
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 
                              January 31, 2021   

9:00am 
 
 
 
 

 

“When there is no enemy within, 
the enemies outside cannot hurt you.” 

  ―Winston S. Churchill 
 

“Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.” 
1 Corinthians 8:1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Prelude    Romance 
           Claude Debussy 
 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship           Psalm 111: 1-3, 10   

Praise the Lord! I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart,  
in the company of the upright, in the congregation. 
Great are the works of the Lord, studied by all who delight in them. 
Full of honor and majesty is his work, and his righteousness endures forever. 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom;  
all those who practice it have a good understanding. His praise endures forever. 

 
 
Opening Prayer 

God of all wisdom and authority, you sent Jesus Christ to save us.   
Heal us, cleanse us, deliver us and cast out the evil within us  
so that we may know your Word  
and heed your new teaching through Christ your Holy One. Amen. 

  
 
Hymn # 1          Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty!  
       
 
 
Prayer of Confession 

God our Creator, we confess that we are broken, sinful creatures.   
You spoke to us through prophets, yet we have not kept your commands. You give new teaching through 
Jesus, yet we fail to obey your living Word. Forgive us, God of Grace. Set us free from the grip of self-
righteousness and bring us ever closer to you, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

Mindful of the many sins among us, God knows our need before we even ask. 
God’s grace is greater than our sin. Forgiveness is the final word! 
The mighty message of forgiveness is even more powerful when witnessed within a loving community. Let us 
join together in showing the world:   
In Jesus Christ, we all are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen! 
 
 

Response                                        Glory and Honor 
Give we the glory and praise to the Lamb; 

Take we the robe and the harp and the palm; 
Sing we the song of the Lamb that was slain, 

Dying in weakness but rising to reign. 
 

Children’s Message 
 
 
Ministry Updates 
 
Reception of New Member   
 



 
Prayer for Illumination 

We come to you, Uniting Lord, because we know that we need your vision to draw us together. We read 
your scriptures because we know that we need your wisdom to live together. We commit ourselves to you 
and each other because we know that we need your courage to love together. Amen. 

 
 
 
Scripture Reading  Mark 1:14-20 

Jesus begins his ministry in Galilee by calling fishermen to follow him and “fish for people.” 
 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The time 
is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”  
 
As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—
for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And 
immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 

 
 
 
Special Music     Danse ZZ from Quatre Danses 
    Antoine Auberson 
        
       
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 
 
Giving and Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 
 
 
 
Prayer of Dedication   
 
 
 
Offertory                 Largo from Sonata in G Minor 

         Henry Eccles 
                                                      
 
Hymn # 12      Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise  
           
 
 



Scripture Reading         1 Corinthians 8:1-13  
 

In the time of Paul’s work, the issue of eating food that had been offered to idols divided many groups, 
including families. In today’s reading, Paul addresses this divide—and reminds the church of the One who unites. 

 
Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us p ossess knowledge.” Knowledge puffs up, 
but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge; but 
anyone who loves God is known by him. 
 
Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that 
“there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as in 
fact there are many gods and many lords— yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things 
and for whom we exist, and one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we 
exist. 
 
It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so accustomed to idols until 
now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is 
defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.” We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we 
do. But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if 
others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since their 
conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols? So by your knowledge 
those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed. But when you thus sin against members of your 
family, and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of 
their falling, I will never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 

 
 
 
Sermon    Sermon Conversations: A Word about Prayer Bob Sheldon/Caroline Cupp 
 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith                            Confession of Belhar 
 

We believe that Christ’s work of reconciliation is made manifest in the church as the community of believers 
who have been reconciled with God and with one another; that unity is, therefore, both a gift and an 
obligation for the church of Jesus Christ; that through the working of God’s Spirit it is a binding force, yet 
simultaneously a reality which must be earnestly pursued and sought: one which the people of God must 
continually be built up to attain…. (10.3)   

 
  
 
Hymn # 450    Be Thou My Vision 
  
 
Blessing  
 
 
Response   Eight-Fold Amen 
 
 
Postlude    Improvisation on Old 100th  

    
 



    

                        WHAT HAPPENING AT FIRST PRES  
 

Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor; Sandor 
Kadar, Director of Music; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist; Nolan Prochnau, viola; Braden Mulcahy, tenor saxophone; 
Reid Simmons, organ scholar. 
 
About Today’s Service  
On the fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time, we turn our attention to the church. Just as Jesus called his first disciples, the 
church continues to reach out and encourage other people to step in and step up. What does it mean to “welcome 
people in the name of Jesus?” That’s what we’re here to find out! 
 
Prayer for Today  
Eternal God, you are the Power behind all things: behind the energy of the storm; behind the heat of a million suns. 
You are the Power behind all minds: behind the ability to think and reason; behind all understanding of the truth. You 
are the Power behind the cross of Christ: behind the weakness, the torture and the death; behind unconquerable love. 
Eternal God, we worship and adore you. Amen. 
 
Our sympathy and prayers are with Jon and Jennifer Ray Beckman and family in the death of Jon’s father. 
 
We are happy to announce the birth of Ezekiel Daniel Kline, born January 23, 2021, son of Josh and Sarah Kline, 
grandson of Tom and Suzy DeGeorge. 
 
The Young Justice Builder's Club will meet next Sunday, February 7, at noon.  All elementary-aged kids and their 
grown-ups are invited to gather on Zoom for a Bingo game that will help us learn some important vocabulary words 
and terms that are part of having anti-racist conversations.  There will also be prizes for all participants!  Contact Sara 
Pantazes with any questions. 
 
Sign-up for Lent Daily Devotion Cards - This Lent, cultivate a frequent rhythm of prayer with daily devotional cards. 
There is one card per day, beginning with Ash Wednesday and lasting through Easter Sunday.  Contemplate the 
word you select each day, trusting that it is exactly what you need for that moment. Then read the short scripture, 
reflection prompts, and prayer on the back of the card. We hope these cards encourage you to come to God in 
prayer again and again throughout the entire Lenten season.  You can sign-up to receive this resource on the Sign-up 
tab of the church’s web page.  Please contact Sara Pantazes with any questions - spantazes@firstpreswc.com. 

Spiritual Connections - All women are welcome to participate in Spiritual Connections on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. Starting in February, the book discussion will focus on Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of 
Others by Barbara Brown Taylor. We will seek to find the sacred in unexpected places. Please obtain your own copy 
of the book. Questions or requests for Zoom links: Ellen Endslow at eendslow@verizon.net 

Women's Group - All ladies are invited this winter to join in a monthly women's group via Zoom on the first 
Wednesdays of the month at 6:30 p.m. We'll spend an hour or so catching up with one another and having good 
conversation. No need to prep ahead and no need to sign up! Our next Zoom will be this Wednesday, Feb. 3 at 6:30 
p.m. Email Elizabeth Hess with any questions (ehess@firstpreswc.com). 
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The above graph shows the giving amount as of 1/27/2021 compared to the full year goals for contributions 
so far.  This chart will be presented each week to keep the congregation well-informed of our progress. 
Further details can be found on the Financial Reporting page on our website.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 


