
 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 21, 2021  9:00am 
 
 

“…unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies….” –John 12:20-33 
 

Prior to the service, you are invited to prepare yourself for worship. 
Some people prefer to meditate or pray, while others may chat quietly  

with their fellow-worshippers as a way to connect and focus.  
As the prelude begins, please prepare for worship in quiet attentiveness. 

 

 
Prelude    How Beautiful Are the Feet 
    George Frideric Handel 

Our worship leaders call us to worship,  
to draw our attention forward and upward. 

Welcome 
 

*Call to Worship  
Every week is a chance to say: “Here I am. Help me serve you.”  
Every day is chance to say: “Thank you for yesterday and tomorrow.”  
We do not come to this place to stay the same. We come to be changed.  
So let us worship holy God, who created yesterday, will create tomorrow, and even 
now is creating something new. Amen.  

 

We focus our attention first on God’s Glory,  
and offer our praise in word and song. 

*Opening Prayer 
Compassionate Lord, pick us up when we falter on this Lenten pathway. 
We know that following Jesus is not an easy task. Jesus requires us to be willing to 
make the ultimate commitment of our whole lives. Draw us back to you, Lord. Give 
us confidence and courage to face the future with hope. Let the message of peace 
and mercy you have given to us through Jesus Christ be offered to others through 
our own witness to your mercy. Amen. 



*Hymn # 213                                          In the Cross of Christ I Glory        
Reflecting on God’s Glory makes us aware of our common sinfulness  

and need for forgiveness. 
This honesty before God and each other opens our hearts  

to receive God’s forgiveness, which we celebrate with word and song. 
 

Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness 
Gracious God, we want to see you.  
We want to be known as the people who looked for Jesus. 
We feel so far away from that at times. 
We don’t know where we went wrong, where we lost our way.  
Could you, would you, once again, write on our fragile hearts? 
In Christ we ask this. Amen.  
Friends, despite our wonderings, despite our distractions,  
despite wrong turns time and time again,  
we are known and loved by God.  
Like a lighthouse keeper by the sea, God will never stop waving us home. 
So hear and believe the good news of the gospel:  
Our fragile bones are held by the Great Creator.  
Our fragile hearts are loved by the Great Creator.  
Our tender spirits are forgiven by the Great Creator.  
Today is a new day.  
Again and again, we are forgiven;  
Again and again, we are reformed.  
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

Response                                        Land of Rest 
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;  

Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;  

Lord, have mercy upon us.  
 

Prayer of Dedication for our Tithes and Offerings 
 

Ministry Update  
 

Matthew 25 Moment for Ministry   
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 



The Scripture hold a central place in our worship, and so is read early and often. 
We ask God to inspire both the reading—and the hearing—of these words, 

and we listen for what God may reveal in their reading. 
The music and messages are designed to help interpret the Scriptures 

and help us to apply them to our daily living. 
 

Prayer for Illumination  
Holy God, Scripture tells us that your word is written on our hearts, but we struggle to hear it. Show 
us how to look for your truth, and then write on our hearts once more. We are listening. We are 
hopeful. We are here. Speak now. Amen. 

 

Scripture Reading  John 12:20-33 
Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. They came to Philip, 
who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” Philip went and told 
Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. Jesus answered them, “The hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth 
and dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. Those who love their life lose 
it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must 
follow me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 
“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is for this 
reason that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I 
have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was 
thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken to him.” Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 
sake, not for mine. Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 
And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” He said this to indicate 
the kind of death he was to die.  

 

Children’s Message 
 

Special Music   Salvation is Created 
    Pavel Tchesnokov 
 

Sermon     “Good Seeds” Rev. Caroline Cupp 
 

Once we hear God’s Word, we want to respond in word and in deed, 
so we say what we believe, 

and we sing together as an active part of our worship and witness. 
 

Affirmation of Faith    
We believe that humans need community. We believe that bodies need rest.  
We believe that hearts need connection. We believe that grief needs space.  
We believe that change needs time. We believe that love needs security.  
We believe that joy needs company. We believe that our spirits need God.  
Our spirits need God. We trust that God is here. God is at work in our lives.  
Thanks be to God. Amen.  
 
Hymn # 211                               Hear, O Lord, My Pleas for Justice 
   

 



We are sent into the world to bear witness to God’s Glory and Love, 
knowing that God has gone ahead of us to prepare the way 

 and to prepare the people we will help. 
Worship ends on this hopeful note—and continues in all we do and become. 

 

Blessing  
  

Postlude                                                    Improvisation on “Hear, O Lord, My Pleas for Justice”      
    

*You are invited to stand as you wish.  
   

WHAT HAPPENING AT FIRST PRES 
Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive 
Pastor; Sandor Kadar, Director of Music; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist;  Adriana Park, violin;  
Miner Street Brass. 
 

Women's Spring Study - All women are invited to join us for a six-week study as we read through 
Jen Wilkin's "In His Image: 10 Ways God Calls us to Reflect His Character." We'll read two chapters 
each week and then discuss when we gather via zoom, beginning Wednesday, April 7 at 6:30 p.m. 
Sign up here at https://www.firstpreswc.com/womensstudy. Led by Lorrie Fabrizio and Elizabeth 
Hess. 
 

Park Clean Up Project - If you'd like to see some familiar faces, enjoy time outside, and help clean 
up a bit of our corner of the borough, then please plan to join us on Saturday, April 17 for an 
Everhart Park clean-up. We'll partner with Friends of Everhart Park from 9-12 that morning to tidy 
up the park. Please plan to wear a mask and use social distancing during the event. We are going 
to work on raking leaves in designated areas and removing silt and grass from the stone gutters 
along the walkways - please bring a rake if you have one. To sign up, please email Elizabeth Hess at 
ehess@firstpreswc.com. 
 

Our sympathy and prayers are with George and Gerri Zumbano and family in the death of 
George’s mother. 
 
The March Anti-Racism Conversation will take place today from noon – 1 pm on Zoom.  The 
conversation will focus on the intersection of race and housing inequality.  We will hear from some 
local voices to help us understand how this is evidenced in our own community and how the 
church’s Matthew 25 Campaign is seeking to respond.  All church members and friends are invited 
welcome to attend.  The Zoom link can be found at www.firstpreswc.com/racial-justice or contact 
Sara Pantazes at spantazes@firstpreswc.com.  
  
Family Hike – First Pres families are invited to gather at Okehocking Preserve next Saturday, March 
27 at 10 a.m. for a hilly hike!  Bring your kids, dogs, water bottles and masks, and we’ll enjoy some 
early spring beauty together.  We may need to make a last-minute change depending on weather, 
so please let Sara Pantazes know if you plan to attend. 
 
2021 Contributions: Current contributions as of 3/17/21 are $256,282 out of $1,047,133 budgeted.  
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