
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

First Sunday in Lent 
 

                               February 21, 2021   

 
9:00 am 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Try to keep your soul always in peace and quiet, 
always ready for whatever your Lord may wish 

to work in you. 
  --Ignatius of Loyola 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Prelude                 Proclamation 
           Kevin McChesney 

 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship           
 God meets us in the night – 
 Before the sun rises, 
 before the wound heals, 
 before all is known, 
 before we feel peace. 
 
 God meets us in the light – 
 Where joy bubbles up, 
 where laughter catches us, 
 where we’re surprised by beauty, 
 where people gather around the table. 
 
 God meets us at the threshold – 
 At the edge of the water, 
 at the beginning of the wilderness, 
 at the start of something new, 
 on the edge of faith. 
 
 And if God meets us in all those places, 
 then surely God meets us all the places in between –  
 Staying with us through the wildernesses of our lives. 
 We are not alone. God is all around. 
 Let us worship God here. Let us worship God now. 
  
 
Opening Prayer 
 Loving God, you have made covenant with us 
 and with every living creature. 
 We thank you for all the signs you offer of your Holy Spirit: 
 Hovering over creation, 
 your Spirit also covers us. 
 With all your children we give you glory and honor. 
 In your name we pray, Amen. 
 
Hymn #  165                                                                         The Glory of These Forty Days 
 
Prayer of Confession 

God who meets us where we are—There is nowhere we can go that you are not.  
You were with Jesus at his baptism.  
You were with him in the wilderness, 
and even in between, you were there,  
saying, “This is my beloved.”  
 
We know that you are with us too—  
In the good, the bad, and everything in between— 
But so often we act like we are alone.  
 



Instead of coming to you with our hurt,  
we hold it in or cast it onto others.  
Instead of coming to you with our joy,  
We credit ourselves and offer you nothing.  
 
How can we long for a deeper relationship with you  
while living like you are nowhere to be found?  
Forgive our self-centered ways.  
Remind us that in every breath, in every step, you are there. 
 
You are the God who meets us where we are.  
Before and behind, above and below, within and around. Amen.  
 

 
Assurance of Forgiveness 

Family of faith, if you hear nothing else today, hear this:  
God is here. God sees you. God knows you. God meets you at the edge of every new beginning, 
And God calls you beloved. 
We are washed by the water. We are called beloved.  
Thanks be to God for a love like that. Amen. 
 
 

Response                                        Land of Rest 
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Ministry Updates 
 
Moment for Ministry  Matthew 25 Update  
         Elder Doug Congdon-Martin 
 
 
Special Music                 The Storm Shall Pass 
                 Jacob Erdman & Matthew Compton 
       
         
Prayers of the People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
 
Giving and Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 
 
 



Offertory            Doctor Gradus ad Parnassum 
    Claude Debussy 
                                                       
Hymn # 293         Loving Spirit 
          
 
Prayer for Illumination 

Holy God, as we prepare to read your Word, 
we pray that once again, you would meet us here.  
Meet us in our hope and our heartache. 
Meet us in our fear and our joy. 
Meet us in our cupped hands and clenched fists.  
And even if we do not have a sky-parting moment of clarity, 
even if we do not hear the words, “This is my beloved,” 
ringing in our ears, 
we will trust that you are near, 
always and forever meeting us here. Gratefully we pray, Amen.  

 
 
Scripture Reading Mark 1:9-15 

Jesus is baptized 
 
 
 
Sermon                                            “Baptism by Fire” Caroline Cupp 
 
 
Affirmation of Faith   

We believe in a God who is everywhere and right here,  
bigger than the sky and in the smallest details,  
all at once and in every moment.  
 
We believe that God meets us where we are—  
In heartbreak and high hopes,  
around crowded tables and in quiet homes,  
in joy and in suffering,  
in loneliness and in connection.  
 
We believe that nothing we do or leave undone  
can distance us from God’s love.  
God is forever drawing us close and pulling us in.  
Again and again, God meets us where we are  
and invites us into wholeness.  
Thanks be to God for a love like that.  

 
 
 
 
Hymn # 309   Come, Great God of All the Ages 
 
 
 
 



 
Lenten Charge & Blessing 

As you leave this space, 
May your mouth speak of God’s goodness.  
May your arms hold those in need.  
May your feet walk toward justice.  
May your heart trust its worth. 
May your soul dance in God’s grace. 
And may this be your rhythm— 
Again and again and again,  
Until God’s promised day. 
In the name of the Lover, the Beloved, and Love itself,  
Go with courage, go with heart, go in peace. Amen.  

  
 
Postlude                     Postlude in Classical Style 

 Gordon Young 
             

    
    

 

FIRST PRES MATTERS 
 

Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor;  
Sandor Kadar, Director of Music; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist, The Chancel Ringers, The JuBellation Ringers. 
 
This service was adapted from a liturgy written by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 
 
Family Hike – First Pres families will be gathering at Okehocking Preserve on Saturday, February 27 at 10 a.m. for a 
family hike!  Bring your kids, dogs, water bottles and masks, and we’ll enjoy being together in the great wintery 
outdoors. We may need to make a last minute change depending on weather, so please let Sara Pantazes know if 
you plan to attend.   
  
The February Anti-Racism Conversation, in honor of Black History Month, will focus on the black church.  We will 
gather on Zoom on Sunday, February 21 from noon – 1 pm.  Participants are invited to do some learning on their own 
ahead of the conversation.  Suggested resources are available at www.firstpreswc.com/racial-justice.  Contact Sara 
Pantazes with any questions.  
 
Our sympathy and prayers are with Earl and Elle Lewis and family in the death of their son-in-law, and with Phil and 
Gwyn Heaver and family in the death of Phil's sister. 
 
We are happy to announce the birth of Miller Frances Abbott, born February 17, 2021, daughter of Cody and Liza 
Abbott and granddaughter of Franny and Franny Abbott. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.firstpreswc.com/racial-justice


 

 
 
 
The above graph shows the giving amount as of 2/17/2021 compared to the full year goals for contributions 
so far.  This chart will be presented each week to keep the congregation well-informed of our progress. 
Further details can be found on the Financial Reporting page on our website.     

 


