
   

It can be hard to know where to focus our energies, and, 
more critically, where we might hear God’s voice in the 
cacophony that surrounds us. 
 In the pages that follow, you will get a sense of 
how we at First Pres are seeking to see and serve God in 
these unprecedented times. You will read about how your 
Session is working to balance our desire to be together 
for worship with the need to keep our members and 

neighbors from becoming ill. There is information 
on our summer book study, an intentional 

step toward exploring the effects of 
racism in our communities and 

in the church. You will see the 
work that the Transition 

Team is doing to ensure 
that ministries continue 
during the pastoral 
transition time, and 
get an update on 
the interim minister 
search process. 
And hopefully you’ll 
also see how God is 
using First Pres to 
be a place of hope in 

our community, as we 
assist our neighbors with 

everything from rent to 
diapers to a new mattress 

for a gentleman settling into his 
first apartment after experiencing 

homelessness. 
 

We have said it before, and we will say it forever – 
we are honored to serve as your pastors.

  - Pastors Greg Stovell and Caroline Cupp
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First Presbyterian Church, West Chester, PA
Change in the Air
 Even in a church as busy as First Pres, when 
newsletter time rolls around there is typically a natural 
fit for the cover story: some significant event or program 
that is drawing the attention of our congregation. But 
as the staff sat down (virtually) to discuss this edition, 
we quickly realized that there were not one or even two, 
but easily five or more situations that in normal times 
would take center stage. Would we focus this 
issue on the ongoing covid-19 pandemic, 
both as it is affecting our worship 
practices and the many ways that 
the congregation has been 
supporting our neighbors in 
need? Would we explore 
what it means to be a 
person of faith at a time 
when protests against 
racism and police 
brutality are sweeping 
our nation? How 
we as a politically-
diverse congregation 
are navigating a 
presidential election 
year? The ways in 
which our church family 
has been connecting and 
finding hope in isolation? 
What about our first-ever all-
digital VBS, or the exciting summer 
book study plans? Music ministry in 
a time of pandemic? And of course, the 
pastoral transition as Greg looks ahead to a call 
in New York at the end of the summer. As we have all 
discovered, the sheer number of major issues vying for 
our collective attention is disorienting, even exhausting. 



Racial Justice Responses and Resources
As a predominantly white congregation, we ask the forgiveness of our sisters and brothers of color for all of the ways 
we have participated in systems of oppression, for the ways of which we are aware, and those our privilege has 
blinded us to. We ask this knowing whatever we say will be imperfect, insufficient, and may cause division. We speak 
because we are the church, called to confession and lament and to stand alongside all who grieve and cry out for 
justice.
 
As we seek to respond to this moment in our country’s history, we might do the following:
 
Be Outraged Like Jesus. Jesus was constantly outraged about the plight of the poor and the oppressed. As we watch 
the riots unfolding before us, we might ask what parts of them outrage us. Is it the destruction of property? The lack 
of funding for predominantly black schools? Mass incarceration? White supremacists infiltrating protests? If we’re more 
outraged about looting than about the loss of human life, we’re not outraged like Jesus.
 
Admit What We Don’t Know. Racism is more complex than individual feelings towards those of other races. Take this 
opportunity to learn from one of the many powerful resources available. Examples include the books White Fragility 
(DiAngelo), The Warmth of Other Suns (Wilkerson) and How to Be an Anti-Racist (Kendi). Parents, talk about racism with 
your kids; there are great books like Separate is Never Equal (Tonatiuh) and Something Happened in Our Town (Celano). 
If you’re looking for a great place to start, see this Sojourners article: https://sojo.net/artic…/our-white-friends-desiring-
be-allies. (See more resources at firstpreswc.com/racial-justice)
 
Be Bold. Christians are called to speak up against injustice, even if it costs us something. If we are afraid, we might 
remember that people of color are afraid all the time. Instead of retreating, we can use the fears we might have of 
saying something insensitive, rocking the boat, or offending a friend as a way of aligning ourselves with those who 
have fears much greater than these. Pray for courage. Pray for the willingness to do the right thing, even if it costs us 
something. Pray for the health, safety, and flourishing of people you don’t know, and may never meet. Pray and look for 
opportunities to be allies to people of color. Pray for the courage to live the costly life of a Christian.
 
Grieve. Grieve with those who have been watching their children suffer and die for generations due to violence 
and systems designed to enslave and oppress. Grieve for the business owners struggling to rebuild. Grieve for law 
enforcement leaders who must summon the willingness and courage to make needed reforms. Grieve for people of color 
whose safety and health are too often ignored in conversations about re-opening our country. Grieve for ourselves, who 
are coming face to face with our need for repentance.

Come, Lord Jesus – live among us, and make all things new.

Talking about racism is an emotional and complex subject. In normal times, we would be able to have all kinds of 
informal conversations following sermons and studies. We may be physically distant, but we are still able to speak 
with you one-on-one or in groups. To set up a time with one of your pastors, email us at gstovell@firstpreswc.com or 
ccupp@firstpreswc.com. 
            
       - Pastors Greg and Caroline

(Text originally appeared as a Facebook post on June 1)



Presbyterian Women Update
Dear Members and Friends of First Presbyterian Church of West Chester,
 Usually, in the spring and summer we ask you to donate the personal toiletry items from your travels and visits 
to spas.  Unfortunately, we will not be making the mini-spa bags this year and therefore will not be collecting those 
items. It is a different time in our world.   Thank you for all you do to help us.  
    
Please keep safe and stay safe during this unusual time,
 
Presbyterian Women’s Organization

Pastoral Transition Team
 The Transition Team, made up of three members of Session and three members at large, has been at work 
planning for the pastoral transition here at First Pres.  The process began by meeting with Connecting our Ministry 
Commission (COM) of Donegal Presbytery, who will be our partner in the transition.  
 As you will see in the overall timeline below, there are a number of key milestones which are targeted for 
the coming weeks.  Coming up on July 19th at 10:00 a.m., Session has called a Congregational Meeting in order to 
dissolve Greg’s call to First Pres.  Since we are not physically together, please stay tuned to weekly emails and other 
communications for the details of this virtual Congregational Meeting as well as information about how we will be 
celebrating Greg’s time with us.  
 The Transition Team, also serving as the Interim Pastor Nominating Committee (IPNC), has begun to advertise 
the Interim Pastor position through the church website as well as a number of channels. We expect to begin receiving 
resumes very soon.  
 Through the website and other communications, the Transition Team will continue providing more details as 
we move through the transition process, as well as answering any questions you may have. Transition Team members 
are also available to meet with any groups to discuss the process and answer questions. If you’d like to schedule 
a team member to meet with your group, or if you have questions or comments for the team, please email us at 
pastoralsearch@firstpreswc.com.

Spring - Fall 2020 Summer 2021 - Summer 2022Fall 2020 - Spring 2021
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Pastoral Transition Timeline



 From March through May, the people of First Pres raised over $100,000 to assist our neighbors in need. When 
the Lenten campaign begun, we had no idea that a global pandemic was right around the corner, and with it an 
economic crisis rivaling the Great Depression. You all stepped up to the challenge, adding a pandemic relief fund to the 
money already designated for those experiencing homelessness. Over the past months, these funds have been critically 
important in assisting our neighbors. They’ve also allowed us to expand our connections in the area, from establishing 
a relationship with El Buen Samaritano church on High Street to helping Kennett Area Community Services furnish the 
apartment of a gentleman coming out of homelessness. 

Projects have included:
 • Providing grants to two students graduating from the Promise Program at West Chester University to help with 
transportation and housing

 • Assisting over 50 members of El Buen Samaritano with rent, groceries, diapers, and housing repairs
 • Helping a mother pay for camp registration for her young son with disabilities
 • Purchasing a mattress and pillows for a man who had been unhoused
 • Paying for a van for a single mom to enable her to get to work.

 
 As the pandemic restrictions are lifted, we anticipate that a new housing crisis will emerge because evictions 
will no longer be prohibited. In anticipation of demand for emergency rental assistance, the Missions Committee has 
kept some of the Covid-19 funds available to meet urgent housing needs in the next few months, and are working 
with community partners like Devereax to identify families who can use this support. During this time of separation, 
we’ve also had the joy of being able to deepen our relationships with members of our community supported through 
these funds through Bible studies, prayer, and regular phone conversations. Thank you all who have contributed so 
generously.

Here to Help

Summer Book Study
Challenging Ourselves to Confront Racism
This summer, over 40 members of our church are coming together in three different groups to read, learn, and grow in 
their understanding of racism.  They are discussing topics including the meaning of the phrase white fragility, how to 
act in anti-racist ways, and how racism is present within churches.  These are hard topics to confront but we do so 
with humility and hope that God will teach us and help us to better honor and love the people of color in our community, 
our country and throughout all of God’s creation.



Youth Group 
Less Glamor, More Intention
 Our typical summer Youth schedule has 
gone out the window during this pandemic. We 
would normally be gearing up for a high school 
mission trip and a trip out to Pittsburgh with 
middle school students for the Great Escape, but 
this year things look different. Our students and 
leaders are definitely disappointed that we won’t 
be able to have those experiences. However, 
as a leadership team, we have taken a more 
intentional approach. 
 We can’t compete with the glamor trips 
produce: the lights, the band, the speakers. 
Where we can be better is in the area of 
intention. We have the ability to cater lessons 
and events to the specific needs of our students, rather than a one-size-fits-all approach. By recognizing this, we have 
been able to produce some meaningful experiences. 
  We have had to make sure that safety is first and foremost for the events being planned. When our county was 
still in the Red Phase, our youth leaders worked to group our students by address and distribute yard signs to each 
family in our youth ministry. Once we moved to the Yellow Phase, we were able to safely hold our drive-by graduation 

celebration. Our senior families appreciate everyone who joined in the day! 
As we look forward to the green phase, we are starting to think about 
what events may look like. Safely coming together as a group again is a 
high priority. We’re also beginning to look at how we might plan some local 
service projects with our mission partners and also how we might go about 
gathering in other meaningful ways. Our hope and prayer is that we are able 
to continue to speak into the lives of our students even within our current 
safety guidelines. 
 If there is one thing that this time has taught us, it is that less can be 
more; more meaningful, and more intentional. I know that I am grateful right 
now for a group of youth leaders who have continually shown up each week. 
They’ve decided that they would answer the call to continue to pour into our 
student’s lives. Each of the leaders has had to navigate new realities in their 
career and our students were able to witness what faith looks like in tough 
times just by their actions. Thank youth leaders for your intentional care 
during unprecedented times. 



First Pres is blessed to have an incredible, 
dedicated, and talented brass group. Both a 
regular rehearsal and performance schedule 
were implemented in the fall of 2019, which 
brought both excitement within the ensemble,
as well as an increased performance level. 
Earlier this year, the group (newly named Miner 
Street Brass), decided upon by the participating 
brass players. In February 2020, Miner Street 
Brass established the Brass Scholar Fund 
to provide a scholarship for a West Chester 
University student who will play with the 
ensemble for a season, similar to that of the 
Choral Scholars and the Chancel Choir. Most 
recently, MSB led worship on June 14th at the 9 
am service, performed a mini concert out on the 
front steps of the church, and then proceeded to 
give a concert (outdoors) for the residents of the 
Mary Taylor House at Hickman Friends Senior Community Center of West Chester. Three commitments in one morning, 
two of which were community outreach? Way to go, MSB! An Events Coordinator of the Mary Taylor House shared that 
most of the residents have not stepped outside the building since mid-March. What a joy it must have been for them to 
relax outside, enjoy the sunshine, and listen to a brass group play hymns and patriotic tunes. Many were so engaged 
with the repertoire they sang along to the tunes they knew. We are surely blessed to have such a giving, talented, and 
committed brass ensemble here at First Pres! Let’s get to know the members:

Joe Battavio
Instrument: Trombone
Daytime job: President - Battavio Plumbing, Heating and Cooling
Musical background: I played saxophone for two years starting in 3rd grade before moving to my father’s old 
trombone. My mother is a retired elementary music teacher and always taught piano lessons in our house. Continued 
with trombone, and some guitar, through middle and high school playing in the jazz and marching bands. I have not 
picked it back up for 15 years before playing with MSB. 

“I love playing with MSB because the music is always challenging and the group is extremely talented. My music 
reading improves with each rehearsal and having an ongoing personal development (that does not have to do with 
work) is self-fulfilling.”
  
Doug Congdon-Martin 
Instrument: French horn
Daytime job: Retired book editor
Musical background: I started on trumpet in fourth grade, switched to French horn in seventh, and played through 
high school and college, before putting it aside for four-plus decades. The high points of my musical career were as the 
principal horn player in the Michigan Youth Symphony and as a paid professional for one summer. Alas, now there are 
days when I feel like I’m back in fourth grade—forty years of inactivity has taken its toll!

“I love playing with the Miner Street Brass because of the opportunity to make music with some pretty talented 
people, to contribute to the worship life of the church, and, sometimes, to reach out to the community with the 
universal language of music.”

Miner Street Brass



Ron Ford
Instrument: Trumpet, flugelhorn and piccolo trumpet
Daytime Job: Ford’s Auto Body
Musical background: Majored in music for three semesters at West Chester University. I currently play in the West 
Chester Community Band, a big band called the Swing Kings and sub in with a band called 22 Park Avenue. 
 
“I think I get the most enjoyment playing with the Miner Street Brass. The small brass ensemble is challenging and 
playing in church enriches me because I feel I am serving the church and God through our music.”

Pete Galloway
Instrument: Tuba
Daytime job: Assistant Dean of Students, West Chester University
Musical background: Started playing baritone horn in 4th grade, switched to tuba in 7th grade. Played in Band and 
Orchestra throughout my school years, as well as Stage Band and Pit Orchestra in high school. Started college as a 
Music Education major, but then switched to Business. After moving to West Chester, I played in the 49ers Chorus 
Christmas program for a number of years, and have played in various First Pres Brass ensembles for many years, in 
addition to being in the Chancel Choir and Chancel Ringers.

“I love playing with MSB because I am honored to add my God given musical ability to those of other talented players 
to be part of the worship ministry of the church.”

Jim Haughton 
Instrument: trumpet
Daytime job: Systems engineer at Lockheed Martin
Musical background: I started taking piano lessons in 3rd grade. Started playing trumpet in 4th grade. I sang 
and played trumpet with various school groups through high school. My father was choir director at Westminster 
Presbyterian Church for many years. He, my brother and I played trumpet trios in church often.

“I love playing with MSB because it allows me to continue the tradition of enjoying and sharing the gift of music with 
the church and the greater community.”

Dave Kolonauski
Instrument: Trombone
Daytime Job: I studied nuclear engineering, currently manager of Professional Services for Infoblox
Musical Background: I started playing the trombone in 4th grade and layed in the swing band, the concert band, the 
marching band and the pit orchestra in high school. Unfortunately I did not play while I was in college, but played in 
the Navy Marching Band at Office Candidate School in Newport, RI because it meant I did not have to attend colors in 
the morning. I stopped playing for 20 years and then started playing at Calvary Fellowship Church in Downingtown for 
musicals and as part of the worship team. Currently I play with the Miner Street Brass, for my church worship team, 
West Chester Community Band and the West Chester Swing Kings.

“I love playing with MSB because it truly is a great group of musicians and the music is challenging and fun to play. I 
have always enjoyed using my musical talent to touch others in church through music.”

Dean Rasmussen
Instrument: Trumpet, cornet and flugelhorn
Daytime job: Retired after 33 years in the pharmaceutical industry as a Sales Manager
Musical Background: I started with cornet in elementary school and played in concert and marching bands through 
college. Did not play for 30 years. At my wife Amy’s suggestion I started back at First Pres Christmas Eve gigs on front 
porch. Before the current pandemic I was playing with The Grateful Alive, entertaining seniors at retirement homes, VAs 
and senior centers. Highlights include winning a district music contest in high school and playing with the Miner Street 
Brass. 

“I love playing with MSB because of the high musical level of its members, Sandor’s amazing leadership and the 
selections that we prepare and present. I also greatly enjoy the sense of community among the players.”



Earlier this year, the Christian Education Committee and Trustees began collaborating to update and improve Herron 
Lounge.  Progress was able to continue over the spring and the project is now complete.  The improvements brought 
new life to the space and increased its utility as a gathering area for church members, visitors, and families.  The half 
of the room closest to the Front Office was designed to facilitate easy communication and comfort for meetings and 
Bible studies, and as a warm, welcoming space for weekday visitors to the church. The half of the room closest to the 
elevator is set up for families and children, many of whom gather in that space during Coffee Hour on Sunday mornings.

The improvements include:
• New furniture with a more modern design
• Painted all surfaces (walls, doors, trim) in the same color scheme as the Chapel and Fellowship Hall
• Installed new energy-efficient LED lighting
• Cleaned all carpets, including the area at the main entrance to the church

We look forward to many years of church and community members enjoying time in this space!

Congratulations to all the college and high school graduates in the wildly upredicatable year that has been 2020. May 
God continue to bless you in your studies, your lives, and your relationships. Know that we will always cheering you on, 
praying for you, and we’ll always be a support that you can count on. Again, Congratulations! 

East High School
Rustin High School
East High School
Rustin High School
Henderson High School
East High School

High School
Makenzie Battavio
Knox Hambleton
George Nicolson
Andrew Single
Lucy Krug
Olivia Scarborough

College
Casey Bitner
Elizabeth D’Ginto
Stephen Franks
Katie Gergel
Sarah Kiley
Henry Sappey
Truman Sappey
Andie Spatig
Kendall Turner
Colin Nicolson

American University
Temple University
West Chester University
Penn State University
West Chester University
Monmouth University
PA College of Art & Design
University of Pittsburgh
Temple University
Campbell University

Heron Lounge Gets A New Look

Congratulations Graduates



William Osgood Abbott was born on June 11. William is 
the son of Max and Adele Abbott, and the grandson of 
Franny and Franny Abbot

Scarlett Elizabeth Damadio was born on February 15 
to Diane and Bret Damadio. Pictured are Scarlett’s 
brothers, Simon and Drew. 

New Life: In the midst of fear, pain, suffering, 
confusion, and everything else the world can throw 
at us, two powerful tools for a person of faith are 
trust and hope. New life brings that to the forefront 
of our minds in a ways very few things can. We hope 
for a better world and these little ones give us reason 
to work toward it. We trust that the God who called 
these children into existence is at work in the world 
they now call their home.

Willa Laureen Congdon-Maser was born April 24, 2020 
to Liddy Congdon-Martin and Ben Maser. Willa is the 
granddaughter of Doug and Beth Congdon-Martin.

Daisy Anastasia Edwards was born June 18, 2020. Daisy is 
the granddaughter of Brian and Rita Parker.

Celebrating New Life



FIRST PRES

CONTACT

COMING UP @ FIRST PRES
• Week of July 6: Summer Book Studies Begin

• July 15-16: Red Cross Blood Drive

• July 19: Congregational Meeting - 10:00 a.m. via Zoom

• July 19: Youth Preachers in Worship (9:00 & 10:42)

• August 2: Pastor Greg’s Final Sermon at First Pres

For a full calendar of events, visit 
www.firstpreswc.com or contact the church office.

In Memoriam
• Wanda R. LaVigne, member from February 26, 1990 to May 6, 2020
• Mary Ann Gitzendanner, member from February 26, 1996 to May 12, 2020
• Charles Gitzendanner, member from February 26, 1996 to May 28, 2020 
• Barbara B. Dickens, member from November 21, 1971 to June 24, 2020

The sympathy and prayers of the congregation are extended to:
• Russ and Lisa Buckley and family in the death of Lisa’s aunt
• The family of Wanda Lavigne
• The family of Charles and Mary Ann Gitzendanner
• Josh and Carrie Aversa and family in the death of Josh’s grandfather
• Gene and Gail Rader and family in the death of Gail’s uncle
• Lan and Betty Sue Spilman in the death of Lan’s brother

Senior Pastor 
Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell
gstovell@firstpreswc.com

Executive Pastor
Rev. Caroline Cupp
ccupp@firstpreswc.com

Program
Director of Music: Sándor Kádár
skadar@firstpreswc.com 

Children’s Music/Accompanist: Kira Boros
kboros@firstpreswc.com
   
Director of Engagement: Elizabeth Hess
ehess@firstpreswc.com
  
Youth Ministry: Cole Seaman
cseaman@firstpreswc.com
  
Director of Christian Education: Sara Pantazes
spantazes@firstpreswc.com
   
Creative Arts Director: Eric Hankins
ehankins@firstpreswc.com

Nursery Coordinator: Maurisa Warren
mwarren@firstpreswc.com

Bucket School Director: Jen Drap 
jdrap@firstpreswc.com
  

Church Office
 
Finance and Operations Director: Jeff Somers
jsomers@firstpreswc.com

Office Manager: Karen Goldstein
kgoldstein@firstpreswc.com

Administrative Assistant: Claire Kramer
ckramer@firstpreswc.com

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW  

Red Cross Blood Drive
Because of the success of our previous blood drive in June, the Red Cross is 
hosting another two-day drive at First Pres on July 15 & 16. If you are willing 
and able to donate blood in this crucial time, the drive will be from 12:00 p.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. on both days. To sign up, please visit redcrossblood.org and 
search “firstpreswc”.


