
Satan!” He tells everyone to give to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar, but comes into Jerusalem on 
Palm Sunday in an enormously subversive act. He 
invites us to follow him, and tells us that in order to 
have such blessing and privilege, we have to humble 
ourselves and carry a cross. I want him to be my 
friend, to increase my joy, to make my life better, 
but instead he demands my life, my soul, my all.

I’m surprised at the turn of every page. 
Do you know Jesus? Then a much 

more challenging series of 
questions assaults my soul: 

If I don’t truly know him, 
how am I supposed to 

follow him? How am I 
supposed to hold his 
name high? After all, 
am I not known as 
a Christ-ian? And if 
I don’t know him, 
how do I worship 
him, pray to him, 
act on his behalf? 
Do I really, truly 
know him? Do you? 

That is the question 
we ask this Lent.

On Sunday mornings we will 
engage in a worship series 

entitled, “The Jesus I Never Knew” 
based on Phillip Yancey’s excellent 

book by the same name. We have a few 
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“Do you know Jesus?” I’ll always remember that 
question. There were three big guys on a side 
street in Mexico. One put his arm around my 
shoulders. The others pretty much carried me 
inside a nondescript building. It all happened so 
fast. By the time I knew what was going on, I found 
myself standing in the lobby of a church, as the 
toughest looking of the three asked me again. “Say, 
do you know Jesus?” When I didn’t say anything 
(I was petrified), they proceeded to tell 
me how much God loves me.   They 
also pointed out that I probably 
lived a sinful life and invited 
me to repent. I guess they 
get points for evangelism 
originality, but I must 
say “loved” is the last 
thing I felt that day.
I feel that technique 
and theology aside, 
the question is an 
interesting one. “Do 
you know Jesus?” 
Having grown up in 
the church, my reflex 
answer is “Of course,” 
but as I read Scripture 
I find myself surprised 
over and over again by 
Jesus’ words and actions.

He urges obedience to the law of 
Moses while earning the reputation 
of being a lawbreaker.   He is undone with 
sympathy for complete strangers while strongly 
rebuking his best friend saying, “Get behind me, 



copies in the library, and we’ll make more available for purchase during coffee hour. I can’t recommend it enough.

On Wednesday nights during Lent I will lead a study called “Jesus in Film” as we take a close look at how different 
directors have interpreted specific passages of the life of Jesus. We’ll watch and discuss clips by Cecil B. DeMille, 
Scorsese, Lloyd Weber and Gibson, among others and compare them to the Jesus portrayed in the Gospels.

There are many other opportunities to grow in your faith and deepen your relationship with Christ this Lent season. 
Consider attending the men’s retreat on March 30th, which will be centered around the cross of Christ. Attend one 
of the Lent dinners in church members’ homes. Join a small group for the season. My prayer is that you will find 
this journey to Easter a refreshing and renewing one, and in the process, that you may get to know Him better.

Greg Stovell, Pastor

...continued

LENT DINNERS 
Come along on our Lenten journey, “The Jesus I Never Knew.”  Over a simple meal you’ll make new friendships 
and strengthen old ones. You’ll reflect together on scenes from Jesus’ journey toward his ultimate mission in 
Jerusalem, exploring what that story means for our own journey toward Holy Week and beyond.
Several families are hosting guests for dinner and conversation in their homes, and you can join them.  It’s easy 
to do: use the signup sheets in Fellowship Hall or sign up at firstpreswc.com/dinners. Either way, find a dinner 
date and time that works for you, sign up and then wait for your host to contact you with further details.
Many of you participated in one of the dinners hosted during Lent over the last two years. Response to the 
gatherings has been consistently enthusiastic: 

 • “This is a great way to help all of us connect.”
 • “One of the things I enjoyed most about our experience was that our group spanned multiple   
                        generations . . . The fellowship that we experienced was wonderful!”
 • “The discussion we had about the Bible verses we read was thought-provoking.”

 • “It was especially neat to discuss a Bible verse, and then hear it discussed in the sermon. I      
            really enjoyed that!”

We hope you’ll decide to be part of the Lenten adventure this year, and help discover together what the Spirit has 
in store for us as we walk the path of faithfulness in the way of Christ.

Contact Pastor Steve Clark (sclark@firstpreswc.com) if you have questions or want more information.
h t t p s : / / w w w . f i r s t p r e s w c . c o m / a d u l t - g r o u p s .



NEW FACES AT FIRST PRES!

Jeff began working at First Presbyterian in February of 2019.  He is originally from 
Stroudsburg, PA and graduated from Bloomsburg University.  He also earned an MBA from 
Villanova University.  For the past 18+ years he was employed by USA Today and its parent 
company, the Gannett Company.  He was most recently the National Director of Business 
Operations, spending seven years in Charlotte, NC.  While previously residing in the 
Lansdale, PA area, Jeff served on the church council as well as the stewardship committee 

for many years at a large Lutheran church.  Jeff now resides in Wilmington, DE with his wife Lisa, who is a fourth-
grade teacher at the Tower Hill School.  They have two adult children, Kyle and Krista, and two grandchildren.  
Being animal lovers, they also have several dogs and cats that all live harmoniously!  Lisa and Jeff enjoy walking 
the dogs and spending time in Cape May Point.  Jeff is a fan of all Philly sports teams and of course Villanova 
basketball.  He enjoys watching sports in person and on television, as well as working on home improvement 
projects. swc.com/adult-groups.

Elizabeth Hess is excited to be back on staff at First Pres, even it’s just for a short while; 
she will be working in the office through the end of May. She loves the First Pres family 
and considers it a privilege to serve. She has lived in West Chester her entire life and loves 
it! She and her husband, Wade, have two daughters, Natalie (11) and Lauren (7), and her 
favorite dog of all time: Teddy, a goldendoodle. In her spare time, Elizabeth loves to read 
and bake. She co-leads the Women’s Bible Study at First Pres.

Maurisa joined the church as a nursery worker in August 2015. She is currently a student 
at West Chester University majoring in English Literature with a minor in Communication 
Studies. In her free time, she enjoys traveling, reading, and spending time with her 
friends.

Claire Kramer began working for First Presbyterian in late December 2018. She graduated 
from Shippensburg University with a BA in Communications and a minor in Psychology. 
Claire’s early communications career consisted of designing comprehensive educational 
materials for prospective law students.  Growing up in Newtown and living in Harrisburg, 
Doylestown and finally West Chester, Claire is married to Scott and has three lovely 
daughters – Raegan, Abigail and Paige.  After countless volunteer hours at her daughter’s 
various schools over the years, she was eager to return to workforce and is glad to be 
working at First Presbyterian West Chester. 

Jeff Somers
 Director of Finance and Operations

Elizabeth Hess
 Administrative Assistant

Maurisa Warren 
 Coordinator for Infants, Toddlers, and Young Families

Claire Kramer 
 Administrative Assistant



SENIOR WEEK at FIRST PRES!
Mark your calendars for First Presbyterian’s inaugural “Senior Week,” a week-long series of events with 
and for the seniors in our community. 

When our neighbors at Barclay Friends went through a devastating fire in 2017, the entire West 
Chester community jumped to their aid. It was a moment of community solidarity, a time of hope in the 
midst of great loss, and it raised a spotlight on a group of people who in this day and age rarely get 
concentrated attention: our seniors.

Inspired by this focus, in the year since the fire the Service and Outreach committee has been working 
in partnership with the West Chester Area Senior Center, Barclay Friends, the Chester County Food 
Bank, and others to develop a series of events with and for seniors. Envisioned as an opportunity for 
intergenerational service and learning, this nine day celebration will take place during the second week 
of April. 

We have a number of exciting activities planned, including the following:

- Senior Living, Healthcare, and Financial Planning Seminar (Sunday April 7, 10:30am)
 Led by Ken Neeld of the Continuum Group, a consulting firm for seniors and their families
- Joint Barclay & First Pres Chester County Food Bank Volunteer Day
- Join residents at Barclay for a tour of the CCFB and help sort donations (Day, time TBD)
- Senior Health Fair (Wednesday, April 10, 9:30-11:30am)
- Visit the West Chester Area Senior Center to learn more about senior health. First Pres    
 volunteers are needed to set up for the day – sign up at on the First Pres website or by   
 contacting Pastor Caroline at ccupp@firstpreswc.com
- Toddler Story Hour (Wednesday, April 10, 10:15am)
- Bring your infant, toddler, or preschooler to Barclay Friends for story hour, led by residents in  
 the retirement community.
- Bingo Night (Friday, April 12, 4:00pm). Come out to Barclay for Bingo and conversation!
- Children’s Musical and Barclay Drama Club Event (Sunday, April 14, 3:00pm)
-         The First Pres children’s choirs will perform the musical “Table for Five Thousand:         
 The Miracle of Loaves and Fishes” for the residents at Barclay. Following the musical, the   
 Barclay Drama Club will stage a child-friendly play for all those in attendance.

In conjunction with this Senior Week celebration, our congregation’s children and youth will be 
reaching out to First Pres seniors with the hope of conducting interviews about their experiences 
growing up, their faith journeys, church life then and now, and a variety of other subjects. If you are 
interested in being interviewed as part of this project or in conducting an interview, please contact 
Pastor Caroline. Our schedule for the week continues to fill; please keep your eyes open for more 
information and for additional events!  



Reasons to be Excited for

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

- Worship - Eric Hankins (our contemporary 
worship leader) and other members of the worship 
band bring amazing energy to our worship time at the 
beginning and end of each day’s program.  The live 
music they provided last year lit up the hearts and 
minds of our kids and volunteers, and they will be 
doing it again this year! 

- Dinner - Last year we moved VBS to the evening 
and offered dinner ahead of time.  This addition to the 
program was extremely well received, allowing families 
to eat together and providing more time of fellowship 
among participants of all ages.  We are excited to have 
Jen Rosenberg and a great team of First Pres chefs and 
helpers provide dinner again this year.  

- Theme of “going beyond” - I’ll confess that 
when I first heard about this curriculum I was a bit 
skeptical.  What does Mars have to do with the Bible 
and building faith?  As I looked closer, I realized that 
while space is the theme, the curriculum goes much 
deeper.  The substance of each day’s activities is 
built around five Bible stories where individuals went 

beyond what they could do on their own to do great 
things by God’s power.  The stories are well chosen, 
well explained and designed to help kids realize that 
their lives can be empowered by God as well.  

There isn’t room here for me to go into the many 
smaller details of the program that I’m also excited 
about, so you’ll just have to trust me that all of it is 
going to come together to be an awesome week of 
building up our kids’ faith in God and our community’s 
love for each other.  

So what do I need most right now?  You!  Many of you 
have been a part of this ministry in the past and I hope 
you’ll be part of it again this year!  If it’s been a long 
time or even if you have never helped, I invite you to 
join the team.  We will find a comfortable place for you 
to serve and be a part of this great week.  The web 
page to sign up to volunteer is available now on the 
church’s website and the page to register kids will be 
coming soon.  

The theme verse this year is Ephesians 3:20 - “Glory to 
God, who is able to do far beyond all that we could ask 
or imagine by his power at work within us.”  What an 
empowering, inspiring, confidence-building message to 
pour into our kids!  I hope you will be part of it.

Save the Date! VBS
 Evenings of Sunday, 
 June 23 - Thursday, June 27

To Mars and Beyond: 
Exploring Where God’s Power Can Take You!

Interested in Volunteering? 
Contact Sara Pantazes 
spantazes@firstpreswc.com



Save the Date!

Event: Presbyterian Women Spring Gathering
When: May 18, 2019
Time: 9:30 a.m.
Registration Fee: $8.00 
Lunch: $7.00
Where: Covenant Presbyterian Church, Malvern, PA

“Our Spirit’s Song ~ Our Music - Our Faith”
Since the beginning of time, human beings have used song as an expression of our Holy spirit. As our breath 
connects us with the creative breath of the Holy Spirit, our music bridges from our linear experience of daily 
living to the eternal dimension of God’s Life. When the road is dark and painful, our voices raise, imploring the 
Holy for light and healing. When our hearts are full, the doxologies bubble out of our innermost being and fill us 
with increased love and joy.

The Rev. Patty Stoltzfus, recently retired from Parish ministry at Covenant PC where she was Associate Pastor 
and Director of Music, will take us on a musical journey that the followers of Christ have taken over centuries. 
We will weave together Scripture, historical tidbits, along with our own song and prayer.  

Bring your choir directors, choir members, friends and anyone who enjoys music and worship. We have a 
wonderful morning planned of a look at the history of music and how it inspires us. Join us for worship, live 
music and the celebration of the Lord’s Supper.    
We will conclude our morning with fellowship during lunch.
 
Registration forms will follow. We just want you to put this date on your calendars and invite your friends.  
Let’s make this a great event!
If you have any questions prior to registration please feel free to call: Carolyn Tate, 610-273-1230.

RADICAL HOSPITALITY IN ACTION!

This May (6-8) Pastor Greg is hosting a gathering of 35-40 pastors from all over the country. They are a 
covenant group who meet once a year for a conference-like gathering to learn from each other, share 
best practices, pray together and occasionally receive training from a renowned scholar or leader in 
ministry. We are looking for fifteen individuals passionate about radical hospitality to welcome the 
pastors and help plan for their visit. 

If you are able to give rides from the airport, help plan a meal in church, assist with gift bags, lead a tour 
of Longwood Gardens or Independence Hall, or simply be part of the planning team, please call or email 
Greg in early March.



THE REACH OF FIRST PRES
 early results of our serving survey

Act in Faith - 8
Arc of CC
Art Partners Studio
Aussie Rescue & Placement Helpline
Barclay Friends
Barn at Spring Brook Farm - 10
BCY (Swim Team) - 2
Boy Scouts - 3
Brandywine Valley SPCA - 2
CareShares
Carpenters’ Company
Catawba College
CC 2020
CC Bar Association
CC Community Foundation
CC Economic Development Council
CC Food Bank - 4
CC Health Education Facility Authority
CC Historical Society - 3
CC Hospital - 2
CC Library (Exton)
CC Night School
CC Youth Orchestra
Church Farm School
Community Design Collaborative
Cradles to Crayons
CVIM - 10
Delaware Botanic Garden
Delaware Center for the Inland Bays
Deveraux
East Bradford Elementary School
East Goshen Township Auditor
East Goshen Township Vacancy Comm.
Exchange Club Family Center
Exchange Club of WC
Fair Districts
Family Service of CC - 2
Family Services - 2
Fern Hill Elementary School
Friends Association - 2
Fullcare Service (White Horse Village)
Girl Scouts - 2
Global Leadership Academy

Good Works - 2
Goshen Fire Co. Fair
Habitat for Humanity - 4
Handi-Crafters
His Mission
Homeowners Association - 2
International - Compassion 
International
International - Crossroads Medical     
  Mission
International - Refuge 139
Jubilee Food Pantry - 4
Life Transforming Ministries
Luther House
Main Line Animal Rescue
Mary Taylor House
Meals on Wheels - 2
Melton Center
Migrant Ministry - 2
Neighborhood Block Captain
Neighborhood Hospice
Northstar of CC
Optimist
Other - caring for elderly family member
Other - Military organization
Other - shelter homeless persons on  
   property
Other - work with boys facing   
   challenges
Other.- call, visit lonely people
PA Association of Practical Nursing   
   Administrators
PA Railroad Museum
Paoli Hospital
Penn State
Pequea School District
Planned Parenthood
Ram Initiative (WCU) PALS Program
Safe Harbor - 6
Salvation Army - 4
Society for Preservation of Old Mills
Sophie Jane Darr Children’s Foundation
St. Agnes

Therapy Dogs International
Thresholds of CC
United Way
Uptown Knauer Theater
Vision Corps
WC Borough Planning Commission
WC Food Cupboard - 3
WC Senior Center
WC Women’s Shelter
WCASD Parent Events
Westtown Historic Commission
Westtown Thornbury PTO
Wings for Success
World Vision
FPC Service - 23



  Exploring Our Partnership through Experiences 

On Saturday, February 9, Fellowship Hall was transformed into a Central American café for an evening of good food 
and conversation, and presentations about our partnership with the Iglesia Evangélica Presbiteriana Getsemaní 
(Gethsemane Evangelical Presbyterian Church) of Villa Nueva, Guatemala. Our Guatemala Partnership Team 
provided a delicious central American dinner, featuring the traditional Guatemalan entrée known as pepian, a dish 
enjoyed by our First Pres delegation during their visit to Guatemala last November. So before the February dinner 
we reached out and emailed folks at the Iglesia Getsemaní congregation for the recipe. They happily gave it to us, 
and then pointed out that they had sent it to us several years ago so it could be included in our First Pres “Best of 
First” cookbook! (Check out “Mayan Chicken Fricassee” on page 223).

The evening included a ten-minute video created by Brooke Gamble, recalling the history of the 16-year 
partnership, with reflections from First Pres members who’ve been on partnership trips to Guatemala over the 
years. A highlight of the film was messages from long-time partnership leaders Al Thomas and Jim Austin. Al 
was in on the very beginning of the partnership, and Jim was on the Partnership Team for many years and made 
several trips to Guatemala. Interestingly, in recent years Al and Jim each moved at different times to Williamsburg, 
Virginia with their families, and both have become involved with the Williamsburg Presbyterian Church—which 
also has a ministry commitment in Guatemala. We know their experience will be much appreciated by their new 
congregation!

The First Pres delegation that visited Guatemala last fall included Becky Gamble, Brooke Gamble, Doug Congdon-
Martin, Peter Guman, and Pastor Steve Clark. Doug and Peter were not able to be at the event, although Doug’s 
wife Beth prepared the dinner beforehand; kudos to them for an incredible feast! Becky and Brooke and Pastor 
Steve shared memories and impressions from the trip and the relationships they formed with our sisters and 
brothers of the Getsemaní congregation. A repeated theme of the stories shared was the incredible warmth and 
hospitality felt from our Guatemalan hosts.

At the end of the evening, participants were invited to consider several options for being part of continuing 
this partnership ministry: helping host members of a Getsemaní delegation that will visit First Pres this coming 
November; being part of a First Pres delegation that will visit Guatemala in November 2020; or being part of the 
Partnership Team that oversees and guides this ongoing ministry. 

If you weren’t able to join us for this evening, watch for info in the coming days about how to access Brooke’s 
informative video on the First Pres website. And in the spring, when we have more details about the Getsemaní 
visitors coming in November, we’ll have details about how YOU can be part of sharing Radical Hospitality with our 
international guests!

If you want to know more about the Getsemaní Partnership ministry, contact Partnership Team co-chairs 
Elizabeth Guman (ecguman@gmail.com) or Kristy Douglas (kristymdouglas@gmail.com).

Getsemani Dinner



First Pres Travelers
“On the Road to Pittsburgh”

Come join the First Pres Travelers on “The Road to Pittsburgh.”
The trip on June 6-7 will involve many eclectic activities. We will observe the building of Harley Davidson 
motorcycles in York. There will be an opportunity to visit the Flight 93 Memorial and the Que Creek Mine Rescue 
site in Somerset County. The Hyatt Place Meadows Racetrack Hotel will offer us a splendid evening of recreation 
and rest. On Friday, a two-hour tour of Pittsburgh with a step-on guide will precede a ride on the Duquesne 
Incline. After lunch we will visit two of Frank Lloyd Wright’s designed homes: Falling Water and Kentuck Knob. 

Cost is:
$419pp Single
$349pp Double
$339pp Triple
$329pp Quad



Blanket Sunday Coming Soon!

Want to live longer? Several studies have proven that volunteering/giving helps you live longer.
We have the perfect volunteer/giving opportunity! Presbyterian Women are holding a bake sale during coffee 
hour to help Church World Service raise funds to purchase blankets for people surviving a natural disaster or 
surviving the cold weather.

Stop by our bake table on March 31, 2019 during coffee hour to assist us in our efforts.  Every $10 raised by us 
allows Church World Service to provide a blanket for someone in need.You too can blanket the world with love!

Linda Haake
Blanket Sunday Coordinator

Column Classics Welcomes Spring!

Please join us for an evening of celebrating love and welcoming spring 
(hopefully) at 7 pm on March 29th. The Chancel Ringers, JuBellation 
Ringers, soloist Lyndsay Varsaci and Michael Spaziani are going the 
entertain the audience at the convenient atmosphere of the Fellowship 
Hall.

 It’s a perfect event for a date night!

Save the Date!



FIRST PRES CONTACTComing up @ First Pres
• March 1-3: Weekend with the Arts
• March 6: Ash Wednesday worship service at 7 pm
• March 8: Family Field Trip to WCU Planetarium 7-8:30 pm
• March 10: Daylight Saving (Spring Forward!)
• March 15: Youth Lock-In-N-Out
• March 22: Movie Night
• March 31: PW Blanket Sunday; Connections Class
• April 11: Temple Grandin video stream
• April 18: Maundy Thursday worship 7 pm
• April 19: Good Friday worship 7pm
• April 21: Easter Sunrise at the Barn at Spring Brook Farm, 6:30 am
• April 21: Easter Sunday at First Pres, 9 am, 10:42 am

For a full calendar of events, visit 
www.firstpreswc.com or contact the church office.

In Memoriam
• John M. Wuetig, member from February 29, 1988 to January 9, 2019
• Stephen M. Tuttle, member from October 14, 2001 to June 25, 2018
• Sally N. Graham, member from May 7, 2006 to February 12, 2019

The sympathy and prayers of the congregation are extended to:
• Jim and Nancy Haughton and family in the death of Jim’s brother;
• Brian, Julie and Bailey Claeys and family in the death of Julie’s mother and 
Bailey’s grandmother;
• Jack and Barbara Thompson and family in the death of Barbara’s father:
• The family of John Wuetig;
• The family of Sally Graham;
• Nancy Tuttle and family in the death of her husband Stephen;
• Peter and Robin Latta and family in the death of Robin’s mother;
• Eleanor Lawman and family in the death of her husband;
• Lou and Allison Marcelli and 1family in the death of Allison’s father;
• John and Jill Sundquist and family in the death of John’s father;
• Steve and Jean Bitner and family in the death of Jean’s father;
• George and Nancy Craven and family in the death of Nancy’s mother.

Baptisms
• Elsa Katherine Mariani, born May 9, 2018, daughter of Michael Mariani and 
Amanda Sundquist;
• Mason Douglas Alvarez, born May 15, 2018, son of Daniel Alvarez and Morgan 
Bortle.
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