
 

 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

July 18, 2021          9:00am 
 

“The meaning of life is the mystery of Love.   
Just as the roots of trees hold firm in the soil,  

so it is the roots of love that hold the ground of our being together.” 
John Main 

 

As the prelude begins, please prepare for worship in quiet attentiveness. 
 

 
Prelude    Allegro moderato form Concerto in D Major 
    Ferdinand Küchler 
 
Welcome 
 
 

*Call to Worship (based on Psalm 23)  
 
Come, walk in green pastures. 
We follow the Shepherd. 
Come, lie down in green pastures. 
We trust the Shepherd. 
Come, dine at the table of abundance. 
We are fed by the Shepherd. 
Come, dwell in God’s house. 
We live in the Shepherd’s care. 
 

*Opening Prayer 
Loving Shepherd, you know our names; you care for us. 
When we face darkness and death, walk beside us. 
When we hunger for your love, fill us with your presence. 
When we are fearful, feed us at your table. 



May we dwell in the house of goodness and mercy all the days of our lives. Amen. 
 

*Hymn # 32     I Sing the Mighty Power of God 
  
 

*Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness 
God of all the saints, God of all the sinners, hear our prayer. 
We would be saintlike – holy, good, patient, loving. 
But we end up feeling more like sinners – full of failures of morality, selfish, mean. 
Perhaps You see us simply as human –  
as beloved, and flawed, and trying, and failing, and succeeding. 
In all of this, forgive the wrong that we have done,  
and bless the good we have accomplished.  
Keep on loving us, and helping us, and molding us  
more and more into the image of Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 

 
Friends, hear this Good News: the love of God is beyond measure, and you are 
included in that love. Know that you are forgiven and thus freed to love and serve. 
Alleluia! Amen. 
 

*Response                                        Meineke 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

Ministry Updates 
You are invited to share your offerings after the service in the back of the sanctuary. 

 

Installation of Newly Elected Officers 
 
Do we, members of First Presbyterian, accept George, Gail, and Deb as Elder, Deacon, and Trustee, chosen 
by God through the voice of this congregation? We do. 
  
Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, serving Jesus 
Christ who alone is the head of the church? We do.  
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer for Illumination 
Guide us, O God, by your Word, and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your 
truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 
 

Scripture Reading Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
 

At this time children are invited to gather for story time in Fellowship Hall. 
They will return to their families after the sermon. 

 
 

Special Music   La Cinquantaine 
      Jean Gabriel Marie 
 
 

Sermon     “A Hot Mess” Sara Pantazes  
 

*Affirmation of Faith (From the Confession of 1967)   
We acknowledge that God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of human 
minds. We ascribe to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But in Jesus 
Christ God reveals love by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of 
the cross, and goodness in receiving sinful people. The power of God’s love in Christ 
transforms the world and discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made 
all things to serve the purpose of his love. 
 
*Hymn # 321       The Church’s One Foundation 
  
 

*Blessing and Response 
 

Postlude                                                 Sortie 
    Cesar Franck 
             

    

*You are invited to stand as you desire.  

 

 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST PRES 

 
Leading us in worship today are Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor; Sara Pantazes, 
Director of Faith Formation; David Stone, Liturgist; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist;  
Adriana Park, violin. Our greeters are Bill Benson and Dennis Park at 9, and Andrea Tweedie 
at 10:42.  
 

In Memoriam – Edwin L. Taylor, member of First Presbyterian Church from November 23, 
1987 to July 3, 2021. Our sympathy and prayers are with the Taylor family. 
 



Summer Mini Golf Round 2 – Join us this Thursday, July 22, for a second summer mini-golf 
outing!  We’ll be gathering at Rossi’s Golf Center at 7 pm to take on their 18-hole course.  
Let Sara Pantazes know if you are planning to come.  
 
Spread the word: Nursery Coordinator Position – We are looking for the right person to 
lead our Sunday morning nursery program.  Please spread the word!  The ideal candidate 
will have experience with infants and toddlers, as well as the ability to manage the nursery 
staff. Work hours are primarily on Sunday mornings. The job description can be found on 
the church website: www.firstpreswc.com/job-openings.   
 
All-Church Brunch and Congregational Conversation - Please join the Transition Team for 
the next Congregational Conversation on Sunday, August 1. The worship services are being 
combined into ONE service at 9:00 a.m. so that we can spend the remainder of the morning 
together in fellowship and conversation. Rev. Bill Wilson from the Center for Healthy 
Churches, who preached on June 13, will be with us for worship that morning and will 
participate in the Congregational Conversation. Brunch will take place from 10:15-11 a.m. 
and the Congregational Conversation will be from 11 - 12:30. For more details and to sign up, 
please visit the sign-up tab from firstpreswc.com or click the link from Wednesday's email. 
 

In-Person Prayer Session – On Sunday, July 25, we will meet for prayer from 10:05 to 10:20 
in Room 109 (the office conference room). We’ll pray for various aspects of the church as 
we navigate this pastoral transition. Prayers of all are valued during this critical stage so it 
would be great to see you there. 
 

2021 Contributions –Current contributions as of 7/14/2021 are $536,970 out of $1,047,133 
budgeted. 

 

 

 

http://www.firstpreswc.com/job-openings

