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“To state the facts frankly is not to despair the future nor indict the past. 
The prudent heir takes careful inventory of his legacies and gives a faithful 
accounting to those whom he owes an obligation of trust.”

       –John F. Kennedy 
  
 

October 25, 2020



Welcome to First Presbyterian Church

We’re glad you’re here with us today. We fondly refer to this community of 
Christ-followers as “First Pres,” and you being here is one of God’s blessings 
for our fellowship. If you wonder what we’re up to at First Pres, it’s actually 
pretty simple. In fact, we use a short phrase to remind ourselves of our shared 
purpose: “Above all, love.” Drawn from a New Testament text (1 Peter 4:8-11), 
those brief words challenge us to focus everything we do on loving God and 
loving every single person we encounter. So every day we’re learning how to 
do just that, as God’s Spirit keeps working in our lives.
 
By the way, we can’t take credit for this idea. It goes as far back as Jesus. He 
was once asked to sum up what it looks like to really be alive; what we should 
aim for in our lives if we want to live as fully as we can. His answer? Love God 
with every fiber of your being, and love the people around you.

Our Mission Statement

Called to love God and one another, First Presbyterian Church responds to 
God’s grace by following Christ with ministries of hospitality, worship, faith 
development, service and generosity. 



Welcome    

Prelude    Reformation Suite 
Benjamin M. Culli

Call to Worship  
Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.  
Before the mountains were brought forth, 
or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

Hymn #275    A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
Ein’ Feste Burg

Prayer of Confession
As we worship today, help us to do more than praise you. 
Urge us onward not only to praise you, 
but also to grow in your grace, 
to explore new dimensions of your love, 
to hear your claim upon our lives in service to you and to your kingdom. 
Press us onward to prepare our response to you— 
to think through and work through 
the sometimes overwhelming options and opportunities that lie before us, 
to acknowledge our need for your guidance in making meaningful choices, 
to recognize your prodding us forward in our faithfulness. 
We know you have a way for us. 
Help us to find it—and to follow it. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon
God does not toy with us and our emotions. Our hope is real!    
God has promised to redeem us from our sin, to return to us in our need. 
God is close enough to hear our prayers and has already surrounded 
us in infinite love.  
In Jesus Christ we all are forgiven! Alleluia! Amen!



Response        Meineke
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

Children’s Message

Ministry Updates

Message from the Session    Bob Smith, Chair, Finance Committee
    
Scripture Reading   Deuteronomy 34:1-12        

Special Music Improvisation on a Theme by J.S. Bach 
Reid Simmons

  
Prayers of the People and The  Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

“Faithfully Connected” Story   Elizabeth and Peter Guman

Offering     Praise Ye the Lord of Hosts 
Camille Saint-Saëns

   
Praise ye the Lord of hosts, 

Sing His salvation, bless His name, 
Show forth His praise, in His holy house! 

 
Rejoice, ye heavens be joyful, on earth, 

Rejoice in the name of the Lord, 
For He cometh, Alleluia.

Hymn #707 Take Thou Our Minds, Dear Lord
Hall

Scripture Reading     Matthew 22:34-46



Sermon      “Hanging Around” Rev. Bob Sheldon

Prayer of Dedication for Pledges and Commitments

Eternal God, who sent Jesus the Christ into our world as “Good News,” as the answer to our 
questions, the light in our darkness, the hope of our despair: in Christ, we experienced your 
near and loving presence, embracing us, reaching out to us. 
 
In this time of year when we reflect on your many blessings, open our minds to new ways 
that we can respond—show us ways that honor your gifts to us and our gifts shared with 
one another. Our first impulse is to think of ourselves—our needs, our wants, and how 
we confuse the two. Move us beyond our concerns to see your infinite provision and your 
unconditional love. We no longer have to give in order to get your approval. No, those days 
are past, for we have experienced your goodness and grace in Jesus the Christ. Now we 
commit and share in confidence, assured that your love will provide and sustain us all the 
days of our lives. 
  
We don’t know what this money will do. We have a good idea of where it will go: what it will 
purchase, who it will pay, where we will send it on our behalf. But we don’t know what it will 
do: who it will touch, how it will help, the changes it will make in another’s lives. 
  
We don’t know—but we have a good idea that you do. And so, we dedicate these pledges—
and the commitments they represent—to you and to your plan for this church and this 
world. 
  
As we gather here today to dedicate our pledges of future gifts, we also gather here to 
anticipate the countless gifts you will give to us in the future. 
  
We ask only that you help us to be faithful in fulfilling our pledges, and that you will help us 
to be faithful in fulfilling your plan for our lives. We dedicate these pledges and our lives to 
you, Eternal God, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Hymn #711   Lord of All Good
Toulon

Blessing 

Response  God Be with You Till We Meet Again

Postlude   Toccata from the 5th Organ Symphony 
Charles-Marie Widor



Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, 
Executive Pastor; Sándor Kádár, Director of Music; Kira Boros, Choir Accompanist;  
Reid Simmons, organ scholar; Lyndsay Varsaci, soprano; Kiana Rivera, alto; Michael Spaziani, 
baritone.

Miner Street Brass - Doug Congdon-Martin, French horn; Brendan Egan (Brass Scholar), 
trombone; Ron Ford, trumpet; Pete Galloway, tuba; Charity Harter, bass trombone; Thomas 
Hoey, trumpet; Dave Kolonauski, trombone; Dean Rasmussen, trumpet.

In Memoriam - Judy Wellons, member of First Presbyterian Church from September 30, 2012 
to October 16, 2020. Our sympathy and prayers are with the family of Judy Wellons. 
 
The rosebud at the chancel is to the glory of God and in celebration of the birth of Willa 
Clarke Abbott on October 16, 2020, daughter of Tylee and Katie Abbott, and granddaughter 
of Franny and Franny Abbott.

The Nominating Committee is beginning their work to discern candidates for church officer 
positions for 2021. We count on the congregation to provide suggestions for people you see 
as being good leaders for our church. Please submit suggestions for Elders, Deacons and 
Trustees via the website or to Elizabeth Guman (ecguman@gmail.com) by November 1. Self-
nominations are welcome. The current officers are on the website at www.firstpreswc.com/
leadership.

FIRST PRES MATTERS



The above shows the giving amount as of 10/21/2020 compared to the 2020 full year goal.  This 
chart will be presented each week to keep the congregation well-informed of our progress. 
Further details can be found on the Financial Reporting page on our website.

2020 Contributions
Current
$794,493

Goal
$1,065,659

2021 Pledges
Current
$606,570

Goal
$956,064

The above shows the amount pledged as of 10/21/2020 toward the 2021 pledge goal.  The
pledge goal reflects pledges only and does not include non-pledge contributions. 


