
 

March 13, 2020  

Dear friends in Christ, 

Grace and peace to you. We pray this communication finds you healthy and well. These 
are strange times indeed, but we are constantly reminded we serve a sovereign God who 
loves this world, in whom we trust, and who created the church to care for one another. 

Our staff and Session have been working to take appropriate measures in light of the 
coronavirus crisis. Having heard communications from Governor Wolf and Mayor 
Herrin, we are exercising proper care by taking precautionary steps around worship and 
programming. Based on guidance from Chester County Hospital officials and informed 
by CDC guidelines, we are planning the actions below. 

As we seek to be faithful to God’s calling: 

- We will not meet in person for Sunday morning worship on March 15th. Our 
9:00 and 10:42 services will be streamed live from the sanctuary. Please join us 
online by visiting our website: www.firstpreswc.com and clicking on “Worship 
Live.” The worship services will be available for replay any time during the week. 

- It is likely we’ll worship online for more than one week. Given the rapidly  
changing situation, we will make that decision by Thursday and will communicate 
it through email, our e-news, website, and social media. 

- Effective immediately, we are moving all meetings online via video-conference 
until the end of the month. The church has secured Zoom accounts to facilitate 
these gatherings. All board, committee and team chairs will be emailed instructions 
on how to set up a meeting. If you need to use one of the Zoom accounts for a 
meeting, please contact the church office (610-696-0554) and we’ll schedule it for 
you. 

- We are asking every group, circle and Bible Study to take advantage of online 
meeting platforms until the end of the month. If they need to meet in person, we 
are asking them to do so off campus. If there is anything we can do to facilitate 
online gatherings, we are happy to help. 

http://www.firstpreswc.com


- Coordinating with our Bucket School, we will close the building for 2-3 days in the 
near future in order to do a deep cleaning of all surfaces. After that, we will reopen 
the church during normal office hours. We will communicate those details as soon 
as we have them. 

- We are presently working on a mid-week Lenten podcast of a Bible study which 
we intend to make available at some point next week. This will help our 
connectedness and focus us on God’s word as we are physically apart. Details will 
follow soon. 

Our Biblical story (1 Peter 4:8-11) calls us to above all, love God and one another. In 
order to not only protect ourselves, but to minister to those who are most vulnerable, we 
are presently: 

- Sending special communication to all our members who may be particularly 
affected by a potential illness or by quarantine measures. 

- Making calls to check in on our members who may be isolated during this period; 
- Offering assistance with groceries, medications, or other urgently needed items; 
- Reaching out to our local mission partners, specifically Friends Association, the 

Promise Program at West Chester University, and our senior neighbors at Denney 
Reyburn and Church St. Towers. We are on call for them as needs arise; 

- Creating a list of those who live alone or are without a local support system. 

God calls us all to a life of trust and love. The Church is called and equipped by Christ to 
be the light of the world, and in doing so, to model a non-anxious and hopeful life in this 
community. We pray God will use the church in surprising ways to minister to you, your 
family and to our community during these times. Remember Paul’s words in Romans 8: 

For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, 
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, 
will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Above all, love. 

Pastors Greg and Caroline


