
the run and needed to unpack for a while, pay attention to your 
roots, and ground yourself? If so, I am inviting you to come home 
for Christmas. This season, First Pres is very intentionally calling 
everyone to reconnect with our church family and come home.

The season kicks off with a wonderful Christmas concert with 
a great sampling of the musical ministry Fist Pres has to offer. 
Sandor and the music staff are planning this outreach event 
with a rich repertoire of very diverse music. This is the perfect 
opportunity to invite someone to experience First Pres for the 

first time. Our Sunday morning services will focus on the 
biblical themes of home and belonging.  One of the 

sermon resources we are using is Frederick 
Buchner’s amazing book  Longing for 

Home - highly recommended! Rev. Ann 
Dickey will be leading 2 Wednesday 

night studies in December based 
on the Christmas accounts 

in Matthew and Luke and 
reminding us that once God 
made his home among us in 
the person of a frail baby 
in Bethlehem. These are 
only a few of the many 
opportunities to help you 
grow in faith this season. 

Maybe you’ve felt 
disconnected from your 
church family ...Maybe it’s 

been a while since you’ve 
worshiped with us. Maybe 

life got too busy, hectic or 
complicated. Maybe life got 

the best of you, and you simply 
need to ground yourself for a while. 

Whatever the case, come home for 
Christmas! First Pres is a home where 

God touches and changes lives, where the 
saints throughout the ages have been equipped 

and sent out into the world, where the lonely have found 
a family, where the brokenhearted have found healing in God’s 
love, and where the faith of many has been both challenged and 
nurtured. First Pres is a place many of us are blessed to call 
our spiritual home. Why don’t you come home for Christmas? 

FIRST PRESS
November/December 2018

Candlelight Christmas 
Concert - 4 pm

Friends of Everhart Park
Clean up day. 

Christmas Eve Services
2 , 6, 8, 10 pm

November 17 December 2 December 24

First Presbyterian Church, West Chester, PA

There’s that one scene in The Wizard of Oz that always gets to 
me. It’s when Dorothy, after meeting the wizard, clicks the heels 
together of her now legendary red shoes and says, “There’s no 
place like home.” I always wondered why Dorothy didn’t turn to 
one of her companions and complain that no one told her that 
going home was that easy. She could’ve saved herself a lot of 
miles and trouble, but I digress. I think she’s right. When you think 
about it, there is indeed no place like home.

Home, we have been told, is where the heart is. Home, theologian 
Frederick Buechner reminds us, is what we ultimately 
long for. St. Augustine said it best when he 
prayed, “Our hearts are restless until they 
find their rest in you.” In other words, 
if St. Augustine is right, that means 
we can spend our entire lives 
searching, and we won’t find 
our true home until we find it 
in Jesus Christ.

First Presbyterian Church 
has been a spiritual 
home for thousands and 
thousands of people 
for almost 200 years. 
This is not because of 
the building, or the rich 
history, or the great 
programs offered, but 
because for almost 2 
centuries many of us have 
found a new or a refreshed 
faith in this place. This is 
where we have been baptized, 
were we have learned the faith 
that would shape our lives, where 
we have been married, where we 
have laughed and cried, and where we 
have with both sadness and hope entrusted 
members of our family into the loving hands of 
God. If it is true that the church is a family, then it has to 
be true that this place, through Christ, is also our home.

Have you ever been homesick? And I don’t mean homesick as in sick-
of-home, but truly homesick? Have you ever felt as if you’ve been on 



Christmas Eve Services
2:00 PM 6:00 PM 8:00 PM 10:00 PM
Family Service 

with
Communion
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Candlelight 

with
Communion

Cove r  a r t i c l e  wr i t t e n  b y  Le ad  Pas t o r,  D r.  G reg  S tove l l .

For many of us who grew up at First Pres, one of 
our favorite Christmas memories is choosing an 
ornament or two from the Giving Tree. I’d look at 
the name on the tag, and wonder about the kid 
who requested a basketball or a jacket. What was 
their world like? Did they have a favorite subject 
in school, a pet, or a cherished holiday tradition? 
I didn’t know much about the child whose name 
and age appeared on the tag, but I understood 
that someone cared enough to reach out and 
ask what would make their holiday bright. Now 
that I’m a parent, taking an ornament from the 
Giving Tree is one of the traditions that I’m most 
excited to pass on to my own son. 
 This year the Giving Tree has dozens of 
ornaments, most made by our Sunday school 
classes. Gifts represent the needs of a number 
of local agencies. These include the Domestic 
Violence Center, the Village, Maternal and 
Child Health Consortium, and the Pocopson 
Home. By taking an ornament, you will support 
families affected by domestic violence and 
homelessness, teen girls who are survivors of 

trauma, and elderly members of our community. 
Through the Naphtali non-profit started by one 
of our members, we’ll also be collecting gifts 
for the Lakota Indians of South Dakota. The 
Lakota have been deeply affected by hunger, 
poverty, and health issues stemming from 
generations of U.S. aid being redirected away 
from reservations, in violation of federal 
treaties. Naphtali provides food, baby supplies, 
children’s toys, and emergency aid to our 
brothers and sisters on the reservation. At a 
season when we remember that God came as 
a servant to all, Giving Tree ornaments are a 
small way we can support people whose voices 
and stories are too often forgotten. This year 
I am grateful once more for the generosity of 
the people of this congregation who, decade 
after decade, give what they can to help those 
in need.

The Giving Tree
A Christmas Tradition...

 Rev. Caroline Cupp



Column Classics 
FA L L / W I N T E R  C O N C E R T S

2018

As a tradition here at First Presbyterian Church, Candlelight Christmas 
is a seasonal concert that features all of the great music First 
Presbyterian Church has to offer. Join us December 2nd at 4 pm 
as we welcome the Christmas season. Concert features: Chancel 
Choir, Chamber Choir, Children’s Choir, Brass Ensemble and Band. 

To stay up to date with upcoming concerts and 
events hosted by Column Classics, visit our website.

Annual Candlelight Christmas Concert

www.firstpreswc.com/events



For many people, the holiday season is a difficult time of year. This is especially true if you 
have lost a loved one, are grieving separation from family or friends, or are experiencing 
challenges in a relationship. For those who are hurting, and those who love them, there will 
be a Comfort & Joy service on December 9 at 3:00 pm in the chapel. With soothing music, quiet 
readings, and a message focused on God’s presence with us, we’ll join together to remember 
that even in times of darkness, we are not alone.

Comfort and Joy Service
December 9th, 3:00 PM
Chapel Service

Name

Phone 

Amount Enclosed ($12 each) 

In Memory/Honor of

Christmas Poinsettias
Help to decorate our sanctuary with a memorial or honor gift of poinsettias this 
Christmas Season. The donation is $12 per plant. The deadline for ordering is 
December 9. Here are ways to order them:

• Fill out the form below and place in the collection plate.
• Use the Holiday Flowers envelope found in the pew racks.
• Call the church office at 610-696-0554.
• Email Karen Goldstein with your request.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



Our first-ever (or at least in a long time) Ministry 
Fair is now a memory. But opportunities for serving 
Christ at First Pres are always available.
The Ministry Fair filled Fellowship Hall between 
services on September 16, with printed material 
and volunteers sharing ways to serve at First Pres. 
Whether ushering or reading scripture in Sunday 
worship, staffing the reception desk on weekdays, 
joining the sewing group making quilts, singing 
in the choir, or joining First Crew to help with 
projects at First Pres or around the community—
there was no shortage of options for connecting to 
what’s happening here.
Lots of great conversations took place. Lots of 
new connections were made, as people took the 
opportunity to sign up for serving in ways they 
hadn’t before. We received 24 “Here to Serve” 
responses from 14 different people, leading to 
connections with 15 different ministries. And that’s 
just the ones we know about; we know other 
connections were made in more informal ways, 
without the “paperwork”.

I want to say a big THANK YOU to:

• All the volunteers that helped prepare for 
the Fair, and those who staffed the tables 
for the event!
• All of you who took the opportunity to 
commit to serving in a new way!
• Everyone in our First Pres family for all the 
ways you were serving before the Fair and 
continue to serve week after week!

Yes, our Ministry Fair is now just a memory. 
But there are always opportunities for service 
at First Pres. As we continue living into our 
shared call as God’s people in this place, I 
encourage everyone to reflect on the ways 
YOU are part of the work God is leading us 
into together. Give God thanks for the gifts 
of time and resources you’ve been given, and 
how you’re able to put those gifts to work 
for God’s purposes in this congregation, in 
our community, and in the world. Thank God 
for the people, sisters and brothers in Christ 
or neighbors in the community, that you are 
privileged to serve alongside.
And yes, you might even prayerfully ask the 
Lord if there are other ways God might be 
calling you to serve at this time. If you sense 
some “nudging” in that, let me know. I’ll be 
more than happy to help you get connected!

HERE TO... Serve
THE INVITATION STILL STANDS

By Rev. Steve Clark

Additional Candlelight Christmas Concert Information

The Candlelight Christmas celebration will feature works by Holst, Britten, Rutter, Handel, Vivaldi, 
Saint-Saens and others based on famous carols such as God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, Good 
Christian Men, Rejoice, or We Three Kings. 

Parking is free on Sundays. A free will offering will be received to support the Column Classics 
fine art series at First Presbyterian Church. 
Come and celebrate Christmas with us through the magic of music!

For more info, visit firstpreswc.com/events



Our Church Officer Nominating Committee, elected by the congregation last January, is responsible for 
discerning which First Pres members are being called by God to serve this congregation in leadership 
positions for the next three years. And you can help. The Committee invites your suggestions for names 
to consider to be Elders, Deacons, or Trustees for the coming 3-year term. Just fill out one of the blue 
cards found in the pews to submit names for consideration. You can put the card in the offering plate 
OR in the Nominating Committee mailbox in the hallway outside the church offices. (You can also submit 
names online at firstpreswc.com/nominate). Deadline for suggestions is November 18. The Committee 
will carefully and prayerfully consider all recommendations, and bring their slate of nominees to our 
congregational meeting on December 16. Thanks in advance for your contribution to this task that is 
critical for the life and ministry of First Pres.

Nominating Committee News

Guatemala Partnership
Keeps Going and Growing. .  .

Since 2003, First Pres has been in partnership with La Iglesia Evangelica Presbiteriana Getsemani in Villa Nueva, 
Guatemala. For fifteen years we have sent teams every other year for a week of service with our partner 
congregation, whose name translates as “Getsemani Evangelical Presbyterian Church.” On alternate years, 
the Getsemani congregation sends a delegation to serve with us for a week. This year it’s our turn to travel to 
Guatemala. From Saturday, November 3 through Saturday, November 10 our delegation (Brooke Gamble, Becky 
Gamble, Peter Guman, Doug Congdon-Martin, and Pastor Steve Clark) will visit with our Getsemani sisters 
and brothers to continue learning about the life and ministry of their congregation, and to continue building 
relationships that span the 2000 miles between our communities and cultures.

As part of this visit, our team will sign a renewal of the Partnership Covenant first confirmed in 2003—a 
Covenant that is renewed every three years. By plan, the three-year period means that the location of the 
Covenant renewal alternates between Villa Nueva and West Chester. This is one more way we remind ourselves 
that this First Pres ministry is a true partnership with the Getsemani congregation; we are not a benefactor but 
a partner.

A powerful ongoing expression of this partnership is the medical ministry that the Getsemani congregation 
undertakes in the surrounding neighborhoods and villages. First Pres contributes to the funding for this 
ministry, while Getsemani provides staffing of professionals and volunteers to serve the health needs of their 
neighbors. Each of us brings an important resource to the table, and by the grace of God together we are able to 
do much more than either of us could do alone.

It has also been a tradition for a visiting group to bring a gift to the host congregation as a way of expressing 
how much we appreciate each other. On behalf of our entire First Pres family, our team will be taking the 
beautiful custom-made platter shown in the picture above, inscribed with the Spanish phrase for “Above all, 
love.”

Please pray for our delegation as they travel in November. Pray for the Getsemani congregation, especially for 
their medical ministry and for wisdom and faith as they undergo a leadership transition and seek a new pastor. 
During the week our team is in Guatemala, watch our Facebook page for photos and comments from team 
members. And stay tuned for details for a team giving a report to all of us after they return; they will no doubt 
have much to share!



With Thanksgiving for the Ministry of Marilyn Kupfer

For the past nine years, our beloved Marilyn Kupfer, RN has served as First Presbyterian’s Faith 
Community Nurse. In this role she organized blood pressure screenings, found transportation for 
those who needed rides to medical appointments, offered wise counsel to members with health 
concerns, and provided a listening ear to anyone and everyone. Her compassionate leadership 
and tireless advocacy for those in her care will be deeply missed as she steps into a well-
deserved retirement. If you would like to provide a gift to Marilyn in honor of her ministry, please 
send a check to First Presbyterian by December 31 (put Marilyn Kupfer – Love Offering in the 
memo line) or give online (scroll down the giving options for “Marilyn”). We thank God for Marilyn’s 
leadership at First Presbyterian. 

by Ellen Tyson

Presbyterian Women – We would like to thank everyone for their donations to the 
Pocopson Home. Mens and Womens gift bags that included soap, lotions, combs as 
well as greeting and playing cards. Large print puzzle books, seasonal decorations 
and calendars were also very much appreciated. Sunday, November 4 is the last 
day to give donations and Hope Circle will assemble the bags for delivery before 
Thanksgiving.

Pocopson Home Project (Sponsored by Presbyterian Women)



Stephen Minister Training: Now is the Time!
Stephen Ministry is one of those groups within our church that puts a face, hands and feet on our 
biblical story, and our tag line, “above all, love.” Stephen Ministers are the ears that listen, the touch 
that eases, and the shoulder to lean on, at those times when life just seems to be doling out an 
extra helping of “Why me?” They are congregation members, trained to provide confidential, one-to-
one, emotional and spiritual support to people who are going through a rough time in their life. 

If you have the gifts of caring, encouragement and listening, please consider applying for a spot in 
the Stephen Minister training class being planned for January through mid-May 2019. The class will 
meet on Sunday afternoons, along with a Saturday retreat. Individuals are asked to make a two-year 
commitment to this ministry: 

• Participate in 50 hours of initial training
• Attend twice monthly supervision sessions once training is complete
• Meet weekly (or as mutually arranged) with your assigned care receiver

This commitment brings with it the opportunity for you to grow in your faith, develop stronger 
relational skills and bring the kingdom of God just a little bit closer to those who really need to see and 
feel its presence.

If you would like to talk to a Stephen Leader about becoming a Stephen Minister, please contact Becky 
Gamble (610-889-0928), sandbgamble@comcast.net or Caroline Cupp (484-459-8220) ccupp@firstpreswc. 
com. We would love to have new trainees selected soon to facilitate smooth planning!

THANK YOU,  VOLUNTEERS!
RISE AGAINST HUNGER...



3rd Annual Golf Outing Thank You

At First Pres, we continue striving to build connections with residents of our surrounding neighborhood. 
As part of that effort, we’re committing to help sustain the beautiful neighborhood park just a few 
blocks from our First Pres facility. Part of that commitment is financial: Our Congregational Life & 
Membership and Service & Outreach committees teamed up to make a contribution to the FOEP fund that 
helps maintain and improve the park. We are also committing to “hands on” participation by helping with 
occasional park maintenance and clean-up. And YOU can be part of this neighborhood ministry by joining 
us Saturday, November 17, for the Fall Cleanup Day at the Park. To volunteer email Rev. Steve Clark at 
sclark@firstpreswc.com.

First Pres is now a Friend of Everhart Park!

This year’s Bill Hess Golf Outing saw 50+ golfers and 70+ dinner attendees join us for the day to support the Youth 
Ministry of First Presbyterian Chuch. Great weather was the story for most of the day (despite a few showers) 
and a fun evening which included prizes and giveaways. 

Additionally, Cole Seaman (Youth Director) shared a vision for our youth ministry this year which included, 
growing the highly attended youth lock-in once again this year, rethinking service opportunities for students 
in our ministry, and continuing to strengthen Bible studies in order to help students grow deeper in their faith. 
Following a couple of student testimonies, Scott Smith, a representative from the Philadelphia Project, shared 
some words about their organization and a hope to continue partnerships with First Presbyterian and other 
churches like them. 

The Philadelphia Project is run out of Roxborough, Pennsylvania and exists to meet the needs of their community 
through free home repair, preschool, and after-school childcare. They do this by building meaningful relationships 
which earn them the right to share Christ with others through word and deed. Philadelphia is their home and they 
serve there all year long. First Presbyterian’s High School Students attended the Philadelphia Project’s “Summer of 
Service” weeklong program this past June. 

The Youth Ministry of First Presbyterian Church would like to thank all who participated in the day’s events and 
showed their support! They’d also like to extend a special thanks to: 
Guests:
The Philadelphia Project (Scott Smith and Joel Bielefeldt)
Title Sponsors: 
Winning Golf; McGillin Architecture Inc.; Saling, Litvin, and Hambleton; Disc Hounds; and Schorn Construction 
Other Sponsors: 
Gail Rader (Berkshire Hathaway) and Brian McKeon (Penn Management Group at UBS)



Darkness to Light exists to empower adults through awareness and educational programs to 
prevent, recognize, and react responsibly to child abuse.  Darkness to Light understands that 
learning the facts and talking about childhood abuse helps prevent it. 

Using Darkness to Light’s Stewards of Children program, our authorized facilitator, Steve Douglas, 
offers practical prevention training with a conversational, real-world approach.  This class is 
required by First Presbyterian Church, for anyone who works directly with children, anyone 
employed by First Pres regardless of their contact with children, anyone with access to a church 
key and access card to the church.   Register with Dory Speer, in the church office, dspeer@
firstpreswc.com or 610-696-0554.

Darkness to Light, Stewards of Children Training Class
 Monday, Nov 19, 2018, 6:30 p.m.

SUNDAYS:  In case of snow or ice this winter, we try our best to always offer at least the 9:00 a.m. worship 
service.  Be safe in your decisions to attend worship services.  Willy does a good job keeping our sidewalks 
cleared and salted, but the surrounding sidewalks and parking spots can be slippery or snow-covered.  Remember 
you can always watch the live HD stream at www.firstpreswc.com (link on our home page).

PROGRAMS AND ACTIVITIES: The Church follows the West Chester Area School District’s decision to cancel classes 
or start late.  If the schools are closed all day, First Pres programs and activities are cancelled for that day, 
including Bridge and groups that meet weekly.  If the schools close early, the church building will be closed after 
4:30 p.m.  If the schools have a late start, contact the church office or consult your group’s leader to find out if 
your specific meeting, program or activity has been canceled.

CHURCH OFFICE DURING THE DAY, MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY: The church office follows the West Chester Area 
School District’s decision for their office staff. For example, if the School District cancels classes but asks their 
staff to report 2 hours late, our church office will open two hours late; if the School District cancels classes and 
offices, the Church Office will also be closed for the day.

Information about church closures/cancelations can be found on our website www.firstpreswc.com, Facebook, 
and our voice mail outgoing message.  Remember, the safety of our members and staff is paramount- good 
judgement is required. The borough has limited places to pile snow and many roads are labeled snow emergency 
routes – parking is even tougher during inclement weather. Pay attention to states of emergency declared by the 
state or borough too. Be safe, make good decisions.

Donors must deliver or mail (and postmark) all gifts to the Church no later than Monday, 
December 31, 2018 in order to be included on your 2018 Statement of Contributions.  Deliver to 
Dory Speer in the business office as many other staff members are out of the office the week 
after Christmas until the New Year.  Delivering a financial gift to someone other than Dory may 
result in a contribution attributable to 2019, rather than 2018.  Please note:  The church office is 
open until noon on Monday, December 31, 2018.

Important Year End Charitable Deduction Information

In Case of Inclement Weather



FIRST PRES CONTACTComing up @ First Pres
• Nov 2-4: Youth High School Retreat: Reality
• Nov 3-10: Guatemala Partnership Trip
• Nov 4: Communion at 8:00 am service
• Nov 6: Pub Theology, Ryan’s Pub, 7 pm
• Nov 7: Bereavement Support Group, 1-2:30 pm (meets weekly through 1/23)
• Nov 11: Name Tag Sun.; New Member Fellowship; Youth HAWK Night (7 pm)
• Nov 16-17: Women’s Retreat  
• Nov 21: NO BRIDGE
• Nov 22 & 23: OFFICE CLOSED - Thanksgiving 
• Dec 2: Communion at all services; Candlelight Christmas Concert (4 pm)
• Dec 4: Pub Theology, Ryan’s Pub, 7 pm
• Dec 12: Last Bridge of 2018 season (resumes 1/9)
• Dec 16: Newsletter Submission Cutoff
• Dec 24: OFFICE CLOSES AT 12: Christmas Eve (see page 1 for times/details)
• Dec 25: OFFICE CLOSED: Christmas Day
• Dec 31: OFFICE CLOSES AT 12: New Year’s Eve
• Jan 1: OFFICE CLOSED: New Year’s Day

For a full calendar of events, visit 
www.firstpreswc.com or contact the church office.

In Memoriam
• George R. Graham, Jr., member from May 7, 2006 to September 5, 2018
• Betty Y. Rollins, member from March 3, 1948 to September 8, 2018
• Joseph M. Pitone, member from November 23, 1987 to October 11, 2018
• Robert L. Hosking, member from December 12, 1999 to October 10, 2018

The sympathy and prayers of the congregation are extended to:
• Sally Graham and family in the death of her husband;
• Cheryl Doyle and family in the death of her mother;
• Ed and Margie Gruber and family in the death of Ed’s sister;
• Gail, Melanie, Matthew and Michael Pitone and family in the death of Gail’s hus-
band and Melanie, Matthew and Michael’s father;
• Valentina and Wes Hosking and family in the death of her husband and his fa-
ther;
• Corky and Sharlene Kessler and family in the death of Corky’s sister;
• Brian and Holly Reigner and family in the death of Brian’s father;
• Jack and Sue Saller and family in the death of Jack’s daughter.
Baptisms
• Richard Craig Leith, Jr., born August 26, 2017, son of Richard and Laura Leith;
• Laney Adele Wilson, born July 4, 2017, daughter of Timothy and Christine Wilson;
• Aurora Raine Longacre, born April 26, 2018, daughter of Michael Longacre and 
Tara Buchanan.
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