
 



 

Merry Christmas. 
This interactive worship is a special service 

as we celebrate Christmas in new ways. 

 
If you are able, please have the following with you: 

 
An Advent wreath or candle with matches 

A cell phone or computer 
Post-It Notes or paper and a pen 

 

Prelude                                                                                                                                                       Christmas Fantasy 

                                                                                                                                                                 arr. Kiyo Wantanabe 

 
Welcome 
 
Call to Worship 

 
You are invited to light the candles on your Advent wreath as the prayer is spoken. 

 
Here on this Christmas Sunday we speak of love. 
We speak of joy. 
We speak of candlelight and carols. 
We speak of dreams fulfilled. 
We speak of glorias and angel choruses. 
We speak the words, “Do not be afraid.” 
Here on this Christmas Sunday we are called to speak, 
for the world needs a light. 
A light that shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness does not overcome it. 
Let us worship and listen. Then, let us speak.   

       
Hymn # 132                                                                                                                                              Good Christian Friends, Rejoice 
 

 
Prayer of Confession 

God of today and tomorrow,  
We know  
That your fingerprints are all over this world.  
And we know  
That those who dream cannot keep silent.  
So today we pray,  
Give us eyes to see you. 
Give us courage to trust you.  
And give us lips to speak of you in our midst.  
Gratefully we pray, 
Amen. 

 



Assurance of Forgiveness 
 God’s love is vaster than the oceans and the mountains, 
 God’s grace is greater than any obstacles we can muster. 
 So let us dream with God and each other of the wonders of life together. 
 In Jesus Christ, we all are forgiven! Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Being the Church 

Take a moment to text, email, or say a prayer for someone in this congregation. 
Think of the people who have proclaimed the good news. 

Send them a message of peace or a short blessing, giving thanks for them. 
 
 

Ministry Updates 
 
Giving and Receiving of Offerings 
  
Hymn # 124                                                                                                                                                                                Still, Still, Still 
 
Scripture Reading Luke 2:22-40 

Jesus is presented in the temple 

22 When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to 
the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or 
two young pigeons.” 
25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and devout, looking forward 
to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he 
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; 
and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 Simeon took 
him in his arms and praised God, saying, 
29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
    according to your word; 
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation, 
31     which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles 
    and for glory to your people Israel.” 
33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon blessed them 
and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign 
that will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul 
too.” 
36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived 
with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. 38 At that moment she came and began to praise 
God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of Jerusalem. 
39 When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. 40 The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. 
 
Reflect 

Choose one or more questions to reflect upon  
by writing, drawing, or talking with those near you. 

 



1. Notice the characters in this passage. Imagine what they might be feeling. Which character(s) do you relate 
to the most – Mary, Joseph, Simeon, or Anna? 

2. The text says that Simeon was ‘moved by the Spirit’ (verse 27). Have you ever felt ‘moved’ by the Spirit? 
What does that look like for you? 

3. Both Anna and Simeon publicly display their faith, telling all who will listen about Jesus. What things do you 
speak up about? What are things you’ve remained silent about? What prevents you from speaking? 

4. Who in your life has been an Anna and Simeon for you? What did they speak about, and how did their 
profession change you? 

 
 
Special music                                                                                                                                                               Mary, Did You Know? 

     Mark Lowry &  Buddy Greene  

 
Reflective Prayer 

To practice speaking aloud our dreams for the world, 
write three things on your paper or one on each Post-It note: 

1. Anna and Simeon began speaking by praising God. Write something that you are grateful for – a piece of 
good news, worthy of praise. 

2. Anna and Simeon had dreams for a better world. Write a dream you have for the world that we need to 
speak about. 

3. Anna and Simeon speak and are heard, but not all people are listened to with the same equality in our world. 
Think of one person or group of people who are speaking but are not being heard. May this be a reminder 
that we can use our voices for and alongside others. 

 
Special music                                                                                                                                                   Go, Tell It on the Mountain 
                                                                                                                                                                                           Traditional Spiritual   
 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 

 
If you are worshipping over Facebook,  

take a moment and share something of what you’ve written in the comments. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.  

 
 
Hymn # 144                                                                                                                                                               In the Bleak Midwinter 

                  
 
Affirmation of Faith 

We believe in telling the story— 
 the story of a loving and merciful God, 
 who will not let us go. 
 The story of a baby who grew up and changed the world. 
 The story of our faith. 
We believe in speaking up— 
 for our neighbors, 
 for the oppressed, 
 for the overlooked, 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mark_Lowry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddy_Greene


 and for the marginalized. 
We believe in speaking out— 
 against violence, 
 greed, 
 abuse, 
 fear, 
 selfishness, 
 and bigotry. 
We believe in allowing others space to speak— 
 so that we are not the only ones speaking; 
 so that we can lift up the voices of those around us; 
 so that we too might listen and learn. 
We believe in the Good News of the gospel. 
 We believe that this good news is too good to keep to ourselves. 
 We believe that those who dream cannot keep silent. 
Speak to us, Holy God. 
 Speak through us, Holy God. Amen. 

 
Hymn # 146                                                                                                                                                       Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 
 
 
Blessing and Response   
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Postlude    Sortie 

    Louis Lefébure-Wély                                                                                                                                     
  
  

    
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST PRES 

 

Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, Executive Pastor; Sandor 

Kadar, Director of Music; Reid Simmons, Organ Scholar; Lyndsay Varsaci, soprano; Kiana Rivera, alto; The JuBellation 

Ringers.  

 
Worship Notes: This service was adapted from a liturgy written by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org 

  
Our sympathy and prayers are with Tom and Sara Pantazes and family in the death of Tom’s grandfather. 
 
Bingo Night - Join your church family for Virtual Bingo this Wednesday, December 30 from 7:00 - 8:00 p.m. It's 
free to play, is open to all ages, and there will be prizes! We recommend you have one device per player in 
your home (laptop/tablet/smartphone). Register at firstpreswc.com (click on the Sign-Up tab) and we'll email 
you a Zoom link to play the day before the game. Have questions? Email Elizabeth Hess at 
ehess@firstpreswc.com 

 
Congregation Meeting – The congregation of First Presbyterian Church is called to meet on Sunday, January 10 at 
10:00 a.m. for the purpose of electing officers and the members at large of the Nominating Committee. A zoom link 
will be provided in the weekly email before the meeting. 
 
Annual Congregational/Corporation of the First Presbyterian Church of West Chester - is called to meet on Sunday, 
January 31 at 11:30 a.m. A zoom link will be provided in the weekly email before the meeting. 
 

mailto:ehess@firstpreswc.com


 
Important Charitable Deduction Information - Donors must deliver or mail (and postmark) all gifts to the church on 

or by Friday, December 31 in order to be included on your 2020 Statement of Contributions.  There is a small white 

mailbox located outside the receptionist entrance to the church where you can place your envelope.  Delivering a 

financial gift to someone other than Jeff may result in a contribution attributable to 2021 instead of 2020.  Please 

note:  Our office is closed next week – December 28 through December 31, but the mailbox will be checked. 

 
 

Poinsettias – 2020 

 

Given By:                                                                                         In Memory of:  

Adams, Barbara & George                                    Our Parents, George & Donna Mae Nutt & Helen &  

                                                                                      Bob Kerr; Mrs. Nancy Lyle 

Adams, Sue                                                               Floss and Jack Herman 

Alderfer, Rebecca &                                               Harold and Shirley Alderfer 

  Karen Whelan and Family 

Bice, Jill                                                                       Archie Bice: Father to Brandon Bice, Father-in-law to 

                                                                                       Jill Bice and Grandfather to Ella, Cody & Tara Bice 

Blankley, Richard and Mary Ellen                       Aura W. & George H. Blankley, Jr.,  

                                                                                      Margaret G. & Melvin O. Rockefeller 

Carter, Lynne                                                            J. Richard Carter 

Carter, Rick, Linda, Terry and family                 J. Richard Carter  

Classen, Louise                                                         My Mother, Jeanne Luther 

Congdon-Martin, Doug & Elizabeth                   Loved Ones 

Dickey, Ann & David                                               Kaia Allesia Dickey 

Eck, Betsy & Scott                                                   Our son, Timothy 

Endslow, Ellen                                                          Harriet M. Endslow, Mother  

Ferdik, Nancy & Family                                          Jilda Arzarelli 

Galloway, Peter                                                        Loved Ones 

Haag, Phil                                                                   Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Haag   

Haag, Barb                                                                 Mr. & Mrs. Eugene H. Wheeler  

Hambleton Family                                                   Uncle Brian Hambleton; Connye Fleming, 

                                                                                      Joanne Beckman, Julie Mars    

Kile, John and Susan                                              Parents 

Lidle, Barbara & Amy                                             Donald C. Lidle 

MacBride, Earl & Velma                                         Mr. & Mrs. Arthur H. Huddle, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas H. MacBride 

Mahaffey, Patricia Houser                                   Jim and Sally Houser 

McCarter, Jacqueline                                            Tom McCarter, Sr. 

Murray, Joan                                                           Loving Husband, Bill 
Norton, Evelyn                                                        Anne & O. C.  Norton (Parents) 

Single, Craig, Liz, Andrew & Daniel                   David A. Single 

Stone, David & Judy                                              Parents, Gene & Ruth Stone, Jack & Kay LaBarre 

Threlkeld, Kathy & Family                                    Jerry Threlkeld 

Turner, Erinn                                                             Nana, Grandad, Nan 

Turner, Jim and Gail                                                Nancy and Paul Ford, Gail’s parents, 



   C. Patricia Turner, Jim’s mom 

Westhafer, Dennis & Kathy                                 Loved ones 

Whiteman, Faye and Family                                George Whiteman 

Zumbano, George and Gerri                               All those that we have lost from Covid 19 

  

 

 

Given By                                                                                          In Honor of:  

Adams, Barbara & George                                   Our Grandchildren - Chelsey, Michael, Kaitlyn, Gabriel, 

   Courtney, Seth, Lilly, Olivia 

Bird, Bob and Kathy                                               Our Dedicated Church Staff 

Bragg, Suzanne & Tom                                          Our 5 Grandchildren 

Chew, Janet & Al                                                     Our Amazing Grandchildren, Gabrielle, Tanner, Jimmy, Charlie 

Dickey, Dave and Ann                                            Sloane Ann & Cameryn Ruth McDivitt 

Heaver, Phil & Gwyn                                               Harold Freeman on his 101st birthday 

Stone, David & Judy                                               Children & Grandchildren - Sarah, Karen, Brian, Gregg, Bennett, Aven 

  

Special thanks to all those who helped decorate for this Christmas 

 

 

The following slate of officers will be voted on at the Congregational Meeting scheduled for January 10 at 10:00 a.m.: 

 

ELDERS 

Class of 2023 
Jennifer Beckman 
Kathy Bird 
Amanda Blevins 
Rachel Briggs 
Tracy Burke 
Suzy DeGeorge 
Beth Farcht 

DEACONS 

Class of 2023 
Nancy Ferdik 
Jean Frick 
Gwyn Heaver 
Maddie Hendricks 
Carolyn Hitchcock 
Barbara Lade 
Gordon Leidy 
Deb Lobb 
Jacquie Rode 

Class of 2022 
Irene Clapper 
Cynthia Menan 



Class of 2021 
Connie Kohler 

TRUSTEES 

Class of 2023 
Glenn Burkland 
Thom Clapper 
Becky Gamble 
Dave Russell 
Joe Schorn 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE 
Beth Congdon-Martin 
Scott Gamble 
Kelly Pruden 
Craig Single 
 

 

 
 

 


