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I will live with hope and gratitude,  
with courage and generosity and kindness.  
Choose this day whom you will serve,  
but as for me, I will serve the God of love.  

 
  -- Rev. Steve Garnaas-Holmes 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Prelude                                   Prayer and Praise 
                              Margaret R. Tucker 
   

Welcome 
 
Call to Worship           
 There is one body and one Spirit, 
 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 
 one God, Creator and Sustainer of all, 
 who is above all and through all and in all. 
 Come, let us worship the Lord. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 O great God, your wisdom is unfading. 
 When faithful people live in love and work for justice, 
 heaven breaks into earth. 
 Give us the grace to live expectantly, 
 trusting that the Lord of history 
 comes into life continually with compassion, redemption, and hope. Amen. 
 
Hymn #65                               Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

Cwm Rhondda 
 
Prayer of Confession  

Sovereign God, 
 in baptism you joined us to Christ and one another 
 but often we fail to embrace your invitation  
 to live in righteousness and love. 
 In baptism you united us with all who confess your name, 
 but we foster division in church and world, 
 and betray our witness. 
 In baptism you call us to ministry in all realms of life, 
 but we pit neighbor against neighbor, nation against nation. 
 We ignore the suffering of the poor, and the cries of the oppressed. 
 Lord, remember the promises you made to us in our baptism, 
 forgive our sinful ways and heal our brokenness. 

Set us free and raise us to new life in Christ, that we may be your faithful servants. Amen.  
 

 
Assurance 

Hear the good news!  
In baptism you were buried with Christ.  
In baptism also you were raised to life with him. 
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  
The old life has gone; a new life has begun.  
I declare to you in the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
 

Response                                                                                                     Meineke 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 
 
 



 
Creed                    Selections from the Confession of Belhar 
 We believe in the triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
 who gathers, protects, and cares for the church through Word and Spirit.  
 This God has done since the beginning of the world  
 and will do to the end.  
 We believe that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit  
 has conquered the powers of sin and death,  
 and therefore also of irreconciliation and hatred,  
 bitterness and enmity,  
 that God’s life-giving Word and Spirit will enable the church  
 to live in a new obedience which can open new possibilities of life  
 for society and the world.  
 We believe in one holy, universal Christian church,  
 the communion of saints called from the entire human family 
 We believe that Jesus is Lord.  
 To the one and only God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
 be the honor and glory forever and ever. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Ministry Updates 
 
First Scripture Reading        1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
Special Music                                Sarabande 
                            Claude Debussy 
 
Prayers of the People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 
Offering                         Ribaltimento                                                     
                                                                         Kathleen Wissinger                                         
 
Hymn #435                         There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

In Babilone 
 
Scripture Reading           Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25       
 
Sermon        “Election”                     Rev. Caroline Cupp 
 
Hymn #354           Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory 
                       Battle Hymn 
 
Blessing             O Christ, Surround Me 
 
Postlude                             Improvisation on Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory      



     FIRST PRES MATTERS 
 

Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor; Sandor 
Kadar, Director of Music; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist; The JuBellation Ringers. 
 
The rosebud at the Baptismal Font is to the Glory of God and in honor of Ivy Faye Quinlan, born September 12, 2020, 
daughter of Dana Rutledge and Brian Quinlan. 
 
Young Justice Builders Club- Elementary aged children and their grown-ups are invited to gather today on Zoom at 
noon.  We'll work together to look back at the year, talk about what injustices we have witnessed (and maybe 
experienced) and spend some time bringing all of that to God through a lament exercise.  Our children have been 
holding a lot this year, and this time is designed to show them how we can incorporate God into our mental 
processing during stressful times.  Please contact Sara Pantazes at spantazes@firstpreswc.com for the Zoom link. 
 
November's Anti-Racism Conversation will feature a presentation by Dr. Lisa Croft, a family physician and co-
founder of the West Chester community's Courageous Conversations About Race.  We will be gathering on Zoom at 
12:30 pm next Sunday, November 15.  Dr. Croft's presentation and the conversation after will focus on the themes of 
healing and restoration.  Anyone from the First Pres community is encouraged to join us to listen, learn and consider 
together how our faith prompts us to be a part of this important work.  The Zoom link will be shared with the 
congregation in the Wednesday email and on our Racial Justice web page next Sunday. 
 
Advent wreath and devotion book sign-up - First Pres is offering two special resources to help you connect with God 
and with your church community during the coming season of Advent.  You can sign-up to receive a daily Advent 
devotional (hard copy or as an email) and/or an Advent wreath to light during your worship at home.  In order to 
prepare the correct number of resources, please sign up by Friday, November 13.  The form is on the Sign-up tab on 
the church's webpage - www.firstpreswc.com.  Contact Sara Pantazes with any questions. 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The above shows the giving amount as of 11/o4/2020 compared to the 2020 full year goal as well as the 
2021 pledges so far.  These charts will be presented each week to keep the congregation well-informed of 
our progress. Further details can be found on the Financial Reporting page on our website. 


