
look at some great stories from the Bible that are 
not part of our regular curriculum.  I am thrilled 
that we are offering this program and look forward 
to this season of continued learning and fellowship 
with our kids.  

New take-home worship boxes...
Can’t be here Sunday morning?  No worries - God is 

wherever you are!  To help your family remember 
and celebrate God’s ever present love, 

our “take-home worship boxes” will 
be available again this summer.  

My goal with this year’s 
boxes is not to help you 

create a worship time 
to be done at one point 
during your vacation.  
The boxes are 
designed instead to 
provide some games 
and activities 
that you can take 
out of the box at 
whatever times 
are convenient to 

help you thoughtfully 
remember God in the 

midst of your vacation 
fun.    

Initiate launch sequence...
Finally, the Christian Education 

highlight of the summer - Vacation 
Bible School!  Hopefully you have already 

continued inside...
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Are the triumphant “alleluias” of Easter still ringing 
in your head?  I hope so.  I absolutely love how every 
year the joy of Easter morning carries us into the 
joy of a new season - a new liturgical season in the 
church, a new season around us in nature, and a 
new season for students and teachers of every age.  
These faithful laborers are starting to anticipate 
the end of another year of learning and growing, 
as well as the beginning of a time of rest.  (Is 
that a poetic enough way to summarize 
the frenzied countdown to the last 
day of school?!)  As your family 
digs into the momentum of 
May and everything your 
calendar holds between 
now and the end of the 
school year, keep in 
mind that this season 
contains an ending 
and a beginning for 
Christian Education 
here at First Pres 
too.

God doesn’t take a 
summer break...
Our regular Sunday 
School program will 
conclude on Sunday, 
June 2 but beginning the 
very next Sunday we will kick 
off a new summer program for 
kids!  All summer long, we will have 
an educational program during the sermon 
at both the 9 am and 10:42 services.  Designed for 
preschoolers and elementary age students, we will 



Sara Pantazes, DCE

...continued

marked the dates on your calendar (Sunday, June 23 - Thursday, June 27 from 6 -8 pm) for our adventure To Mars and 
Beyond.  Now it’s time to start signing up!  You can sign up your kids to participate and/or yourself to volunteer at www.
firstpreswc.com/vbs.  This is one of those all church projects and I love seeing how the First Pres family comes together
every year to make it happen.  If you haven’t helped in awhile (or ever) and want to get involved, give me a call!

Last but not least...
Just in case you haven’t heard, I started an e-newsletter recently.  Titled “Faith-ing Forward,” its goal is to support 
parents, grandparents, and all caring adults who want to help the children in their lives grow to know God.  I started 
this newsletter based on the understanding that, generally speaking, faith will not be developed solely at church.  
Incorporating faith into your family’s actions and conversations at home is incredibly important.  I plan to use this 
newsletter to share resources and ideas to make doing faith at home a little bit easier and to support adults in their 
own faith journeys.  If you aren’t already on our mailing list, feel free to sign up at 
https://www.firstpreswc.com/sunday-school. 

Here’s to raising up more alleluias together in the coming season.

 We are so pleased and excited to welcome Eric Hankins to a full-
time position as our Creative Arts Director.  Eric has been on staff, part-
time, as our Contemporary Worship Leader for the last year. Eric helped 
launch the 10:42 contemporary worship service and has picked up various 
communications responsibilities. You may have seen him rehearsing with 
a band, carrying tech equipment, or co-hosting the This Week at First Pres 
videos. Eric has both experience in and a passion for church communication, 
graphic design, and website management. Before Eric came to First Pres, he 
was the Arts Director at a church in Royersford, Pa. 
 
 Eric’s duties will include worship leadership at the 10:42 service and being 
the point person for communications at First Pres. His role in the 10:42 will 
remain the same. The added communications aspect of his role will include 

things like the website, the newsletter, handouts, social media, and weekly email communication. He will also oversee 
the technical aspects of our worship services and events. This includes the sound board, worship projection and the 
live streaming of our services. There is always room for new volunteers for the band or tech positions. If that sounds 
interesting or appealing to you, let him know at ehankins@firstpreswc.com.

 Eric and his wife April are thrilled to continue as a part of First Pres and are looking forward to this next season 
in their ministry. They have recently added a furry friend to their family in Biscotti, a mix between a dachshund and 
a miniature pinscher. They assure us that she is excited too! Eric has said that one of his favorite things about First 
Pres is the people who are so committed to furthering the work of God in the world, week in and week out. Maybe you 
know the two of them closely or somehow you haven’t been introduced. Either way, if you see Eric or April, welcome 
them again to the beautiful community that is First Presbyterian Church. Welcome, Eric!

Eric Hankins as Creative Arts Director



 “Senior Week?” the person asked with a twinkle in their eye; the name clearly brought to mind college days 
on Florida beaches, Solo cups of sparkling beverages in hand. The person wasn’t the first one in our congregation to 
make this tongue-in-cheek connection. Months ago, when members of First Pres’ Service and Outreach committee 
were trying to come up with a name for a weeklong series of events around older adults, we kept coming back to the 

name “Senior Week.” There was something in that title that was simple and brought 
a smile to people’s faces, but in thinking more about why this name stood out, I 
believe that Senior Week, whether it’s college students or members of a church, is 
all about celebrating and deepening connections. 
 During the beginning of April, members of First Pres engaged with one another 
and with our neighbors in a series of educational, service, and kids’ events meant to 
bring generations together. Over the course of the week, over 122 people between 
the ages of 3 months and 90+ years participated, many from our church but also 
others from our local community. Members of First Pres partnered with residents at 
Barclay Friends to serve at the West Chester Food Cupboard, and Barclay hosted our 
Coffee, Kids, and Chaos playgroup for a special toddler story, music, and gardening 
hour. Later in the week, the First Pres Cherub and Youth choirs performed their 
spring musical for Barclay residents and staff. Many came out to learn about the 
complex challenges of retirement at our Generation Senior University workshop, 
and others gained knowledge of how to engage with people who have dementia 

and other communication challenges in a presentation by local pastor and elder care expert Rev. Stephen Weisser. 
Members of First Pres joined with our neighbors at Church Street Towers and Denny Reyburn Apartments to deliver 
food and Easter treats to seniors experiencing hunger. Still others volunteered at the West Chester Area Senior Center 
Health Fair or came out to hear a presentation on 
talking books for those with visual impairments. 
 One of my favorite outcomes of the week was 
that our children and teens got a chance to learn 
from older members of the congregation, some of 
whom attended the Middle/High School Youth Group 
on Sunday nights. New friendships were formed, 
and our young people got perspectives on faith and 
social justice from those who have been navigating 
the complexities of church and faith in an ever-
changing world. Inspired by the hopes behind this 
week, acclaimed local photographer Darcie Goldberg 
took a series of portraits of local seniors which will 
be displayed in Fellowship Hall throughout the month 
of May. Join us for an art show to kick off this exhibition on May 5 between the 9:00 and 10:42 services; you may see 
some familiar faces among the photographs. If you missed Senior Week but still want to take part in some of the 
ongoing activities, please consider the following: 
 - Join us for upcoming sessions of Generation Senior University.
 - Talk to Sara Pantazes (spantazes@firstpreswc.com) about speaking with members of the Sunday School   
    classes about your faith journey.
 - Volunteer with the West Chester Area Senior Center (contact Caroline for details – ccupp@firstpreswc.com).
On behalf of the Service & Outreach committee, I extend a joyful thank you to all of you who participated in this 
unforgettable week.
             Rev. Caroline Cupp

Senior Week at First Pres



Serving God in Africa – Anna Bentley and Barb Snyder

In March, two members of our church served in Africa: 
Barb Snyder at the Dageno Girls School in Karatu, Tanzania 
and Anna Bentley in Yaounde, Cameroon, where she helped 
lead Vacation Bible school for the children of mission 
workers. 

The Dageno Girls School is a residential entrepreneurial 
education center that supports over 100 girls, teaching 
them not only academic subjects but also entrepreneurial, 
leadership, and life skills. As part of their education, 
the girls manage five businesses and have to develop 
marketing and financial plans. In a country where, for 
financial reasons, 92% of girls don’t move past primary 
school, Dageno helps young women move from poverty to 
becoming entrepreneurs and leaders in their communities. 
Barb became connected with Dageno through her sister, 
whose Annapolis-area church supports the school.  

Anna’s trip was sponsored by Refuge 139, an organization 
that provides support and resources to the children 
of mission workers. Anna shared, “I have always been 
impressed by the work of Michael and Bev Harrar whom 
our church supports; when I saw Bev’s request for 
volunteers in our bulletin it seemed the right time and 
place for me.” As a biologist with expertise in parasitic 
diseases, Anna was particularly impacted by some of 
the challenges facing the people of Cameroon: “Malaria, 
typhoid fever, and other fevers are common even among 
the missionary families and they seem to accept this as 

an inevitable consequence of living in Cameroon,” she 
reflected. 

Both Barb and Anna were struck by the beauty of the 
countries and those they met there. Barb shared that 
Tanzania is one of the few countries never to have had 
a civil war; even in the midst of challenges, they hold 
peace and “brotherhood” as core national values. As Anna 
describes, “Cameroon, in spite of its obvious poverty, is 
full of people who live life to the fullest and in a setting 
that constantly reminds you of the beauty of God’s 
creation.  From the beautiful patterns in the long cotton 
dresses the women wear, to the bright orange lizards 
and green ferns that lived in our courtyard, to the silver-
backed low land gorillas we viewed from afar at the 
primate rescue center, it is an amazing, colorful, and lively 
country.”

Anna and Barb request prayers for those they encountered 
on their trips. Anna asks for our church’s continued 
support of mission workers abroad, explaining that the 
financial gifts we provide help them provide for their 
families, and help break the sense of isolation many feel 
being so far from home. She asks that we pray that the 
mission workers and people of Cameroon “may remain 
healthy and receive medical care when needed; that they 
will be safe in their travels; safe from the civil unrest 
and violence that is common in neighboring regions; and 
that their own strong Christian faith will spread among 
the people and will sustain them through the inevitable 
difficulties they face.” Barb asks that we “pray that these 
young women will be able to take their skills and become 
productive members of their society – and help to change 
the expectation for women, that they can and should be 
an integral part of their economic structure.”

International Missions 



YOU Made A Difference with Operation Easter Basket!
Here’s what we heard from one of agencies who received the baskets to share with people they serve: “Thank you for 
the carload of Easter baskets for local survivors of human trafficking and their children helped by The Salvation Army’s 
New Day to Stop Trafficking Program. Some of the baskets will go to New Day New Home for young women, ages 18-26, 
who were trafficked for sex as children and have aged out of child protective services. Others will go into apartments 
or houses where survivors have new, safe homes for themselves and their youngsters. For most of the recipients, the 
baskets will be an unexpected surprise and a bright spot during their journey of recovery.” Well done, First Pres! What a 
joy to follow in the way of Jesus and be used by God to bless our neighbors.

Operation Easter Basket



NEW Members 

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST MEMBERS!
 

Our family is growing! At the “Connections” class held on February 3, we received twelve new adult members. We 
baptized two of them when they were received in worship! Just eight weeks later, seven more folks joined First Pres at 
the class held on March 31.
 Coming from various backgrounds and church connections, bringing a variety of gifts and experiences and 
interests, we know that the Lord will bless us through their presence among us. And we pray we can be a blessing to 
them as together we live into the future God has for all of us here at the corner of Miner and Darlington. Check out the 
display of their pictures in Fellowship Hall. And when you get a chance, be sure to say “Welcome!” to:

Eric & Caitlin Balascio 
(daughter Abigail)

Justin & Katie Grass 
(sons Sullivan and Caleb)

Judy Reynolds

Morgan Bortle & Dan 
Alvarez (son Mason) 

Dawn Marion

Jack Roberts 
(pictured with wife Patty)

Rachel Briggs

Bryan Mulhern

Karl & Vicki Schroeder

Terry & Janice Engle

Sara & Tom Pantazes 
(sons Ben & Matt)

Not Pictured: 
Shahrooz Bastami 
Nicole McConville



A NOTE FROM YOUR CONFIRMATION TEACHERS: 

 Confirmands, watching your faith journeys over the past year has been a blessing. As I am sure that you’ve 
come to know, from class, there really is no cut and dry way to do this thing we call “Following Jesus.” The way it plays 
out in each and every person’s life is unique to their story and their situation. We pray that your journey takes you to 
new places of faith and trust in God. If there is one thing we hope you take away from all of this, it’s this truth: God can 
handle your doubts, happiness, fears, joys, hurts, and struggles. Move closer in those moments, not further away.
 God loves you more than you will ever know, and this church cares deeply about you too. May you find God to be 
a sustaining power in your life!
         - Cole Seaman, Tracey Moore, and Mike Guerriero (Confirmation Teachers)

CONFIRMATION CLASS OF ‘19
 

 Once a year, we have the privilege of welcoming 8th graders into the family of First Pres after a year-long 
focus on what it looks like to live a life of faith in our congregation and denomination.  Confirmation is the time where 
students confirm their baptism and the vow their parents took on their behalf when they were infants. The students 
have spent time this year exploring topics such as the Trinity, the Bible, creeds, different church denominations, and the 
sacraments. They also visit other churches to witness how the greater body of believers worships in different ways and 
in various forms. They were welcomed into the church in the 9:00am service on April 7th. Each student prepares their 
own statement of faith and you can see selections of them on First Pres’ Facebook page.  

Back row: Molly Dolan, Sommer Vansant, Josiah Moore, Ella Sokurenko
Front row: Ella Hambleton, Harry Stovell, Daniel Single, Abby DeMaioribus



Lenten Dinners
Through the generous hospitality of eleven different 
families playing host to strangers and friends, nearly 90 
First Pres members and friends gathered for dinner and 
conversation during the weeks leading to Easter. Each 
gathering included a meal, time for casual fellowship, and 
conversation about the Bible text which the preacher focused on the following Sunday. This was the third straight year 
of these gatherings, and once again the responses were positive and enthusiastic! 

Coming together for a meal and conversation was an opportunity for being 
with old friends and making new ones. It was also a time for exploring 
what it means to be a community of Christ’s followers in this time and 
place. But don’t just take my word for it; listen to what participants 
themselves say:
•  [These gatherings] “help us engage in deeper conversations in a 
comfortable setting with good food and fellowship, and the Spirit showed 
up and gave a deeper meaning to our meal together.”
• “Some of us eat alone most of the time, so it is great to have dinner with a 
mixed group!”
• “The Lent dinners have helped me to get to know more people in the 
congregation.”
• “The best thing about these dinners it that you get to know people much 
more in depth than just a ‘Hi!’ in church. You learn where they worked, lived, 
traveled, children, grandchildren, etc. and so much more.”
• “The food was wonderful and the fellowship was rich! We look forward to 
the next time we can gather. It’s a wonderful way to make a large church 
seem like family.”
• “The scriptures and questions . . . are very helpful in stimulating discussion.  
This is an important activity in our church to bring us closer together as a 
congregation.”
• “Sharing our personal spiritual history and discussing the Lenten scripture 
enhanced a mutual bond.”
• “As newcomers we found the dinner to be a great way of meeting new 
folks and spending a few hours learning their stories of their lives and 
history with First Pres.”
THANKS to all the families that hosted these gatherings. THANKS to all 
those who participate in this wonderful ministry. THANKS be to God for 
strengthening our bonds of friendship, and bringing us closer as we share 
this incredible adventure of walking with Christ.
And watch for Lent Dinners 2020 when the season rolls around again!

A Good Time Was Had By All!



“On the Road to Pittsburgh”

Come join the First Pres Travelers on “The Road to Pittsburgh.”
The trip on June 6-7 will involve many eclectic activities. We will observe the building of Harley-Davidson motorcycles 
in York. There will be an opportunity to visit the Flight 93 Memorial and the Que Creek Mine Rescue site in Somerset 
County. The Hyatt Place Meadows Racetrack Hotel will offer us a splendid evening of recreation and rest. On Friday, a 
two-hour tour of Pittsburgh with a step-on guide will precede a ride on the Duquesne Incline. After lunch we will visit 
two of Frank Lloyd Wright’s designed homes: Falling Water and Kentuck Knob. 

Cost is:
$419pp Single
$349pp Double
$339pp Triple
$329pp Quad

HAVEN’T BEEN ABLE TO ATTEND THE PRAYER SESSIONS?
You can still be praying for the ministries of the church even if you haven’t been able to attend the prayer sessions.  
There is a webpage with information. Go to the church’s website, click on Connect/Prayer Events.  At the bottom of the 
page are pdf’s for the prayer requests for each of the sessions that have met to date focusing on Caregiving, Worship, 
and Christian Education.  The leaders and workers in these ministries value our church’s commitment to pray for them.  

NEW MEMBERS CLASS (“Connections”) - JUNE
If you know someone interested in becoming a member of First Pres, or just learning more about what God is up to 
here at the corner of Miner and Darlington, join us in the Chapel 11:45am – 2:00pm Sunday, June 2. Lunch is included, 
and childcare can be provided if needed. Contact Pastor Steve Clark (sclark@firstpreswc.com) if you’d like to be part of 
the gathering, or if you have questions.



Job Opening - Our long-time Bridge Dinner Coordinator, Jen Rosenberg, is moving on to other things after this Bridge 
season, so we’re looking for someone to fill that position.

The Coordinator will oversee our weekly dinner program, with responsibilities to assist with planning and 
preparation of meals, recruit and coordinate volunteers, and build awareness and enthusiasm for the program. This 
is a paid part-time position, requiring 12 hours per week September through April. Send application and resumé to 
Pastor Steve Clark. (sclark@firstpreswc.com).

Job Opening!

Youth Flower Sale Ad

Wishing You a Safe and Happy Vacation
No matter where you wander,
No matter where you roam,
While away on vacation,
Please remember the Pocopson Home!

     If you are staying in a motel, or hotel or a spa resort, etc., this summer, and do not use
the soap, the shampoo, conditioner, lotion, or shower hat, etc., provided, would you consider 

saving them for the Presbyterian Women’s Organization? We use these unopened items 
to make mini-spa bags which the residents love to receive. With your help, we can do it again 

this year. Thank you!



FIRST PRES CONTACTComing up @ First Pres
• May 5: Communion by Intinction at 8 am; Youth Group End of Year Bash
• May 12: Mother’s Day Flower Sale
• May 19: Prayer Session
• May 22: Red Cross Blood Drive 
• May 27: Memorial Day; church offices closed
• June 2: New Members Class
• June 4: Pub Theology
• June 6-7: Travelers trip to Pittsburgh
• June 9: Communion by Intinction at 8 am; Prayer Session
• June 14: Nametag Sunday
• June 16: Newsletter Deadline for July/August issue
• June 23-27: Vacation Bible School 

For a full calendar of events, visit 
www.firstpreswc.com or contact the church office.

In Memoriam
• Marguerite S. Kelley, member from October 25, 1993 to March 5, 2019
• Muzetta Peck, member from May 21, 1972 to March 24, 2019
• Daniel H. Drummond, former member from November 29, 1979 to December 16, 
2018

The sympathy and prayers of the congregation are extended to:
• The family of Marguerite S. Kelley;
• Lewis Peck and family in the death of his wife, Muzetta;
• Henry and Amanda Buchholz and family in the death of their nephew, Evan:
• Monica, Rudy and Caitlin Treichel and family in the death of Monica’s uncle;
• Bob and Kay Young, Sara Brandon and Brooke Young Catullo and family in the  
 death of Kay’s mother and Sara and Brooke’s grandmother;
• Matthew Hulbert and family in the death of his wife, Linda;
• Doug and Martha Sherman and family in the death of Doug’s mother;
• John Ottinger and family in the death of his son;
• Dorothy Drummond and family in the death of her husband.

Baptisms
• Caleb Anthony Grass, born June 11, 2017, son of Justin and Katherine Grass;
• Harrison Trahey Diehl, born August 9, 2018, son of Paul and Michelle Diehl;
• Heidi Anne Kesner, born April 22, 2015, daughter of Matthew and Rebecca Kesner;
• Genevieve Alexandria Ferry, born February 9, 2011, daughter of Marc Ferry and 
Rebecca Kesner;
• Nathan James Singley, born August 1, 2018, son of David and Jennifer Singley.

Births
• Beau Alexander Hinson, born March 28, 2019, son of Jonny and Elizabeth Hinson.
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130 West Miner Street  
West Chester, PA 19382

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

JOIN US THIS SUMMER FOR vvv
v v vv v v

VBS

Time: 6:00-8:00pm
Dates: Sunday, June 23 - Thursday, June 27

Optional dinner beginning at 5:00pm each evening

v
v

REGISTER OR VOLUNTEER AT FIRSTPRESWC.COM/VBS


