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One hearty laugh together will bring enemies into a closer communion of heart 
than hours spent on both sides in inward wrestling with the mental demon of 
uncharitable feeling.

      –William James

October 4, 2020



Welcome to First Presbyterian Church

We’re glad you’re here with us today. We fondly refer to this community of 
Christ-followers as “First Pres,” and you being here is one of God’s blessings 
for our fellowship. If you wonder what we’re up to at First Pres, it’s actually 
pretty simple. In fact, we use a short phrase to remind ourselves of our shared 
purpose: “Above all, love.” Drawn from a New Testament text (1 Peter 4:8-11), 
those brief words challenge us to focus everything we do on loving God and 
loving every single person we encounter. So every day we’re learning how to 
do just that, as God’s Spirit keeps working in our lives.
 
By the way, we can’t take credit for this idea. It goes as far back as Jesus. He 
was once asked to sum up what it looks like to really be alive; what we should 
aim for in our lives if we want to live as fully as we can. His answer? Love God 
with every fiber of your being, and love the people around you.

Our Mission Statement

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church responds to 
God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of hospitality, worship, faith 
development, service and generosity. 



Welcome 

Prelude    Vivace from Concerto for Two Violins in D minor  
Johann Sebastian Bach 

Call to Worship Psalm 19:1-4a
 The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
 Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.
 There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;
 Yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the   
 world.

Hymn #263 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!
Coronation

Prayer of Confession
Forgive us for greed and lust and envy and hate—all the distortions 
of healthy attitudes—and lead us down a grateful path.
Holy Spirit, apart from you, our ways become crooked 
and our instincts are unreliable. 
We are bold this day even to give thanks for your loving us enough 
to hold us accountable, to judge us, to show us the error of our ways. 
Judge us, good Lord; love us enough not to leave us 
to our own standards of judgment. 
Show us how to be just in our actions, O God, that none would be hurt by them. 
Teach us how to live each day in humility and simple faith, taking joy in all your gifts. 
You are in charge! Amen!

Assurance of Pardon
We have heard the good news and know that it is true: God so loved the whole world 
that God sent Jesus the Christ to reveal and embody universal love for all people.  
We gather here to reaffirm this love and to bear witness to its effect on human life.  
We are blessed to be a blessing for all.  
In Jesus Christ, we all are forgiven! Alleluia! Amen.



Response   Meineke
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen.

Children’s Message

 
Ministry Updates

Scripture Reading     Philippians 3:4b-11          

Special Music        Largo from Concerto for Two Violins in D minor  
                                                                                           Johann Sebastian Bach 

Offertory    Jambo rafiki yangu (Welcome My Friend!)
Traditional Swahili; arr. David V. Montoya

Jambo rafiki yangu. Welcome my friend!
Kawaida ume fahamu, Always remember me,

       Ni se fahamu. And I will remember you.
Wewe ni mwema. You are so wonderful.

Hymn #310 I Love Thy Kingdom, Lord
St. Thomas

Scripture Reading                 Matthew 21:33-46     
        
    
Sermon                 “We’re All in This Together!” Rev. Bob Sheldon

Hymn #509 All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly
Holy Manna

Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper



The Lord’s Prayer
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread;
 and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.
 
Hymn #299      You Servants of God, Your Master Proclaim

Hanover

Blessing 

Response     God Be with You Till We Meet Again

Postlude              Dorian Toccata
Johann Sebastian Bach 

Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, 
Executive Pastor; Sándor Kádár, Director of Music; Adriana Park, violin; Laura Norris, violin; 
Evelyn Stohlman, soprano. 

Our sympathy and prayers are with Dan, Emily, Olivia and Julia Campbell and Norma Milner and 
families in the death of Dan’s aunt, Emily, Olivia and Julia Campbell’s great aunt, and Norma’s 
sister, and also with Karl and Vicki Schroeder and family in the death of Vicki’s father.

Let us know – As local hospitals slowly ease visiting restrictions, we are anticipating a gradual 
return of the Agape visitation ministry. If you anticipate a hospital stay or have a loved one 
who is hospitalized and a visit, call, or card would be of comfort, please contact Ellen Landis 
(elandis60@gmail.com) or Judy Mackleer (judymackleer@verizon.net).

Like to knit? A group is forming of knitters and stitchers of all experience levels. Experts and 
novices welcome! Meeting days and times will be determined based on interest. To learn 
more, contact Trisha Minicozzi at knitknitgoose@gmail.com.

FIRST PRES MATTERS



The above shows the giving amount as of 9/30/2020 compared to the 2020 full year goal.  This 
chart will be presented each week to keep the congregation well-informed of our progress. 
Further details can be found on the Financial Reporting page on our website.

2020 Contributions
Current
$723,078 

Goal
$1,065,659


