
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Prelude                                                   While By My Sheep  
              arr. Kevin McChesney 

Welcome 
 
Call to Worship           

…Whenever we gather to worship God, we are held in God’s arms. 
May we recognize that gift, and in doing so, may we sow joy. 
Let us worship our Holy God. 

 
Lighting of the Third Candle: Joy        The Prochnau Family  

May this light sow joy in a hurting world. 
May this light be our invitation to be Advent people – people who dream. 

 
Hymn  #143                 Angels, from the Realms of Glory       
 
Prayer of Confession 

O Great Creator, author of life, 
with skies full of stars, forests and seas bursting with life, 
there should be no end to our joy. 
And yet, we let this joy slip through our fingers. 
Rather than singing like Mary or dancing like David, 
we pass by remarkable beauty and love without noticing it. 
Forgive us. 
Teach us the ways of children, who laugh and dance and sing 
as if joy is the air that keeps them in.  
With hope we pray, Amen. 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
 In Jesus Christ, the Lord has done great things for us. 
 We have gone out in tears and returned home in joy. 

Thanks be to God: we are forgiven! 
 
Response                                                   God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen  
  

O tidings of comfort and joy,  
comfort and joy,  

O tidings of comfort and joy.  
                       
Children’s Message 
 
Ministry Updates 
 
Giving and Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 
 
Decking of the Giving Tree 
  
Hymn #123         It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 
 
 



Prayer for Illumination 
Creator God, 
Scripture is flooded with images of your dreams: 
 the lion lying down with the lamb; 
 justice rolling like a mighty river; 
 swords beaten into plowshares; 

  the prisoner being set free; 
  good news to the oppressed; 
  the whole world rejoicing. 
 To our human ears, these dreams can sound like delusions. 
 However, we know that to dream is to hope, 
  and to hope is to imagine, 
  and to imagine is to wonder, 
  and to wonder is to believe, 
  and to believe is to live and breathe for your promised day. 
 So give us the strength to listen as we dream, O God. 
 For we know that our dreams are built upon your words. Amen. 
 
Scripture Reading  Isaiah 61:1-4 
   The good news of deliverance  
 

The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
    because the LORD has anointed me; 
he has sent me to bring good news to the 
oppressed, 
    to bind up the brokenhearted, 
to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
    and release to the prisoners; 
2 to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
    and the day of vengeance of our God; 
    to comfort all who mourn; 
3 to provide for those who mourn in Zion— 
    to give them a garland instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
    the mantle of praise instead of a faint 
spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, 
    the planting of the LORD, to display his 
glory. 
4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
    they shall raise up the former 
devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, 
    the devastations of many generations.

Special Music      Carol of the Bells 
       arr. David Marlatt                                                    
 
 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
Hymn   # 145                                                                                                                                                 What Child Is This           
 
 
 



Scripture Reading John 1:6-8, 19-28 
   The Word became flesh 
          

6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the 
light, so that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to 
the light. 
"19 This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask 
him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, “I am not the 
Messiah.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the 
prophet?” He answered, “No.” 22 Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for 
those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the prophet Isaiah said.  24 Now they had 
been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the 
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you 
stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the 
thong of his sandal.” 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. 

 
Sermon     “Are You After Our Boss’s Job?” Rev. Bob Sheldon 
 
Affirmation of Faith 

Great Creator, we live in awe of you. 
We will never know how you dreamed up mountains and valleys, 
babies’ laughter, falling in love, a cool morning mist, the change of seasons, or the magic of music. 
Your greatness is beyond anything we can understand. 
And because we live in awe, like Mary we allow our souls to sing. 
We believe that the response to your goodness is gratitude, 
and that gratitude looks like love for neighbor,  
justice for the poor, food for the hungry, and joy that overflows. 
Even though our songs are imperfect, we believe that to sing your praises is pleasing to you. 
We believe. Help our unbelief. 
In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 
Hymn # 140        Once in Royal David’s City 
 
Blessing and Response   
 
Postlude   Sing We Now of Christmas 

   Gordon Young  
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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST PRES 
 

Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor; 
Sandor Kadar, Director of Music; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist, Reid Simmons, Organ Scholar; The 
JuBellation Ringers, Miner Street Brass. 
 
In Memoriam – Winifred Powell, member of First Presbyterian Church from September 30, 1973 to 
November 29, 2020, and P. Richard Klein, member of First Presbyterian Church from May 31, 1962 to 
December 4, 2020. 
 
Our sympathy and prayers are with Bob and Ginger Sheldon and family in the death of Ginger’s father; 
with Walter Powell and family in the death of his wife; with Carole (Barraclough) Klein, Paul Klein and 
Jennifer Tuori and families in the death of Carole’s husband and Paul and Jennifer’s father, and with 
Faye Whiteman and family in the death of her brother-in-law, Leroy Whiteman.  
 
Advent Bible Study - During the month of December, the Wednesday night Bridge class is focusing our 
conversation around the Those Who Dream devotional booklet.  From 6:30 – 7:30 pm, 
we are considering the artwork, poetry and teachings that the book offers us and reflecting on how it 
inspires and challenges us.  You don't need to have a copy of the book to join in - all are welcome!  Contact 
Sara Pantazes for the Zoom information.  
  
December Anti-Racism Conversation – This month’s session will take place next on Sunday, December 20 
from noon – 1 pm over Zoom.  We will consider how voter suppression is a theological issue and learn more 
about voting rights through grace-full listening and conversation.  All are invited to join and feel free to 
invite a friend or family member. 
 
New Upper Room books available - Copies of the January/February Upper Room devotion books are now 
available.  They are in a box in front of the church by the door near the receptionist's office.  Please stop by 
church anytime to pick up your copy or contact Elizabeth Hess if you prefer to have one mailed to your 
home. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
The above shows the giving amount as of 12/09/2020 compared to the 2020 full year goal as well as the 
2021 pledges so far.  These charts will be presented each week to keep the congregation well-informed of 
our progress. Further details can be found on the Financial Reporting page on our website.  



 


