
 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Pentecost Sunday 

May 23, 2021  9:00am 
 

“When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place….”  
   –Acts 2:1 

 

Prior to the service, you are invited to prepare yourself for worship. 
Some people prefer to meditate or pray, while others may chat quietly  

with their fellow-worshippers as a way to connect and focus.  
As the prelude begins, please prepare for worship in quiet attentiveness. 

 

Prelude                                                      Ev’ry Time I Feel the Spirit 
                                                                  Traditional Spiritual 
Welcome 
 

Our worship leaders call us to worship, to draw our attention forward and upward. 
 

*Call to Worship  Psalm 104:24, 35b 
O Lord, how manifold are your works! 
In wisdom you have made them all; the earth is full of your creatures. 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 
Praise the Lord!  
 

We focus our attention on God’s Glory and offer our praise in word and song. 
 

*Opening Prayer 
Awakening God, We need the Holy Spirit.   
We pray for your empowering Spirit to be poured out on us. Remind us of the first 
stirrings of trust within our hearts, that we might once again feel our commitment to you 
as we felt it at the first. By your prodding Spirit, embolden us to venture out beyond the 
confines of our sanctuary, out into the world where you are busy calling all people to 
yourself. Make us worthy of your gift. Amen. 
 

*Hymn # 280                                  Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us 

 *You are invited to stand as you desire.  



Reflecting on God’s Glory makes us aware of our common sinfulness and need for forgiveness. 
This honesty before God and each other opens our hearts  

to receive God’s forgiveness, which we celebrate with word and song. 
 

*Prayer of Confession and Assurance of Forgiveness 
God of Life, we come seeking a word that will sustain us. 
We admit, O God, how seldom we have thanked you for our many gifts. You have given us 
so much that we have learned not to notice. Forgive us and teach us to see with new eyes. 
Help us to share with others out of our abundance. Then we will truly understand the 
many languages that others speak, and we will proclaim boldly your good news for them 
and all to hear through the gifts of your Holy Spirit. Amen! 
 

God knows the hearts of all. 
Let us worship our Loving God,  
and rejoice in the power of the Holy Spirit that is greater than the sin of the world!  
We declare today for all to hear: 
In Jesus Christ, we all are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen! 
 

*Response                                                                                                                           Meineke 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

Forgiven and restored, we give of what God has given us in time, talents, and treasure, 
and we pray together as an active part of our worship and witness. 

 

Ministry Updates 
(Tithes and Offerings may be placed in offering basket in narthex before or after service) 

 

Receiving of a New Member  Michelle Eisenhower 
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 

The Scriptures hold a central place in our worship and so are read early and often. 
The music and messages are designed to help interpret the Scriptures 

and help us to apply them to our daily living. 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
Your Holy Spirit has alerted us, encouraged us, and enlivened us, O God, to engage with 
your words of scripture. On this special day, let your Spirit loose in our midst. Amen! 
 



Scripture Reading Acts 2:1-21 
When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of 
fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and 
began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Now there were devout Jews from every nation 
under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one 
heard them speaking in the native language of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are 
speaking Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, 
and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts 
of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own 
languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one 
another, “What does this mean?” But others sneered and said, “They are filled with new wine.” 
 

But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is 
only nine o’clock in the morning. No, this is what was spoken through the prophet Joel: ‘In the last days it will be, 
God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your 
young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in 
those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall prophesy. And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs 
on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. The sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood, before the coming of the Lord’s great and glorious day. Then everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.’ 
 

Children’s Message 
Following the children’s message, kids are invited to meet Ms. Sara for story time in Fellowship Hall. 

They will return to their families after the sermon. 
 

Response                                             God of Great and God of Small 
 

Special Music                                                                   My Spirit be Joyful 
                                                            Johann Sebastian Bach 
 

Sermon                        “The Spirit of Truth is Here! Let it Blow!”  
 

*Affirmation of Faith  A Brief Statement of Faith 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. The Spirit 
justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and 
neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the Church. 
The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles rules our faith and life in Christ 
through Scripture, engages us through the Word proclaimed, claims us in the waters of 
baptism, feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, and calls women and 
men to all ministries of the Church. In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us 
courage to pray without ceasing, to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and 
Savior, to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, to hear the voices of peoples long 
silenced, and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. In gratitude to God, 
empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks and to live holy and 
joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord 
Jesus!”  (11.4) 
 



*Hymn # 291                                                                                                                              Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness  
We are sent into the world to bear witness to God’s Glory and Love, 

knowing that God has gone ahead of us to prepare the way 
 and to prepare the people we will help. 

Worship ends on this hopeful note and continues in all we do and become. 
 

*Blessing and Response                                                                      
 

Postlude    Sortie 
                                                              Marius Monnikendam            
     

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST PRES 
Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor; 
Sandor Kadar, Director of Music; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist; The Owls Nest Brass Quartet: John Dolan 
and Ron Ford, trumpet; Charity Harter, tuba; Mary Ann Quarry, Euphonium. Greeter: Dennis Park.  
 

About Today’s Service Pentecost is the Greek name for the Feast of Weeks, a prominent feast in ancient 
Israel, celebrating the giving of the Law. In the Christian liturgical year, it is celebration of the arrival of the 
Holy Spirit, which signifies the "Birthday of the Church." 
 

Prayer for Today I came here today, Always-Present God, to worship you and to celebrate the birthday of 
the church. Thank you for the Holy Spirit that helps me to live gratefully, and for the times of inspiration I 
have enjoyed with this part of your family of faith. Amen. 
 

In Memoriam - Charles L. Young, member of First Presbyterian Church from June 3, 1945 to May 16, 2021;  
Joy M. Pietschmann, member of First Presbyterian Church from May 27, 1981 to May 14, 2021; Gwen Haines, 
member of First Presbyterian Church from November 18, 1951 to May 12, 2021.  
 

Our sympathy and prayers are with Gerry Young and family in the death of her husband Charles; with the 
family of Joy Pietschmann; with Susan Casso-Rogers and family in the death of her mother, Gwen Haines, 
and with Darrell Cook and Diane Pazdalski and families in the death of their father, J. Edwin Cook. 

 

Congregational Conversation Immediately following each worship service today, our Session will provide a 
brief presentation on our progress, our anticipated timeline, and our objectives during this transition. We 
are also invited to join in a zoom gathering on Thursday, May 27, at 7:30pm, to share questions, comments, 
and ideas. More information will be in the Wednesday e-news.  
 

Prayer Walk: This week, we’re asking church members and friends to take a prayer walk around town. We 
have a list of 15 locations in town and ask that you say a brief prayer for each (a sample is provided) as you 
do the walk. The church is reaching out to let them know that we are praying for them. No need to sign up; 
although photos or a quick note to say that you did it are welcome (ehess@firstpreswc.com). Feel free to 
tag us online with #fpcprayerwalk. Not a walker? A “virtual” prayer walk at home would be great! The list is 
available at firstpreswc.com/prayer-walk or take a paper copy found at the back of the Sanctuary. 
  
Summer Activities: If you’re looking for something fun to do this summer as we collectively ease back into 
adding things to our calendars, First Pres is offering some summer activities for all ages. Some groups will 
meet weekly and some monthly; the comfort levels of those who sign up will determine whether it’s in-
person or online. More details can be found at firstpreswc.com/summeractivities. 
 

2021 Contributions - Current contributions as of 5/19/21 are $424,228 out of $1,047,133 budgeted.  
 



 
 
 
 


