
     

by our overarching theme: “Above all, love.” 
 In good Presbyterian form, a committee 
was formed and for several months it has 
addressed the issue and developed some initial 
steps for us as a congregation, as outlined here. 

The Core: Matthew 25
 At the heart of the discussion and planning 

have been the verses from Matthew 25, 
where Christ identifies with the 

hungry and thirsty, the sick and 
imprisoned, the stranger and 

those so poor they had no 
clothes. When they heard 

this the disciples were 
incredulous and asked 
“When did we see you 
hungry or thirsty, 
sick or imprisoned, a 
stranger or naked?” 
The answer was 
clear and convicting: 
“Whatever you did 
for one of the least 

of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did 

for me.” (TNIV)  This “When 
did we see you?” passage 

is the motivational core of the 
Homelessness Initiative, and the 

basis for taking a close look at our 
community and our place in it as Christ’s 

people. 

continued inside...

FIRST PRESS
November/December 2019

Guest Preacher:
Shane Claiborne
9:00 & 10:42 a.m.

Candlelight Christmas Concert
December 7 at 7:00 p.m.
December 8 at 4:00 p.m.

Christmas Eve Services
3:00, 5:00, 7:00, & 10:00 p.m.

 

December 7 & 8 December 15 December 24

First Presbyterian Church, West Chester, PA

 Last spring, Session was challenged to 
address the question of “What Next?” What is 
God calling us to be about in the coming months? 
The question led to a broad discussion and many 
opportunities, but in the end Session focused on the 
issue of homelessness. Why homelessness? There 
are several reasons. 
 It is a very real need. Although the problem 
often goes unseen, there are hundreds of 
individuals and families in the greater 
West Chester area who are in 
need of housing. The situation 
extends even to our neighbor, 
West Chester University, 
where dozens of 
students have no place 
to call home when they 
leave campus. 
 It is an 
area where we 
can be impactful. 
Homelessness is 
a large problem, 
a manifestation of 
poverty and injustice 
in our community and 
society at large. It may 
seem overwhelming, but it 
presents many opportunities for 
significant and meaningful service.
 It touches some of our core 
values. Among our ideals as a church are 
radical hospitality, extravagant generosity, and 
risk-taking service. Addressing homelessness 
will call upon all of these practices, shaped 

2019

First Presbyterian Church



...continued

The Initiative in Brief
 In fact, we are already answering the challenges to housing. Many in our congregation regularly address housing 
issues of our members and the larger community through First Crew, Good Works, Friends Association, and Safe Harbor. 
And all of us are involved, financially through our tithes and offerings, in supporting our mission partners, many of whom 
address the issues of homelessness every day.  
 The Homelessness Initiative seeks to celebrate these existing connections and work closely with our partners to 
identify unmet needs where we can help. In addition, it is addressing ways of ministering to homeless students attending 
West Chester University, of whom there are a significant number.

Things Underway
  While the plans for the year are still evolving, here is what we are doing and what is envisioned to date:
 Now: As these thoughts were being developed, the opportunity presented itself to our pastoral team. A person 
was forced to leave the place she was living and had no place to go. Our pastors were able to provide assistance to make 
the deposit on an apartment and appealed to members of the congregation in an email for the items needed to furnish it. 
The response was immediate and overwhelming...just another example of radical hospitality at work. 
 October 2019: Halloween: Working with the Friends Association to include their clients in our Halloween event. 
This includes an appeal for Halloween costumes for the children.
 November 2019: Thanksgiving Meals to Go: Providing Thanksgiving meals for the homeless students served by 
the Promise Program at West Chester University. The food will be prepared in the homes of church members and brought 
to the church for packaging and distribution alongside our community partners at Sanji Strong.
 December 2019: Advent Worship: On December 15th, Shane Claiborne, nationally known Christian social activist, 
will be the guest preacher, focusing on the challenge of homelessness. Also during the month, a Christmas event will be 
held for the families being served by the Friends Association.
 January–February 2020: One Church–One Book: All the members of the church will be encouraged to read the 
same book about homelessness: Welcome Homeless: One Man’s Journey of Discovering the Meaning of Home by Alan 
Graham. It will be made available for purchase after the new year, but is also available on Kindle and Audible. In addition to 
this interesting and accessible book, Graham has produced several podcasts on the subject which will enrich the reading 
or serve as an alternative for those who are unable to read the book. Other books are in the process of being chosen for 
younger readers. Discussion groups will be organized to explore the books and their implications.
 Lent 2020: The Matthew 25 Fund: Our church is often approached by people in need, both from within our 
congregation and from the larger community. Many of those who seeking help are facing a housing crisis of one sort 
or another. These people are normally served by our pastors, who often refer them to a mission partner or government 
agency that can best take care of their need. But sometimes there is no one else who can help. When this happens our 
pastors do the best they can, cobbling together financial assistance from various discretionary funds or reaching out to 
members who can help.
     The Lenten emphasis for 2020 will be to start The Matthew 25 Fund, a resource for our pastors to use when they 
are faced with some of these serious needs in our church and community. The fund will be administered by the Service 
and Outreach Committee and will be available to the pastors to use as they see fit to help those in need.
     The ambitious but reachable goal during Lent 2020 is to raise $25,000 to get the fund off to a great start. Stay 
tuned for more opportunities to get involved in this initiative in the coming year.
 
In Conclusion
 When the year is done, it is hoped that we will not only have be more conscious of the homeless in our midst, but 
also identify new ways to continue demonstrating God’s compassion, care, and radical hospitality in tangible and loving 
ways to those in need. It will be a year of exploration, doing what we can and growing in our understanding of the mission 
God is calling us to in the West Chester community.

- Your 2019 Session



 We are thrilled to welcome Shane Claiborne to preach at the 9:00 and 10:42 services on December 15th. Shane is 
a prominent speaker, activist, and best-selling author.  He has worked with Mother Teresa in Calcutta, and founded The 
Simple Way in Philadelphia.  He heads up Red Letter Christians, a movement of people who are committed to living “as if 
Jesus meant the things he said.” Shane is a champion for grace which has led to his arrest and jailing while advocating 
for the homeless, and to places like Iraq and Afghanistan to stand against war. 

Shane 
Claiborne

December 15th
9:00 & 10:42am

Guest Preacher

Author
First Presbyterian Church

130 W Miner St, West Chester
firstpreswc.com 

Activist
Theologian

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS

 Help to decorate our sanctuary with a memorial or honor gift of poinsettias this Christmas Season. The donation 
is $12 per plant. The deadline for ordering is December 8th. There are four ways to order them: 1. Complete the online 
form at firstpreswc.com/poinsettias starting November 10th. 2. Also starting November 10th, use the Holiday Flowers 
envelope found in the pew racks,  3. call the church office at 610-696-0554, or  4. fill out the form below and place in the 
offering plate or mail it to the church - attn: Karen Goldstein.

Name

Phone 

Amount Enclosed ($12 each) 

In Memory/Honor of

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



It’s That Time of Year!
 As is our tradition, Candlelight Christmas is a seasonal concert that features all of the great music First 
Presbyterian Church has to offer. Join us December 7th at 7:00pm or December 8th at 4:00pm as we welcome the 
Christmas season. 
 The Chancel Choir, soloists and orchestra will perform Antonio Vivaldi’s magnificent Gloria as well as traditional 
Christmas carols like God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, Good Christian Men, Rejoice, and We Three Kings. The Chamber 
Choir, Children’s Choirs, and Worship Band will also be performing.
 Metered parking is enforced beginning at 5:00pm on Saturdays. Please utilize the free Sunday parking in the 
West Chester Transportation Center or the Bicentennial Parking Garage. Street parking is free on Sundays as is the 
parking lot one block west of the church.
 To support our musicians and to continue the wonderful Column Classics program, a freewill offering will be 
received. 

Stay up to date with upcoming concerts and events hosted by Column Classics at firstpreswc.com/events.

Featuring 
Chancel Choir, Chamber Choir,

 Children's Choirs, Brass Ensemble, and Band.

Column Classics Presents:

Dec. & Dec.7 8Saturday

7:00pm 4:00pm

Sunday

CandlelightCandlelight
Christmas Concer t

GIVING TREE
 One of my favorite First Pres traditions is our annual Giving Tree. Its lights begin to shine just as the evenings 
grow longer, and the hundreds of ornaments, each with a request for a gift, remind me that this season is all about 
sharing God’s love with our neighbors. This year we’ll be collecting items for our mission partners - toys for theVillage 
and Maternal and Child Health Consortium; clothing and treats for residents of the Pocopson Home; art supplies for the 
Lakota people served by Naphtali; and gift cards for the Domestic Violence Center, North Star, and the West Chester 
Food Cupboard. Pick up an ornament (or a few!) and bring new, unwrapped gifts to Fellowship Hall in early December. 
You may keep the ornament for your own Christmas tree if you’d like, or return it to be re-used next year. This is a 
particularly wonderful opportunity for children to engage in service during the holiday season. 
             - Rev. Caroline Cupp 



Womens Bible Study: 6:15 - 7:30 p.m. in room 209
I’M WAITING, GOD: FINDING BLESSING IN GOD’S DELAYS
 Do you ever feel like God is taking too long to 
answer your prayers? Have you ever taken matters 
into your own hands, only to discover that you’ve 
made the situation worse?
 Waiting on God challenges our faith when the 
bills are stacking up, our families are falling apart, or 
our dreams feel like they won’t come true. We know 
that God hears our prayers, but it’s hard when the 
clock is ticking yet He hasn’t shown us the answer.
 In this brand-new four-week Bible study, Barb 
Roose invites us to explore the stories of women in 
the Bible who had to wait on God— women such as Hannah, Ruth, Martha, and the unnamed woman who suffered for 
over a decade with a painful medical condition. If you’ve felt anxious, angry, discouraged or depressed because God 
isn’t giving you what you want, their stories will breathe fresh hope and practical next steps in your life. As a reforming 
control lover, Barb mixes in her personal stories of learning how to wait for God during long seasons of unanswered 
prayers, family difficulties, and challenging times in ministry. Together we will discover that there is goodness and 
blessing to be found in times of waiting, including a closer relationship with God than we’ve ever dared to dream.
 All women are invited to this women’s Bible study, which will meet on November 6, 13, 20 and December 4
 from 6:15-7:30 p.m. The cost is $10 for the workbook (scholarships available). Sign up online at www.firstpreswc.com or 
contact Elizabeth Hess (ebhess801@gmail.com) or Sandy Lebold (hs.lebold@verizon.net) with questions.

Please be aware that child care is now available upon request from 6:30 - 7:30 for the children of adults who want to 
attend these classes.  Contact Sara Pantazes if you need childcare during these times.

LATE FALL BRIDGE CLASSES
Join us after dinner on Wednesday nights to re-connect with God and your faith family. 

Adult study: 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. in the Chapel.  Topics of conversation will include:

November 3:    Let’s Talk Immigration-Part 2 with our guests from Getsemani Iglesia
November 13 and 20:   Finish the “Animate” series, taking a fresh look at how the practices of community and  
    service can enrich our spiritual lives.
November 27:    No class - Happy Thanksgiving!
December 4, 11 and 18:  Reflecting on Advent: listen and discuss Advent sermons from some of the best   
    preachers of our day. 

A NOTE FROM STEVE CLARK
WITH DEEP GRATITUDE AND APPRECIATION!   
 Thank you, my dear First Pres friends, for your extravagant generosity in the Love Offering 
gift I received from you as our partnership in the gospel ended in August. This generous “send-
off” only confirmed more deeply my experience of your gracious support and encouragement 
throughout my four years of sharing ministry with you. I will always hold our time together as a 
treasured memory and a rich blessing from the Lord; know that I continue to hold you close in my 
prayers. The peace of Christ be with you all!



CHRISTMAS FOR MIGRANT FAMILIES

 Thank you to everyone who participated in our Fall Sock Drive, benefitting women who are survivors of human 
trafficking. You collected 641 pairs of socks, 27 pairs of underwear, and a variety of other personal items that will be 
deeply appreciated by these neighbors. 
 Thank you also to all of you who so generously donated dozens of Halloween costumes for the children served 
by the Friends Association, which assists families who are experiencing or at risk of homelessness. Due to your 
generosity, a great number of children were able to celebrate the holiday in (spooky!) style.
 Finally, we are deeply grateful for all of your generous donations to our neighbor who moved into an apartment 
after experiencing homelessness. Your tithes and offerings allowed the church to provide first month’s rent and security 
deposit, and your gifts of household items made a small space feel like a home. Our friend was profoundly moved by 
your assistance!

 For more than 40 years, Chester County Migrant Ministry has provided a program aimed at meeting the 
physical and spiritual needs of migrant workers in Chester County. They provide immigration support, translation and 
transportation for medical and legal needs, English and citizenship classes, and much needed furniture, blankets, and 
warm coats.  Our church supports their efforts throughout the year and at Christmas we focus on making a difference 
in the lives of the poorest of these families by providing Christmas gifts.  Volunteers from First Pres buy, wrap and 
deliver family gifts during a Christmas party at the YMCA in Kennett Square.  We need volunteers to sponsor families, 
make a financial donation, and help host the party on December 8.  Please join us by signing up in Fellowship Hall or 
contacting Anna Bentley (484-432-0742) or Debbie Shryock (610-524-0430) for more information.

YOUTH UPDATE
 Our students continue to grow deeper in 
their faith each year! We kicked off the year on 
September 8th and hit the ground running. Outside 
of weekly Bible studies and youth group nights, 
eighteen of our middle school students joined us for 
our annual fall retreat, Breakaway. Students returned 
with a new way to fight comparisons and plenty of 
fun stories and memories. Over the first weekend of 
November, we will also be taking another thirteen 
high school students to Reality. Reality is a retreat 
for 9-12th grade students in the Donegal and 
Philadelphia Presbyteries.
 There is also a yearlong theme we are 
threading through the ministry. We are calling it, 
Love Where You Live. We are hoping to help cultivate 
a lifestyle of service in the lives of our students. To do that, we are being intentional in many areas of the ministry. We 
are studying what Scripture says, coordinating a service project every other month, and focusing on this theme over 
our winter retreat. We have seen it already take root in their lives.
 What can you do? Pray for our students, encourage them when you see them, and continue to give them great 
role models to look up to here at church!

THANK YOU



Stewardship Card

Please see other side...

Name(s):

Address: Phone: 

Email: 

2020

 This year’s Bill Hess Golf Outing saw more than 55 golfers and over 70 dinner attendees join us for the day 
to support First Crew and their work on the home of Matt Hess. Great weather was the story for the day and a fun 
evening which included prizes and giveaways. Bill also spoke of the journey that their family has been on since Matt’s 
accident.
 The Hess family and First Crew would like to thank all who participated in the day’s events and showed their 
support! They’d also like to extend a special thanks to:

Title Sponsors:
Doug Hendricks (Winning Golf); Howard Lebold (McGillin Architecture Inc.); Mike Guerriero (Disc Hounds).

Other Sponsors:
Joe Schorn (Schorn Construction);  Gail Rader (Berkshire Hathaway); George Zumbano (Lamb | McErlane); Karl and Vicki 

PLEDGE CARDS 
 The 2020 Stewardship Pledge Cards were recently mailed and we hope that you have received yours. Pledge 
cards are available in the Sanctuary and Chapel pews or by calling the church office. Thank you to those who 
have responded as well as to those who will respond during our stewardship campaign. Your generosity is greatly 
appreciated!  
WAYS TO PLEDGE
 1. Use the card you received in the mail or cut out the one below. Mail it to the church at 130 W Miner St, West 
Chester, PA 19382. 2. You can fill out the pledge card online at firstpreswc.com/pledge. 3. Call the church office at 
610-696-0554. 
OFFERING ENVELOPES
 For those who wish to utilize weekly contribution envelopes, they are available on a table in the long hallway 
between the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall. You can also call the church office and we will make sure you receive 
envelopes.

GOLF OUTING THANK YOU

STEWARDSHIP & PLEDGE CARDS

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -



My Contribution:

Please see other side...

DID YOU KNOW?
I/we pledge $                  to the ministry of FPCWC for 2020.

I would like to make a one-time gift of $                  to the 
ministry of FPCWC for 2020.

You can give to First Pres online 
or through a credit/debit card or  
automatic withdrawal. Simply go 
to firstpreswc.com/give to set 
up electronic giving or we can 
reach out to help you set it up. 

     Please contact me to set up 
my online giving or automatic 
withdrawal. Please know that all pledges and/or estimates can be changed 

or cancelled at any time. To do so, simply call the church office.

I am unable to pledge at this time. I will give as I am able.

I am unable to pledge or give through the 2020 ministry year.

POCOPSON HOME THANK YOU
Dear Members and Friends of First Presbyterian Church,
 Thank you for your many donations for our mini-spa and gift bags for Pocopson Home. We will be assembling 
the bags and delivering them in early November.
              - Hope Circle



FIRST PRES TRAVELERS  - NASHVILLE

FIRST PRES TRAVELERS  - QUEEN ESTHER

NASHVILLE TRIP - APRIL 24-29   
 The First Pres Travelers group is planning a 6-day trip to Nashville, TN and stops along the way and return.  On 
our way, we will stop over night at Bedford, VA and visit the National D-Day Memorial.  On Saturday we will check into 
the Gaylord Opryland in Nashville and begin our personal exploration of this unique hotel and surroundings.  On Sunday 
we will tour The Grand Ole Opry, and afterwards we will board the General Jackson Showboat for a show and luncheon 
cruise on the Cumberland River where we can view natural and historical sights.  We will have a guided backstage tour 
of the Ryman Auditorium, the home of the Grand Ole Opry from 1943-1974; it is considered the “Soul of Nashville.”   In 
1892, the Ryman was established as the Union Gospel Tabernacle.
 On Monday, we will tour the RCA Studio B and the Country Music Hall of Fame; at the Country Music Hall of 
Fame we will enjoy the Legends, Lunch, and Lyrics package.  The evening will be capped with a relaxing performance 
at the Grand Ole Opry.  On Tuesday we will arrive at Natural Bridge, VA where we will enjoy dinner and the “Drama of 
the Creation” light show.  On Wednesday before checking out and heading home, we will have time to walk the famous 
Natural Bridge and visit the Indian Village and gift shop.
 For more info, contact Thom & Irene Clapper, psuthom@verizon.net, 610-436-5667.

QUEEN ESTHER - MARCH 24
 FPT will visit Sight & Sound Theater to see the show, Queen Esther on Tuesday, March 24th.  The 11:00 am 
matinee will be followed by a family style lunch at the Hershey Farm Restaurant.  Total cost is $104 which includes bus 
transportation, show ticket, lunch, and driver gratuity.  For more info, contact Thom & Irene Clapper, psuthom@verizon.
net, 610-436-5667.
 Set in the opulent yet perilous Persian Empire, Queen Esther is a captivating tale of beauty and bravery. Esther’s 
ordinary life changed forever when she was taken through the palace doors, entering a new world of royalty and risk. 
With a crown on her head and a secret in her heart, can she find the courage to trust in God’s plan and believe that she 
was made for such a time as this? Experience one of the most riveting Bible stories of the Old Testament as it comes 
to life with magnificent sets, special effects and live animals in this brand-new, original stage production from Sight & 
Sound Theatres. 

FABRIC MISSIONS SALE
 Fabric Missions of First Presbyterian Church present their Biennial Sale on Sunday, November 10 and November 
17 in Fellowship Hall.  We invite you to come with your gift list for this opportunity to purchase beautifully quilted and 
non-quilted items for family and friends of all ages.  Holiday and non-holiday items are available.  Your support in the 
past has enabled us to continue this wonderful outreach, and we hope to see you again this year.  Proceeds benefit 
adult and youth missions.

2019 DONATIONS
 For donations to be recorded for the 2019 tax year, they must either be postmarked or delivered to the church 
no later than Tuesday, December 31, 2019.  If delivered to the church, please make sure they are addressed to the 
Business Office and not to any specific individual who may be on vacation.  Also, please be aware that on Tuesday, 
December 31, 2019, the church will close at 12:00 Noon.  Thank you!
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3:00 p.m.

5:00 p.m.

7:00 p.m.

10:00 p.m.

Early Candlelight

Contemporary

Traditional

Candlelight

with communion

with communion

Come celebrate Christ’s birth with us!



FIRST PRES CONTACTCOMING UP @ FIRST PRESS
• Nov. 3: Getsemani Mission Partners in Worship
• Nov. 3: Rise Against Hunger
• Nov. 8-10: Reality - High School Retreat
• Nov. 10: Fabric Missions Quilt Sale
• Nov. 17: Fabric Missions Quilt Sale
• Nov. 27: NO BRIDGE
• Nov. 28 & 29: OFFICE CLOSED - HAPPY THANKSGIVING!
• Dec. 1: Communion at All Services, Advent Begins
• Dec. 7 & 8: Candlelight Christmas Concert
• Dec. 15: Guest Preacher: Shane Claiborne
• Dec. 24: Christmas Eve Services
• Dec. 25: OFFICE CLOSED, NO BRIDGE - MERRY CHRISTMAS!
• Dec. 29: One Service at 9:00 a.m.
• Dec. 31: OFFICE CLOSED - HAPPY NEW YEAR!

For a full calendar of events, visit 
www.firstpreswc.com or contact the church office.

In Memoriam
• David McIlmoyle, member of First Presbyterian Church from February 21, 1971 to 
August 28, 2019
• Ilona V. Muir, member of First Presbyterian Church from September 11, 2005 to 
September 25, 2019

The sympathy and prayers of the congregation are extended to:
• Penny and Gary McIlmoyle and family in the death of Penny’s husband and Gary’s 
father
• The family of Ilona V. Muir

Baptisms
• Nolan Matthew Campbell, born February 4, 2019, son of Peter and Lauren Campbell
• Jack William Curry, born September 18, 2018, son of Matthew and Lauren Curry
• Cameron Thomas Cook, born February 15, 2019, son of Thomas and Nikki Cook

Births
• Dylan Joseph Battavio, born August 17, 2019, son of Joe and Becky Battavio, grandson 
of Carmen and Karen Battavio

Senior Pastor
Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell
gstovell@firstpreswc.com

Associate Pastor
Rev. Caroline Cupp
ccupp@firstpreswc.com

Program
Music Director: Sándor Kádár
skadar@firstpreswc.com 

Children’s Music/Accompanist: Kira Boros
kboros@firstpreswc.com
   
Creative Arts Director: Eric Hankins
ehankins@firstpreswc.com 
  
Youth Ministry: Cole Seaman
cseaman@firstpreswc.com
  
Director of Christian Education: Sara Pantazes
spantazes@firstpreswc.com
   
Nursery Coordinator: Maurisa Warren
mwarren@firstpreswc.com

Bucket School Director: Jen Drap 
jdrap@firstpreswc.com
  

Church Office
 
Finance and Operations: Jeff Somers
jsomers@firstpreswc.com

Office Manager: Karen Goldstein
kgoldstein@firstpreswc.com

Administrative Assistant: Claire Kramer
ckramer@firstpreswc.com
   

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW
September 

Actual

$94,328Income

Expenses

Difference

$100,107 $870,503 $892,351 $1,246,388

$1,246,388$946,731

($54,380) $0

$885,697

($15,194)

$109,286

($9,179)

$92,377

$1,951

September 
Budget

Year to Date
Actual

Year to Date
Budget

Full Year
Budget



130 West Miner Street  
West Chester, PA 19382

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Four Sundays starting December 1st


