
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 November 15, 2020  9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Talent is God-given. Be humble. 
Fame is man-given. Be grateful. 
Conceit is self-given. Be careful. 

–John Wooden 
 

 

 

 

 

  



Welcome 
 

Prelude                               Andante Cantabile Felix Mendelssohn; arr. Pete Prochnau 
   
 
 

*Call to Worship           Psalm 123:1-2  
To you I lift up my eyes, O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their master, as the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,  
So, our eyes look to the Lord our God, until he has mercy upon us. 
Let’s worship God together! 

 

*Opening Prayer 
Holy God, though the world depends on your grace, it is governed and tended by mortals. So, we pray for 
strength to be good stewards of your grace. We pray for strength to sacrifice for the good of others. We pray 
for strength to be merciful and kind and giving. We pray for strength to truly reflect the image of your love. 
Amen. 

 

Hymn #360   Christ Is Coming 
    Unser Herrscher 
     

 

Prayer of Confession  
God of justice, mercy, love and grace; you have called us to respond to others with justice, mercy, love and 
grace. We have failed to work for justice for all in your world, to show mercy to all in your world, to 
demonstrate love for all in your world, to share your grace with all in your world. We have failed you, O Lord, 
for we have not shared freely the “much we have been given.” In your mercy, forgive us. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
Today’s promise of God’s forgiveness tells us that God’s promises are never forgotten, so do not grieve as 
those who have no hope.  
Our hope is in God, and not even death can overcome that hope.  
Proclaim God’s mercy and love! 
In Jesus Christ we all are forgiven! Alleluia! Amen! 
 

Response                                                                                                     Meineke 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message 
 
Ministry Updates 
 
Scripture Reading        1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 Jesus’ second coming to earth is described in all its unexpected suddenness. 
 
Special Music   Allegro from Church Sonata No.10 
    Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

 



Giving and Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 
 
Offertory   I’m Just a Poor Wayfaring Stranger 
    Traditional Spiritual; arr. Tammy Waldrop 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
Hymn #357   The Days Are Surely Coming 
    Llangloffan 
Scripture Reading Matthew 25:14-30 
 
Sermon    “Use ‘em or Lose ‘em!” Bob Sheldon 
 

Affirmation of Faith Second Helvetic Confession 
GOOD WORKS PLEASE GOD. Now the works which we do by faith are pleasing to God and are approved by 
him. Because of faith in Christ, those who do good works which, moreover, are done from God’s grace 
through the Holy Spirit, are pleasing to God. For St. Peter said: “In every nation anyone who fears God and 
does what is right is acceptable to him.” And Paul said: “We have not ceased to pray for you ... that you 
may walk worthily of the Lord, fully pleasing to him, bearing fruit in every good work.” (5.120) 

 
Hymn #719   Come Labor On 
    Ora Labora 
 
 
Benediction Response            O Christ, Surround Me 
 

Postlude  Fugue sur le thème du Carillon des Heures de la Cathédrale de Soissons 
      Maurice Durufle 

 
 

FIRST PRES MATTERS 
 
Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor; Sándor 

Kádár, Director of Music; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist; Pete Prochnau, clarinet; The Chancel Ringers. 

Our sympathy and prayers are with Steve and Kelly Fleming and family in the death of Steve’s mother. 

Anti-Racism Conversation Today - All members of the First Pres community are invited to gather on Zoom today at 
12:30 to listen to a presentation by Dr. Lisa Croft, a family physician and co-founder of the West Chester community's 
Courageous Conversations About Race. Dr. Croft's presentation and the conversation after will focus on the themes 
of healing and restoration. The Zoom link was shared in last Wednesday's email, will be shared on our Facebook 
page today and is posted at www.firstpreswc.com/racial-justice.  

Bucket School Teachers Needed: Do you have a passion for working with preschoolers?  The Bucket School is on the 
lookout for a teacher to help teach our Thursday and Friday morning two year old class starting in January.  We are 
also looking for substitute teachers to help with all ages.  If you are interested, please contact Jen Drap at 
jdrap@firstpreswc.com. 
 
Thanksgiving Zoom - We give thanks for you, our church family! Knowing that many of us may be more isolated on 
Thanksgiving Day this year and unable to gather with family and friends, we are planning a “Zoom Thanksgiving 
Drop-In” on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 26th, from 3 - 4 p.m. The Zoom link will be on the church 
website and in the weekly email the week before, or email Elizabeth Hess (ehess@firstpreswc.com) to have it 
emailed to you. We hope that you will drop in for all or part of this hour to say hello to others. All are welcome! 



 
 
Christmas Card Shower - Especially during the holidays, the physical distance from one another can feel especially 
hard. We are hoping to bring some Christmas cheer to our senior members with a Christmas Card Shower! If you 
would be interested in taking part, email Elizabeth Hess (ehess@firstpreswc.com) and she will send you three 
names and addresses to send cards.  
 
Women's Group - All ladies are invited this winter to join in a monthly women's group via Zoom on the first 
Wednesdays of the month at 6:30 p.m. We'll spend an hour or so catching up with one another and having good 
conversation. No need to prep ahead and no need to sign up! The link will be posted in the weekly First Pres emails, 
or contact Elizabeth Hess (ehess@firstpreswc.com) to be emailed the link. Our first Zoom will be Wednesday, Dec. 2 
at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
The above shows the giving amount as of 11/11/2020 compared to the 2020 full year goal as well as the 2021 
pledges so far.  These charts will be presented each week to keep the congregation well-informed of our 
progress. Further details can be found on the Financial Reporting page on our website. 
 


