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 First Presbyterian Church of West Chester

MAY 28, 2017 
 



Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community 
of faith, we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God 
together, we pray that you will experience Christ’s presence 
in our midst, and that he will sustain you in the week ahead. A 
special welcome goes out to you if you are visiting. If you are 
with us for the first time, stop by the Welcome Center in the 
foyer to find out about the many opportunities available to you 
in the life of our congregation. We hope you will worship with 
us again next Sunday. 

We invite you to sign the Friendship Register, which you will 
find at the center aisle of each pew. As you pass it to others in 
your pew, note who is sitting near you, so you may greet them 
by name. Please note that hearing aids and large print bulletins 
are available from the ushers. Maps showing available parking 
are in the racks in the Fellowship Hall.  

Children are always welcome, and encouraged to participate 
in worship. Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available from 
the ushers.  

Leading Us in Worship Today:
Steve Clark, Associate Pastor

Caroline Cupp, Associate Pastor
Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts

Sándor Kádár, Organist

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity. 
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ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME

CHIMES – A call to stillness    
Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the
chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones.

* Indicates that all who are able are invited to stand.

ORGAN PRELUDE       Going Home from Symphony No. 9 Antonin Dvorak
  Czech Republic, 1841-1904

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively, see Acts 2:42-47)
Sisters and brothers, let us gather together
with glad and generous hearts.

Let us devote ourselves to Christ’s teaching,
and to fellowship with each other.

Let us break bread together and share our lives in common.
Let us give what we can to all who are in need
so that all people may praise God, and see God’s Spirit working in us.

Let us devote ourselves to our prayers and to the gospel.
For in this way our lives may bear fruit for God’s kingdom.

*HYMN #246                            “Christ is Alive!” Truro 

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (see Romans 12:1-2)
Forgiving God, we confess that we are conformed to this world.
We let ourselves be shaped by this world’s frantic pace,
too hectic to notice all the blessings you provide.
We conform to this world’s reckless waste,
exploiting what you entrust to our care.
We are too easily molded by this world’s shallow values,
oblivious to the giftedness of people different from us.
We adopt this world’s impatient attitudes,
preferring the latest instead of the lasting.
Forgive our conformity, O God, and transform us
so that our lives may reflect your good and perfect will.
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON

*RESPONSE #243                    “Be Not Afraid”
“Be not afraid; sing out for joy!  Christ is risen, alleluia!
Be not afraid; sing out for joy! Christ is risen, alleluia!”    

 9:00 AND 10:30 a.m. Worship Service SEVENTH SUNDAY
   OF EASTER
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AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    from A Brief Statement of Faith
In life and in death we belong to God.

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,

we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.

We trust in God the Holy Spirit,
everywhere the giver and renewer of life.

The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,

and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church.
With believers in every time and place,

we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
     As the children are going to their classes, we will sing Hymn #547

“Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me.
Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free.

Here my Spirit’s power filled you; here my tender comfort stilled you.
God, my children, fed, and nourished, joyful and free.”

WELCOME AND MINISTRY UPDATES
ANTHEM             “There’s A Wideness in God’s Mercy” Maurice Bevan

“There’s a wideness in God’s mercy like the wideness of the sea;
there’s a kindness in his justice which is more than liberty.

There is no place where earth’s sorrows are more felt than up in heaven; 
there is no place where earth’s failings have such kindly judgement given.

For the love of God is broader than the measure of man’s mind; 
and the heart of the Eternal is most wonderfully kind.

But we make his love too narrow by false limits of our own;
and we magnify his strictness with a zeal he will not own.

There is plentiful redemption in the blood that has been shed;
there is joy for all the members in the sorrows of the Head (Christ).
There is grace enough for thousands of new worlds as great as this;

there is room for fresh creations in that upper home of bliss.
If our love were but more simple, we should take him at his word.

and our lives would be all gladness in the joy of Christ, our Lord.”
GIVE THANKS TO GOD

THE OFFERING
Offertory                      “In Paradisum”, from the Requiem Maurice Duruflé
  France, 1902-1986
“In Paradisum deducant te angeli.             May the angels lead you into Paradise.
In tuo adventu suscipiant te martyres         May the martyrs receive you, 
Et per ducant te in civitatem sanctam         and lead you into the Holy City, 
Jerusalem.                                                   Jerusalem.
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Chorus angelorum, te suscipiant,                May choirs of angels lead you,
Et cum Lazaro quondam pauper                   and with Lazarus, who was once a poor man,
aeternam habeas requiem.”                         may you have eternal rest.”
*Offertory Response                        Old Hundredth

“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

*Prayer of Dedication
SCRIPTURE READING          Romans 12:1-2 New Testament, Page 161

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE/THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
*HYMN #340                          “This Is My Song” Finlandia

SCRIPTURE READING           Acts 2:41-47 New Testament, Page 120

SERMON                “Transformed by Hope - The Sequel” Rev. Steve Clark

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #295                          “Go to the World!” Sine Nomine

*BENEDICTION 
CHORAL RESPONSE  “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” John Rutter

ORGAN POSTLUDE                      Sortie César Franck 
  France, 1822-1890

 + + + + + + + + + + + +
The Chancel Flowers are given by:

 Gail Coxe in loving memory of Doris B. Coxe and Gary Coxe, mother and brother.
IN MEMORIAM

J. Marvin Bentley, Member of First Presbyterian Church 
from October 25, 1993 - May 19, 2017.

Service will be Friday, June 2, at 12 Noon.
Jean B. Burchette, Member of First Presbyterian Church

from June 13, 1988 - May 23, 2017.
Service will be Saturday, June 3, at 11:00 a.m.

Our sympathy and prayers are with Anna Bentley and family
in the death of her husband; with

Dave Burchette and family in the death of his wife; 
with Phil and Gwyn Heaver and family in the death of Phil’s brother, and

with Rob and Robin Mason and family in the death of Rob’s mother.
Ushers
 9:00 a.m. – Art Massey, Head Usher, Ann Massey, Charlie Myhre
 10:30 a.m. –Larry Trerotola, Head Usher, Isabell Trerotola, Jack and Barbara Thompson
Flower and Coffee Deacons today: George Craven and Jim Sylvester
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

ALL THINGS VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (JUNE 26 - 29)
FOUR WEEKS and counting!

• VBS is now less than one month away!  Excitement is building as we create decorations, 
purchase snack and art supplies, and plan for one of First Pres’ best weeks of the summer.  
Sign up your children and their friends (www.firstpreswc.com/vbs-child) and while you 
are at it, don’t forget to sign up yourself (www.firstpreswc.com/vbs-volunteer)!  Contact 
Sara Pantazes at spantazes@firstpreswc.com with any questions.
• Decoration Creation Parties:  YOU can help transform First Pres into a “Maker Fun 
Factory” for the kids!  Sara could use your help 9 - 11:00 a.m. Thursday, June 8  as we 
prepare this year’s VBS decorations.  In order to know how many helper bees we’ll have, 
let Sara know you are coming by emailing her at spantazes@firstpreswc.com.

WORSHIP
• Let’s See Red Next Sunday! June 4 is Pentecost, when we celebrate God pouring out 
the Holy Spirit upon the first Christians. Check out the Bible story in Acts 2 to remember 
the details – one of which is the Spirit looking like “divided tongues, as of fire,” appearing 
over the head of each person. For centuries Christians have decorated sanctuaries in red 
on Pentecost to remember this fire-like gift. So come to First Pres next Sunday “fired up” 
to worship God!

• Summer Choir  You are invited to join our Chancel Choir each Sunday May 28-August 
6 at 8:20 a.m. in the Choir Room to prepare music for the morning services.  The music 
is pretty easy, we do not process or wear robes in the summer, and you’ll be warmly 
welcomed.  Questions?  Talk with Marcia or Sandor.  We look forward to seeing YOU!

ADMINISTRATION
• Global Leadership Summit - Leverage the skills you learn at the Summit to grow your 
leadership and transform your community.  “God uses ordinary people to do extraordinary 
things in the lives of others.” (Paul David Tripp)  Be that person – get inspired and motivated 
at the Summit. Be open to God working in your life.  If you do one thing this year to further 
your spiritual development, attend the Summit with your First Pres friends and fellow 
members.  See Dory Speer in the Church Office to register for this two day opportunity, 
Thursday and Friday, August 10 and 11 at Westminster Pres.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE
• “Connections” Class this summer : If you’re interested in becoming a member of 
First Pres, or just learning more about what we’re up to here at the corner of Miner and 
Darlington, join us 11:30 - 2:15 p.m. on Sunday, August 6 (lunch included) – then again 
11:30 - 1:00 p.m. on Sunday, August 13 (lunch included again!) Contact Pastor Steve Clark 
(sclark@firstpreswc.com) if interested in joining the gathering, or if you have questions.
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SERVICE AND OUTREACH

• Shaving Cream and Cornstarch = Summer Fun! Campers with disabilities thrive at 
summer camp at The Barn at Spring Brook Farm making “snow” from cans and cans of 
Barbasol Original Shaving Cream and boxes and boxes of cornstarch.  Will you please 
help out by bringing Barbasol and cornstarch?  Boxes will be in Fellowship Hall from 
May 14 to June 11 for your contributions.  Many thanks from some very happy campers!

• Can you host a Simple Summer Supper? We had such positive response to our Table 
Talks With Jesus dinner gatherings during Lent, we’re continuing the tradition through 
the summer! Can you invite 2-8 guests to join you at your home for a simple potluck 
supper during the summer months (June 18 – Sept 3)? YOU pick the day and time; YOU 
pick how many guests you can host at your table. If you’re willing to be a host home, just 
sign up in Fellowship Hall or on the Sign Up drop down on the First Pres web site so we 
can soon begin sign ups for dinner guests.

CAREGIVING
• Home Communion June 4. Please consider joining the Deacon Worship Committee as 
we team up to deliver communion to our members who cannot attend church due to age 
or illness. Contact Diane at demarino110@yahoo.com to join us. You can also sign up on 
the church website under the Sign Up drop down on the menu bar.

• Pull Yourself Together. You may have heard it, or even said it to yourself. But things 
just aren’t coming together. You’re still hurting. You still feel like it‘s all falling apart. 
Our Stephen Ministers are trained caregivers who will walk with you, listen to you, and 
provide highly confidential one-to-one care, as you search through the pieces and find 
what is truly in your heart. To learn more about what Stephen Ministry can do for you, talk 
with Rev. Caroline Cupp church (610-696-0554) or Mary Pellack (cell 610-570-0886). 
Our Stephen Ministers are ready to care for you!

FELLOWSHIP
• Presbyterian Women Request: As you travel, please remember to save any extra 
unopened toiletry items from hotels, motels, spas, etc.  PW use these items to make “mini 
spa bags” for the residents of the Pocopson Home.  There will be a container to receive 
these items marked “Pocopson Home” under the Presbyterian Women’s bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall.  Many thanks for your help with this project.

• Presbyterian Women is sponsoring a local mission project for the Domestic Violence 
Center of Chester County. The families that this organization serve are in special need of 
light weight blankets, summer boys’ and girls’ clothes size 4 and larger, and gift cards. The 
complete “wish list” is posted on the PW bulletin board. Non-gift card items can be put in 
the plastic bin(s) labeled Domestic Violence Center found under the bulletin board.  Gift 
cards can be placed in an envelope marked Domestic Violence Center and given to Karen 
Goldstein or Dory Speer.  Contact Kathy Threlkeld (610-436-0846) or Faye Whiteman (610-
696-5578) with questions. Thank you for supporting this vital service in Chester County.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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SUNDAY – May 28
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2; 
     Sunday School;
     Radio Broadcast on 
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
 11:45am Prayer Walk

MONDAY – May 29 - Church office closed
Memorial Day

TUESDAY – May 30
 10:30am Faith Community Nurses  
     Office Hours
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group

WEDNESDAY – May 31
No Bridge until September
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings;
 12:00pm Bulletin Deadline
 6:00pm Financial Peace Univ.
     class

 

THURSDAY – June 1
 7:00pm Men’s Mere Christianity
     Study
 

FRIDAY – June 2
 6:30am Men’s Study Group
 1:00pm Sweet Dreams

SATURDAY – June 3

SUNDAY – June 4
Communion at all services
Home Communion
Graduate Recognition
 8:30am Sunday Social (‘til   
   10:30am)
 9:00am Worship; Nursery to age 2; 
     Sunday School;
     Radio Broadcast on 
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:30am  Worship; Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5
 12:00pm Rise Against Hunger
     Packaging Event
 

 

Office Hours: 
Church office closed Monday, May 29 
      Tues - Fri 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc

ANNOUNCEMENTS

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH


