
    



 
Prelude                                                                      Improvisation on O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship           

The power of dreams lies in waking up.  
When we close our eyes,  
we can see a better world. 
When we open our eyes, 
we begin the work of faith. 
 
When we worship, 
we can see a better world. 
When we worship, 
we begin the work of faith. 
 
So come in, dreamers. 
Find hope here. 
Connected to Christ, through Christ,  
we begin the work of faith. 
Let us worship God. 

 
Lighting of the First Candle: Hope                                     Pantazes Family 

May this light be an invitation to keep awake. 
May this light be our invitation to be Advent people – people who dream. 

       
Hymn # 88     
  

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Prayer of Confession 
First Dreamer, 
over and over in Scripture we hear your dream for a beautiful world. 
We hear your dreams for peace and reconciliation. 
We hear your dreams for harmony and justice. 
We hear your dreams for community and for connection. 
We hear your dreams, and yet we do not open our eyes. 
We continue to live with the curtains drawn, 
the covers pulled tight, 
eyes shut to the realities of the world. 
Forgive us. Kindle a hope that will burn through the darkest nights. 
Give us the strength and the will to keep awake in this sleeping world. 
With hope we pray, Amen. 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

 
Response                                                                                                                                     God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen 
 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 
comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

 



Children’s Message 
 
Ministry Updates 
 
Decking of the Giving Tree 
 
Giving and Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 
  
Hymn # 83                                                                                                                                           Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

O Great Dreamer, 
you dreamed creation into being, 
stars and snow drifts, 
milk-scented babies and trails of wrinkles on aging hands. 
You dreamed evergreens and candlelight, 
trumpets and laughter. 
And in the midst of all you’d created, you dreamed a dream for your people: 
a dream of hope and justice, 
a dream for eyes wide open to the world’s suffering, and the world’s beauty. 
Today, as we hear you speak to us through Scripture, we ask that you would plant that same dream in us. 
Pour out your Spirit on our hearts and minds so that we may see what you see, 
and dream what you dream. Gratefully we pray, Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading  Isaiah 64:1-9 

The coming of the Son of Man 
 
 

O that you would tear open the heavens and come 
down, 
    so that the mountains would quake at your 
presence— 
2 [a] as when fire kindles brushwood 
    and the fire causes water to boil— 
to make your name known to your adversaries, 
    so that the nations might tremble at your 
presence! 
3 When you did awesome deeds that we did not 
expect, 
    you came down, the mountains quaked at your 
presence. 
4 From ages past no one has heard, 
    no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, 
    who works for those who wait for him. 
5 You meet those who gladly do right, 
 

 
those who remember you in your ways. 
But you were angry, and we sinned; 
    because you hid yourself we transgressed.  
6 We have all become like one who is unclean, 
    and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 
We all fade like a leaf, 
    and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 
7 There is no one who calls on your name, 
    or attempts to take hold of you; 
for you have hidden your face from us, 
    and have delivered[c] us into the hand of our 
iniquity. 
8 Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 
    we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
    we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 
    and do not remember iniquity forever. 
    Now consider, we are all your people. 

 
 
Special Music       Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
    arr. Brant Adams 
        
       

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2064:1-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18888a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2064:1-9&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-18893c


 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
Hymn # 100                                                                                                                                  My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout    
 
Scripture Reading  Mark 13:24-37 

24 “But in those days, after that suffering, 
the sun will be darkened, 
    and the moon will not give its light, 
25 and the stars will be falling from heaven, 
    and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 27 Then he will send 
out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven. 
28 “From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you 
know that summer is near. 29 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he[a] is near, 
at the very gates. 30 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place. 31 

 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 33 Beware, keep alert;[b] for you do not know when the time will come. 34 It is like a man going on a 
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with his work, and commands the 
doorkeeper to be on the watch. 35 Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36 or else he may find you 
asleep when he comes suddenly. 37 And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

 
Sermon     “Keep Awake” Rev. Bob Sheldon 

 
Affirmation of Faith 

We believe in God. 
We believe that God has dreams for humanity. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit. 
We believe that the Holy Spirit comforts us when our dreams are shattered. 
We believe in Jesus. 
We believe that Jesus walked this world to wake us up, 
inviting us to be hands and voices of hope in the world. 
We believe in dreams. 
We believe in the power that dreams have to show us a new way. 
In this Advent season, 
we commit to be those who dream, and those who wake anew. 
May it be so, Amen. 

  
Hymn # 105                                                                                                                                                                        People, Look East 
 
Blessing and Response   
 
Postlude   Hail to the Lord's Anointed 

Henry Balcombe  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+13%3A24-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24740a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+13%3A24-37&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24744b


 
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST PRES 

 
Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor; Sandor 
Kadar, Director of Music; Lyndsay Varsaci, soprano; Reid Simmons, organ scholar; Julie Claeys, piano; Tracy Burke, 
flute. 
 
This service was adapted from a liturgy by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org   
 
The Giving Tree is Here! – It looks a little different this year, but there are still opportunities to support our 
neighbors in need this Christmas season. Choose a gift from our Giving Tree Sign Up Genius (found under “Sign Up” 
on the First Pres home page) and have labeled, unwrapped gifts mailed directly to the church or drop them off on 
December 6 (12-2) or December 7 (12-3). For questions, contact Pastor Caroline at ccupp@firstpreswc.com. The 
Giving Tree program is held in loving memory of Lynn Keiler Wallace, daughter of Carol Keiler and mother of Kelsey 
Wallace.  
 
Christmas Gifts for Migrant Families - Each Christmas First Pres works with Chester County Migrant Ministry to 
provide gifts for families in need.  When you volunteer to sponsor a family you will receive family names, ages, and 
information about their needs and wishes. You can sponsor one individual or a whole family. This year we are 
providing gift cards to the families to make shopping easier for our volunteers and so that the families can have the 
fun of selecting the gifts for their own children. We also welcome financial donations made directly to First Pres for 
the Migrant Ministry Christmas Program.  Join in to share your gifts and your faith in a special way this Christmas 
season.  Contact Anna Bentley (484-432-0742, annagbentley@gmail.com) or Debbie Shryock (610-524-0430  ) for 
more information.   
 
Deliver Poinsettias – The deacons are delivering poinsettias to our senior church members and would love a few 
friendly helpers to leave flowers at their doorsteps. To sign up, contact Pastor Caroline at ccupp@firstpreswc.com.  
  
Comfort and Joy – As part of this season’s Comfort and Joy service to be streamed on December 13, we are creating 
a wreath of lament filled with the names and situations on people’s hearts this year. To have a name or word added 
to the wreath, please contact Pastor Caroline at ccupp@firstpreswc.com by December 1. 
 
Advent Bible Study - During the month of December, the Wednesday night Bridge class will be focusing our 
conversation around the Those Who Dream devotional booklet.  We will consider the artwork, poetry and teachings that 
the book offers us and reflect on how it inspires and challenges us.  You don't need to have a copy of the book to join us 
- all are welcome!  Contact Sara Pantazes for the Zoom information.   
 
Christmas Gifts for Migrant Families - Each Christmas First Pres works with Chester County Migrant Ministry to provide 
gifts for families in need.  When you volunteer to sponsor a family you will receive family names, ages, and information 
about their needs and wishes. You can sponsor one individual or a whole family. This year we are providing gift cards to 
the families to make shopping easier for our volunteers and so that the families can have the fun of selecting the gifts 
for their own children. We also welcome financial donations made directly to First Pres for the Migrant Ministry 
Christmas Program.  Join in to share your gifts and your faith in a special way this Christmas season.  Contact Anna 
Bentley (484-432-0742, annagbentley@gmail.com) or Debbie Shryock (610-524-0430  ) for more information.   
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The above shows the giving amount as of 11/25/2020 compared to the 2020 full year goal as well as the 2021 
pledges so far.  These charts will be presented each week to keep the congregation well-informed of our 
progress. Further details can be found on the Financial Reporting page on our website. 
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