
  

 September will also see the return of our youth 
group’s regular schedule, children’s choir rehearsals, 
Wednesday night dinners, Wednesday and Sunday 
morning adult Bible Studies, as well as our regular 
men’s and womens’ study groups.

  I’m also excited about our concert 
series, particularly an important concert 

on October 20th titled My Spirit 
Rejoices: Celebrating Women 

Musicians which will support 
the Chester County Fund for 

Women and Girls. 
 While this newsletter 
only covers September 
and October, save the 
date for this year’s 
Christmas concerts. 
Building on last year’s 
momentum, our music 
ministry will lead two 
Candlelight Christmas 

Concerts on December 
7th and 8th.

 Changes are also 
coming to the 8:00am 

service and the use of our 
chapel. Through the generosity 

of Ginny Bauder’s family, we are 
commissioning a custom made box 

organ for the chapel. This is a unique, portable 
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 The Bible starts with God creating. The Bible 
ends with God still at work in the act of creation. 
It seems to me God is always in the business of 
creating something new, and I believe this is true in 
our church. I believe this can be true in each of us as 
well.
 When I take a look at this year’s 
fall calendar, I’m excited to see what 
God will do next. In these pages 
you will find a lot of information 
about God at work in our 
church during the months 
of September and 
October.
  M o s t 
everything begins 
on Kickoff Sunday, 
September 8th. Our 
schedule returns 
to three uniquely 
different services. Our 
Chancel Choir returns 
to lead the 9:00am 
service along with the 
Brass Ensemble. During 
worship we will commission 
our Sunday School teachers and 
Bucket School staff. Inspired by the 
text of the day (2nd Corinthians 4: 5-12) we 
will also welcome a local pottery artist to create 
a clay piece during the sermon, thus reminding us 
that God is always at work creating something new.

“In the beginning God created…” - Genesis 1:1
“And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”” - Revelation 21:5

FALL

First Presbyterian Church



In Christ
Greg Stovell, pastor.

...continued

instrument, made overseas, and especially designed for us. You can read more about it online at firstpreswc.com/organ.
 Our Session is also following God’s call to focus ministry outwardly to our local community. Using Matthew 25: 
40 (“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”) we are 
committed to designing a new church-wide multi-year initiative to address homelessness in Chester County. A Session 
leadership team has been formed and will begin to meet in September.
 Responding to our ever changing and incredibly polarized climate, our church will be hosting a series of talks and 
workshops this Fall after the 10:42 service. We are calling them “Let’s Talk: Preparing for 2020.” See the corresponding 
article in this newsletter.
 In addition this October, we will have our 4th Bill Hess Golf Invitational, our traditional church-wide Trick-or-Treat 
Community Outreach and this year’s Stewardship drive.
 Additionally, I can’t yet confirm, but there is a really good chance that First Pres will host a world-renowned 
speaker in the pulpit this Advent. There will be more on that as soon as we get more information.
 I don’t know yet what God is creating. I am convinced God is busy at work and I am confident that the trust will be 
something worthwhile. After all, we are reminded in Genesis that in the beginning God created, and when it was finished, 
God pronounced it good. May it be so among us as well.In ChristGreg Stovell, pastor.

ANN DICKEY, PARISH ASSOCIATE
Welcome Rev. Ann Dickey, Parish Associate
 First Presbyterian Church has been blessed with a long tradition of Parish 
Associate relationships. Many of us remember Ralph Osborne and Ed Brubaker 
fondly, and are thankful for their impact and legacy in our church. And we all 
love Anderson Porter! His sermons have impacted the spiritual life of many in our 
congregation. Our relationship with Anderson is one we pray will continue for 
many years.
 Our church is also blessed with the participation of several retired 
ministers, and in order to compliment our worship leadership, our Session 
unanimously voted to extend an invitation to the Rev. Ann Dickey to become our 
new Parish Associate for worship.
 Ann and her husband David have been attending worship at First Pres 
for over a year now. David plays bass in the 10:42 worship band. Ann sings in the 
Chancel Choir and is a volunteer with the 10:42 tech team.
 Throughout her 38 years of ministry, Ann pastored four churches in Chester County: Westminster WC, Unionville, 
Doe Run, and Bethany Mendenhall and two in North Carolina.  Ann’s ministry will focus on her spiritual gifts and 
experience in worship leadership. She will be preaching once or twice a year and serving as liturgist when either Greg 
or Caroline are away. 
 Note that Ann will not serve as a full time installed pastor. The covenant description will state that she will 
serve by invitation from the pastors at times when she is “willing and available.”
 We are blessed that Ann has agreed to serve God in this capacity. Please join us on Sunday, September 22nd as 
we have a brief covenant liturgy during the 9:00am service commissioning Ann to her service at First Presbyterian. 
 



KIDS AT FIRST PRES ON SUNDAY MORNINGS

9:00 Service 10:42 Service

Nursery for babies and 
toddlers through 2 years 
old - Room 5

Sunday School: Start in 
service with your family, 
meet teachers after 
Children’s Message.

Nursery for babies and 
toddlers through 2 years 
old - Room 5

Kids Connect: lesson for 
preschool through 5th 
grade kids during the 
sermon - Chapel

Preschool (Godly Play)
- Room 4

Kindergarten 
& 1st Grade - Room 10

2nd & 3rd Grades
- Room 14 4-6th Grades 

- Room 214b

Register your kids at 
firstpreswc.com/sunday-school-registration

Starting Sunday, September 8!

E-NEWSLETTER FOR FAMILIES
 Earlier this year I created a 
new e-newsletter for families titled 
“Faith-ing Forward.”  The purpose of 
this communication piece is to share 
ideas and resources for how parents, 
grandparents and other caring adults 
can help kids grow in faith.  Much of 
what we do at church works toward 
that goal, but studies show that faith 
grows stronger when it is a part of a family’s home life as well.
 If you aren’t receiving the newsletter yet and would like to, you can subscribe on the church’s website 
at firstpreswc.com/kids-and-families or by contacting me.
 Let’s keep working together to support families and the young disciples of our church as they grow in faith.

                  Sara Pantazes,
           Director of Christian Education



LET’S TALK POLITICS
 It is often said that faith and politics simply don’t mix. It is also said that separation of church and state means 
that any conversation involving the two is impolite at best and most often than not, out of line. But is this actually true? 
We live in a world where it is becoming harder and harder to keep both separate. It is not that the church has forced 
itself into the political arena. Rather, politics has knocked down the doors of the church and taken a center aisle place. 
Can the church stay silent when public discourse centers around issues of ethics and morality? If not, what voice can 
the church use? What is appropriate to say? Where does one draw the line? Is there a line any more?
 In addition, we live in a different kind of world today. Today we are incredibly divided. People who once were 
best friends now disagree passionately with each other and are beginning to act as strangers. Instead of having loving 
conversations that build up, people talk politics as if gearing up for a fight. Social media posts went from baby videos 
to ugly memes and hate-filled rants. In the words of Stewart Holland and Silvers in their excellent book I Think You’re 
Wrong, But I’m Listening, people “who you know would give you the shirt off their back become just as likely to tell you 
that you’re what’s wrong with America.”   
 Does it have to be this way? Absolutely not. There should be a way where discussion about current issues 
leaves you inspired, not exhausted. Does the church have a role to play? Absolutely! The church can be relevant in our 
conversation while “putting on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience” (Colossians 3:12). In 
other words, the church has the capacity (and the calling) to show the world how it’s done.
 For this reason, and because the nature of public discourse is bound to deteriorate even more leading to 2020, 
Pastor Greg will lead a series of talks and conversations in Fellowship Hall on September 22, 29  (Let’s Talk Politics) and 
October 27 (Let’s Talk Immigration) based on the book I Think You’re Wrong, But I’m Listening: A Guide to Grace Filled 
Political Conversation mentioned above. The format will be part lecture and part small group conversation proving that 
thoughtful, loving, calm, and kind conversations from opposite perspectives is not just possible - it’s a key part of our 
calling as Christians. We will also clear up terms like partisanship, political and prophetic which have been confused and 
misused many times in describing the role of the church.
 Join us for these “Let’s Talk” series on September 22, 29 and October 27 at 11:50 in Fellowship Hall. Lunch 
(sandwiches and drinks) will be provided at cost for those attending. No need to sign up.

FIRST CREW MISSION TRIP
Join us to assist North Carolina Flood Victims, October 28 - Nov 2
 First Crew volunteers will once again lead a mission trip to 
assist flood victims in rebuilding homes and lives after hurricane 
Florence hit North Carolina in September, 2018.  We will partner with 
the Fuller Center Disaster Relief organization with whom we have 
worked in New Orleans and Houston in previous disasters.  Our trip to 
New Bern, North Carolina is scheduled for October 28- November 2nd.  
The demolition work was completed quite quickly after the flood, so 
our tasks mostly involve the refurbishment of the inside of the homes 
such as drywall and flooring installation and lots of painting.  All gifts 
and talents are welcome.  The main qualification is your interest in helping others in need.  Fuller Center supplies both 
materials and tools for the assigned tasks as well as supplying a manager to oversee the project.  Each year we have 
about an equal number of men and women participating.    If you are interested in learning more about this mission 
opportunity to serve others, please contact Jim Serum at jwserum@verizon.net or 610-793-1920.  



 We’re back for our Fourth Annual Bill Hess Golf Outing. It will be held on Wednesday, October 2nd at the 
Downingtown Country Club with a shotgun start at 1:00 pm. Golfers of all levels are welcome!
 The cost of the event is $125 per golfer (before Sept. 9), which includes registration, golf fees, and dinner. We 
also welcome all non-golfers to join us for the dinner, auction, and prize celebration at 5:30pm. Cost of the dinner only 
option is $50 per person.
 This year’s event proceeds will benefit First Pres’s Youth Ministry! We are excited to connect this great event to 
a ministry of our church. Sign up at firstpreswc.com/golf. Come join us for a great round of golf for a good cause! 

FirstPresWC.com/Golf

GOLF 
OUTING

4th Annual
Bill Hess Invitational

October 2nd | 1:00pm

POCOPSON  HOME PROJECT 
Each year, Presbyterian Women sponsors a project for the residents of Pocopson Home.  This project is two-fold.  

 - We collect extra unopened toiletry items from vacation and spa spots with which we make mini-spa bags.  These 
small (5 x 7 in) net bags are very popular with the residents. This is an ongoing project.
 - In September and October we collect an assortment of items to make Gift Bags.  This bag is about 8 x 10 inches.  
There is a printed list of suggested items -- soap, lotion, toothbrush, toothpaste,  etc., on the rolling collection cart 
in Fellowship Hall.  Please feel free to take one or more for yourself or to give to others. Other items placed in the 
bags are fun items like large print puzzle books (word search, etc.), small stuffed animals, calendars, greeting cards, 
jewelry, etc.  Depending on the items received we try to make bags for both men and women.  

Thank you for your support and the many items you donate.  We wish you could see the appreciation on the faces of 
the staff and hear the enthusiastic thanks they express to us.
We will be collecting items for the Gift Bags until Sunday, October 27th.  The bags will then be assembled and delivered 
to Pocopson Home before Thanksgiving.

Ellen Tyson



A VOICE FOR OUR PLANET

FABRIC MISSIONS SALE

First Pres Member Marlou MacIver’s Climate Change Advocacy   
 Marlou MacIver, 88, is a long-time advocate for environmental concerns in our region. A member of First Pres 
since 1953, she has served on the Township Open Space committee and was a founding member of the Birmingham 
Environmental Stream Team. She has a passion for working locally and nationally on issues of open space and global 
warming.
 Reflecting on her faith and its impact on environmental stewardship, Marlou writes, “The Lord made the heavens 
and the earth and ‘He said it was good.’ It is our strength and our responsibility to care for it. But instead of care, in 
many case we have just used the gift for the profit of a few and to the loss of the many.” She goes on, “Jesus‘ second 
commandment was to  treat your neighbor as you would be treated…we must think of those who are losing their island 
land in the Pacific, or those in Africa where the heat is too excessive to farm…It is a Christian responsibility and the 
responsibility of all faiths.”
 To help us better understand this complex issue, Marlou responds to common questions about climate change:

1) Is climate change a hoax or a partisan issue?
No. The majority of individuals throughout the world agree that the climate is rapidly changing.  For over 30 years, 
scientists have pointed to warming and rising seas, more frequent weather patterns like flooding, droughts, tornados, 
and hurricanes. Some people wonder whether this is caused by human activity or is just a natural change, though a 
report from a panel of top scientists to the current presidential administration stated that our carbon and methane 
emission was the primary cause.
2) How do we turn this around?
It may be too late to stop the changing climate and the rising temperature , but we can offset the most catastrophic 
dangers if we take action now. The world must move from fossil fuels to renewable energy.
3) What would be the economic impact of switching to renewable energy?
It’s better to have a brief economic downturn than the end of life on earth. We are an amazing nation of ingenuity. Right 
now there are solutions in transportation, better building materials, carbon removal, etc.
4) What can I do?
Write to your local, state, and national representatives. Go to their websites to see what committees they serve on. 
Almost every committee is impacted by climate change. For more guidance, reach out at marloumaciver@gmail.com.

Is there an issue that you’re engaged in that you’d like the church to feature? Let us know!

SAVE THE DATE - NOV. 10 & 17   
Fabric Missions of First Presbyterian Church is pleased to announce its Biennial Sale to be held over two Sundays, 
November 10 and November 17. Mark your calendars! You don’t want to miss this opportunity to purchase beautifully-
quilted items for family and friends. Proceeds benefit adult and youth missions. Holiday and non-holiday items available. 
We look forward to seeing you there!

FIRST PRES TRAVELERS
SAVE THE DATE - MARCH 24, 2020   
On Tuesday, March 24th, we’ll visit Sight & Sound to see the 11:00am matinee performance of Queen Esther.  Lunch 
to follow at Hershey Farm Restaurant.  Specific details to follow at a later date.  For more info, contact Thom & Irene 
Clapper, psuthom@verizon.net, 610-436-5667.



FIRST PRES CONTACTCOMING UP @ FIRST PRESS
• Sept. 2: Labor Day (Church office closed)

• Sept. 3: Pub Theology

• Sept. 8: Fall Kickoff

• Sept. 11: Bridge Dinner Kickoff

• Sept. 29: Nursing Home Worship

• Oct. 2: Golf Outing - Downingtown Country  Club

• Oct. 6: World Communion Sunday

• Oct. 6:  Home Communion

• Oct. 13: Nametag Sunday

• Oct. 13: Prayer Session for Personnel 

• Oct. 20: Column Classics concert

• Oct. 23: Decorating for Trick-or-Treat

• Oct. 25: Community Trick-or-Treat

• Oct. 27 - Nov 2: First Crew Mission Trip to North Carolina

For a full calendar of events, visit 
www.firstpreswc.com or contact the church office.

In Memoriam
• Jane T. Hewson, member from February 25, 1959 to June 26, 2019

The sympathy and prayers of the congregation are extended to:
• The family of Jane Hewson

• James and Gail Turner and family in the death of Gail’s mother

• John (Jack) and Barbara Thompson and family in the death of Jack’s father

• Joseph and Rebecca Battavio and family in the death of Rebecca’s grandmother

 Senior Pastor
   Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell
   gstovell@firstpreswc.com

 Associate Pastor

   Rev. Caroline Cupp
   ccupp@firstpreswc.com

 Program
   Music: Sándor Kádár
   skadar@firstpreswc.com 

   Children’s Music/Accompanist: Kira Boros
   kboros@firstpreswc.com
   
   Creative Arts Director: Eric Hankins
   ehankins@firstpreswc.com 
  
   Youth Ministry: Cole Seaman
   cseaman@firstpreswc.com
  
   Director of CE: Sara Pantazes
   spantazes@firstpreswc.com
   
   Nursery Coordinator: Maurisa Warren
   mwarren@firstpreswc.com

   Bucket School Director: Jen Drap 
   jdrap@firstpreswc.com
  

  Church Office
 
   Finance and Operations: Jeff Somers
   jsomers@firstpreswc.com

   Office Manager: Karen Goldstein
   kgoldstein@firstpreswc.com

   Administrative Assistant: Claire Kramer
   ckramer@firstpreswc.com

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

Income 

Expenses

Difference

$100,498

$103,611

($3,113)

$83,783

$108,131

($24,348)

$696,731

$687,990

$8,741

$707,461

$721,371

($10,438)

$1,246,388

$1,246,388

$0
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Budget
Full Year
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