
 
 

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
Eleventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

June 13, 2021            9:00am 
 

Prior to the service you are invited to prepare yourself for worship.  
Some people prefer to meditate or pray, while others may chat quietly   

with their fellow-worshippers as a way to connect and focus.   
As the prelude begins, please prepare for worship in quiet attentiveness. 

 
Prelude    How Firm a Foundation 
                                                                                                                                           arr.Tammy Waldrop 
Welcome 
 

*Call to Worship   Psalm 20:4-6  
May the Lord grant you your heart’s desire, and fulfill all your plans! 
May we shout for joy over your victory, and in the name of our God set up our banners! 
May the Lord fulfill all your petitions! 
Let us all worship this holy and gracious God! 
 

*Opening Prayer 
Let all the earth praise God and sing to the glory of God’s name! 
The Spirit of God affirms to our spirits that we are God’s children, living in a world created 
by God’s grace and redeemed through Jesus Christ. May the Lord’s name be praised now 
and evermore. Amen!  
 

*Hymn #49    The God of Abraham Praise   
 

*Prayer of Confession  
We are called to give our best and bear fruit for God’s realm. Motivated by the love of the 
Christ, we bow humbly, examining ourselves and seeking God’s grace. 
God of all truth, who can stand before you? We judge by outward appearances, but you 
examine our hearts. We see what is on the surface, but you discern beauty deep within. 



When we forget your promises and turn to pursuits that separate us from you, we can 
turn and come, seeking your forgiveness and a new direction for our lives.  
Forgive us for our unwillingness to grow and bear your fruit. Amen.  
 
*Assurance of Forgiveness 
We are securely planted in the protection and strength of God, connected to the life and 
love of Jesus Christ, and sustained by the vitality and power of the Holy Spirit.   
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  
The old life has gone; a new life has begun.  
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.  
In Jesus Christ, we all are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen! 
 

*Response    Meineke 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen. Amen. 

 

Ministry Updates 
Tithes and Offerings may be placed in offering basket in narthex before or after the service 

 

Special Music  How Great Thou Art 
                                                          Arr. Lloyd Larson 
 
Presentation of the J. David Morgan Memorial Music Scholarship  
 

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

Guide us, O God, by your Word and Spirit, that in your light we may see light, in your truth 
find freedom, in your will follow your justice, and in your love discover your peace. Amen. 
 

Scripture Reading   Mark 9:33-35 
 

At this time, children are invited to meet Ms. Sara for story time in Fellowship Hall. 
They will return to their families after the sermon. 

 

Special Music                                                                                             May God Grant You a Blessing 
                                                                                     Traditional Swahili melody / arr. Susan T. Nelson 
 

Sermon             “The Church God Needs”                    Rev. Dr. Bill Wilson 



*Affirmation of Faith   Confession of 1967 
The reconciling work of Jesus was the supreme crisis in the life of humankind. His cross 
and resurrection become personal crisis and present hope for women and men when the 
gospel is proclaimed and believed. In this experience, the Spirit brings God’s forgiveness 
to all, moves people to respond in faith, repentance, and obedience, and initiates the new 
life in Christ. (9.21) 
 

*Hymn  #265   Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun 
 

We are sent into the world to bear witness to God’s glory and love,  
knowing that God has gone ahead of us to prepare the way.  

Worship ends on this hopeful note and continues in all we do and become.  
 

*Blessing and Response 
 

Postlude   Sortie in E Flat Major 
       Louis Lefebure-Wely 

*You are invited to stand as you desire. 
 
 

WHAT’S HAPPENING AT FIRST PRES 

 
Leading us in worship today are Rev. Bob Sheldon, Interim Pastor; Rev. Caroline Cupp, 
Executive Pastor; Rev. Dr. Bill Wilson, guest preacher; Sandor Kadar, Director of Music; Kira 
Boros, Choir Accompanist; Andrew Pruden, vocalist; Sam Prochnau, piano; The JuBellation 
Ringers. 
 

In Memoriam – Arthur J. Massey, member of First Presbyterian Church from October 28, 
1991 to June 8, 2021 and Landon M. Spilman, member of First Presbyterian Church from 
February 23, 1969 to June 8, 2021.  
 
A memorial service for Lan Spilman will be held on June 19 at 11:00am. 
 
Our sympathy and prayers are with Ann and Amber Massey and family in the death of 
Ann’s husband and Amber’s father, and with Betty Sue Spilman, Betsy, Kane, John and Ali 
Bender and family in the death of Betty Sue’s husband, Betsy’s father, Kane’s father-in-law 
and John and Ali’s grandfather. 
 
Welcome Bill Wilson – The Rev. Dr. Bill Wilson founded the Center for Healthy Churches in 
2014. He brings over 33 years of local church ministry leadership, as well as experience as a 
consultant in numerous settings. We welcome Bill to our congregation and our pulpit. 
 



Summer Mini Golf Fun – All those who are young (or young at heart!) are invited to gather 
for a game of mini golf on Monday, June 28 at 7 pm.  We’ll be tackling the course at Boulder 
Falls Miniature Golf in Downingtown.  Let Sara Pantazes know you are coming so that we 
can coordinate our group’s size with the course (spantazes@firstpreswc.com). 
 

Adult Baptism Class – Many adults are active in church life but have never been baptized. 
Baptism as an adult can feel like an uncomfortably public event. To address this need, 
Pastor Caroline is running a single-session class, followed by a time to be baptized in a 
special worship service. For more information, please contact Caroline at 
ccupp@firstpreswc.com or 484.459.8220. The class and service will be scheduled 
depending on the group’s availability. 
  
Snow Days – Spring Brook Farm’s Camp Geronimo is back in session this summer. One of 
the kids’ favorite activities is playing with “snow” made by mixing Original Barbasol and 
corn starch. We’ll be collecting both items during the month of June. Bring your donations 
to church; a bin is next to the Welcome Center. 
 

New Local Mission Opportunity – Our Session's Missions Committee is joining with El Buen 
Samaritano Church of West Chester to provide English as a Second Language (ESL) classes 
for members of that congregation. Classes will be held at First Pres from 12:00 to 1:30pm on 
Sundays from mid-July to the end of October and will follow a user-friendly curriculum. We 
are looking for volunteers to teach the classes. While some knowledge of Spanish would be 
a plus, it is not required. Training and support will be available throughout. If you would like 
to be part of this important new outreach or have questions about the program, contact 
Doug Congdon-Martin (dougcm100@gmail.com). We look forward to hearing from you! 

 

Congregational Survey – Update from the Transition Team We had over 280 members take 
the congregational survey. THANK YOU!!! Session and staff had a leadership retreat Friday 
and Saturday to dig deeper into what the survey results are telling us about where God is 
leading First Pres. These are critical steps in the first Transition Objective: Develop a shared 
understanding of our identity and what is important to us in our ministry. This will lay the 
groundwork for determining the characteristics of our next senior pastor. Next we will put 
together a report of the survey results and the retreat results to share with the 
congregation. 
 

Summer Activities: If you’re looking for something fun to do this summer, First Pres is 
offering summer activities for all ages. There is something for everyone; see the details at 
firstpreswc.com/summeractivities or reach out to Elizabeth Hess (ehess@firstpreswc.com) 
to find out more. 

 

2021 Contributions - Current contributions as of 6/9/21 are $474,959 out of $1,047,133 
budgeted. 

mailto:spantazes@firstpreswc.com

