
we will have plenty of opportunities to say farewell to 
Steve and show our love and appreciation.

At the time of this writing, the Personnel Committee 
has already met and is in the process of outlining 
the next steps for Session and for our congregation. 
First and foremost, Session will soon call for a 
congregational meeting to formally dissolve the 

pastoral relationship between Steve and First 
Presbyterian Church. We will give notice 

of this meeting through the Sunday 
bulletin, website, mid-week email, 

Facebook, and of course on 
Sunday mornings through 

our ministry updates.

In keeping with the staff 
restructuring plan of 
2018, our next step is 
to begin a search for a 
non-ordained director 
position who will focus 
solely on community 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 

invitation, membership 
assimilation, and 

volunteer coordination. 
This full time position is 

key for our planned staffing 
model. Our Personnel committee 

is beginning to form the search 
committee which will be charged with 

finding the person God has called to serve First 
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First Presbyterian Church, West Chester, PA
By now, most of you have heard the news that on 
Sunday, June 16, pastor Steve Clark accepted a call 
to become the new pastor of Concord Presbyterian 
Church. Steve shared this announcement via 
letter which was followed by a video email to the 
congregation providing more details. The news was 
received by both Session and staff with happiness 
for Steve and sadness for all of us. In the days that 
followed, our congregation joined in with a 
similar range of responses. We all feel sad 
and heartbroken to say farewell to 
Steve who has faithfully served 
First Pres for over 4 years. At 
the same time, we are all 
excited for God’s call in his 
life and this opportunity 
which allows him 
to use his amazing 
gifts for ministry as 
Senior Pastor of a 
congregation. Many 
of us understandably 
wonder about this 
staff transition at First 
Pres and are eager 
to hear about our next 
steps. And in the midst of 
it all, we are all grateful to 
God for Steve and his ministry 
among us.

Echoing Steve’s letter, we affirm this 
transition is taking place sooner than any of us 
expected or hoped for, and yet we also affirm this is 
a God-led move and trust in God’s plan. As a church, 

PASTORAL
TRANSITION



Rev. Greg Stovell

...continued

Pres. We will soon ask for your recommendations of candidates for this position. The Personnel Committee has also 
looked at all pastoral responsibilities at First Pres and is in conversation with Greg and Caroline to review their workload 
while making sure all areas of ministry continue to be covered, paying special attention to pastoral care and worship. If 
you have any questions regarding the transition or director search process, please don’t hesitate to reach out to Greg, 
Caroline or Steve.

In gratitude for Steve’s ministry, the Personnel Committee is inviting those interested to contribute to a love offering 
for Steve. This offering will be received online via our website (select the ‘give’ tab on the main menu) or via check with 
the words “Steve Clark” in the memo line. Please note that according to the IRS, love offerings are not tax deductible. 
Personnel and Congregational Life and Membership committees of Session are organizing a farewell lunch for Steve late 
in July. Everyone is invited! We will share details as soon as they are available.

We are grateful for God’s call in our lives. We pray for abundant blessings for Steve and Jennie and continue to give thanks 
for God’s faithfulness in leading First Presbyterian Church through 185 years of faithful ministry. To God be the glory!

PRAYER  SESSIONS
REFLECTIONS ON MONTHLY PRAYER SESSIONS: 
 God calls us to pray.  God wants to speak to us, and wants to hear from us.  Prayer connects us to God and to 
God’s power, enabling us to accomplish things beyond our natural capacities. Since February, small groups of church 
members have meet monthly on Sundays to pray for various ministries. To date, they have included Caregiving, Worship, 
Christian Education, Congregational Life, and Youth. I have been privileged to attend these sessions. I have been truly 
blessed and renewed by them.  Here are some things that I’ve learned/experienced that give me great hope and 
expectation for our church:

-  Staff & volunteers in these ministries appreciate being the focus of prayer. It encourages them and affirms their  
   work.
- These individuals are committed.  Many have been doing their particular task for many years (35 years for Margie     
   Kellermann who heads the Prayer Band).
-  Many good things are happening through these ministries.  People are comforted, challenged, renewed and refreshed.  
-  Many of the good works done by these ministries are “invisible.”  We don’t see when someone visits an individual in     
   the hospital, when a young person feels moved to go deeper in their faith journey, when a neighborhood family   
   decides to attend worship on Sundays after their children came to VBS, and on and on.
 
 If you haven’t attended one of these sessions, there are three more scheduled (July 14th – Service & Outreach, 
October 13th – Personnel, November 11th – Stewardship and Finance). Or visit the church’s website, click on Connect 
Prayer Events. You will find PDFs that list prayer requests from each of the ministries.  They can be a guide for your 
praying for the work of our church.            
                                                          
                Barb Snyder



INTRODUCING OUR NEW STEPHEN MINISTERS
Welcome to Anna Bentley and Esther Smith who have recently been commissioned as Stephen Ministers. For twenty 
years, Stephen Ministry has been a source of warmth, care, and blessing at First Pres. It has enabled First Pres to grow 
as a nurturing community where people are cherished and cared for, and their needs are taken seriously in the name 
of Jesus Christ. Stephen Ministry belongs to all of us ~ everyone at First Pres. It is a way that we as a congregation 
care for the needs of people in our congregation and community, through one-to-one, highly confidential support during 
difficult times.

“I have often felt the support and reassurance of ministers and fellow church members at First Pres. I’ve received 
love, advice and prayers that carried me through illnesses, weddings, retirement and amazing service opportunities. 
Becoming a Stephen Minister allows me to have a part in providing this same care for others and to continue gaining 
strength from sharing in our church community.” - Anna Bentley

“The Stephen Ministry training has been extremely helpful. It exemplifies the compassionate, confidential and Christ-
centered caring that is distinctly part of this ministry. I am excited to join this serving group at First Pres.” - Esther Smith

To learn more about receiving care from a Stephen Minister or being trained as a Stephen Minister, contact Rev. Caroline 
Cupp, ccupp@firstpreswc.com, 610-696-0554. 

Our newest Stephen Ministers, Anna and Esther, share their thoughts
on the commitment they have made to serve in this ministry.

NEW STEPHEN MINISTERS



CLIMATE CHANGE 

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Thanks to those who supported our Domestic Violence Collection

 Presbyterian Women of First Church offered opportunities to support Domestic Violence Center of Chester 
County through a collection during the month of April.  We are very pleased to report a successful collection of much-
needed items which included baby carriers, clothing, twin sheets, a towel set, plush blankets, body washes, and many 
other items for the very young.  We wish to thank those who so generously helped this outreach be such a success.
Following is some information about the Domestic Violence Center of Chester County which has their main location in 
West Chester, but also has satellite locations in Coatesville, Kennett Square, Phoenixville, and Oxford.

Mission
  The mission of the Domestic Violence Center of Chester County is to provide intervention, education, outreach, 
advocacy, and programs to prevent, reduce, and remedy domestic violence in Chester County.

History
 DVCCC began as the YWCA Women’s Resource Center (WRC) to serve as an information and referral service 
for Chester County women.  Once this service became known, it started receiving a flood of calls from women in 
situations of violence.  The directors of WRC, finding no organization in the area to which the victims could be referred, 
reorganized the agency as the Domestic Violence Center of Chester County, focusing on domestic violence intervention 
and prevention.  Since we opened our doors, we have served more than 40,000 victims of domestic abuse, averaging 
over 3,000 survivors and their dependent children each year.
 DVCCC is committed to empowering survivors of 
domestic abuse through providing information and supporting 
them as they reclaim their lives. DVCCC provides services at our 
main, confidentially located site and satellite sites in Coatesville, 
Kennett Square, Oxford, and Phoenixville. Services are available 
in English and Spanish. 

All services are free and confidential.

Thank you,

Presbyterian Women

The Citizens for Climate Change Action is launching a specific and time-oriented letter writing campaign through 
many churches and environmental groups within the U.S.  As we all are aware, the warming trend is rapidly 
increasing endangering the life of all creation.  For future generations, we encourage you to join us in the following 
campaign criteria: Each month beginning June 15 and continuing through November 15, write your state and federal 
representatives expressing your concern about the catastrophic dangers of climate change, the closing window of 
opportunity, and the need for action.  The communication may be postal (preferred), email or phone (also vital).

More information and guidelines in Fellowship Hall.

Questions?  marloumaciver@gmail.com



There are many opportunities for people of all ages to serve the West Chester community this summer, from gardening 
to cooking and serving food to times of building relationships with our neighbors.  Check out the website to see what 
opportunities are coming up and to sign up to be involved, Firstpreswc.com/SummerService.

SUMMER BOOK DRIVE
 Many of us enjoy diving into great books during the summer 
months but not everyone has easy access to books.  This summer we 
are inviting the First Pres community to help address that shortage in 
two communities, one near and another far.
 Did you know that more than 95% of Philadelphia public schools 
lack a functioning library?  First Pres member Barb Snyder volunteers in 
the library at one of those schools, and has brought some of their needs 
to our attention.
 Earlier this year First Pres member Anna Bentley traveled to 
Cameroon to work with mission partner Beverley Harrar.  While there she 
served at Greenhouse FES, a school for missionary children, which also 
has a great need for new books.
 Both schools have sent us lists of specific books they would 
like to add to their libraries, which we have put on display in Fellowship 
Hall.  Similar to the Christmas Giving Tree, there are tags you can take 
of books you are willing to buy.  We also have a book list posted on an 
Amazon Wishlist called “Books for All: First Pres Summer Book Drive”, so 
you can participate in giving even if you aren’t at church this summer.  Return your purchased books to church and we 
will get them to the final destinations.

 
Many thanks from the Service & Outreach Committee



Wishing You a Safe and Happy Vacation
     If you are staying in a motel, or hotel or a spa resort, etc., this summer, and do not use

the soap, the shampoo, conditioner, lotion, or shower hat, etc., provided, would you consider 
saving them for the Presbyterian Women’s Organization? We use these unopened items 

to make mini-spa bags which the residents love to receive. With your help, we can do it again 
this year. Thank you!

May Actual May Budget
Year to Date 

Actual
Year to Date 

Budget Full Year Budget

Income $99,363 $106,540 $512,280 $535,940 $1,246,388

Expenses $87,871 $97,489 $490,057 $506,990 $1,246,388

Difference $11,492 $9,051 $22,223 $28,950 $0

FINANCIAL OVERVIEW

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!

SUMMER STUDY OPPORTUNITY

Name   High School
Maddie Brown  Rustin High School
Colin Corrigan  Malvern Prep
Lauren Hoopes  Downingtown West High School
Steven Kurek  Henderson High School
Liam Sinclair  Delaware Valley Friends School
Alison Yocum  Rustin High School

Name   College, University or Graduate School
Ali Bender  University of Alabama
Anna D’Ginto  University of Pennsylvania Law School
Eric Diestelow  Georgetown University
Alex Drap  Penn State University
Madeline Hendricks Penn State University
Natalie Hoopes  Penn State University - Masters’ Degree
Greta LaLeike  Temple University - Tyler School of Arts
Carolyn Menan  Drexel University – Masters’ Degree
Meredith O’Connell University of Kentucky

If you love the Bible, feel ambivalent towards it or have been avoiding it, a new book study is 
starting just for you! “Inspired” by the late Rachel Held Evans, will meet you where you are and 
take you on a journey to explore the Bible in a new way. The book is written about “one woman’s 
journey back to loving the Bible,” and is open to all. We will also include an online forum so that 
you can learn and discuss along with us even if you can’t attend in person. We will meet on 
Sundays starting July 14 - August 18 from 11:45 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. and lunch will be provided. Email 
April Hankins at apriljhankins@gmail.com to join or sign up on the sheet in Fellowship Hall.

Congratulations and God bless all our graduates! We wish them much success in the future! 



FIRST PRES CONTACTCOMING UP @ FIRST PRESS
• July 4: Cook & Serve Dinner at Safe Harbor  (Summer Service)

• July 6: Cook & Serve Dinner at Safe Harbor

• July 7-13:  High School Trip (Fun in the Son)

• July 9: Gardening at WCU Campus Garden

• July  12: Food Distribution at Church Street Towers

• July 14: Prayer Session (Service & Outreach)

• July  15: Packing Brown Bag Lunches for Safe Harbor

• July 22-27: Middle School Trip (Great Escape)

• July 25: Block Party

• July 28: Nursing Home Worship

• August 4: Communion at All Services

• August 11: Nametag Sunday

• August 18: Newsletter Deadline for September/October Issue

For a full calendar of events, visit 
www.firstpreswc.com or contact the church office.

In Memoriam
• Margaret B. Chalfant, member from December 1, 1935 to May 2, 2019
• Doris Brubaker, member from February 26, 1996 to June 6, 2019
• Ruth M. Spencer, member from March 28, 1956 to June 16, 2019

The sympathy and prayers of the congregation are extended to:
• Carol Keiler and Kelsey Wallace in the death of Carol’s daughter and Kelsey’s  

  aunt

• The family of Margaret Chalfant

• Charles and Karen Gaffney and family in the death of Charles’ mother

• The family of Doris Brubaker

• Diane and Glenn Burkland and family in the death of Diane’s  mother

• Nancy Ninos and family in the death of her sister, Ruth Spencer

Baptisms
• Sydney Lynn Solarz, born February 7, 2018, daughter of Mark and Kristi Solarz
• Sloan Evans Mulhern, born September 14, 2018, daughter of Bryan and Megan 
Mulhern
• Abigail Kathleen Balascio, born December 8, 2018, daughter of Eric and Caitlin 
Balascio

Births
• Beau Alexander Hinson, born March 28, 2019, son of Jonny and Elizabeth Hinson.

 Senior Pastor
   Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell
   gstovell@firstpreswc.com
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   Rev. Steve Clark
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 Program
   Music: Sándor Kádár
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  Church Office
 
   Finance and Operations: Jeff Somers
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   Administrative Assistant: Claire Kramer
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