
What’s New in Adult Education this Winter?

Sunday mornings: 9:00 am – The Adult Bible Study 
class will begin a study of the book of Hebrews.
Wednesday mornings: 6:30 am – All men are welcome 
to join this group of early risers as they read and 
discuss N. T. Wright’s Simply Jesus: A New Vision 
of Who He Was, What He Did and Why He Matters.

Wednesday evenings: 6:30 – 7:30 pm 
In the Pastor’s Corner, Pastor Greg and Pastor Steve 

will examine the books of Philemon and 
Colossians, along with a 3 week look 

in February at Dietrich Bonhoeffer.

The women’s study group will dive 
into Original Blessing: Putting 

Sin in Its Rightful Place.  
*Please note that child care 

is available from 6:30 - 7:30 
on Wednesday evenings 
for children aged birth 
through 5th grade.

An online discussion 
group is also forming 
around the Original 
Blessing book.  You 
can read the book 

and participate in the 
discussion whenever is 

convenient for you.  Contact 
Sara Pantazes for details.

Thursday  night men’s group: 
7:00 – 9:00 pm - This  discussion  

group will look at the book of Revelation.

For more information on these and other 
ongoing opportunities for learning and fellowship,

h t t p s : / / w w w . f i r s t p r e s w c . c o m / a d u l t - g r o u p s .

Sara Pantazes
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One of my favorite things to do at church is participate in a 
Bible study.  Whether the group is studying the Word of God 
directly or some other kind of book about Christian living or 
theology, I relish opportunities to come into discussion with 
others, to wrestle with Biblical texts, and wonder together 
what it means to live as God’s faithful people.  It helps me know 
my church family, myself and, most importantly, God better.

Judging by the number of Bible studies and small groups in this 
church, I know that I am not the only one who feels that way!  We 
have two adult groups that meet on Sunday mornings, 
three weekly men’s groups, two weekly women’s 
group, five Presbyterian Women circles, two 
weekly youth Bible studies…and those 
are just the groups I know about.

Proverbs 27: 17 is quoted 
frequently but still rings true 
– “Iron sharpens iron, and 
one person sharpens the 
wits of another.”  Eugene 
Peterson put it this way 
in The Message: “You 
use steel to sharpen 
steel, and one friend 
sharpens another.”   We 
are better when we are 
together.  Whether you 
have participated in a 
regular study group for 
years or have stepped 
in and out over time, I 
hope that you will find a 
place in one of the studies 
we are offering this winter.  
Many details are below, including 
information on a new online group!  

Is there a topic you are interested in 
learning more about or discussing with your 
church family?  Let me know, and we will see if we can 
work it into the plans.  Happy New Year, First Pres! Here’s to a new 
year of learning, growing, serving and glorifying God together.
          

NEW YEAR 
NEW BEGINNINGS
F i r s t  P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h



The Music Ministry presented an extremely 
successful and well attended Candlelight 
Christmas Concert on December 2. Numerous 
groups participated, including the Chancel, 
Chamber, and Cherub Choirs, Celebration 
Singers, Brass Group, Worship Band, and guest 
musicians, totaling seventy performers in the 
Chancel area. In the audience were 412 people 
who sang mightily with us during the sing-along 
numbers. We enjoyed fellowship and a merry 
reception in the Fellowship Hall following the 
concert.

A large, upcoming project is the Weekend 
with the Arts, March 1-3, 2019. The Chorus Line 
Company will entertain the audience on the 
opening night of March 1, 2019. This group is 
comprised of WCU students who share a love for 
performing Broadway tunes and repertoire in a 
semi-staged manner. Many of our members who 

attended the Chapel Dedication last year hailed 
them as being “genuinely funny, entertaining, 
and full of youthful energy.” The Fellowship Hall 
will be open all day on Saturday to anyone from 
the church and community who is interested 
in visual art. It is a great opportunity to meet 
local artists and acquire their artwork. For 
the Sunday concert, we will welcome The 
Philadelphia Brass, one of America’s leading 
brass quintets. If you love brass music, do 
not miss this concert! They have selected an 
interesting, entertaining, and diverse repertoire 
for their concert at our church.

Ministry Spotlight
Music Ministry Advent Success...

Sándor Kádár

Save the Date! VBS
 Evenings of Sunday, 
 June 23 - Thursday, June 27

To Mars and Beyond: 
Exploring Where God’s Power Can Take You!

Interested in Volunteering? 
Contact Sara Pantazes 



We have had an incredibly succesful year up to this point in the Youth Ministry! Whether it be the 
continued growth of our Bible Studies, the fact that we had 60+ students come out for Hawk Night, or 
our increasing number of students joining us for retreats, we’ve seen so many students impacted this 
year in very meaningful ways. 

During this period of growth, we’ve had so many church members and others donate to and support us 
through various fundraisers! Through your support we are able to continue to be effective and keep our 
costs for various events and trips low for families. We appreciate our church family so much. We look 
forward to seeing and serving you at the spaghetti dinner and thank you again for all the support you 
provide us! 

Sándor Kádár

Youth Spaghetti Dinner - January 27th 

Adults - $15
Children - $10
Under 3 - Free

Seating Times: 

4:30 & 6:30 
LIVE MUSIC
for tickets - www.firstpreswc.com/spaghetti 



Hope Circle Celebration

THE COUNTY OF CHESTER
November 29, 2018

Hope Circle/Presbyterian Women’s Organization 
130 W. Miner Street
West Chester, Pa 19382

Dear Ladies of the Hope Circle/Pres. Women’s Organization, 

“Thank You” does not suffice for all the wonderful spa bags, makeup/shaving bags, 
lotions, hairbrushes, perfume, cologne, jewelry, toiletries, calendars, puzzle books, 
etc. that you so generously donated to our residents at Pocopson Home! The care and 
attention you gave to each gift bag was so very kind and detailed - such a wonderful 
thing to see in a day and age when little things tend to get overlooked. And, as always, 
your organization is absolutely amazing! Our residents will be absolutely thrilled to 
recieve such useful, thoughtful, and lovely gift bags. 

May you all receive one hundred-fold the happiness and kindness you have shared 
with our residents - not just by providing lovely gifts, but by remembering them and 
sharing with them your time, resources, and compassion! Thank you for thinking of the 
residents of Pocopson Home and for your generosity and benevolent consideration. 

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays, and Happy New Year. 

Sincerely, 
The Residents of Pocopson Home 

The Activities Department 

Nancy Zunino McGready 

Dear Members and Friends of First Presbyterian Church, 

Than you for your many contributions for the Pocopson Home gift bags. We 
appreciate your help in making this project a success.

Below is a letter of appreciation from Nancy Zunino McGready, activities director, 
thanking us and YOU! We could not have done this without you!

Sincerely, 
Hope Circle



We would like to thank everyone who has been 
involved in working on our house to make 
it wheelchair accessible for Dave once he is 
discharged to home. We could have never imagined 
the number of people who have taken the time 
and effort to help Dave and me. We are so humbly 
blessed and truly thankful for you all. 

It has been a long 5 months since his stroke, and 
it has kept me busy running back and forth from 
home, to Jefferson Hospital, Bryn Mawr Rehab, and 
now Wellington Terrace, and of course First Pres. 
I am thankful to have been able to still work with 
adjusted hours so that I am able to do something 
that I love. I have no idea what it will be like once 

he comes home, although I have been told that 
he will need round the clock care then at least 
for a period of time as he improves. 

We were truly blessed for him to be able to be 
home for Christmas Day. He has been starting 
to eat regular food once a day, so he was able 
to enjoy my Christmas egg casserole and fruit. 
It was a wonderful day for him as well as our 
children and grandchildren to have him finally 
see his new house after being away from it for 
so long. He really liked what he saw.

We would like to have an open house sometime 
in the spring to welcome and thank everyone 
who has helped out so they can see the 
finished product as well as the guest of honor 
– Dave!  Thank you all again, and God bless you 
all.

Dave and Karen Goldstein

A HEARTFELT

THANK
YOU



Darkness to Light exists to empower adults through awareness and educational programs to 
prevent, recognize, and react responsibly to child abuse.  Darkness to Light understands that 
learning the facts and talking about childhood abuse helps prevent it. 

Using Darkness to Light’s Stewards of Children program, our authorized facilitator, Steve Douglas, 
offers practical prevention training with a conversational, real-world approach.  This class is 
required by First Presbyterian Church, for anyone who works directly with children, anyone 
employed by First Pres regardless of their contact with children, and anyone with access to a 
church key and access card to the church. Register with Sara Pantazes, in the church office, 
spantazes@firstpreswc.com or 610-696-0554.

Darkness to Light, Stewards of Children Training Class
Tuesday, Feb 12, 2019, 6:30 p.m.

Per capita Apportionment for fiscal year 2019:
Our reported membership is 1,364 and is based upon the membership of your church as reported to the 
last General Assembly and recorded in the G.A. Minutes, Part II (2017). 

  G.A. : $ 7.73
  Synod: $2.30 
  Presbytery: $24.75  
  Total: $34. 78/ Per Person

Hearing Screening – If you would like to check your hearing, we will be offering free 15-minute 
screenings at the church on Sunday, January 27 from 8:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.  Please sign up on the 
clipboard in Fellowship Hall.  If you have any questions, contact Gordon Leidy at (610) 696-6192.

Hearing Screenings in January

Per Capita Information

  $10,543.72
  $3,137.20
  $33,759.00   
  Total: $47,439.92/ First Pres’ Commitment

In November, the Presbytery approved their 2019 budget. This budget is supported by our congregations 
through two forms of giving: Shared Proportional (“Per Capita”) and Mission Giving. 

What is Per Capita? 
Per Capita gifts are determined on the basis of congregation’s membership. Your contribution supports 
the cost of our shared ministry: leadership training for pastors and church officers; staff to support and 
resource our congregations, committees, commissions and teams; and innovative General Assembly and 
Synod initiatives. 

Who pays Per Capita? 
Per Capita is drawn from our budget. It is, therefore, incredibly helpful when church members cover their 
apportionment through giving with the blue envelopes marked “Per Capita” or by online giving. 



FIRST PRES CONTACTComing up @ First Pres
• Jan 9: Bridge Dinner Resumes
• Jan 9: Pastor’s Corner; Women’s Study
• Jan 13: Congregational Meeting for Election of Officers (10 am)
• Jan 13: Connections Class
• Jan 20: Youth MLK Day of Service 
• Jan 21: Martin Luther King Jr. Day - Church office closed
• Jan 27: Annual Congregational Meeting; Youth Spaghetti Supper; Nursing 

Home Worship
• Feb 5: Pub Theology - Ryan’s Pub - 7 pm
• Feb 9: Guatemala Dinner and Presentation
• Feb 15-17: Winter Re:Fresh - Youth Retreat
• Feb 17: Newsletter Submission Cutoff
• Feb 18: Presidents Day - Church office Closed
• Mar 1-3: Weekend with the Arts

For a full calendar of events, visit 
www.firstpreswc.com or contact the church office.

In Memoriam
• Anne Louise Rice, member from November 30, 1960 to November 19, 2018
• Margery B. Lockwood, member from February 15, 1959 to November 20, 2018

The sympathy and prayers of the congregation are extended to:
• Russell and Wanda LaVigne and family in the death of their son;
• Ed and Lisa Hoopes and family in the death of Ed’s father
• Samuel Rice and family in the death of his wife.

 Senior Pastor
   Rev. Dr. Greg Stovell
   gstovell@firstpreswc.com

 Associate Pastors
   Rev. Steve Clark
   sclark@firstpreswc.com

   Rev. Caroline Cupp
   ccupp@firstpreswc.com

 Program
   Music: Sándor Kádár
   skadar@firstpreswc.com 
   
   Contemp. Worship Leader: Eric Hankins
   ehankins@firstpreswc.com 
  
   Youth Ministry: Cole Seaman
   cseaman@firstpreswc.com
  
   Director of CE: Sara Pantazes
   spantazes@firstpreswc.com
  
   Music Associate: Brian Claeys
   bclaeys@firstpreswc.com  
   
   Nursery/Young Familes: Maurisa Warren
   mwarren@firstpreswc.com

   Bucket School Director: Jen Drap 
   jdrap@firstpreswc.com
  

  Church Office
 
   Office Manager: Karen Goldstein
   kgoldstein@firstpreswc.com

   Administrative Assistant: Beth Hull 
   bhull@firstpreswc.com

   Bookeeper: Claire Kramer
   

Congregational Meeting 
for the purpose of electing officers

Annual meeting 
of the corporation and congregation 
of First Presbyterian Church

10 am
in Sanctuary

11:45 am
in Sanctuary

January 13

January 27



130 West Miner Street  
West Chester, PA 19382

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

13th Annual

March 1-3, 2019FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
WEST CHESTER, PA

Weekend 
with the Arts Friday Evening - Gala Art Show opening with live music by Jazz Sanctuary;

     custom jewelry by Katie Winters; refreshments
Saturday Morning - Hands-on event for children; Art Show open all day
Sunday Afternoon - Concert and Art Show


