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We’ve been crumbled, we’ve been crushed
City walls have turned to dust
When the thief takes, when our hopes cave
When the earth shakes, when the world breaks
You build us back

We are scared, we are poor
All our safety nets are torn
We’ve been humbled to our knees
From these ruins we believe

Redeemer, redeem us, Restorer, restore us
Though the mountains be shaken, the hills be removed
Your unfailing love remains
After all that’s been taken.  Your promise, still sacred
You build us back with precious stones

Build Us Back by Newsboys 

September 20, 2020



Welcome to First Presbyterian Church

We’re glad you’re here with us today. We fondly refer to this community of 
Christ-followers as “First Pres,” and you being here is one of God’s blessings 
for our fellowship. If you wonder what we’re up to at First Pres, it’s actually 
pretty simple. In fact, we use a short phrase to remind ourselves of our shared 
purpose: “Above all, love.” Drawn from a New Testament text (1 Peter 4:8-11), 
those brief words challenge us to focus everything we do on loving God and 
loving every single person we encounter. So every day we’re learning how to 
do just that, as God’s Spirit keeps working in our lives.
 
By the way, we can’t take credit for this idea. It goes as far back as Jesus. He 
was once asked to sum up what it looks like to really be alive; what we should 
aim for in our lives if we want to live as fully as we can. His answer? Love God 
with every fiber of your being, and love the people around you.

Our Mission Statement

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church responds to 
God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of hospitality, worship, faith 
development, service and generosity. 



Welcome 

Prelude    Now the Green Blade Rises
arr. Stan Pethel 

Call to Worship  
I will bless the Lord at all times. 
God’s praise shall continually be in my mouth. 
My soul makes its boast in the Lord; 
Let the humble hear and be glad. 
O magnify the Lord with me, and let us exalt God’s name together. 
I sought the Lord, who answered me 
and delivered me from all my fears. 
O taste and see that the Lord is good! 
Happy are those who take refuge in the Lord. 
Let us worship God together.

Hymn #35 Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
Lobe Den Herren

Prayer of Confession
Compassionate God, forgive us our failure of nerve and loss of vision, 
our shortage of hope and lack of trust,
our eyes that do not see, 
and our ears that do not hear, 
our wanting too little and our expecting too much, 
our efforts in middling causes, 
our mediocrity in serving your Kingdom.
Forgive us, and let the shock of that shake us 
into new patterns of living. Amen.

Assurance of Pardon
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.
In our forgiveness, may we blossom with purpose and resolve, 
so that the world will know us by our love. Amen. 

Response   Meineke
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen.



Creed     Selections from a Brief Statement of Faith, PC(USA)
 In life and in death we belong to God.
 Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 the love of God,
 and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
 we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
 whom alone we worship and serve.
 We trust in Jesus Christ,
 fully human, fully God.
 Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:
 preaching good news to the poor
 and release to the captives,
 teaching by word and deed
 and blessing the children,
 healing the sick
 and binding up the brokenhearted,
 eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners,
 and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.
 Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
 Jesus was crucified,
 suffering the depths of human pain
 and giving his life for the sins of the world.
 God raised this Jesus from the dead,
 vindicating his sinless life,
 breaking the power of sin and evil,
 delivering us from death to life eternal.
 Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Children’s Message

Ministry Updates

Message from the Transiton Team

Scripture Reading     Psalm 105:37-45               

Special Music 1st Arabesque 
Claude Debussy                                             



Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Offertory   Day by Day
Mark Hayes

Hymn #65  Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah
Cwm Rhondda

Scripture Reading  Exodus 16:1-12; Matthew 14:13-20      
            
Sermon                                  “Are You Afraid?” Dr. David W. Dickey

Hymn #465 What a Friend We Have in Jesus
Converse

Blessing 

Response  Seven Fold Amen

Postlude   Now Thank We All Our God
Sigfrid Karg-Elert

Leading us in worship today are Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor; Rev. Dr. David Dickey,
Guest Preacher; Sándor Kádár, Director of Music; Elizabeth Jones, flute; Evelyn Stohlman, 
soprano.

In Memoriam – John T. Ottinger, member of First Presbyterian Church from October 2, 1963 to 
September 13, 2020. 

Congratulations - We give thanks to God for the birth of Cameryn Ruth McDivitt and Sloane 
Ann McDivitt born Sept 14, 2020, daughters of Heather and Dave McDivitt, granddaughters of 
Ann and David Dickey.

FIRST PRES MATTERS



The above shows the giving amount as of 9/16/2020 compared to the 2020 full year goal.  This 
chart will be presented each week to keep the congregation well-informed of our progress. 
Further details can be found on the Financial Reporting page on our website.

Anti-Racism Conversation Today - All members of the First Pres community are invited to 
join the Christian Faith & Issues class for an Anti-Racism Conversation today on Zoom from 
noon - 1 pm.  This monthly meeting is a chance for people to share what they are learning 
about racism in our country and community and to encourage one another as we seek to 
speak, think and act in anti-racist ways.  The Zoom link can be found at www.firstpreswc.
com/racial-justice or by contacting Sara Pantazes at spantazes@firstpreswc.com.

Bibles for Third Graders - First Pres has a tradition of giving Bibles to elementary age 
children so they can begin to explore God’s Word on a deeper level as their own reading and 
comprehension skills grow.  If you are a parent, grandparent, or caring adult in the life of a 
3rd grader and would like your child to receive a Bible this year, please contact Sara Pantazes 
(spantazes@firstpreswc.com) by the end of September.

Bridge Adult Study is Back - Although the Bridge program is on hold, the Wednesday night 
adult class has resumed meeting on Zoom, Wednesday nights from 6:30 - 7:30 pm.  Please 
join us for a 6-week study of Sermon on the Mount: A Beginner’s Guide to the Kingdom of 
Heaven by Amy-Jill Levine.  The text may seem familiar, but this thought-provoking study 
will frame Jesus’ instructions in a new light and “provide instruction on how best to live into 
the kingdom of heaven.”  Participants are encouraged (but not required) to purchase the 
book for this study.  If you wish to join the email list for this study group, please contact Sara 
Pantazes, Director of Christian Education, at spantazes@firstpreswc.com.

Let us know – As local hospitals slowly ease visiting restrictions, we are anticipating a 
gradual return of the Agape visitation ministry. If you anticipate a hospital stay or have a 
loved one who is hospitalized and a visit, call, or card would be of comfort, please contact 
Ellen Landis (elandis60@gmail.com) or Judy Mackleer (judymackleer@verizon.net).

Like to knit? A group is forming of knitters and stitchers of all experience levels. Experts and 
novices welcome! Meeting days and times will be determined based on interest. To learn 
more, contact Trisha Minicozzi at knitknitgoose@gmail.com.

2020 Contributions
Current
$680,774

Goal
$1,065,659


