
 
 
 

        May 17, 2020 
 
 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 
I have dreaded writing this letter for some time now. There is no easy way to say this. I am 
writing to let you know that I accepted a call to serve as the Senior Pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church in the City of New York. I share this news with a very strange mix of 
feelings of excitement for the new call and with undeniable heartbreak for the idea of leaving 
First Pres West Chester.  
 
It is important for me to say that my answering the call to New York City is only due to following 
God’s leading. First Pres West Chester is incredibly dear to my heart and a great congregation. 
It is an absolute joy to serve as your pastor. Which makes my departure a very painful thing for 
me and my family. 
 
Ten years ago, you welcomed us to West Chester and allowed me the privilege of serving Christ 
with you. Your gifts of love, graciousness and radical hospitality were evident to me way before 
those words became part of our church values. You have seen our children grow and created a 
space for them to experience God. In short, you have become our family and for this I am 
forever grateful. I recently went through the exercise of listing and remembering all that we’ve 
been through in 10 years. We’ve gone through so much: painful lows and amazing highs, and 
through it all God has always been faithful, and continues to be faithful still. 
 
I am very much aware that the timing of my departure is difficult. As you know, pastoral 
searches take a very long time. I have been in conversation with the committee in New York 
City for over 10 months now. The fact that the call would arrive at the same time as this 
pandemic was impossible to predict. For this reason, I am asking Session that my last Sunday at 
the pulpit be August 2nd, and that Session forms a transition team as soon as possible to work 
with Presbytery in order to set the first steps of the transition in motion. 
 
I so wish I could tell you this in person and thank you for the blessing you have been in my life. 
While I am sure we’ll have numerous opportunities to speak before August, I want you to know 
it has been the privilege of my life to serve Christ at your side.  First Presbyterian Church West 
Chester is an amazing congregation with a clear sense of call, the best staff with whom I have 
every served, and the brightest of futures. I pray God continues to bless First Pres and our 
ministry in the next few months. 
  
Above all, love, 
 
Greg 


