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“Remember always that you not only have the right to be an individual, 
you have an obligation to be one.”

 
      -- Eleanor Roosevelt 
 

October 18, 2020



Welcome to First Presbyterian Church

We’re glad you’re here with us today. We fondly refer to this community of 
Christ-followers as “First Pres,” and you being here is one of God’s blessings 
for our fellowship. If you wonder what we’re up to at First Pres, it’s actually 
pretty simple. In fact, we use a short phrase to remind ourselves of our shared 
purpose: “Above all, love.” Drawn from a New Testament text (1 Peter 4:8-11), 
those brief words challenge us to focus everything we do on loving God and 
loving every single person we encounter. So every day we’re learning how to 
do just that, as God’s Spirit keeps working in our lives.
 
By the way, we can’t take credit for this idea. It goes as far back as Jesus. He 
was once asked to sum up what it looks like to really be alive; what we should 
aim for in our lives if we want to live as fully as we can. His answer? Love God 
with every fiber of your being, and love the people around you.

Our Mission Statement

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church responds to 
God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of hospitality, worship, faith 
development, service and generosity. 



Welcome    

Prelude    My Lord, What a Morning 
arr. John A. Behnke

Call to Worship  
The Lord is king; let the peoples tremble! 
He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the earth quake! 
The Lord is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples. 
Let them praise your great and awesome name. Holy is he! 

Hymn #367    Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
St. George’s Windsor

Prayer of Confession
We do not always remember your blessings, O God. 
It’s not that we are ungrateful. 
It’s just that because some of the blessings 
we enjoy have been with us for so long, 
we forget that they were originally gifts from you.
We acknowledge, all-knowing God, 
that we would rather trust something that we can see, 
rather than someone we can only trust. 
We care more for security and pleasure than justice and righteousness. 
We know that our preoccupation with what we have leaves us wanting - 
we are empty and unhappy without you. Forgive us, O Lord, 
and help us to be truly penitent. You are the Lord of lords and the King of kings, 
and deserve all the honor and glory we can gather and share. Amen!

Assurance of Pardon
What can we say today that reaffirms our trust in God’s mercy
as the way to life in all its fullness? 
Words are helpful - but not enough to fully express God’s greatness and goodness. 
Let’s shout and sing for joy! 
Then let’s sing with our faces afire with wonder!  
Because in Jesus Christ we all are forgiven! Alleluia! Amen!



Litany of Celebration  Based on Westminster Confession of Faith
God hath all life, glory, goodness, blessedness, in and out of himself;
And is alone in and unto himself all-sufficient, 
not standing in need of any creatures which he hath made, 
nor deriving any glory from them, but only manifesting his own glory in, 
by, unto, and upon them: 
He is the alone fountain of all being, of whom, through whom, and to whom, 
are all things, and hath most sovereign dominion over them, to do by them, 
or upon them, whatsoever himself pleases. 
In this sight, all things are open and manifest, his knowledge is infinite, infallible, 
and independent upon the creature, 
so as nothing is to him contingent or uncertain. 
He is most holy in all the counsels, in all his works, and in all his commands. 
To him is due from angels and men, and every other creature, 
whatsoever worship, service, or obedience he is pleased to require of them. 
Thanks be to God! Amen! Amen.

Children’s Message
 

3rd Grade Bible Presentations

Ministry Updates

Message from the Session      Bob Smith, Chair, Finance Committee

Scripture Reading   Exodus 33:12-33         

Special Music First movement from D-Major Piano Concerto 
Joseph Haydn

  
Prayers of the People and The  Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

Invitation to the Offering     The Entrance of Autumn
Antonio Vivaldi, arr. Andrea Handley

   



Hymn #697 Take My Life
Hendon

Scripture Reading     Matthew 22:15-22

Sermon   “A Taxing Question about Trust” Rev. Bob Sheldon

“Faithfully Connected” Story  Elders Rick and Tracy Burke

Hymn #694   Great God of Every Blessing
Aurelia

Blessing 

Response  O Christ, Surround Me

Postlude   Menuet Gothique 
Leon Boellmann

Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, 
Executive Pastor; Sándor Kádár, Director of Music; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist;  
Sam Prochnau and Jonathan Kreamer, piano; The JuBellation Ringers: Kira Boros, 
Robin Mason, Nolan Prochnau, Pete Prochnau, Kiana Rivera, Liz Single, Evelyn Stohlman, 
Janet Thompson, Gail Turner.

In Memoriam - Douglas L. Bracher, member of First Presbyterian Church from February 23, 
1998 to October 13, 2020. Our sympathy and prayers are with Sandra Bracher and family in 
the death of her husband, Douglas.

Anti-Racism Conversation Today! - All members of the First Pres community are invited 
to join the Christian Faith & Issues class for an Anti-Racism Conversation on Zoom today 
from noon - 1 p.m.  We will watch and discuss a TheoEd talk by Austin Channing Brown, 
“The Double Sided Pursuit of Racial Justice.”   We hope you will join the conversation as we 
continue learning and encouraging one another to speak, think and act in anti-racist ways. 
The Zoom link will be available at www.firstpreswc.com/racial-justice or by contacting Sara 
Pantazes at spantazes@firstpreswc.com.

FIRST PRES MATTERS



The above shows the giving amount as of 10/14/2020 compared to the 2020 full year goal.  This 
chart will be presented each week to keep the congregation well-informed of our progress. 
Further details can be found on the Financial Reporting page on our website.

Let us know – As local hospitals slowly ease visiting restrictions, we are anticipating a 
gradual return of the Agape visitation ministry. If you anticipate a hospital stay or have a 
loved one who is hospitalized and a visit, call, or card would be of comfort, please contact 
Ellen Landis (elandis60@gmail.com) or Judy Mackleer (judymackleer@verizon.net).

The Nominating Committee - is beginning their work to discern candidates for church officer 
positions for 2021. We count on the congregation to provide suggestions for people you 
see as being good leaders for our church. Please submit suggestions for Elders, Deacons 
and Trustee via the website or to Elizabeth Guman (ecguman@gmail.com) by November 1. 
Self-nominations are welcome. The current officers are on the website at firstpreswc.com/
leadership.

2020 Contributions

   2021 Pledges

Current
$768,450

Goal
$1,065,659

Current
$470,268

Goal
$956,064


