
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Baptism of the Lord 

 
                             January 10, 2021   

9:00am 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

“Baptism is not only a sacrament of our union with Christ;  
it is also a sacrament of our communion as the body of Christ.”  

   - Michael Horton 
    

 
 
 
 

 

 

  



“Therefore, we are buried with him by baptism into death:  
that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,  

even so we also should walk in newness of life.” 
   –Romans 6:4 

 
Prelude     Mediatation from Thaïs  
    Jules Massenet 
 
 

Welcome 
 
 
Call to Worship           Psalm 29:1-4  

Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord all glory and strength. 
The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord over the mighty waters. 
The voice of the Lord is powerful, 
The voice of the Lord is full of majesty! Amen! Amen! 

  
 
Opening Prayer 

Loving Lord, we give you praise for your daring, risky, loving advent among us. You came and stood beside 
us. Empowered by the Holy Spirit, you did not keep aloof from us sinners but rather came to us and blessed 
us with your presence. We worship you today with praise and thanksgiving! Amen! 

  
 
Hymn # 475                                                             Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing         
         
 
Prayer of Confession 

Lord of the New Year, now that Christmas is over, we feel a little shaky and lost.     
Like the decorations that no longer fit into their former boxes, we have grown in size and depth. And yet 
we realize that there is still much more to do and to become. Help us to not only joyfully praise you for 
your Epiphany among us, but also to follow you daily in your walk before us. Give us the courage to not 
only love you but also to lovingly obey you. Empower us to serve God and our neighbor in all that we do in 
the coming year. We are bold to ask this in your holy and loving name. Amen. 

 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

In baptism, God’s love for us is sealed and made known.   
We confirm this love in our lives by our confession and our commitment. 
God has already forgiven our sins before we confess them. God has heard us before and will hear us now.   
In Jesus Christ, we all are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen! 

 
 

Response                                         Blessing and Honor 
Give we the glory and praise to the Lamb; 

Take we the robe and the harp and the palm; 
Sing we the song of the Lamb that was slain, 

Dying in weakness but rising to reign. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
 
Ministry Updates 



 
Prayer for Illumination 
In baptism, you seal us with your love, O Lord. In your word, you reveal your plan for us from before the beginning of 
time. Open our eyes to see, our ears to hear, and our hearts to trust and obey. Amen. 
 
 
Scripture Reading  Genesis 1:1-5  

“In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth….” Here begins the greatest story ever told. 
 

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void and darkness 
covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let 
there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 
the darkness. God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there 
was morning, the first day.  

 
Special Music    My Lord, What a Mornin’  
    arr. Harry T. Burleigh 
    (Recorded on January 26, 2020) 
           
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 
Giving and Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 
 
Prayer of Dedication   
                           
Offertory                               Andante quasi allegretto 
    Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
 
Hymn # 163    Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice      
            
 
 
Scripture Reading  Mark 1:4-11  

Jesus comes to his cousin, John, to be baptized and to identify with all who seek to follow God. 
 While there was question whether Jesus needed it, there is no question that we do. 

 
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, 
and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, 
with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. I 
have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. And just as he 
was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 
And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 



          
 
Sermon Conversation   “Baptism” Bob Sheldon/Caroline Cupp 
 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith Westminster Confession of Faith 

Baptism is a sacrament of the New Testament, ordained by Jesus Christ, not only for the solemn admission 
of the party baptized into the visible Church, but also to be unto him a sign and seal of the covenant of 
grace, of his ingrafting into Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins, and of his giving up unto God, 
through Jesus Christ, to walk in newness of life: which sacrament is, by Christ’s own appointment, to be 
continued in his church until the end of the world. (6.154)  

  
Hymn # 297                    In Christ Called to Baptize 

   
Blessing  
 
Response   Eight-Fold Amen 
 
Postlude                                    Minuet from the Royal Fireworks Music 

George Frideric Handel 
              
 
 
 

    

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST PRES  
 

Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor; Sándor 
Kádár, Director of Music; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist; The Chancel Choir. 
 
About Today’s Service - Today we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, which offers an excellent opportunity to 
explore the sacrament of baptism with all worshipers of all ages. It is a day to remember our own baptism and 
reflect on our unity with Christ and Christ’s church. 
 
Prayer for Today - We all come here each week to worship you, All-Loving God, in the hopes that we will learn how 
to make sense of this world in which we live and learn and share. Help me today to remember my baptism and what 
it means to be baptized into your church. I am grateful for what you have done to bring wholeness to our world—
and for what you are doing now. Amen. 
 
Spiritual Connections - All women are welcome to participate in Spiritual Connections on the 2nd and 4th Mondays 
of each month at 6:30 p.m.  This week on January 11 the group will discuss an episode of the On Being podcast - The 
Calling of Delight: Fans, Service, and Kinship with Greg Boyle.  Starting February 8, the next book discussion will 
focus on Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor. We will seek to find the sacred in 
unexpected places. Please obtain your own copy of the book. Questions or requests for Zoom links: Ellen Endslow 
at eendslow@verizon.net 
 
The January Anti-Racism Conversation will take place next Sunday, January 17 from noon – 1 p.m.  This month’s 
session will have a more prayerful focus as we spend time sitting with a prayer of lament written by a First Pres 
member, reflecting on where we as a community have traveled since we started this anti-racism work last summer, 
and where we hope to go from here.  This session coincides with the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday and we hope 
many of you will join us for this time of remembrance and reflection.   
 

mailto:eendslow@verizon.net


Family Hike – First Pres families will be gathering at ChesLen Preserve on Saturday, January 30 at 10 a.m. for a family 
hike!  Bring your kids, dogs, water bottles and masks, and we’ll enjoy being together in the great wintery outdoors.  
We may need to make a last minute change depending on weather, so please let Sara Pantazes know if you plan to 
attend. 
 
Congregational Meeting – The congregation of First Presbyterian Church is called to meet today, January 10 at 10:00 
a.m. for the purpose of electing officers and the members at large of the Nominating Committee. A zoom link is in 
the weekly email that was sent January 6.  
  
Annual Congregational/Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of West Chester - is called to meet on Sunday, 
January 31 at 11:30 a.m. A zoom link will be provided in the weekly email before the meeting.  
  
 
 
 
 
 

 


