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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community of faith, 
we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God together, we pray 
that you will experience Christ’s presence in our midst, and that he 
will sustain you in the week ahead. A special welcome goes out to 
you if you are visiting. If you are with us for the first time, stop by the 
Welcome Center in the foyer to find out about the many opportunities 
available to you in the life of our congregation. We hope you will 
worship with us again next Sunday. 

We invite you to sign the Friendship Register, which you will find at 
the center aisle of each pew. As you pass it to others in your pew, 
note who is sitting near you, so you may greet them by name. 
• Please note that hearing aids and large print bulletins are 

available from the ushers. 
• Maps showing available parking are in the racks in the Fellowship 

Hall.  
• Our Nursery is open at both the 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. services and 

welcomes little ones through age 2. It is located at the bottom of 
the steps just outside the sanctuary.

Children are always welcome, and encouraged to participate in 
worship. Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available from the 
ushers.

Leading Us in Worship Today:

Greg Stovell, Pastor
Steve Clark, Associate Pastor

Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts
Doug Hendricks, Liturgist

Jill Reichert, Interim Director of Children’s Ministry
Sándor Kádár, Principal Organist

Jane Waddington, Assistant Organist

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity.

Cover photo by Peter Guman

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME

CHIMES – A call to stillness                                          
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    

 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones. 

* Indicates that all who are able are invited to stand.

ORGAN PRELUDE  Meditation on Wondrous Love arr. Douglas Wagner

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively) (from Matthew 5:14-16, Isaiah 58:6-8)                                                               

You are the light of the world.
To loose the bonds of injustice, open the eyes that are blind,
and deliver from prison those who sit in darkness.

God invites us to be a light to the nations –
to carry God’s salvation to the ends of the earth.

The Holy Spirit dwells in us, giving us strength to do God’s work.
We live in God’s scandalous hope for the world.
Let us worship God!

*HYMN #624   “I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art” Toulon

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)

God of glory,
we confess that we have not sought your face.
We ignore the needs of the
poor and turn away from our own kin.
We allow the gospel to go stale,
and hide the light you have given.
Forgive us; give us grace.
By the renewing gifts of your Spirit
inspire and empower us again
to show the wonder of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE                                                                                                 Meineke

“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; world without end, Amen, Amen.”

8:00 a.m. Worship Service                                              SIXTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME
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ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME

CHIMES – A call to stillness                                          
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    

 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones. 

* Indicates that all who are able are invited to stand.

HANDBELL PRELUDE          Here I Am, Lord Schutte/arr. Ingram

The JuBellation Ringers

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively) (from Matthew 5:14-16, Isaiah 58:6-8)                                                   

You are the light of the world.
To loose the bonds of injustice, open the eyes that are blind,
and deliver from prison those who sit in darkness.

God invites us to be a light to the nations –
to carry God’s salvation to the ends of the earth.

The Holy Spirit dwells in us, giving us strength to do God’s work.
We live in God’s scandalous hope for the world.
Let us worship God!

*HYMN 624   “I Greet Thee, Who My Sure Redeemer Art” Toulon

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison) 

God of glory,
we confess that we have not sought your face.
We ignore the needs of the
poor and turn away from our own kin.
We allow the gospel to go stale,
and hide the light you have given.
Forgive us; give us grace.
By the renewing gifts of your Spirit
inspire and empower us again
to show the wonder of your love in Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE                                                                                                 Meineke

“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; world without end, Amen, Amen.”

9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Worship Service                         SIXTH SUNDAY 
IN ORDINARY TIME

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)    from A Brief Statement of Faith - PC(USA) 1983
In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

WELCOME AND MINISTRY UPDATES
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING                                                                

   Offertory                                   Here I Am, Lord Schutte/arr. Ingram
The JuBellation Ringers

*Offertory Response, #606,     The Doxology                        Old Hundredth
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING        Matthew 5:13-20                     New Testament Page 4

SERMON                                 “Shine! Season!” Dr. Greg Stovell
(from The Upside Down Kingdom of God series: part 4)

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #761           “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service” Beecher             

*BENEDICTION
ORGAN POSTLUDE          My Heart Ever Faithful                                   J.S. Bach
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GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING                                                                

   Offertory      “Light of the World” from the musical Godspell       Stephen Schwartz
“You are the light of the world; but if that light’s under a bushel, 

it’s lost something kind of crucial.
You got to stay bright to be the light of the world.

You are the salt of the earth, but if that salt has lost its flavor, it ain’t got much in its favor.
You can’t have that fault and be the salt of the earth.

You are the city of God, but if that city’s on a hill, it’s kind of hard to hide it well.
You gotta stay pretty in the city of God.

You are the light of the world, but the brightest candle stick ain’t much good without a wick!
You got to stay bright to be the light of the world!”

Members of the Chancel Choir; Soloist:  Michael Maggio
Sándor Kádár, keyboard; Brian Claeys, bass; Jim Gasho, drums

*Offertory Response, #606,     The Doxology                        Old Hundredth
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE READING        Matthew 5:13-20                     New Testament Page 4

SERMON                                 “Shine! Season!” Dr. Greg Stovell
(from The Upside Down Kingdom of God series: part 4)

GO IN GOD’S NAME

*HYMN #749                          “We Are Called”              

*BENEDICTION

*RESPONSE                         “A Gaelic Blessing”                                          John Rutter 
from an old Gaelic Rune

“Deep peace of the running wave to you; deep peace of the flowing air to you; 
deep peace of the quiet earth to you; deep peace of the shining stars to you.

Deep peace of the gentle night to you, moon and stars pour their healing light on you; 
deep peace of Christ, the light of the world, to you.”

ORGAN POSTLUDE        Fanfare in D Major Nicholas J. Lemmens
  Belgium, 1823-1881

* * *
The Chancel Flowers are to the Glory of God and are given by:

Peg Osborne, in memory of Dorothy Osborne,
and Steve, Kelly and Reese Fleming in honor of Grant Fleming’s 8th birthday.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)    from A Brief Statement of Faith - PC(USA) 1983
In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                      
As the children are going to their classes, we will sing Hymn #137, 

“He Came Down” verses 1 and 2
“He came down that we may have love; he came down that we may have love; 

he came down that we may have love, Hallelujah forevermore.
He came down that we may have light, he came down that we may have light; he came 

down that we may have light, Hallelujah forevermore.”

WELCOME AND MINISTRY UPDATES 

SCRIPTURE READING (responsively)  Psalm 112:1-10 Old Testament Page 563

ANTHEM                                “Nunc Dimittis” Harold Friedell

“Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;

to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen.”

The Chancel Choir

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
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Ushers
 8:00 a.m. – Bill Benson, Head Usher; Charles Haverstraw 
 9:00 a.m. –  Steve Soulas, Head Usher; Sue Soulas, Karly Soulas,
                        Greg Speer, Kip Volkman
 10:30 a.m. – Thom Clapper, Head Usher; Jack and Barbara Thompson, 
                       Karen Schneck, Irene Clapper

Coffee and Flower Deacons today: Jim Sylvester and Art Zadrozny 

SERVICE AND OUTREACH
• Feeding the Homeless: For four years, volunteers from First Pres have served the 
women of Safe Harbor dinner on the 4th Wednesday of every month. We are in need of 
new volunteers. If you are willing to help prepare food at home and drop it off at the shelter 
and/or help serve dinner at the shelter four to six times a year, please contact Susan Elko 
at susanelko1@verizon.net or 610-716-7957. Put your faith into action and feel the joy of 
serving others. 

• SOUPer Bowl of Caring: Thank you for your overwhelming support. We were sold 
out of soup before 10:30 a.m. We will return on February 26 with a soup AND bake sale. 
Stay tuned to find out the soup choices for next time; preorders will be taken, so contact 
Gretchen Huebner in the church office. Thank you for your support of Rise against 
Hunger. Our next packaging event will be June 4; sign ups will start in March. 

WORSHIP
• Evening Prayer, a quiet 30-minute centering service to close your Sunday and 
begin your week, will be held in our Sanctuary next Sunday, February 19, at 6:00 p.m.

• Save the Date!  Weekend with the Arts, March 3, 4, and 5, including the Art Show 
opening on Friday, Children’s Musical on Sunday morning, and organ concert by 
Ahreum Han Congdon,  who served as our Principal Organist from 2004-2007, Sunday 
at 3:00 p.m.  Ahreum currently serves First Presbyterian Church in Davenport, IA, and 
she is a graduate of Westminster Choir College, the Curtis Institute of Music, and Yale 
University.  

• Chancel Flowers are a beautiful way to honor or memorialize family and friends. 
Opportunities are available. Please see the sign-up list in Fellowship Hall, or contact the 
church office at 610-696-0554 to help add color to our Sunday morning worship.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CAREGIVING

• Lonely? Experiencing a Difficult Time? Don’t Suffer alone! Our Stephen Ministers 
are trained caregivers, ready to listen, to care for and encourage you, to pray with and 
for you, and to help you through a crisis or difficult time. Confidentiality is honored. To 
find out more, talk with Rev. Peggy Clark (818-468-8138 or gclark130@comcast.net) or 
Mary Pellack (Cell 610-570-0886).

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
• BridgeKidz will meet this Wednesday evening to explore the spiritual practice of 
fasting! We will talk about what fasting is, the different ways a person can fast, and 
create a take-home activity to help our kids experience what it means to give something 
up in order to make more room for God.  All K - Grade 5 kids are invited to join us in 
Room 214b from 6:30-7:30 p.m. as we explore this practice. Contact Sara Pantazes with 
questions at spantazes@firstpreswc.com.

• History of Religion is the topic in the Christian Faith & Issues class that begins today 
and the following two Sundays. Jeff Heim, a retired history teacher and member of 
Calvary Lutheran in West Chester, will lead the presentation and conversation. (Jeff is 
familiar to many at First Pres; he led the “Understanding Islam” series here in the 
fall.) The gatherings are 9:00 – 10:00 a.m. in Room 209 upstairs. No registration or 
preparation required, just come join the conversation!

• Women’s Bible Study: Are you looking for a women’s Bible study that weaves together 
scripture with life application? Then you might be interested in Women’s Bible Study on 
Wednesday nights from March 15 – April 26 (6:30 – 7:30), where we’ll be studying the 
book of Ruth. This workbook study by Kelly Minter will help us learn more about this 
book of the Bible, and costs $14 for the workbook (scholarships available). Please contact 
Elizabeth Hess (ebhess801@gmail.com) or Sandy Lebold (hs.lebold@verizon.net) with 
any questions. Sign up online at www.firstpreswc.com.

• Save The Dates! June 26-29 is Vacation Bible School at First Pres this summer. 
Calling all children, teens, parents, and enthusiastic volunteers!  This year’s theme will 
be announced soon along with more details so stay tuned.  If you have any questions 
or want to be the first volunteer to sign up, email VBS Coordinator Sara Pantazes at 
spantazes@firstpreswc.com.

• The Bucket School will be hosting its annual Art Show/Open House/Makin’ Music 
Night on Monday, February 27th.  We welcome any families interested in our school to 
attend from 5:30-6:30 to see our classrooms and meet with our wonderful staff.  Afterwards 
we invite you to stay for a performance by Makin’ Music. Our programs span from 18 
months old to pre-k.  To RSVP, please contact Jen Drap at jdrap@firstpreswc.com. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The annual meeting of the congregation and corporation of 
the First Presbyterian Church of West Chester 
will take place Sunday, March 5 at 11:30 a.m.
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CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND MEMBERSHIP
Please note: parent/responsible adult presence required at all family friendly events.

• Bridge Dinner this Wednesday – Come enjoy breakfast for dinner! For reservations 
contact Samantha Myers at smyers@firstpreswc.com or call the church office to be 
connected to her voicemail before 12:00 noon on Monday.

• Family Movie Night: Join us for a night of family fun this Friday, February 17. We will 
be showing, Disney’s Zootopia, which won the 2017 Golden Globe for Best Animated 
Feature Film (for more information, please check it out online). The movie will begin at 
6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Doors will open at 6:15. Please bring your sleeping bag 
or beach chair and feel free to dress in your PJ’s. Snacks, popcorn and drinks will be 
available!

• Sign Up for Lemt Dinner Guests begins today. As part of our Lenten theme, “Table 
Talks with Jesus,” 21 families have offered to host a dinner between Ash Wednesday and 
Easter. YOU can be a guest for one of those dinners! Sign-up sheets are in Fellowship Hall 
– pick someone you’d like to get to know, with a day and time that works for you, and put 
your name on the list. You’ll be contacted to confirm your reservation, and given needed 
details of address, etc. It’s that easy!

• First Pres Travelers: Tuesday, April 11, 2017, tour the Pentagon Building in the 
morning, and visit the Newseum in the afternoon. For the Pentagon trip detailed personal 
information must be collected for security reasons and sent to the Pentagon in advance 
prior to approval. For the Newseum we must pay in advance, and NO refunds are given by 
the Newseum. Trip is first come, first served which will be determined by when Gretchen 
receives your check or you pay online. Lunch and dinner will be on your own.  Total cost 
is $56.00 (includes luxury coach, gratuity, Pentagon tour, and admission to Newseum).

ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUNDAY – February 12
Blood Pressure Screening
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til 10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2; 
     Sunday School for all  
     ages; Confimation Class;  
     Radio Broadcast on  
     1520AM; Live web stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5
  4:00pm Youth Fellowship

MONDAY – February 13
 6:00pm Deacon Outreach Comm.
 7:00pm Personnel Committee
   Grace Circle (off site)
   Deacon Board Meeting

TUESDAY – February 14
 10:30am Faith Community Nurse  
     Office Hours
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group
 7:00pm Faith Circle (off site)
 7:30pm Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Atchinson Group

   
WEDNESDAY – February 15
The Bridge
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings
  12:00pm Bulletin deadline
 5:30pm Bridge Dinner (til 6:15)
   Cherub Choir   
 6:00pm Celebration Singers 
 6:30pm BridgeKidz;
     Adult Study
 7:30pm Chancel Ringers  
 

THURSDAY – February 16
 5:45pm Ringers Intro Class
 6:30pm JuBellation Ringers
 7:00pm Men’s Mere Christianity  
     Study 
 7:30pm Chancel Choir;  
      Youth Bible Study (off site)

FRIDAY – Ferbuary 17
 6:30am Men’s Friday Morning Study
 12:30pm FPC Bereavement Group
 1:00pm Sweet Dreams
 6:30pm Family Movie Night -
     Zootopia  

SATURDAY – February 18

SUNDAY – February 19
Newsletter Deadline
Ordination and Installation of Officers
 8:00am Worship
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til 10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2; 
     Sunday School for all  
     ages; Confimation Class;  
     Radio Broadcast on  
     1520AM; Live web stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5
  4:00pm Youth Fellowship
 6:00pm Evening Prayer Service

Office Hours:  
      Mon - Fri 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc

Sermon Notes

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
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130 West Miner Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania  19382
Phone: 610.696.0554   |   Fax: 610.696.7226

office@firstpreswc.com   |   www.firstpreswc.com

please text your support to 610-347-5509 ( $$$ FPC )

Ministry Highlight


