
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
 

Christ the King Sunday 
 

November 22, 2020  9:00am 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Anyone who has ever struggled with poverty  
knows how extremely expensive it is to be poor.” 

   –James Baldwin 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.brainyquote.com/authors/james-baldwin-quotes


Welcome 
 
Prelude    Awake the Trumpet’s Lofty Sound 
    George Frideric Handel 
 
Call to Worship            Psalm 100:1-2, 5 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth.  
Worship the Lord with gladness; come into his presence with singing.  
For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever,  
And his faithfulness to all generations. 
 
Opening Prayer 
We praise you, O Christ, as the King of all kings and the Lord of all lords. Give us eyes to see your truth at work in our 
hearts and lives, to make us aware of the awesome responsibility of being your disciples. Give us minds eager to 
know, to learn, and to pursue the answers to life’s great questions. Give us faith so that we may live lives that honor 
Christ and exhibit to the world who we believe him to be: Jesus Christ is the King! Amen! 
 
 
Hymn # 268                                                                                                                                            Crown Him with Many Crowns    
         
 
Prayer of Confession 
Majestic Lord, you came among us not only to heal, to teach, and to care, but also to rule. Ultimate authority is in 
your hands, our Lord and King. And yet we often become so familiar and comfortable with you, that we forget 
your true identity. We act as though we can take you or leave you, turn our faith on or off whenever it’s 
convenient. Help us to be better conduits of your grace every moment of every day. Help us, Eternal Christ, to live 
in such a way that others may see evidence of your power and your reign in the world through us. Amen! 
 
Assurance of Forgiveness 
There is no place that Christ may not be found—if we call and are attuned to the Spirit. 
King Jesus has heard our confession and forgives our sin. 
There is a confidence involved in being a follower of Jesus Christ. Forgiveness breeds hope within  
and sharing forgiveness beyond ourselves. 
In Jesus Christ, we all are forgiven! Alleluia! Amen! 

 
Response                                        Meineke 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 
Children’s Message 
 
Ministry Updates 
 

Scripture Reading                       Ezekiel 35:11-16 

The Prophet Ezekiel declares judgment against Edom 

  
Special Music    Aria in Stile Antico 
    Stefan Donaudy 
   
 
 
 



 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Giving and Receiving of Tithes and Offerings 
 
 
Offertory        I Want Jesus to Walk with Me 
                                                       Traditional Spiritual 
    arr. Hal Hopson 
 
Prayer of Dedication   
 
 
Hymn # 336    We Gather Together     
            
 
 
Scripture Reading   Matthew 25:31-46 

Jesus tells an extended parable of sheep, goats, and God’s priorities 
          
 
Sermon    “The Final Exam” Bob Sheldon 
 
 

Affirmation of Faith from the Confession of 1967 

Biblical visions and images of the rule of Christ, such as a heavenly city, a father’s house, a new heaven and earth, a 
marriage feast, and an unending day culminate in the image of the kingdom. The kingdom represents the triumph 
of God over all that resists his will and disrupts his creation. Already God’s reign is present as a ferment in the 
world, stirring hope in people and preparing the world to receive its ultimate judgment and redemption. With an 
urgency born of this hope, the church applies itself to present tasks and strives for a better world. It does not 
identify limited progress with the kingdom of God on earth, nor does it despair in the face of disappointment and 
defeat. In steadfast hope, the church looks beyond all partial achievement to the final triumph of God. (9.54-55)  
  
 
Hymn # 269    Lead On, O King Eternal! 
  
Blessing  
 
Response   He Is King of Kings 
 
Postlude   Fanfare 
               George Frideric Handel 

    
    



WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST PRES 
 

Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor;  
Sandor Kádár, Director of Music; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist; Ron Ford and Evan Roberts, trumpet; Fred Spaziani, 
timpani; Lyndsay Varsaci, soprano; Kiana Rivera, alto; Michael Spaziani, baritone.  

 
Our sympathy and prayers are with Corky and Sharlene Kessler and family in the death of their son, Brian,  
and with Alex and Lindsay (Adams) Dowd and family in the death of Alex’s mother. 

 
Bucket School Teachers Needed - Do you have a passion for working with preschoolers?  The Bucket School is on the 
lookout for a teacher to help teach our Thursday and Friday morning two-year-old class starting in January.  We are 
also looking for substitute teachers to help with all ages.  If you are interested, please contact Jen Drap at 
jdrap@firstpreswc.com. 
 
The Giving Tree is Here! – It looks a little different this year, but there are still opportunities to support our 
neighbors in need this Christmas season. Choose a gift from our Giving Tree Sign Up Genius (found under “Sign Up” 
on the First Pres home page) and have labeled, unwrapped gifts mailed directly to the church or drop them off on 
December 6 (12-2) or December 7 (12-3). For questions, contact Pastor Caroline at ccupp@firstpreswc.com. The 
Giving Tree program is held in loving memory of Lynn Keiler Wallace, daughter of Carol Keiler and mother of Kelsey 
Wallace. 
 
Deliver Poinsettias – The deacons are delivering poinsettias to our senior church members and would love a few 
friendly helpers to leave flowers at their doorsteps. To sign up, contact Pastor Caroline at ccupp@firstpreswc.com. 
 
Comfort and Joy – As part of this season’s Comfort and Joy service to be streamed on December 13, we are creating 
a wreath of lament filled with the names and situations on people’s hearts this year. To have a name or word added 
to the wreath, please contact Pastor Caroline at ccupp@firstpreswc.com by December 1.  

 
Thanksgiving Zoom - We give thanks for you, our church family! Knowing that many of us may be more isolated on 
Thanksgiving Day this year and unable to gather with family and friends, we are planning a “Zoom Thanksgiving 
Drop-In” on Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 26th, from 3 - 4 p.m. The Zoom link will be on the church 
website and in the weekly email the week before, or email Elizabeth Hess (ehess@firstpreswc.com) to have it 
emailed to you. We hope that you will drop in for all or part of this hour to say hello to others. All are welcome! 
 
Christmas Card Shower - Especially during the holidays, the physical distance from one another can feel especially 
hard. We are hoping to bring some Christmas cheer to our senior members with a Christmas Card Shower! If you 
would be interested in taking part, email Elizabeth Hess (ehess@firstpreswc.com) and she will send you three 
names and addresses to send cards.  
 
Women's Group - All ladies are invited this winter to join in a monthly women's group via Zoom on the first 
Wednesdays of the month at 6:30 p.m. We'll spend an hour or so catching up with one another and having good 
conversation. No need to prep ahead and no need to sign up! The link will be posted in the weekly First Pres emails, 
or contact Elizabeth Hess (ehess@firstpreswc.com) to be emailed the link. Our first Zoom will be Wednesday, Dec. 2 
at 6:30 p.m. 
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The above charts show the giving amount as of 11/18/2020 compared to the 2020 full year goal as well as 
the 2021 pledges so far. These charts will be presented each week to keep the congregation well-informed 
of our progress. Further details can be found on the Financial Reporting page on our website. 


