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Welcome to First Presbyterian Church. As a community of faith, 
we strive to “above all, love.” As we worship God together, we pray 
that you will experience Christ’s presence in our midst, and that he 
will sustain you in the week ahead. A special welcome goes out to 
you if you are visiting. If you are with us for the first time, stop by the 
Welcome Center in the foyer to find out about the many opportunities 
available to you in the life of our congregation. We hope you will 
worship with us again next Sunday. 

We invite you to sign the Friendship Register, which you will find at 
the center aisle of each pew. As you pass it to others in your pew, 
note who is sitting near you, so you may greet them by name. 
• Please note that hearing aids and large print bulletins are 

available from the ushers. 
• Maps showing available parking are in the racks in the Fellowship 

Hall.  
• Our Nursery is open at both the 9:00 and 10:30 a.m. services and 

welcomes little ones through age 2. It is located at the bottom of 
the steps just outside the sanctuary.

Children are always welcome, and encouraged to participate in 
worship. Children’s Worship Activity Bags are available from the 
ushers.

Leading Us in Worship Today:

Greg Stovell, Pastor
Steve Clark, Associate Pastor

Jill Reichert, Interim Director of Children’s Ministry
Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts

Sándor Kádár, Organist
Jane Waddington, Assistant Organist

The Mission Statement of First Presbyterian Church

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church 
responds to God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of 

hospitality, worship, faith development,  
service and generosity.
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ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness                                          
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the    
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones. 

* Indicates that all who are able are invited to stand.

ORGAN PRELUDE   If You But Trust In God To Guide You arr. John A. Benke

*CALL TO WORSHIP (responsively)
O come, let us sing to the Lord; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; 
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!

For the Lord is a great God, and a great king above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.

The sea is his, for he made it, and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, our maker!

*HYMN #41          “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!” Lyons

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (unison)
God of wilderness and water,
your Son was baptized and tempted as we are. 
Guide us through this season,
that we may not avoid struggle,
but open ourselves to blessing,
through the cleansing depths of repentance
and the heaven-rending words of the Spirit. Amen.

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON
*RESPONSE                                                                                                 Meineke

“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was
in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; world without end, Amen, Amen.”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                           The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

8:00 a.m. Worship Service                                                FIRST SUNDAY
                                                                                                                   IN LENT  
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WELCOME AND MINISTRY UPDATES
OLD TESTAMENT READING     Exodus 17:1-7 Old Testament Page 64

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
 Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING                                                                

   Offertory                          “Beneath The Cross of Jesus” arr. James Mansfield
                                              Julie Claeys, Piano, Jane Waddington, Organ

*Offertory Response, #606,     The Doxology                        Old Hundredth
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD

NEW TESTAMENT READING    John 4:5-26                   New Testament Page 94                  

SERMON                                    “Under Water” Ridgley Beckett

GO IN GOD’S NAME
*HYMN #65              “Gude Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” CWM Rhondda             

*BENEDICTION
ORGAN POSTLUDE   Largo from Concerto in A Minor A. Vivaldi
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ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME
CHIMES – A call to stillness                                          
 Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the ringing of the   
 chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. Please silence cell phones. 

* Indicates that all who are able are invited to stand.

ORGAN PRELUDE    I Call to You, Lord Jesu Christ (BWV 639) J.S. Bach  
  Germany (1685-1750)
*OPENING SENTENCES (responsively)

The Lord is merciful and gracious,
   slow to anger, and abounding in love.

Tested by the devil in the wilderness, Jesus said:
    “You shall worship the Lord your God alone.”
Let us worship God.

*HYMN #41          “O Worship the King, All Glorious Above!” Lyons

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (responsively)
This is the proof of God’s great love:
that while we were sinners
Christ died for us.
Trusting in God’s grace, let us confess our sin.

God of great mercy, we confess
that we have sinned against you.
You provide our daily bread;
still we hunger for other things.
You give your word to guide us;
still we surrender to temptation.
Forgive us, God of grace.
Create a clean heart within us,
teach us your holy way,
and restore the joy of salvation;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS (responsively)
God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the gift of the Holy Spirit.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

Thanks be to God!

9:00 and 10:30 a.m. Worship Service FIRST SUNDAY
   IN LENT 
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*RESPONSE                                                                                                 Meineke
“Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was

in the beginning, is now and ever shall be; world without end, Amen, Amen.”

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (unison)                                           The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 
his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right 
hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the 
dead. I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.

WELCOME AND MINISTRY UPDATES
SCRIPTURE LESSON   Psalm 107:23-32 (responsively) Old Testament Page 560 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

*RESPONSE #184                   “Calm to the Waves” Calm Seas
                                                                      Sing two times.

GIVE THANKS TO GOD
THE OFFERING                                                                

   Offertory                Adagio in C for Glass Harmonika (KV 356) W.A. Mozart
  (Austria, 1756-1791)

*Offertory Response, #606,     The Doxology                        Old Hundredth
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
praise him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.”

   *Prayer of Dedication

PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD
MORNING MESSAGE “The Tale of the Three Trees” Tom Long and Allen Pote
                                              Presented as a part of the Weekend of the Arts

I.                  A Prayer for Tomorrow
II.               High on a Hill
III.              The Chopping Song
IV.              Trim the Branches

Soloists:  Jillie Bruton, Caitlin Treichel, Elise Volkman and Pablo Ortiz
V.               The Dream of the Tree Came True

Solo Voices:  Julia Scherer and Sienna Langdon; Mahlon Bierly,
      Nick Dakes, Nathaniel Olmstead and Leah Skomorucha
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GO IN GOD’S NAME
CLOSING PRAYER
*HYMN #226                   “There in God’s Garden” Shades Mountain             

*BENEDICTION
*CHORAL RESPONSE      “Go Now in Peace” Natalie Sleeth
                                                           The Celebration Singers 

ORGAN POSTLUDE  Improvisation on There in God’s Garden Sándor Kádár
* * *

The Chancel Flowers are to the Glory of God and are given by:
her family, in memory of Mary Lou Klein; 

Bill, Kelsey, Jeff, Drew Wallace and Carol Keiler,
in memory of Lynne Keiler Wallace and Jim Keiler; 

Ellen Endslow, in memory of Harriet Endslow;
and the Stone family in honor of their granddaughter,

 Aven Elizabeth Lauer’s First Birthday.

Ushers
 8:00 a.m. – Bill Benson, Head Usher; Charles Haverstraw 
 9:00 a.m. –  Charlie Myhre, Head Usher; Dan and Nancy Ohms,
                       Art and Ann Massey
 10:30 a.m. – Larry Trerotola, Head Usher; Janet and Bruce Marra 

Coffee Deacons today:  Martha Anderson, Justin Bruton

******************
The Celebration Singers and the Cherub Choir

Marcia Sommers, Director of Music and Fine Arts Ministries
Julie Claeys, Accompanist                      Linda Davis, Choir Assistant

 9:00 a.m. Narrator:  Nick Dakes                 10:30 a.m. Narrator:  Nathaniel Olmstead

Celebration Singers (Grades 2-5)
Mahlon Bierly                Sienna Langdon              Julia Scherer
Jillie Bruton                   Nathaniel Olmsted           Leah Skomorucha
Whitney Coyle               Celio Ortiz                       Caitlin Treichel
Ana Dakes                      Pablo Ortiz                      Elise Volkman
Nick Dakes                     Kate Pruden

Cherub Choir (PreK, K and Grade 1)
Leah Carrozzino              Steele Miskiewicz           Kiki Simunov
Sadie Coyle                     Lily Petersen                    Ben Skormorucha
Alexander Dakes             Danny Reis
Jacklyn Langdon             Julianne Reis

Mary: Lindsey Volkman         Joseph: Andrew Pruden           Jesus: Sam Prochnau
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WORSHIP
• All Church Brunch March 12 following Single Service 9:00 a.m. As part of our 
“Table Talks with Jesus” theme for Lent, plan on being with us for our one worship 
service, then join us around the tables in Fellowship Hall or Social Hall for a delicious 
brunch! Nothing to bring; just come and enjoy great food, fellowship, and conversation 
as part of our First Pres family. (If you can, stop by the “Brunch Guests” table in the long 
hallway, or call the church office, to let us know how many in your household will be 
coming – so we have a rough estimate in planning for food and seating.)

• Easter Flowers:  In the pew racks, and throughout the church, you’ll find envelopes you 
can use to support the lilies and other spring flowers that will bring our Sanctuary to life 
on Easter Day (April 16). Return the envelope, or contact the church office with a gift of 
$12.00 by April 9; be sure to complete the envelope with your name and the name of your 
loved ones. You can also make your gift online at:

http://www.shelbygiving.com/dl/?uid=firs130226. 
There is also a link at the bottom of the church homepage http://www.firstpreswc.com 
(please note “paid online” on the envelope). Thank you from your Worship Committee.

CAREGIVING
• Spiritual Connections resumes tomorrow, March 6, 6:30 - 8:00 in the Herron 
Lounge.  All women are welcome to participate in a lively discussion about The Book 
of Joy: Lasting Happiness in a Changing World (2016), an inspiring and thought-
provoking conversation between the Dalai Lama and Archbishop Desmond Tutu.  
Spiritual Connections meets 1st and 3rd Mondays.  Questions should be directed to 
Ellen Endslow eendslow@verizon.net.

• Homebound Communion: Next Sunday, March 12. Please consider joining the 
Deacon Worship Committee as we team up to deliver communion to our homebound 
members. No training is necessary as you will be assigned with an experienced 
ordained member. You will find it to be quite a rewarding and spiritual experience. 
Please contact Dave Hewett at dchewett@verizon.net to join the team.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

The annual meeting of the congregation and corporation of 
the First Presbyterian Church of West Chester 

will take place today at 11:30 a.m.
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• Free Hearing Screening: On Sunday  March 19, Gordon Leidy, Audiologist, (retired) is 
once again offering free hearing screening to our members. The testing takes approximately 
15 minutes after which Gordon will consult with you briefly about the results. This will 
be done in Rev. Caroline Cupp’s office. Volunteers are also needed to help keep the area 
quiet and direct the people to Gordon as needed. Sign up sheets are in Fellowship Hall.

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
 • Save The Dates! June 26-29 is Vacation Bible School at First Pres this summer. 
Calling all children, teens, parents, and enthusiastic volunteers!  This year’s theme will 
be announced soon along with more details so stay tuned.  If you have any questions 
or want to be the first volunteer to sign up, email VBS Coordinator Sara Pantazes at 
spantazes@firstpreswc.com.

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE AND MEMBERSHIP
Please note: parent/responsible adult presence required at all family friendly events.

• Bridge Dinner this Wednesday – Due to lack of adequate refrigeration space, 
Wednesday’s meal will be pizza and salad bar.  Since the pizza needs to be ordered ahead 
of time, reservations are required.  NO WALK-INS WILL BE ACCEPTED.  Please email 
Samantha Myers at smyers@firstpreswc.com or call the office for reservations.

• Adult Learning Opportunity at The Bridge: “On the Way with Jesus” is a five-
session Bible study, led by Pastor Steve Clark, that will reflect on events in Jesus’ ministry 
during his journey from Galilee to Jerusalem – where he would face his opponents and 
be crucified. Bring your Bible and join us 630-730 in Herron Lounge beginning this 
Wednesday, March 8.

• Lenten Lunches: Beginning March 8 through April 12, join us for a brief Lenten 
Study, along with lunch and table fellowship from 12:00 - 12:45 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
There is no cost for lunch, but contributions are welcomed!

• Sign Up for a Lent Dinner today. As part of our Lenten theme, “Table Talks with 
Jesus,” 19 families have offered to host a dinner between Ash Wednesday and Easter. 
YOU can be a guest for one of those dinners! Sign-up sheets are in Fellowship Hall  OR 
you can sign up online at the First Pres website www.firstpreswc.com; click on the “Sign 
Up” tab, then “Lent Dinner Attending” and make your reservation. You’ll be contacted to 
confirm your reservation, and given needed details of address, etc. It’s that easy!

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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• Connections New Members Class: Sunday, March 19, 11:30-2:00 in Herron Lounge. 
If you’re interested in learning more about what we’re up to here at the corner of Miner & 
Darlington OR in meeting others (both newer folks and longtime First Pres members) OR 
in becoming a member of First Pres OR all of the above – join us for this gathering. Lunch 
is included. Childcare is also available if needed (just call/email the office and let us 
know). For those who choose to become members, you’ll meet with session the following 
Sunday, March 26, 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. in Social Hall (lunch is included again). If you 
or someone you know is interested, or you just have questions, contact Pastor Steve Clark 
(sclark@firstpreswc.com / 610-696-0554x111).

• Free tax-filing service is available at the West Chester Senior Center for low and moderate 
income tax payers and for senior taxpayers with basic tax returns, by appointment only.   
AARP Tax Counselors will be at the Center offering free tax assistance until Friday, 
April 10. You must call the Senior Center at 610-431-4242 to make an appointment. 
Please refer to the March issue of First Press or call the Senior Center  to find out what 
documents you need to have with you at your appointment.

• First Pres Travelers: Tuesday, April 11, 2017, tour of the Pentagon Building and the 
Newseum in the afternoon is sold out. We are compiling a waiting list, so if you are 
interested, please contact Thom Clapper at psuthom@verizon.net.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Sermon Notes
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SUNDAY – March 5
Weekend With The Arts
 8:00am Worship
 8:30am Art Show (through 6:00pm)
     Sunday Social (‘til 10:30am)
 9:00am Worship Tale of Three Trees;
     Nursery to age 2; 
     Adult Sunday School;  
     Confimation Class;  
     Radio Broadcast on  
     1520AM; Live web stream
 10:30am  Worship Tale of Three Trees;
     Nursery to age 2;
     JAM age 3-Grade 5
  11:30am Annual Meeting of the
     Congregation
 3:00pm Column Classics presents  
     Ahreum Han Congdon,  
     organ
 4:00pm Youth Fellowship at WCU  
     Planetarium

MONDAY – March 6
  6:30pm Spiritual Connections

TUESDAY – March 7
 10:00am Faith Community Nurse
     Office Hours
 5:30pm  Men’s Ministry Studies -  
     Mars Group

    
WEDNESDAY – March 8
The Bridge
 9:00am Sew Many Blessings
 9:30am Praise Circle (offsite)
  12:00pm Lenten Lunch
     Bulletin deadline
 5:30pm Bridge Dinner (til 6:15)
     Cherub Choir
 6:00pm Celebration Singers
 6:30pm BridgeKidz
     Adult Study
 7:30pm Chancel Ringers
 7:40pm Stephen Ministry
      Supervision

THURSDAY – March 9
 9:00am Hope Crcle
 11:30am MCHC Mom’s Group
 6:30pm JuBellation Ringers
 7:00pm Men’s Mere Christianity  
     Study 
 7:30pm Chancel Choir
     Youth Bible Study (offsite)

FRIDAY – March 10
 6:30am Men’s Friday Morning Study
 12:30pm FPC Bereavement Group
 1:00pm Sweet Dreams
 5:00pm Middle School Mission Trip

 

SUNDAY – March 12
Please note: one service only
2:00am Daylight Savings begins
 9:00am Worship, Nursery to age 2; 
     Adult Bible Study
     Sunday School for  
     all ages  Confimation  
     Class;  Radio Broadcast  
     on 1520AM; Live web  
     stream
 10:00am Congregational Brunch
 4:00pm Youth Fellowship

Office Hours:  
      Mon - Fri 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

 
First Pres on Facebook  

Keep up with your church family at www.facebook.com/firstpreswc

THIS WEEK AT FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH



LENT 2017

new sermon series

130 West Miner Street, West Chester, Pennsylvania  19382
Phone: 610.696.0554   |   Fax: 610.696.7226

office@firstpreswc.com   |   www.firstpreswc.com

please text your support to 610-347-5509 ( $$$ FPC )


