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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community 
of faith, we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God 
together, we pray that you will experience Christ’s presence 
in our midst, and that he will sustain you in the week ahead. A 
special welcome goes out to you if you are visiting. If you are 
with us for the first time, stop by the Welcome Center in the 
foyer to find out about the many opportunities available to you 
in the life of our congregation. We hope you will worship with 
us again next Sunday. 

We invite you to sign the Friendship Register, which you will 
find at the center aisle of each pew. As you pass it to others in 
your pew, note who is sitting near you, so you may greet them 
by name. Please note that hearing aids and large print bulletins 
are available from the ushers. Maps showing available parking 
are in the racks in the Fellowship Hall.  

Children are always welcome, and encouraged to participate 
in worship. Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available from 
the ushers.  

Leading Us in Worship Today:

Steve Clark, Associate Pastor
Caroline Cupp, Associate Pastor

Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts
Joyce Chen, Organist

Jane Waddington, Assistant Organist

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity. 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
PRAYER OF PREPARATION                                                                                                                              
God, you placed a star in the sky to draw wise people to the place of Christ’s 
nativity. Empower your church to be as the light of the star, that we may draw the 
world to the glory of Christ, our Lord, through whom we pray. Amen.
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.
ORGAN PRELUDE        Impression on We Three Kings             arr. Alfred V. Fedak 
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                 see Isaiah 60:1-2                          
 Arise, shine; for your light has come.
    The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
 Come, worship the Lord of glory.
    Proclaim God’s praise among the nations.
*HYMN #146                 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”           Tempus Adest Floridum
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                                                                                 
 Merciful God, you have given light to the world in Jesus Christ,
 but we have preferred to live in darkness.
 Your justice protects the weak and the distressed—
 yet we seek the shelter of privilege and power.
 Your righteousness redeems the poor and the needy—
 yet we seek the status of wealth and possessions.
 Your peace upholds the oppressed and the defenseless—
 yet we seek the security of weapons and retribution.
 Forgive us our sins, Lord,
 and lead us to true repentance,
 that we may trust you in all things.
 We ask this through Jesus Christ. Amen.
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (responsively)
 This is the good news:
    Christ is the light of the world,
    who grants forgiveness and healing of our sins.
 Thanks be to God!
*RESPONSE                                                                                                   Gloria

“Gloria in excelsis Deo!
   Gloria in excelsis Deo!”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                    from A Brief Statement of Faith
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy 
One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed 
and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly 
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 
pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to 
life eternal.

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

8:00 a.m. Worship Service                          SECOND SUNDAY 
AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY
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***
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE READING            Isaiah 60:1-6                       Old Testament, Page 690

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
  Offertory            Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning     arr. Paul Sjolund

Marcia Sommers, flute                 
   *Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication (unison)

Glorious God, you led men of wisdom to seek Jesus,
your Holy Child, born of Mary.
Overjoyed in the presence of his radiant light,
the men knelt down at the infant’s crib
and offered him precious gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
We, too, offer our gifts in thanksgiving and reverence
for the birth of your child,
whom you called to lead the world into fullness of life.
Receive and bless this offering
as a joyful sign of the boundless love and abundant life
we are called to share in Christ. Amen.

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE READING           Matthew 2:1-12                          New Testament, Page 2

SERMON                                       “Surprise!”                                  Rev. Steve Clark

CELEBRATE THE LORD’S SUPPER
SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER

We will commune by the ancient practice of intinction, dipping the bread in the cup. 
Please remain seated if you do not wish to commune. 
Gluten-free bread is available at the center station.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

 GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #152        “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright”      Puer Nobis Nascitur

*BENEDICTION 
ORGAN POSTLUDE              March of the Kings                            Arr. Carl Simone

* Let all who are able, please stand. *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
PRAYER OF PREPARATION                                                                                                                              
God, you placed a star in the sky to draw wise people to the place of Christ’s 
nativity. Empower your church to be as the light of the star, that we may draw the 
world to the glory of Christ, our Lord, through whom we pray. Amen.
CHIMES – A call to stillness    
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.
ORGAN PRELUDE             Toccata and Canzona in F                          Bernado Storace
*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)                                                                 see Isaiah 60:1-2                          
 Arise, shine; for your light has come.
    The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
 Come, worship the Lord of glory.
    Proclaim God’s praise among the nations.
*HYMN #146                 “Gentle Mary Laid Her Child”           Tempus Adest Floridum
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)                                                                                 
 Merciful God, you have given light to the world in Jesus Christ,
  but we have preferred to live in darkness.
 Your justice protects the weak and the distressed—
 yet we seek the shelter of privilege and power.
 Your righteousness redeems the poor and the needy—
 yet we seek the status of wealth and possessions.
 Your peace upholds the oppressed and the defenseless—
 yet we seek the security of weapons and retribution.
 Forgive us our sins, Lord,
 and lead us to true repentance,
 that we may trust you in all things.
 We ask this through Jesus Christ. Amen.
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON (responsively)
 This is the good news:
    Christ is the light of the world,
    who grants forgiveness and healing of our sins.
 Thanks be to God!
*RESPONSE                                                                                                   Gloria

“Gloria in excelsis Deo!
   Gloria in excelsis Deo!”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                    from A Brief Statement of Faith
In life and in death we belong to God. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 

love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, we trust in the one triune God, the Holy 
One of Israel, whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God. Jesus proclaimed the reign of God: 
preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives, teaching by word and deed 
and blessing the children, healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted, eating with 
outcasts, forgiving sinners, and calling all to repent and believe the gospel. Unjustly 
condemned for blasphemy and sedition, Jesus was crucified, suffering the depths of human 
pain and giving his life for the sins of the world. God raised this Jesus from the dead, 
vindicating his sinless life, breaking the power of sin and evil, delivering us from death to 
life eternal.

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. Glory be to the Father, and to 
the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

 9:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship Service             SECOND SUNDAY 
AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY
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***
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

As the children are returning to their families, we will sing Hymn #188, 
“Jesus Loves Me!”, stanza 1:

“Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so.
Little ones to him belong. They are weak, but he is strong.

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.”

After worship, parents may pick up children at their classroom.  
Lower level: Nursery rm 5, Pre-K rm 6, K-1 rm 10, Gr 2-3 rm 14, JAM in Social Hall.  

Upper level: Gr 4-5 room 214B, Confirmation 209, Middle Sch 210, Sr High 216.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE READING            Isaiah 60:1-6                       Old Testament, Page 690

ANTHEM                    “Eternal Light, Shine in My Heart”                Eugene Englert

“Eternal light, shine in my heart; eternal hope, lift up my eyes.
Eternal power be my support; eternal wisdom, make me wise.

Eternal life, raise me from death; eternal brightness, help me see;
Eternal Spirit, give me breath, eternal Savior come to me.
Until by your most costly grace, invited by your holy word, 

At last I come before your face to know you, my eternal God.”
The Chancel Choir

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.           

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING
   Offertory             “Brightest and Best of the Stars of the Morning”      arr. Paul Sjolund

“Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid.

Cold on his cradle the dewdrops are shining; low lies his head with the beasts of the stall;
Angels adore him in slumber reclining, Maker and Monarch and Savior of all.
Shall we now give him, in costly devotion, gifts of incense and offerings divine;

Gems of the mountain and pearls of the ocean, myrrh from the forest, and gold from the mine?
Vainly we offer the rarest oblation; vainly with gifts would his favor secure;

Richer by far is the heart’s adoration, dearer to God are the prayers of the poor.
Brightest and best of the stars of the morning, dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid;

Star of the East, the horizon adorning, guide where our infant Redeemer is laid. Amen.”
The Chancel Choir

   *Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication (unison)

Glorious God, you led men of wisdom to seek Jesus,
your Holy Child, born of Mary.
Overjoyed in the presence of his radiant light,
the men knelt down at the infant’s crib
and offered him precious gifts
of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
We, too, offer our gifts in thanksgiving and reverence
for the birth of your child,
whom you called to lead the world into fullness of life.
Receive and bless this offering
as a joyful sign of the boundless love and abundant life
we are called to share in Christ. Amen.

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
*HYMN #151                “We Three Kings of Orient Are”                       Kings of Orient

men sing on v.3, women sing on v.4 

SCRIPTURE READING           Matthew 2:1-12                          New Testament, Page 2

SERMON                                       “Surprise!”                                  Rev. Steve Clark

 GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #152        “What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright”      Puer Nobis Nascitur

*BENEDICTION 
CHORAL RESPONSE       “An Old English Prayer”                                  James Gossler

“God be in my head, and in my understanding.
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking.
God be in my mouth and in my speaking.
God be in my heart, and in my thinking.

God be at mine end, and at my departing.”
ORGAN POSTLUDE   Cento Partite sopra Passacagli              Girolamo Frescobaldi

* Let all who are able, please stand.       *** The Ushers will seat those waiting.
 + + + + + + + + + + + +

Our sympathy and prayers are with:
Barb Snyder and family in the death of Barb’s mother, Esther. 

The Chancel Flowers are to the Glory of God and are given by:
 Their loving son, in memory of John Dragan, and in honor of Dorothy Dragan

 and by
Jack and Barb Thompson, in memory of Adam Metry.

Elders and Deacons serving Communion:
 8:00 a.m. – Suzanne Bragg, Suzanne Cresswell, and Nancy Thompson
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Ushers
 8:00 a.m. –  Bill Benson, Head Usher; Charles Haverstraw
 9:00 a.m. –  Charlie Myhre, Head Usher 
 10:30 a.m. – Ken Tyson, Head Usher 
Coffee Deacons today: Charles Simon and Bob Graham
Flower Deacons today:

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & MEMBERSHIP
Please note: parent/responsible adult presence required at all family friendly events. 

•  The Bridge Dinner – Team Volkman will be in the kitchen this week. The menu is 
still being decided, but you know it will be good with this team in the kitchen! Salad 
bar and dessert will be available as well. For reservations, contact Nakeya Hovington at 
nhovington@firstpreswc.com, or call the church office to be connected to her voicemail by 
12:00 noon on Monday! 

•  Bridge Adult Study This Week - Music Box: This short film tells a modern-day parable 
about God’s greatest gift to us. We’ll let the film kick off conversation about how we 
understand that Gift—and how we find ourselves responding (or not) in our daily living. 
Led by Pastor Steve Clark. Room 209, Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. 

•  Connections Class will meet on January 10 and 17, 2016 at 11:45 a.m.: Lunch will 
be provided. If you are interested in learning more about First Pres or becoming a member, 
contact Karen Goldstein (610-696-0554 or kgoldstein@firstpreswc.com) to sign up for the 
class.

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
• Last Habitat for Humanity work day is January 16.  Sign up for a morning, 
afternoon, or both and share lunch with the crew. Volunteers must preregister at 
http://hfhcc.org/volunteer/construction/. Would you like to help by delivering lunch? 
Contact Reid Willis at 610-291-5867.

WORSHIP AND MUSIC
• Column Classics presents Fezziwig’s Ball, Sunday, January 10 at 2:00 p.m.:  a fun 
hour of set dance participation right from the pages of Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. Dances 
will be taught by Marcia Sommers, with live musical accompaniment!  Refreshments will 
be served; free and open to the public. 19th century English finery is encouraged.

ADMINISTRATION
• PLEDGES STILL NEEDED for the 2016 Stewardship Campaign!  If you have not 
had a chance yet to pledge, you can do so now. Ways to make a pledge include: 

• online pledging www.firstpreswc.com; 
• call Dory in the church office (610-696-0554); 
• email Dory at dspeer@firstpreswc.com; 
• mail your pledge to the church.  

Your pledge is important and necessary to First Pres!

ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Lenten Lunch Help Needed: There is one Lenten Luncheon without a team! If 
you can work on a team for the 2/17/16 Lenten Lunch – either main dish, side dish, 
dessert, setting up or cleaning up, please contact Dory or Gretchen in the church 
office. Thank you!

• 2016 Offering Envelopes: If you indicated that you wanted 2016 offering envelopes 
on your pledge card, please pick up your set in the hallway between Fellowship Hall 
and the sanctuary. Remember to write your name on the exterior of each offering 
envelope. If you did not request envelopes and would like some, please let Gretchen 
Huebner know at 610-696-0554 ext 122 or ghuebner@firstpreswc.com.

• Inclement Weather Reminders: 

SUNDAYS: In case of snow or ice this winter, we try our best to always offer at 
least the 9:00 a.m. worship service. Be safe in your decisions to attend worship 
services. Dave and Willy do a great job keeping our sidewalks cleared and salted, 
but the surrounding sidewalks and parking spots can be slippery or snow-covered. 
Remember you can always listen to the 9:00 a.m. service on the radio at 1520AM, 
online at www.wche1520.com, or watch the live HD stream at www.firstpreswc.
com (link on our home page.)

PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES: The Church follows the West Chester Area 
School District’s decision to cancel classes or start late. If the schools are closed, 
all of First Pres programs and activities are cancelled for that day, including Bridge 
and groups that meet weekly. If the schools are closed, the church building will be 
closed after 4:30 p.m. If the schools have a late start, contact the church office or 
consult your group’s leader to find out if your specific meeting, program or activity 
has been canceled.

CHURCH OFFICE DURING THE DAY, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY: The 
church office follows the West Chester Area School District’s decision for their 
office staff. For example, if the School District cancels classes but asks their staff 
to report 2 hours late, our church office will open two hours late; if the School 
District cancels classes and offices, the Church Office will also be closed for the 
day. Information about the church closures can be found on our website, facebook, 
and our voice mail outgoing message. If it is possible, we may also communicate 
using email. Remember, the safety of our members and staff is paramount- good 
judgement is required. The borough has limited places to pile snow and many roads 
are labeled snow emergency routes – parking is even tougher during inclement 
weather. Pay attention to states of emergency declared by the state or borough too. 
Be safe, make good decisions.
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SUNDAY – January 3
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
 8:00am Worship; Communion 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
   Sunday School for all  
   ages; Radio Broadcast  on  
   1520AM; Live web stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
   JAM age 3-Grade 5

MONDAY – January 4
 8:00pm Finance Committee

TUESDAY – January 5
 10:00am  Faith Community Nurse
     Office Hours
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group
 7:30pm Men’s Ministry Studies

WEDNESDAY – January 6
BRIDGE RESUMES
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings;       
   Sermon Talk
 10:00am Bulletin deadline
 4:30pm Cherub Choir 
 5:00pm Celebration Singers; 
   Cherub Club 
 5:30pm Bridge Dinner
 6:15pm Youth Singers
 6:30pm Bridge Bible Study; 
   Bridge Kids;
   Youth Bible Study;
   Baptism Class  
 7:00pm Youth Ringers 
 7:30pm Chancel Ringers

THURSDAY – January 7
 7:30pm Chancel Choir (off site);
   Middle School Bible Study  
     (off site)

FRIDAY – January 8
 6:00am Men’s Study Groups

SATURDAY – January 9

SUNDAY – January 10
THIRD SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING
 8:00am Worship 
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2;  
   Sunday School for all  
   ages; Radio Broadcast  on  
   1520AM; Live web stream
 10:30am  Worship; Baptisms; 
   Nursery to age 2;
   JAM age 3-Grade 5
 11:45am Connections Class
 2:00pm Fezziwig’s Ball  
 4:00pm Sr High & Middle School  
   Youth Group 

Office Hours:  
      Mon - Fri 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

 

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc

ANNOUNCEMENTS
• Our voice is changing…after 14 years of dedicated service, our receptionist Suzanne 
Gabel, is retiring at the end of January. Suzanne’s warm, welcoming, voice greets everyone 
who calls First Pres and will be missed by all who had reason to contact our church. We 
thank Suzanne for a job well done and wish her God’s blessings as she enters an exciting 
new season in her life.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
• Christian Faith & Issues presents: The Brain - Who is in Charge? This study will 
focus on a series of videos by Neuroscientist David Eagleman. In this series Dr. Eagleman 
will lead us into an entertaining exploration of the latest scientific understanding of the 
human brain. Following each viewing we will address some big questions raised, including 
the overarching questions “Who is in Charge?” and “Do we really have the ability to 
exercise free will?” This series begins next Sunday, January 10, at 9:00 a.m. in room 209 
and continues through February.

 Sessions Include: 
  - What is Reality?          - What Makes Me? 
  - Who is in Control?      - How Do I Decide? 
  - Why Do I Need You?  - Who Will We Be?

• “Galatians is all about the gospel - the gospel all of us need throughout all of our lives.”

Expanding on Tim Keller’s easy to read guide, Bob Atchinson will lead a dynamic and 
powerful series which will add excitement to more than one of your faith assumptions. 9:00 
a.m. each Sunday in the Herron Lounge beginning January 10.

YOUTH
•  Spaghetti Supper - January 31: It’s that time of year again for the Youth Spaghetti 
Supper! There will be a 4:30 and 6:30 seating option with entertainment in between. The 
dinner cost is $12.00 for adults and $6.00 for children 4-8 years old. You can purchase 
tickets in the Fellowship Hall between Sunday services starting January 3rd. Come out to 
support the Youth! All proceeds go to youth retreats and mission trips!

Please bring pasta and/or spaghetti for donation to the West Chester Food Cupboard.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



Ministry Highlight

130 West Miner Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania  19382
Phone: 610.696.0554   |   Fax: 610.696.7226

office@firstpreswc.com   |   www.firstpreswc.com

please text your support to 610-347-5509 ( $$$ FPC )

 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance enables congregations and mission partners of 
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to witness to the healing love of Christ through 
caring for communities affected by crises and catastrophic events.
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PDA IS SUPPORTED BY ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING     WWW.PCUSA.ORG/PDA    PDA@pcusa.org    (888) 728-7228 x5839

When their world 
comes apart, who 
will help them heal?

Ministry Highlight


