
 

 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July 11, 2021          9:00am 
 

“We exist to reveal the presence and character of God in the world, 
being transformed as we participate in God’s transforming work.” 

    -Tod Bolsinger  
 

Prior to the service, you are invited to prepare yourself for worship. 
Some people prefer to meditate or pray, while others may chat quietly  

with their fellow-worshippers as a way to connect and focus.  
As the prelude begins, please prepare for worship in quiet attentiveness. 

 

Prelude    The Lord’s Prayer 
           Albert Hay Malotte  
Welcome 
 
 

*Call to Worship  
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; 
God’s mercies are everlasting. 
They are new every morning. 
Great is God’s faithfulness. Let us worship the Lord. 
 
*Opening Prayer 
Steadfast God, you sent Jesus as witness that no one is outside your healing reach. Help us 
to trust in the abundance of your love as we share your compassion and generosity 
wherever we may go with you, in Christ, and through the Holy Spirit. Amen. 
 

*Hymn # 41              O Worship the King, All Glorious Above! 
 
 

Reflecting on God’s glory makes us aware of our common sinfulness  
and need for forgiveness. 

 



*Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness 
Holy God, we confess that we have sinned against you 
and have strayed far from living wholeheartedly. 
Envy and fear have dulled our generosity, 
and too often we find ourselves cynical and destructive. 
Forgive our sins and return us to health 
through the grace and mercy of Christ. Amen. 
 

Sisters and brothers, God loves us, forgives us, and frees us to live differently. 
Therefore be at peace and love with boldness and generosity. 
Praise be to God, our sins are forgiven. 
 

*Response                                        Meineke 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

  

Ministry Updates 
 

Sacrament of Baptism 
Cameryn Ruth McDivitt and Sloane Ann McDivitt, born September 14, 2020, 

daughters of David and Heather McDivitt and granddaughters of David and Ann Dickey. 
 

Affirmation of Faith – Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty,  
maker of heaven and earth.  
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord;  
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost;  
born of the Virgin Mary; suffered under Pontius Pilate;  
was crucified, dead and buried;  
he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven;  
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty;  
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;  

 the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 



Special Music   Let Us Break Bread Together 
    arr. Moses Hogan 
 
Prayer for Illumination 
Loving God, your Word has the power to restore our lives. Open our hearts to the 
presence of your Spirit, for you are mighty to save. Amen. 
 

 
Scripture Reading Mark 5:1-9 
 

At this time children are invited to meet Ms. Sara for story time in Fellowship Hall. 
They will return to their families after the sermon. 

 
 

Hymn # 310    I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord 
 
 
 

Sermon     “Lost” Rev. Anderson Porter  
 

Once we hear God’s Word we wish to respond in word and in deed, 
and so we say and sing what we believe. 

 

*Hymn # 836    Abide with Me 
  

 

We are sent into the world to bear witness to God’s glory and love, 
knowing that God has gone ahead of us to prepare the way. 

Worship ends on this hopeful note and continues in all we do and become. 
 

*Blessing and Response 
 

 
Postlude                                   Doctor Gradus ad Parnassum 
                                                                                                                                                   Claude Debussy 
               

    

*You are invited to stand as you desire.  
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST PRES 
 

Leading us in worship today are Rev. Anderson Porter, Parish Associate; Rev. Caroline 
Cupp, Executive Pastor; Rev. Dr. Erin Cox-Holmes, Executive Presbyter; Kira Boros, Choir 
Accompanist; Michael Spaziani, baritone. Our greeters at 9:00 a.m. are Dennis and Adriana 
Park and at 10:42 a.m. are Scott and Becky Gamble. 
 



The Chancel Flowers – are given by Peg Osborne in memory and in honor of Kathy Flamm, 
whose spirit and constant dedication to others are an example to us all; and given by Nancy 
Ninos, in memory of J. David Morgan and Ruth Morgan Spencer. 
 
“Join In” at First Pres! We have a few signed up to attend the New Members Class on 
Sunday, July 18 at 11:30 a.m. Would you like to join us to find out more about membership at 
First Pres? Please contact Elizabeth Hess (ehess@firstpreswc.com) to sign up. 
 

Soda Bottles Needed – The Melton Center STEAM Camp is in need of empty 2-liter plastic 
soda bottles.  The more bottles we collect, the closer we are to helping each camper create 
and launch their own water rocket!  Bottles can be left in the donation bin next to the 
Welcome Center through July 18.  

 

 In-Person Prayer Session – Mark your calendar for an In-Person Prayer Session on 7/25, 
from 10:05 to 10:20.  Location TBD.  Prayers of all are valued during this critical stage of our 
transition, so it would be great to see you there.  

 

The Congregation and Corporation of First Presbyterian Church of West Chester 
are called to meet today, July 11, 2021 at 10 a.m. for the purpose of approving the 
temporary adjusted terms of call and electing a deacon to fill an unexpired term. 

mailto:ehess@firstpreswc.com

