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We are like islands in the sea, separate on the surface 
but connected in the deep.

― William James



Welcome to First Presbyterian Church

We’re glad you’re here with us today. We fondly refer to this community of 
Christ-followers as “First Pres,” and you being here is one of God’s blessings 
for our fellowship. If you wonder what we’re up to at First Pres, it’s actually 
pretty simple. In fact, we use a short phrase to remind ourselves of our shared 
purpose: “Above all, love.” Drawn from a New Testament text (1 Peter 4:8-11), 
those brief words challenge us to focus everything we do on loving God and 
loving every single person we encounter. So every day we’re learning how to 
do just that, as God’s Spirit keeps working in our lives.
 
By the way, we can’t take credit for this idea. It goes as far back as Jesus. He 
was once asked to sum up what it looks like to really be alive; what we should 
aim for in our lives if we want to live as fully as we can. His answer? Love God 
with every fiber of your being, and love the people around you. So whether we 
meet you in worship, or in the hallway, or in one of our many activities—or just 
run into you around town— we hope that you will feel the deep love of God 
welcoming and embracing you. We really are glad that you’re here.

Our Mission Statement

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church responds to 
God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of hospitality, worship, faith 
development, service and generosity. 

Use these moments prior to the Prelude to greet one another briefly. At the 
ringing of the chimes, please seek the presence of God in stillness and quiet. 
Please silence cell phones.  The asterisk (*) invites you to stand as you are able.



Chimes and Prelude    Valley of Peace
Howard E. Starks

*Call To Worship
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light;
 those who lived in deep darkness – on them a light has shined.
Let us worship the God who calls us home.
 Let us worship the God who sends us forth.

*Hymn #761      Called as Partners in Christ’s Service
Beecher

*Prayer of Confession

Almighty God,
we confess that we have not been faithful to you
in our thoughts and actions.
We have been selfish in our desires
and quarrelsome in our relationships.
We have allowed fear to divide us from those who seem different,
and let distrust separate us from our brothers and sisters.
Shine your light into our darkened hearts.
Save us from our divisive ways.
Unite us in the same mind as Jesus Christ
who dwells with you and the Holy Spirit
in perfect harmony. Amen

*Assurance of Pardon

*Response       Meineke

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,

world without end. Amen. Amen.



*Creed  (From the Confession of 1967, PC(USA))
God has created the peoples of the earth to be one universal family. 
In his reconciling love, God overcomes the barriers between people
 and breaks down every form of discrimination
 based on racial or ethnic difference, real or imaginary. 
The church is called to bring all people to receive and uphold one another
as persons in all relationships of life: 
in employment, housing, education, leisure, marriage, family, church, 
and the exercise of political rights. 
Therefore, the church labors for the abolition of all racial discrimination 
and ministers to those injured by it. 
Congregations, individuals, or groups of Christians 
who exclude, dominate, or patronize their fellowmen, 
however subtly, resist the Spirit of God 
and bring contempt on the faith which they profess. 

*Passing of the Peace

Children’s Message
After the message, children can return to their families for worship or

meet their teachers in the back of the Sanctuary to go to Sunday School.

Response 
God of great and God of small, God of one and God of all,

God of weak and God of strong, God to whom all things belong,
alleluia, alleluia, praise be to your name.

Welcome and Ministry Updates

Scripture Reading   Psalm 27:1, 4-9 (Old Testament, p.503)

Anthem     My Lord What a Mornin’
African-American Spiritual arr. Harry Burleighl

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.



Offertory  Tune My Heart to Sing Thy Praise
Sondra K. Tucker

*Doxology       Now Thank We All Our God
  All praise and thanks to God, who reigns in highest heaven,

to Father and to Son and Spirit now be given: the one eternal God, 
whom heaven and earth adore, the God who was, and is, and shall be ever-more.

Ordination and Installation of Officers

Do you trust in Jesus Christ your Savior, acknowledge him Lord of all and Head of the Church, 
and through him believe in one God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?

To Deacons and Elders:
Do you accept the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament to be, by the Holy Spirit, the unique 
and authoritative witness to Jesus Christ in the Church Universal, and God’s Word to you?

Do you sincerely receive and adopt the essential tenets of the Reformed faith as expressed in 
the confessions of our church as authentic and reliable expositions of what Scripture leads us to 
believe and do, and will you be instructed and led by those confessions as you lead the people of 
God?

Will you fulfill your office in obedience to Jesus Christ under the authority of Scripture, and 
continually guided by our confessions?

Will you be governed by our church’s polity and will you abide by its discipline? Will you be a 
friend among our colleagues in ministry, working with them subject to the ordering of God’s 
Word and Spirit?

Will you in your own life seek to follow the Lord Jesus Christ, love your neighbors and work for 
the reconciliation of the world?

Do you promise to further the peace, unity, and purity of the church?

Will you seek to serve the people with energy, intelligence, imagination and love?

To Deacons:
Will you be a faithful deacon, teaching charity, urging concern, and directing the people’s help 
to the friendless and those in need? In your ministry will you try to show the love and justice of 
Jesus Christ?

To Elders:
Will you be a faithful elder, watching over the people, providing for their worship, nurture and 
service? Will you share in government and discipline, serving in governing bodies of the church, 
and in your ministry will your try to show the love and justice of Jesus Christ?



To Trustees:
Do you welcome the responsibility of this service because you are determined to follow the Lord 
Jesus, to love neighbors, to care for what God has entrusted to us, and to work for the 
reconciliation of the world?

To the Congregation:
Do we, the members of the church, accept these members as trustees, deacons, elders, chosen 
by God through the voice of this congregation to lead us in the way of Jesus Christ?

Do we agree to encourage them, to respect their decisions, and to follow as they guide us, 
serving Jesus Christ who alone is the head of the Church?

*Hymn #620     Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
Lauda Anima

Scripture Reading   1 Corinthians 1:10-18 (New Testament, p. 166)

Sermon    “Meeting at the Cross”  Rev. Caroline Cupp

*Hymn #772       Live into Hope
Truro

*Blessing

*Choral Response        Benediction
David Voorhees (1942-2018)

Postlude Dorian Toccata
Johann Sebastian Bach

 

Leading us in worship are Dr. Greg Stovell, Pastor; Caroline Cupp, Associate Pastor; Sándor 
Kádár, Director of Music; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist; Nolan Prochnau, viola; The Chancel 
Ringers;  The Chancel Choir



One of the greatest of spirituals about the promise of the afterlife is “My Lord, What a 
Morning”. We might think of it as the inverse of “When The Saints Go Marching In”. The latter 
song’s lyrics are full of the dread of judgment and are clearly a fervent prayer to be in that 
number of the saved, whereas My Lord is upbeat and optimistic. The singing congregation 
by contrast fully expects to be among the elected, fully trusting God’s mercy. Harry 
Burleigh’s moving arrangement builds to a powerful climax and ends as softly as it began.

My Lord, what a morning;
My Lord, what a morning;

Oh, my Lord, what a morning, 
When the stars begin to fall.

Done quit all my worldly ways
Gonna join that heavenly band.

My Lord.

Benediction is late First Pres member David Voorhees’ setting of a text written by Dr. Hal M.
Warheim, former professor of Christianity and Society at the Louisville Presbyterian
Theological Seminary in Kentucky. The text was written to a commencement address given 
to the students of the seminary. Later one of the other faculty came to give a sermon at 
First Pres and she ended her sermon with the words of Prof. Warheim’s benediction. David 
Voorhees heard her sermon and was so inspired by the words that he wrote the music for it.

Because the world is poor and starving, go with bread. 
Because the world is sick with sorrow, go with joy.

Because the world is filled with fear, go with courage. 
Because the world is weary of wars, go with peace.

Because the world is in despair, go with hope. 
Because the world is seldom fair, go with justice.

Because the world is living lies, go with truth. 
Because the world is under judgement, go with mercy.

Because the world will die without it, go with love!
And now may the gracious God of our Lord Jesus Christ go with us all,

to guide us with the light of the Gospel,
and to gather us into righteous community,

both now and forever.

The Dorian Toccata, BWV 538, is an organ piece by J.S. Bach written during his Weimar years 
(1708-1717). Its nickname “Dorian” is a reference to the fact that the piece is written without 
a key signature; a notation that is uncommon today and leads one to assume the Dorian 
mode.

WORSHIP NOTES



FIRST PRES MATTERS

Serving today as ushers and greeters are Bob Bird, Doug and Beth Congdon-Martin, Rodney 
Gruin, Brett and Diane Damadio at 9:00 a.m. Our coffee and flower deacons are Ellen Landis 
and Judy Mackleer. Our Nursery workers are Katie Ford, Amanda Heilman and Maurisa 
Warren.

The Chancel Flowers are given by the Stone family in honor of the birthdays of their children 
Sarah Lauer and Brian Stone and by Nancy Thompson and family in loving memory of Bob 
Thompson.

Christian Faith & Issues Class - As the global warming trend continues, scientists, politicians 
economists, and environmentalists study and debate the range of effects from this 
phenomenon.  For two weeks, beginning on Sunday January 26th, we will hear from Art 
Zadrozny, a local high school physics teacher and retired chemical engineer.  Art will present 
a scientific basis for understanding how we came to be so reliant on fossil fuels and what 
it will take to change this pattern.  He will also explore how efforts to ban products like 
foam coffee cups and plastic straws have failed to provide a meaningful impact on the 
environmental problems our world faces.  The CFI class meets Sundays, starting at 10:30 
AM in Room 209.  If you wish to be added to the CFI email notifications, please contact Dan 
Campbell at campbelldt@verizon.net.

Bridge  Dinner - Join us for a delicious dinner at 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday evening. The 
signup sheet is in Fellowship Hall or contact Claire Kramer at ckramer@firstpreswc.com 
with your reservation info (deadline is Monday by 12 Noon).

Wednesday Night Bible Study - Join us in the Chapel from 6:30 - 7:30  p.m. on Wednesday 
nights for a 7-week series that looks at Bible stories featuring people who were homeless. 
These Bible studies will hopefully enhance our congregation-wide conversation about 
homelessness in our community and how we can help.  Contact Sara Pantazes with any 
questions.

Vacation Bible School 2020 - Mark your calendars for one of the best weeks of the summer!  
VBS at First Pres will run from Sunday, June 21 through Thursday, June 25, 2020 from 6 -8 pm.  
More information on how to participate and volunteer will be available soon, or talk with 
Director of Christian Education Sara Pantazes.



Welcome Homeless Discussion Group - If you wish to be part of a discussion group specifically 
focused on our Matthew 25 book Welcome Homeless, join us here at church on Thursday 
afternoons.  We will gather in room 109 from 1 - 2 pm.  Contact Sara Pantazes with any 
questions. 

January Food Item: Pasta - West Chester Food Cupboard is in need of food items for our 
neighbors. We’ll be collecting pasta through the end of January; bring your donation to 
Fellowship Hall.

Chanting and Chocolate - The chanting of wordless melodies is a beautiful and sacred practice 
in Jewish tradition. Join our neighbors for a time of singing together on Sunday, January 26 
at 3:00 p.m. at the Uptown Knauer Performing Arts Center. No musical experience or ability 
is required. Registration through Uptown’s website is encouraged. For more information, 
contact Rabbi Elyse Seidner-Joseph at thejfcc@gmail.com.

Queen Esther - March 24-The First Pres Travelers are sponsoring a trip to Sight & Sound 
Theater to see the 11:00 a.m. performance of Queen Esther on Tuesday, March 24, 2020. Lunch 
will follow at the Hershey Farm Restaurant.  Luxury Bus Transportation is provided.  Total Cost 
is $104. For additional information check out the church newsletter or contact Thom & Irene 
Clapper at psuthom@verizon.net and/or 610-436-5667.

Nashville Trip - April 24-29 - The First Pres Travelers is proposing a 6-day trip to Nashville, 
TN from April 24-29, 2020.  Some of the highlights include staying at the Gaylord Opryland 
Hotel, touring the Grand Ole Opry, RCA Studio B, Country Music Hall of Fame, and the 
Ryman Auditorium. Shows will be at the Grand Ole Opry and the Gen. Jackson Showboat. 
For more specific details, check the church newsletter or contact Thom & Irene Clapper at 
psuthom@verizon.net and/or 610-436-5667.

The annual meeting of the Congregation and Corporation
of the First Presbyterian Church

of West Chester wil take place Sunday, January 26, 2020
at 11:45 a.m. in the Sanctuary.



The above shows the giving amount as of 1/22/2020 compared to the 2020 full year goal.  This 
chart will be presented each week to keep the congregation well-informed of our progress. 
Further details can be found on the Financial Reporting page on our website.

2020 Contributions
Current
$95,289

Goal
$1,065,659



THIS WEEK @ FIRST PRES
SUNDAY 1/26 -Ordination and Installation of Officers at all services 
   8:00 am  Worship       Chapel
  9:00 am  Worship in Sanctuary/Nursery (to age 2)   
  9:00 am  Sunday School (age 3 to Grade 6)
  10:00 am Family Fellowship        Herron Lounge
  10:30 am Christian Faith and Issues  Room 209
  10:42 am Contemporary Worship Sanctuary
  11:15 am  Kids Connect during sermon Chapel
  2:00 pm  Nursing Home Worship  Offsite
  4:30 pm   Spaghetti Dinner (first seating)    Social Hall
  6:30 pm  Spaghetti Dinner (second seating)  Social Hall

MONDAY 1/27 - 
  7:00 pm  Session Meeting    Chapel

TUESDAY 1/28 -  
  5:30 pm  Men’s Ministry Study   Room 217
  7:00 pm  Trustees Meeting  Room 209
  7:30 pm   High School Bible Study    Room 216

WEDNESDAY 1/29- Bulletin Deadline at Noon
    6:30 am  Men’s Study Group   Room 210
  9:00 am  Sew Many Blessings    Quilting Room
  5:00 pm  Childrens Choir    Choir Room
  5:30 pm   Bridge Dinner     Social Hall
  6:15 pm   Contemporary Worship Band Rehearsal  Sanctuary
  6:30 pm  Adult Bible Study  Chapel
  6:30 pm  Middle School Bible Study    Room 216
  7:30 pm   Chancel Ringers      Room 208

THURSDAY 1/30 -    
  9:30 am   Coffee, Kids and Chaos     Fellowship Hall 
  1:00 pm   Welcome Homeless Discussion Group    Room 109
  6:30 pm  Chess Club      Social Hall
  6:30 pm  Matthew 25 Book Study -Choir    Room 210
  6:40 pm  JuBellation Ringers     Room 208
  7:00 pm  Men’s Study Group - Welcome Homeless  Room 209
  7:30 pm   Chancel Choir      Choir Room

FRIDAY 1/31   
  11:00 am  Sweet Dreams      Quilting Room

SUNDAY 2/2 -  
  8:00 am  Worship      Chapel
  9:00 am  Worship in Sanctuary/Nursery (to age 2)   
  9:00 am  Sunday School (age 3 to Grade 6)
  9:00 am  Confirmation Class   Off-Site
  10:00 am Family Fellowship        Herron Lounge
  10:30 am Christian Faith and Issues  Room 209
  10:42 am Contemporary Worship Sanctuary
  11:15 am  Kids Connect during sermon Chapel

 
 



SPAGHETTI
DINNER

DATE: JANUARY 26

First Presbyterian Youth Hosts the 9th Annual

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Seatings at 4:30 PM & 6:30 PM

GET YOUR TICKETS

Week 4:
. Read chapters 7 & 8 of Welcome Homeless.

.. Listen to Episode 4 of the Matthew 25 Podcast featuring Molly Dolan & 

Elizabeth Guman. Molly is a high school student at WCASD and an active 

member of First Pres and the First Pres youth group. Elizabeth is an elder 

who has served on the Missions Committee, Youth Committee, and Matthew 

25 Task Force. Together they discuss themes of injustice, individual 

responsibiltiy, and asset-based approaches to service.

. . Join us in Room 109 for our Thursday discussion group on 
January 30 at 1:00 p.m.

"...just as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me." - Matthew 25:40

To follow along and/or participate, go to firstpreswc.com/m25.

Join us as we learn more about the 
theme of homelessness.  


