 210, Sr High 216. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
MOMENT FOR MINISTRY                                                                              Andrea Tweedie

Deacon Work Day

ANTHEM                    “How Lovely Are the Messengers”              Felix Mendelssohn
from the oratorio St. Paul                          Romans 5:15, 16

“How lovely are the messengers that preach us the gospel of peace;
To all the nations is gone forth the sound of their words, 

throughout all the lands their glad tidings.”
The Chancel Choir

SCRIPTURE READING        Acts 10, excerpts                    New Testament, Page 128

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory                 “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”             arr. Gilbert Martin 

The text of this anthem can be found in Glory to God, #223 or 224.
The Chancel Choir 

   *Offertory Response                        Lasst Uns Erfreuen

“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him, all creatures here below.  
Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!”

   *Prayer of Dedication

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
*HYMN #288                       “Spirit of the Living God”                                 Living God

SCRIPTURE READING        Acts 10, excerpts                    New Testament, Page 128

SERMON                  “Peter & Cornelius: Called to be Different”        Rev. Steve Clark
from Sermon Series: Called - part 10

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #297                   “In Christ Called to Baptize”                                    St. Denio

*BENEDICTION 
CHORAL RESPONSE  “The Lord Bless You and Keep You”          Peter C. Lutkin

“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord lift his countenance upon you and give you peace.
The Lord make his face to shine upon you, and be gracious unto you. Amen.”

ORGAN POSTLUDE                 Trumpet Tune                                        Bruce Campbell
United States, b. 1948

* Let all who are able, please stand.          *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.
 + + + + + + + + + + + +

In Memoriam
A. Elaine Cook, member of First Presbyterian Church

February 25, 1958 to April 17, 2016
Our sympathy and prayers are with:

Darrell Cook and Diane Marino and families in the death of their mother; and
Jim and Judy Austin in the death of Jim’s sister.

The Chancel Flowers are to the Glory of God and are given by:
 Barry and Sandi Hambleton, in honor of their grandchildren Knox and Ella Hambleton;

and
 Marc and Ashley Gagné, in honor of their daughter Natalie’s baptism.

Ushers
 8:00 a.m. –  Bill Benson, Head Usher; Charles Haverstraw
 9:00 a.m. –  Charlie Myhre, Head Usher  
 10:30 a.m. –  Larry Trerotola, Head Usher; Bruce and Janet Marra,                  
  Steve and Nancy Tuttle 
Coffee Deacons today: Sara Dunn and Holly Reigner

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & MEMBERSHIP
Please note: parent/responsible adult presence required at all family friendly events. 

•  The Bridge Dinner – Join us for the last Bridge dinner of the season.  Your very own 
CLM Committee will be hosting a cookout to get us thinking about summer! Salad bar 
and dessert will be available as well. Vegetarian option also available. For reservations, 
contact Karen Goldstein at kgoldstein@firstpreswc.com, or call the church office to be 
connected to her voicemail by 12:00 noon on Monday.
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• SIGN UP NOW FOR THE 2016 CHURCH PHOTO DIRECTORY: Stop by the 
Lifetouch sign-up table in Fellowship Hall or go to www.firstpreswc.com, to begin the 
process. You’ll need to pick a day and time that best fits your schedule. The scheduled 
photo session dates to choose from (first come, first served) are:

May 31 (Tuesday, between 2:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.)
June 1-3 (Wednesday/Thursday/Friday, between 2:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.)
June 4 (Saturday, between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.)
June 14-17 (Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday, between 2:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.)
June 18 (Saturday, between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.)
June 21-24 (Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday/Friday, between 2:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m.)
June 25 (Saturday, between 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.)

Each participating family will receive a complimentary 8”x10” photograph, and a free 
copy of the full church directory, just for coming. You will have the opportunity to purchase 
additional portraits for yourself, your family, and your friends.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC
• National Day of Prayer: On Thursday, May 5, Christians all over the country will meet 
over the course of the day to pray for our nation - will you take part, too? First Pres will 
host prayer time in the Herron Lounge (with a light breakfast at 6:45 a.m.) beginning 
promptly at 7 a.m. and ending at 8 a.m. on May 5. Contact Elizabeth Hess for more info 
(ebhess801@gmail.com).

• Column Classics – The final program of the fine arts series this season is one you won’t 
want to miss: Sunday, May 15, 7:00 p.m., the Chancel Ringers will be presenting a Spring 
Ring. The program will include favorite hymn tunes, unique arrangements for bells, 
and selections of music from the movies and Broadway! Always inspiring, this talented 
ensemble of 12 ringers will be enhanced by a variety of instruments, including flute, piano 
and percussion. Over 100 bells and chimes; free, offering received. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS ANNOUNCEMENTS
CAREGIVING

• Deacons Work Day: Do you need help with spring cleaning or other home projects?  
Our deacons are here to serve!  We are helping members with their projects on the 
morning of Saturday, May 14th.  Please contact the church office at 610-696-0554 or 
email care@firstpreswc.com to let us know if you have a project that we can help you with.  
No job is too small!           

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, 
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms”      1 Peter 4:10

• Quilters: Sweet Dreams is a part of Fabric Missions of First Presbyterian Church.  We 
make quilts for newborns baptized in our church, pillow cases for children at Chester 
County Hospital, among other sewing projects for mission.
We are in need of a few experienced quilters who would love to share their talent to support 
our mission.  We invite you to visit our table in Fellowship Hall on Sunday, May 15, to 
meet some of our members and learn more about our group.  Look for the “quilted cross.”

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
• Adult Enrichment Series: Understanding Islam and Those Who Live By It continues 
this week, with sessions Sunday morning (10:30 a.m. in the Herron Lounge) and 
Wednesday evening (6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall). Sunday 4/24: What Islam Means to 
Me, featuring guests from the Islamic Society of Chester County (ISCC); Wednesday 4/27 
& Sunday 5/1: General Q&A, to ask your questions Islam and Muslims past and present. 
The series is facilitated by Jeff Heim, member of Calvary Lutheran Church in West Chester 
and experienced historian and lecturer on the topic.

ADMINISTRATION
• Are you a people person? We need you! Looking for people to exhibit radical hospitality at 
the front office of the church between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. in ½ day shifts.  In 
this volunteer position, you are the most important person in the church! Looking for friendly, 
capable, warm and welcoming individuals who can greet visitors, answer the phone, help with 
miscellaneous office work and be the face of the church. Is this opportunity for you? If so, 
please contact Karen Goldstein at 610-696-0554 or kgoldstein@firstpreswc.com.
• Director of Christian Education: Personnel Committee continues to accept applications. 
This position is posted online (go to www.firstpreswc.com), and we welcome your referrals of 
candidates for the position! Please send resumes to sclark@firstpreswc.com.
• Youth Director: Personnel Committee continues to accept applications for this position. 
Job description and qualifications for this position are posted online (go to www.firstpreswc.
com); please send resumes to sclark@firstpreswc.com.
• Attention All Child & Youth Volunteers! If you volunteer with any activities within 
the church that involves children or youth, and have not attended a previous Stewards of 
Children training, please mark your calendar for our next training session on Wednesday, 
May 18 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. Stewards of Children is a program that creates a culture 
of awareness – teaching adults to prevent and recognize signs of sexual abuse and react 
responsibly when abuse is disclosed, discovered, or suspected. First Pres requires all 
volunteers who participate in the children’s or youth ministries to attend. 
Special Note: This training will be open to anyone who is interested; space permitting. If 
you are not a current child/youth volunteer, we ask that you purchase the workbook for 
$10 - the training will be offered for free!
For questions, or to signup for the training, please contact Kelly Fleming at flemk6@aol.com 
or 484-678-9249.
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YOUTH

• Order Flowers Today for personal use, gift giving or delivery to a homebound member: 
Support our Youth Ministry with your order of potted flowers today and on Sunday, May 1 
in Fellowship Hall. Flowers will be available for pick-up on Mother’s Day, Sunday, May 8 
or will be delivered to a homebound member by our Youth and adult visitors. Orders may 
also be placed online at http://www.firstpreswc.com/register1/youth-flower-sale/. Contact 
Becky Gamble at 610-889-0928 with any questions.

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
• West Chester Area Senior Center is looking for some volunteer marshals to help 
during the 7th Annual Great Race event on Saturday, May 7. Your involvement consists 
of monitoring the pathway that surrounds the Senior Center and guiding the runners and 
walkers in the proper direction. Most commitments require a fractional part of an hour.

If you can help, please contact Joe Mobile who is coordinating the volunteers.  He can be 
reached at 610-696-4990 and/or jmobile@pahousegop.com or contact Thom Clapper prior 
to April 28 for additional information at psuthom@verizon.net or 610-436-5667.

• Last Call for Stop Hunger Now Meal Packaging Event! Sign up this week to volunteer 
for a two hour shift to package meals for the 24-hour Stop Hunger Now event. 238 
volunteers are still needed from 10:00 p.m. Friday 4/29 through 10:00 a.m. Saturday; and 
Noon-4:00 p.m. Saturday. Don’t miss being part of this history making endeavor. Paste this 
link into your browser to sign up bit.ly/1PYSrXf , or go to firstpreswc.com and follow the 
Stop Hunger now link from our homepage.

THANK YOU to all who donated to Stop Hunger Now. Through your incredible generosity, 
we have reached the $17,400 needed for First Pres’ portion of the total cost. A total of 
120,000 meals will be packed this next weekend over 24 hours, which means we are 
120,000 meals closer to ending world hunger; and your heart-prints and fingerprints will 
be on those boxes. Thank you.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY – April 24
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
    Sunday School for all  
     ages; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Baptisms;
     Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5;  
     Understanding Islam class 
 1:30pm Nursing Home Worship
 4:00pm Middle School and Senior  
     High Youth Group

MONDAY – April 25
 6:30pm Session Chairs
 7:30pm Session

TUESDAY – April 26
ELECTION DAY (Fellowship Hall)
 8:30am Newsletter Mailing Group
     (in Room 209)
 10:00am Faith Community Nurses  
     Office Hours
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group
  7:30pm Men’s Ministry Studies

WEDNESDAY – April 27
FINAL BRIDGE FOR SEASON
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings;       
   Sermon Talk
 9:30am Women’s Study;   
 10:00am Bulletin deadline
 5:00pm Cherub Club 
 5:30pm Bridge Dinner
 6:30pm Bridge Bible Study;
   BridgeKidz;
   Youth Bible Study;
   Brass Ensemble
 7:30pm Chancel Ringers;  
 7:40pm Stephen Ministry   
     Supervision

 THURSDAY – April 28
 6:30pm JuBellation Ringers
 7:30pm Chancel Choir;
   Middle School Bible Study  
     (off site)

FRIDAY – April 29
 6:00am Men’s Study Groups
 1:00pm Sweet Dreams
 4:00pm Stop Hunger Now at  
      Westminster Pres   
         (through 4:00pm Saturday)

SATURDAY – April 30
 12:00am Stop Hunger Now at  
      Westminster Pres   
         (through 4:00pm)

SUNDAY – May 1
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
    Sunday School for all  
     ages; Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5;  
     Understanding Islam class 
 4:00pm Middle School and Senior  
     High Youth Group

Office Hours:  
      Mon - Fri 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

 

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



130 West Miner Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania  19382
Phone: 610.696.0554   |   Fax: 610.696.7226

office@firstpreswc.com   |   www.firstpreswc.com
please text your support to 610-347-5509 ( $$$ FPC )

On April 14, a 6.5 
magnitude earthquake 
hit Kumamoto, Japan, 
followed two days later 
with an even stronger 
quake. All told, 41 people 
died in the combined 
events. On April 16, 
Ecuador experienced 
a 7.8 magnitude 

earthquake. Current estimates list at least 413 people killed 
and over 2,500 injured; getting rescue crews to some of the 
most devasted areas has been difficult due to flooded roads and 
downed communication lines.

As the country heals from this extraordinary devastation, 
international aid will be crucial in setting up medical clinicals, 
food, and shelter for survivors. Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
in concert with Church World Service, is already on the ground in 
both Ecuador and Japan with emergency assistance.

First Presbyterian Church 
has already made a $5,000 
donation to support the 
PDA’s emergency relief 
efforts in Ecuador and 
Japan. It is a testiment 
to the members of this 
congregation that we 
were able to respond so 
quickly through rapid 
action of the Service & 
Outreach team. If you 
feel moved to add to this relief effort please know that your 
contributions are welcome. Contact ccupp@firstpreswc.com for 
additional information.

Presbyterian 
Disaster Assitance

Ministry Highlight


